Focal Point, September 2011

Welcome

ork is well under way on refurbishing the White Hart

and there is talk of the pub reopening this autumn.

Scaffolding went up in mid-August at the inn, which
has been closed since Christmas 2008 and has become an
eyesore and a target for thieves.

Meanwhile the new Rec clubhouse is now open. A crowd of
1,000 people turned up to see Bitton AFC take on Bristol
Rovers to mark the opening. Read the report on page 18.

In his column, vicar Paul Denyer tackles the subject of the
riots that swept the country in August and offers his thoughts
on why we saw such destructive scenes.

Flicks in the Sticks is back on September 16! Turn to page 15
to find out what film will be kicking off the new season.

Have you been up to Bitton Stat
of a public art trail in the Bristol area. See page 17.

Also in Focal Point this month, discover how lock keepers at
the famous Caen Hill flight on the Kennet & Avon Canal in
Wiltshire are using coal ash donated by our very own Avon
Valley Railway to maintain water levels.

Blackberries are in plentiful supply on hedgerows in and
around Bitton so get picking! W
for you on pages 20 and 21 - blackberry jam and blackberry
smoothie.

See you at the one of the-olri ghl
medieval church fete on the first Saturday in September!

Becky Feather
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Message from the vicar

ome while ago, | bought for my grandchildren (and for
my own amusement) a gadget which, at the press of a

button, emits a recognised sound. There is the sound
of clapping and laughter, the sound of a bomb dropping, as
well as some human noises | will leave to your imagination.

But the sound my grand-daughters love most is the sound of
breaking glass. It never fails to cause a frisson of pleasure!

There is something thrilling about destruction. | remember as
a child throwing stones through panes of glass in an old
abandoned garage which the owner had (I think) given us
permission to do. It was highly satisfying!

| do not write this to excuse the mayhem on our city streets
this summer; but for groups of
destruction is not quite the unimaginable and surprising
activity that some people suggest. Fire, theft, looting,
smashing things up, outwitting the authorities, have a diabolic
pleasure.

For me, underlying the restlessness and unruliness is a more
serious problem which goes deeper than social deprivation, or
lack of worthwhile activity for teenagers, or government cuts. It
is that there is no sense of living under God.

The Greek sculptor Phidias said he carved the backs of his
statues in the Parthenon because, even though no human
would see his work, the gods would. That sense that we are
under judgement, even in the secret recesses of our lives -
that we are answerable not just to the police and the law
courts, not just to our parents or society, but answerable to
God - is absent. If you remove God from the equation,
morality ceases to be that whict
pure, lovely and of good report ¢
can get away with.

What | find distressing is not so much the acts of destruction
as the vacuous pursuit of the latest thing, the assumption that
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greed is acceptable, and the absence of seriousness and
substance in peopleds |ives. Th:
waste. Having said that, we must not wallow in despair. |
heard an interview with a couple of London teenagers who,
amidst the debris of the previol
the shops to buy food for a fearful, elderly neighbour.

The God who made us in his image and wants us to be part
of his solution reveals himself in the most unlikely people and
places; but it is difficult to see how order and peace can be
restored to a society which excludes God.

Paul Denyer

All the fun of the fete!

St Marybés annual fete is as usua
tember and for the third year it has a medieval theme.

The fete opens at 2pm. On the Glebe Field there will be
entertainment from the Melanie Holley Dancers and Oldland
Brass Band, as well as the Companions of the Longbow.

There will also be a fun dog show, a bar, barbecue and ice
creams.

Try your luck at boules and on the tombola and raffle, and
visit all the different stalls, including books, cakes, white
elephant, handicrafts and local produce.

For children there is a medieval dress competition, face
painting and a toy stall.

And dondt mi ssnakngwith local beeleeper! e
Brenda Claxton, who you will know from her regular column in
Focal Point.

The church will be open for history tours, a special
embroidery display and afternoon teas, while over at Church
Farm there will be an exhibition of local art as well as cream
teas.

