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Season’s greetings 
Here we are in December already – where has this year 
gone? 

We have a bumper edition for you this month – with Angela 
Dudley-Warde‟s exclusive interview with our resident celebrity, 
Noel Edmonds, the highlight. 

There are Christmas messages, from Den Harding, of  Bitton 
Methodist Church, and Paul Denyer, vicar of St Mary‟s. They talk 
about how our parish is going through, and adapting to, great 
change. 

 Recent years have seen the Intier factory and its staff go, the 
post office shut, and the poor pub still stands empty with last 
year‟s Christmas decorations visible through the windows. More 
recently we have learned that the Methodist church is to close. 

But we have the prospect of a new community centre in Mill 
Lane, of greater links between our churches, and hopes that 
when the recession is behind us, a regeneration project will 
ensure that the vacant factory site, a hive of industry since the 
18th century, gets a new lease of life. 

Also in this edition you‟ll find some great advice on buying a 
Christmas tree from Rob at the Chief Trading Post, the times of 
Christmas services at our local churches, and all the local news. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a happy, peaceful 
2010. See you in January!  

Becky  
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Message from the minister 
We have already begun the 
season of Advent in the 
Christian calendar – a period 
of spiritual preparation as we 
look forward to the birth of 
our Lord Jesus.  

I imagine that it is also a 
time of preparation on a 
practical level as we write 
Christmas card lists, and 
present lists, and 
plan food shopping, 
etc.   

A fellow colleague 
told me he had 
received his first 
Christmas card at 
the end of October 
this year – that is 
preparation far beyond most 
people (myself included) who 
wouldn‟t have even bought 
Christmas cards by that 
point, let alone written and 
posted them! 

You will no doubt now be 
aware that plans are afoot at 
Bitton Methodist Church – 
firstly to cease to meet for 
worship from the end of 
August next year, and in the 
period of time from now to 
then, to try to find the way 

forward for the future of the 
church, which we hope and 
pray will include conversion 
of the building into a 
community facility, whilst still 
retaining a worshipping 
centre in Bitton.   

Integral to these hopes and 
desires is the collaboration of 
St Mary‟s Bitton (who I am 

thrilled to say are as 
supportive as they 
have always been); 
and of the community 
as a whole. 

So, we as a church 
family enter into our 
own time of 
preparation – to give 

thanks to God for all that the 
past has been, and for the 
faithful people who have 
been a part of it, and to begin 
to see what the future could 
look like in Bitton.   

We could be fearful and 
apprehensive, with real 
trepidation as we look to the 
future (this would be 
understandable to most 
people), or we could have 
vision and confidence as we 
seek to do new things to  
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engage with more people in 
the community, and to 
continue to remind people of 
the significance of the birth of 
a tiny baby 2,000 years ago 
in Bethlehem.  

 I wonder how the story of 
the Nativity might have 
looked if Mary had refused to 
travel to Bethlehem for the 
census, preferring instead 
the security of what she 
knew and loved?   

This is a time of looking at 
the wonder of God incarnate 
– God „with skin on‟ – and 
recognising and believing in 
the God who can do all 
things.  We believe God still 
has work for the people 
called Methodists to do in 
Bitton.  We prepare for the  

 

 

future with great excitement, 
knowing that God is ahead of 
us in all our planning, and 
with confidence with our 
Christian partners alongside 
us, leaving behind the 
security of the past of what 
we know and love, and 
having confidence for the 
future. 

May each of you know the 
confidence in your life that 
can only come from knowing 
the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords this Christmas. 

The folk at Bitton Methodist 
Church join with me in 
wishing you all a joyful 
Christmas, and an exciting 
2010. God bless you. 
 

Rev Den Harding

…and from the vicar of St Mary’s 
At our recent PCC meeting, 
we learnt that the Methodist 
Chapel is to close for regular 
worship in August 2010. 

However, with 
encouragement from the 
Minister, Den Harding, the 
Methodists in Bitton intend to 
sell their pipe organ and 

realise enough funds to strip 
out the existing church and 
make it more accessible for 
community use.   

It is envisaged that informal 
worship for young families 
and the employment of a 
community worker might well 
follow. These are interesting  
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developments that must 
affect the way in which we 
look at the worship and 
witness of the whole Church 
in the village.  

There is also the question of 
the Intier site. What 
community provision may be 
provided there? A great deal 
to explore!  So, as we look 
into the New Year, all kinds 
of possibilities are 
in view, especially 
at a time when we 
at St Mary‟s 
recognise we need 
to open our building 
and hearts to the 
community. 

In the midst of all 
this comes the birth of the 
baby Jesus – vulnerable, yet 
feted by shepherds and 
kings, a symbol of both 
humility and royalty, 
someone who will both serve 
and lead.  

This speaks powerfully to us 
as we reassess our role. 
Under the direction of Jim 
Heavens, the PCC engaged  

in a „SWOT‟ exercise, in 
which members were invited 
to suggest the Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities  

 

and Threats of life at St 
Mary‟s.  We were given a 
pack of post-its each, and 
the millennium tapestry in the 
Lady Chapel was soon 
festooned with suggestions. 
What this exercise enabled 
us to realise was how closely 
our role as the Body of Christ 
in 2009/2010 echoes the role 
of the baby born in 

Bethlehem. We at St 
Mary‟s are vulnerable, 
yet a royal priesthood. 
We are called both to 
serve and lead.  

The future looks 
bright, a future which it 
will be our privilege to 
share in close 
cooperation with the 

Methodists. One of the 
jewels of Methodism is John 
Wesley‟s Covenant Service. 
It will be wonderful if, on 
Sunday, January 3 at 
6.15pm, we can all crowd 
into the chapel at Bitton to 
join in that act of worship. It 
will be a sign of our intention 
and commitment jointly to 
seek God‟s will. 

I wish you all the happiest of 
Christmases! 

Rev Paul Denyer



 

 Focal Point, December 2009                                                        

  

 

 
 
 

 
Our churches and services 

UPTON CHEYNEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Elder: Muriel Williams      

) 0117 961 6843 

Please join us for a service of Lessons and