Any donations of raffle prizes or bottles will be welcome -
see Ann Willis
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Our churches and services

UPTON CHEYNEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Elder: Muriel Williams
) 0117 961 6843

Sunday services at 3pm

September 11 177th church anniversary
Mrs M White

September 18 RAOB Branch Annual Service
Rev D Frost

September 25 Mr T Peryer

ST MARY6S CHURCH

Vicar: The Rev Canon Paul Denyer
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ

) 0117 967 3965

Lay ministers: Mr Ken Gibson, 8 Church Road, Bitton,
BS30 6HH

) 01179322122

Dr David Bailey, Westover House, Bitton, BS30 6HT
) 0117 932 8449
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Churchwardens:
Miss Barbara Merritt, 32 Bath Road, Bitton

) 0117932 3926

Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High Street, Bitton
) 01179325376

Baptism Inquiries:  Mrs Jean Gray ) 0117 967 2964
Marriage and funeral inquiries: To the vicar

Autumn Midveek groups

A varied programme of Mid-week groups has been planned for
the autumn. A card with all the details on is available in
church. Start dates are:

Morning group: Wednesday, September 14
Evening groups: Wednesday, September 21

From St Maryos

July 22:

The Meadows School | &g
July 30
Wedding. Thomas Perrott and Caragh McCarthy
August 7
Baptism. Harry Irwin Porter
Daisy Alford

ave.i
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St

Sunday, September 4

Sunday, September 11

Sunday, September 18

Friday, September 23

Sunday, September 25

Mar yo0s

10.30am

6.30pm

8am
10.30am

10.30am

10.30am

9.30am

8am

10.30am

sery

No Morning Service but
the church will be open
for private devotions

Patronal Festival
Service

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

Sunday Funday in the
church hall

Family Service followed
by a Bring and Share
lunch at the back of

the church

Celtic Holy Communion
followed by coffee
and cakes

Holy Communion

Morning Prayer with
Ross Wilson and James
Gibson, who are both
studying at Trinity
Theological College




Focal Point, September 2011

Sunday Funday!

Sunday Funday
is on September 11
at 10.30am in the Church Hall

6Jesus meets the c¢chi dr e

plus all the usual music, crafts
and refreshments

Parents are invited to stay and relax -
coffee, tea and newspapers are provided

Who Are Our Neighbours?

f you had asked me 10 years ago what the initials GHCT

stood for, | would have given you a blank look. But four

years ago, when researching possible grant-makers for
our Living Stones Appeal, | found that the Gloucestershire
Historic Churches Trust was willing to make grants to historic
churches in all parts of Gloucestershire.

An application to grants secretary Ben Woods drew an
encouraging response and at the launch of our appeal in
2008, Mr Woods produced a cheque from the Trust for £6,000
T our very first grant.

At a later stage GHCT gave us a further £3,000 and also
recommended us to the National Churches Trust who gave us
a further £10,000.

I asked Ben where GHCT6s money
gifts arrived from individuals and sometimes legacies were
received. If you would like to support the trust as an individual
| have the details.
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In addition GHCT has an annual sponsored event in
September in which many of the 500 places of worship in
Gl oucestershire participate. I n
took part with a walk along the railway path towards Bath and
back.

This year on Saturday, September 10 we are varying this
with a sponsored heritage wal k
Abbots and back. Details are on page 10.

The money raised is to be split equally between GHCT and
St Maryds so we will be supporti
the same time generating funds for GHCT to enable grants to
be made to other Gloucestershire churches

Jill Gibson

This is the latest article in the Who Are Our Neighbours?
series, i n which we examine how

St Maryos Mat

eptember is a busy month at St
Maryo6s. Satlisofdoarse t
the fete, with a medieval theme.

We hope you will join us to enjoy the fun
and games, the great variety of stalls, and
of course, cream teas at Church Farm.

Sunday the 4™ is our Patronal Festival and
on Sunday evening there will be a special service to celebrate
this day.

Canon Paul Denyer and Ann Carrington, our choir mistress,
have been working hard to create a service celebrating the life
of our Patron Saint Mary.

The preacher on this occasion will be Rev Christine Froude,
the new Archdeacon of Malmesbury. This service is always an
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inspirational and moving occasion and | expect this one will be
even better than usual.

The Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust has been
very generous with grants to St
10" we have a chance to raise some money for this good
cause.

This will be in the form of a s
Church at Hanham Abbots through fields all the way. See the
article by Ken Gibson on page 10 and get your sponsor form
from him.

Sunday the 11" sees the start of the new term for Sunday
Funday which meets from 10.30am to 11.30am in the church
hall with bible stories, music, crafts, games and coffee,
newspapers and chat for those parents who come.

The Junior Church, which is for older children and meets in
church, also re-starts on that date.

By the way, we are looking for a new name for this group -
any ideas to Jacqui Harris or Carol Shore, please.

There will be a Bring and Share Lunch at the back of the
church after the Family Service on Sunday the 18™ and you
will be very welcome to join us.

The Book Club meeting at the Upton Inn is on Friday the 30"
- please see me for detalils.

And lastly, exhausted by the thought of all these activities,
why not treat yourself to a cream tea in the church on any
Sunday afternoon throughout September between 3pm and
5pm.

Phewi what a | ist, and 1 6dm sure |
But there is something for everyone, serious learning, noisy or
quiet services, good company and food.

If it takes a village to raise a child, it also takes a village to
make a living country church in a living community.

Barbara Merritt
Churchwarden
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Celebrating our heritage

St Maryds Church, along with ma
across England, will be open to visitors from 10am until 5pm
on Saturday, September 10, so it is an ideal time to bring
your friends and have a look around.

Bob Willis will be on hand to t
many interesting features and Elaine Pool and her team will
be serving refreshments.

On the same day, members of the congregation will be
doing a sponsored walk in aid of the Gloucestershire Historic
Churches Trust who generously s
Stones Appeal.

The wal k, which begins at 11am,
Georgeb6s Church at Hanham Abbot
part in Heritage Open Day. There will be refreshments at
St Georgeds before the return |
six miles.

Money raised wild.| be shared bet
Sponsorship cards are available from me on 932 2122.

Ken Gibson

St Maryodos Sept ¢m

September 3 Judith Butson & Ann Bush
September 10 Pam Hacker

September 17 Maureen Perrett
September 24 Wedding

10
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Tea Club @

Tuesday, September 6
Margaret Wilcox has invited us to tea at Bitton Hill
House. Meet at the White Hart at 2.30pm to organise lifts
up the hill

Tuesday, September 20
Chris Skidmore will tell us of his experience on becoming
a Member of Parliament

Meetings are held in St Manyods

and third Tuesdays of the month from 2.30pm to 4pm

Upton Cheyney church update

he Longest Day: Saturday, July 23 &
saw the church fundraising —
barbecue at the Upton Inn. /

Organised mostly by Jamie and Charlie, we
raised more than £600 towards the
restoration fund, and almost 200 people took part.

The Longest Month: And so on to our next community
activity. Upton United Reformed Church is taking part in this
mont hés national Heritage Open
September 8 until Sunday, September 11, we will be open
from 10am until 4pm, serving teas, coffee and cake.

There will be a village history exhibition in the school
community rooms. If you have an old photo or artefact, bring
it along and we will be able to photograph or scan it on the
spot and add it to the exhibition. We also want to collect as

11



Focal Point, September 2011

many memories of the village and the people in it as
possible, so please come and tell us.

In addition there will be two 45-minute history walks with
Kay Ross. On Saturday the 10", the walk will start from
Manor Farm at the Chilli Festival at 2.30pm. On the Sunday
it will start from the church at 2pm. And at 3pm on the
Sunday, we will be holding a special anniversary service to
which everyone is warmly invited. We hope to see as many
people from Upton and the surrounding villages at this
service as possible.

The Longest Year: Our on-going project is to keep the
church open for generations to come. We have initial
costings for the required maintenance works and have
started our project planning to get the most urgent done.

If you have any ideas for services, events or fundraising,
please email me at stuart_turner@hotmail.com

The View from Square Leg

quare leg is the position one of the umpires stands at
whilst officiating a cricket match and where | was

privileged to stand during alternate overs for the
annual benefice cricket game at Bitton Sports Ground on
July 13.

It, with a position behind the stumps for the other overs,
places the umpire at the centre of the action on which myself
and Nigel Tonkins adjudicated on proceedings.

Bitton and Oldland took on Warmley and Syston, under the
respective captaincies of Andrew Speatr, vicar of Oldland, and
Mike Smith, ex-Glos and England pro. Andrew won the toss
and elected to field.

On a superb evening, Warmley and Syston took maximum
advantage of the good bating conditions and ran up a score of
176 in their 20 overs. Five batsmen reached the maximum

12
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score possible of 25 before retiring, two balls were hit out of
the ground and lost, and the innings finished with a straight 6
from the captain.

To say Oldland and Bitton were up against it in their innings
would be an understatement. In the face of fierce bowling and
gradually receding light, they regularly lost wickets and fell
short in their 20 overs by 33 runs, although again, three of
their batsmen scored their maximum allowance of 25 runs.

Finally, the cups were presented by the president John
Bennetts, and thanks given to officials, both teams, spectators,
Bitton Cricket Club and to Janet Ivens for another magnificent
cricket tea.

It remains for me to thank Paul Denyer, rector and club
chairman. He is moulded in the image of many previous sporti
loving parsons without whom our national sporting scene
would be the poorer. Without his fervour and organisation,
there would be no benefit fixture.

Rovi Retsoc

Grab your bag!

Did you know that South Gloucestershire Council is now
providing local residents who want one with a free bag for
recycling cardboard?

We used to put cardboard into our green bins but last year
the council told us it had to be collected separately so that it
could be recycled, rather than composted. That has meant
stockpiling cardboard and then putting it out for collection
once a fortnight in what is supposed to be a neat pile next to
the green bin!

The bags are available for collection on a one per household,
first come, first served basis whilst stocks last, at various
venues - our nearest being Longwell Green Community
Centre, Longwell Green Leisure Centre and Hanham Library.

13
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Road safety training for riders

Following a serious accident involving the

death of a horse in the Golden Valley area, Sﬁr
plus many near misses every week, local ps
riders felt compelled to do something to help

improve safety in the area, the main concern

being the large increase in the volume and speed of traffic
using the country lanes.

The Golden Valley Riderso6 Group
grant from the Safer and Stronge
Fund, supported by South Gloucestershire Council.

The British Horse Society ran two road safety training courses
locally, one at Fifteen Acres Farm in Beach, the other at The
Meadows Livery, Bitton. Many thanks to Gary Brain and Anne
Hayman for the use of both these facilities.

In total 28 riders took part. Christine Murphy, from the BHS,
was the instructor, and all riders received a BHS Riding and
Roadcraft Manual and hi-vis items for horse and rider.

The course was very informative, involving all aspects of
safety whilst riding on roads and courtesy to motorists, and
was enjoyed by both the riders and horses.

The Meadows Livery has now become a registered centre for
anyone wanting to take the BHS riding road safety test.

Caroline Butcher

Alfie secures column inches

A Bitton horse made national headlines in August because of
his moustache (well, it has been the silly season!)
Alfie the stallion was featured in the Mail and the Telegraph
by virtue of the fact that he has a moustache which, when
unfurled, is seven inches, believed to be the longest in Britain.
The shire cross is said to figro
hi s Otache a trim so itdéds not I
14
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Bitton Village Re s i d e Asscziation
invites you to the New Season of
Flicks in the Sticks

on

Friday, September 16

when we will be screening

The Tourist

starring

Johnny Depp, Angelina Jolie,Timothy
Dalton, Steven Berkoffand Rufus Sewell

This film is an action adventure set against the
breathtaking backdrops of Paris and Venice. When
a tourist, Frank, crosses paths with the mysterious
and seductive Ellis, his holiday takes a dangerous
and unexpected turné

This film is a glamorous thriller that also makes you smile.
Itis light -hearted and fun, making it perfect to watch
with friends while enjoying a glass of wine.

Doors open 7.30pm. Film starts 8pm
The Church Hall, Church Lane, Bitton
Drinks will be available from the licensed bar,

choc ices will be served in the interval and there
will be time to chat with friends

Admission is FREE
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Harvest Auction .

The Bitton and Oldland Branch of the
Royal British Legion
invites you to a fundraising
Harvest Auction
on Monday, September 19
at 8pm

Everyone is welcome at The Upton Inn,
by invitation of Jamie Pike and his team

Music from Oldland Brass

White Har't oop

So the scaffolding is up and the White Hart pub in Bitton,
which closed more than two-and-a-half years ago, has been a
hive of activity in recent weeks.

We understand the bar is being repositioned as part of the
refurbishment and that the pub is expected to be open some
time this autumn. We have had our hopes raised before but
this looks promising!

Upton wins pub of the year award

The Upton Inn has won the first Annual Kingswood Community
Pub Award launched by MP Chris Skidmore to recognise pubs
that help promote a sense of community in their area.

The Upton beat the Horseshoe on Siston Common, the
Butchers Arms at Longwell Green and the White Harte at
Bridgeyate to take the title.

16
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Return to the ashes

Lock keepers on the famous Caen Hill Lock Flight on the
Kennet & Avon Canal at Devizes are using coal ash donated
by Avon Valley Railway at Bitton to maintain water levels.
The traditional met hod of Oashi
every night in thedayanal 6s 1 ndu:¢
It involves pouring ash into the canal just above a lock. The
water then sucks the ash into the small gaps in the gates,
allowing them to form a watertight seal.
The method was revived by lock keepers to help achieve
and maintain exact water levels which were needed whilst
repairs were being carried.
It has also been helping to maintain and preserve levels
during the summer months when water is in shorter supply.
Avon Valley Railway has donated around eight tonnes of the
ash produced by the steam engines here in Bitton to British
Waterways, some of which will be held in reserve for future
use.
The technique has saved British Waterways thousands of
pounds.

Seen the gorilla at Bitton Station?

A public art event featuring life  -size gorillas has been
taking place in and around Bristol this summer to mark
the 175th anniversary of Bristol Zoo Gardens - have you
seen the bright red one at Bitton Station?

Artists have decorated the gorillas, which have been
sponsored by local businesses, organisations and
schools.

There are 60 in total. See how many you can see before
the exhibition finishes on September 7!

17
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New Rec clubhouse now open

n estimated 1,000 people turned up at the beginning of
August to see Bitton AFC take on a young Bristol

Rovers side to mark the opening of the new
clubhouse.

R o v e r stéamfquad sutned out to watch as manager
Paul Buckle officially opened the new clubhouse before the
pre-season friendly.

Rovers went down 2-1 to the Toolstation League Premier
Division outfit, thanks to first-half goals from Steve Jones and
Lance Clarke. Eliot Richards pulled a goal back for Rovers.

So have you had a chance to check out the new clubhouse
yet?

Janet Ballinger, president of Bitton WI, got in touch with Focal
Point to say that although she appreciates the old clubhouse

had to be replaced, sheds disapj]
not have a skittle alley or darts, and is concerned that it may

not be used by villagers as thet
to do.

John Langdon, c¢chairman of Bitto

not facilitate a skittles alley, it does offer countless
opportunities for the villagers of Bitton to hold, organise and
participate in events and forthcoming functions at the site.

Al t 1 -s-daenbuildiny that present users are proud of
and it is hoped that the villagers adopt this facility, whether just
as a local social facility or as somewhere they can hire free of
charge for parties, funeral wakes and the like, subject to
conditions.

A | would |1 ke to thank the many
conjunction with the football club to provide a new modern
building. o
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Beekeeping with Brenda

arly August, time to extract the E T

honey. Do it early, | am told, then ;
the bees have time to replenish : :

their stores ready

off too much, says my spouse, the honey .

belongs to the bees. %r(

This has been an unusual year with “ V'f\\
an unexpectedly warm spring getting
blossoms off to an early start, encouraging the bees to fill their
hives with honey and raise early brood; we had lots of
unexpected swarms.

A cold, damp June meant these new young bees ate the
honey they had stored and | fed quite a few colonies with syrup
to prevent the bees from starving.

In July the weather was mixed. A lovely, warm, sunny couple
of weeks accompanied the lime tree blossom with just enough
rain to keep the ground moist, a perfect combination for lime
tree nectar.

Lavender, oregano, and borage quickly fill the gap once the
lime flowers are over; deep blue stars of borage hang their
heads downwards. The white oregano bush is clothed with
bees working tirelessly all day though | can see no golden
pollen sacks on their back legs; they will need to forage
elsewhere for pollen to feed their brood.

Picking a floret, | smell its sweet, strong scent and notice lots
of creamy white flower buds about to open. Each tiny flower is
shaped like a fluted wine glass with nectar stored deep within,
exactly the right shape and size for a honey bee to sip from;
new flowers must be opening every day, or even every hour, to
provide a constant supply.

Every now and then a bumble bee comes visiting, but the
flowers are too small for her to sup from and she immediately
flies away.

19



Focal Point, September 2011

On a lovely August morning | remove the capped honey from
my hives, leaving plenty behind for the bees. They are gentle
and kind, accepting my presence; in times of dearth, the bees
become possessive, but seem not to mind sharing their honey
when surrounded by plenitude.

One hive is very heavy with honey and a couple have some to
spare; the rest | leave alone. Unexpectedly, the hive that
produced such bounty was a hive | had not looked in all
summer as | had absent-mindedly left a gap between the
combs, which the bees had filled with wax, honey and brood,
and | have not liked to move or break any of it.

This colony came from my first swarm of bees and | have kept
it going for sentimental reason:
honey from it. They clearly enjoyed the privacy this summer.

| have been asked to have a beekeeping stand at the Bitton
fete. I will bring some sheets of wax for children to roll into
candles. | also hope to borrow a hive with pictures of bees
working the frames inside, together with photographs of brood
and honey stored therein for you to see what goes on inside the
wooden box. | hope to see you there.

Brenda Claxton

Blackberry jam

N

Blackberries are freely available on hedgerows in and
around Bitton; ;to-fellowrécpef@ds an eas)
delicious blackberry jam

Ingredients

1 Ib blackberries, cleaned thoroughly and with stalks removed
1 Ib jam sugar (eg. Silver Spoon)
Splash of water (approx 2 tablespoons)

20
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> W NE

Put a saucer in the freezer before starting the jam.

Tip the washed blackberries into a large saucepan and heat
gently, adding a splash of water.

When the mixture heats gently and the berries start to break
down, tip in the sugar.

Once the sugar is added, bring to a rapid boil and stir
regularly. The pink foam will rise up the sides of the pan
time four minutes from this stage and continue to boil

and stir as needed.

Take the saucer out of the freezer. With a teaspoon, drop a
small amount of the hot jam onto the frozen saucer and
push the blob of jam with a finger. If a wrinkle forms, the
jam has reached setting point.

Remove from the heat and cool slightly, then pour into
warmed, sterilised jam jars. Seal while warm.

This is so quick and easy!

Ingredients:
1/2 cup blackberries
1 medium banana

1/2 cup vanilla yogurt
1/2 cup ice cubes

1.
2.

3.

Blackberry smoothie

Place all four ingredients into a blender.

Blend on high for about 15 seconds, or until creamy ang
smooth.

Serve immediately!
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Gardening with Rob

like me, there was plenty to be getting on with in the

I hope you didnét miss Augustos

garden.

Back in July my wife Wendy and | made a long-awaited
return to Hampton Court Flower Show. Not having been for
several years, it was interesting to see how the show had
changed, however what hadnot
surroundings of Hampton Court Palace - worth a visit for that
alone.

The wonderful thing about Hampton Court above Chelsea is
that you are able to buy plants, and what a vast choice you
have. Needless to say, Wendy
clematis for £10 and who could resist amazing agapanthus for
£5, it was just too tempting. Also the major seed companies
were there, with standard seed packs at just £1. As you can
imagine, | had a field day buying seeds for sowing next year. |
would definitely recommend a visit.

As for the garden, with such a mix of weather this year, the
growth rate of many plants has been incredible. One such crop
has been potatoes - what a surprise they turned out to be!

| grow Charlotte salad potatoes and although usually a good
crop, not too big in size, what a surprise when these were
almost three times the size, and plenty of them too. This has
definitely been the year of the potato, with friends around me,
whatever the variety, enjoying one of the best crops ever.

No one expected that, but that is the joy of gardening, the
unexpected! Hereds hoping fo

Regards, Rob Allen
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Robd6s jobs for| S

. In the mid to late end of the month, plant up containers
with Spring bedding

. Divide overgrown perennials

* Plant Spring cabbage and sow winter lettuce

On Monday, August 8, 36 members of

News from Bitton WI
Bitton WI attended the summer outing

event organised by Cheryl Wright. [ ew
A Moroccan supper, held at Manor Farm,

Upton Cheyney, turned out to be a

wonderful evening of delicious food and lots of laughter!

The farm shop was transformed by candles and lanterns and
we were served delicious, traditional Moroccan dishes. The
exception was the pudding - home-grown autumn fruits and ice
cream - but thoroughly enjoyed by all!

Another event attended by the Bitton WI members was held at
the end of July. The Avon Feder:
hosted a day at Bath Racecourse.

If you saw 10 ladies complete with hats and stunning outfits
waiting for their minibus outside the White Hart, that was where
they were going. A fun time was had by all, despite the heavy
downpours.

The next meeting is on Monday, September 12 at 7.30pm at

the church hall. The speaker will be Jean Seymour and her
subject wildl be 6Bath Chaps and

Elaine Skidmore
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A message from the collators

Sometimes when printing the 4,200 pages of Focal Point each
month (these are printed on both sides so that means 8,400
sheets of print to make one edition!), two pages will stick
together, leaving one side of the paper blank.

The collators try to remove all such blank pages but
sometimes one sheet slips through, and for this we apologise
and ask you to make allowance for human error.

Similarly we are sorry if a sta
the pages i the staplers can be very temperamental!

If you would like to assist and help to improve on our efforts,
please tell Becky and she will pass on your name to us - we
would love you to join us!

Answers to Augus:

Last month we gave you cryptic clues to vegetables.

Here are the answers: cauliflower, runner bean, artichoke,
courgette, aubergine (oh-bear-gene/jean), Brussels sprouts,
rocket, broccoli ('Cubby' Broccoli was the producer), carrot
(carat), celery (cellar-y), turnip, beetroot, onions, potato,
swede, fennel, sweetcorn, pumpkin, cucumber, shallot
(Lady of Shallot).

Some alternative answers were acceptable. We allowed
sweetheart cabbage as well as sweetcorn for the answer to
guestion 17, for which the clue was Sugary sentimentality. We
also allowed maca, as well as courgette, for the answer to
guestion 4 which was Sounds like central black stone (the
thinking here being the Black Stone of Mecca).

Well done to Sue Pearce, Jan Wookey & Diane, Anne
Burmester, Sheila Read, Karen Smith and Carl & Caroline
Butcher for getting them all right. The first name out the hat
this time was Sheila Read. Your prize is on its way, Sheila.

24



Focal Point, September 2011

- EEE TR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEm 1
| 1
| .
| The September quiz :
|
: These are all first lines of well  -known :
; hymns, with the appropriate number of I
1 spaces for each word. Please get your [
: answers in by September 13 - details !
, are overleaf. !
I I
:1 O----- C-------- S------- :
) 2. A-- P----- T--- O- E---- D- D---- I
13 B------ O- M- B----- O- G-- I
: 4, F-- T-- B----- O- T-- E---- :
1 5. P----- M- S--- T-- K--- O- H----- |
1 6. G--- M- J-- |- M- H---- I
: 7. T-- H--- T--- O--- W-- C------ :
| Wo-e Tone-- |
18 W---1 S----- T-- W------- C---- I
19 A----- F--- T-- R----- O- G---- ,
1 100 W- P----- T-- F----- A-- S------ I
11, A-- T----- B----- A-- B-------- I
1 12, M------ H-- B----- ;
1 13. C--- D--- O L--- D----- I
I 14, O G-- O-- H--- |- A--- P--- l
15, A------ G---- ,
1 16. D--- L--- A-- F----- O- M------ I
: 17. L--- D----- A-- L---- E-------- I
; 18, T------ T-- N---- O- D---- A-- :
| S----- 1
: 9. L-- A-- T-- W---- |- E---- C----- :
| S--- 1
1200 T----1- A G---- H--- F-- A--- I
I I
: Nameg é € é é é é Contact: . ................... : ......
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Deadline for October edition

Please get copy and quiz answers to 18 Church Road,
Bitton, Bristol BS30 6HH by September 13. Or email
bittonfocalpoint@live.co.uk

Your photos. Disappointed?

For years, I’'ve been helping people by
making their photos lighter or darker,
making embarrassing bits disappear,
improving the colours and a lot more.
Give me a call: Paul Wigmore 932 5004

pw@paulwigmore.co.uk
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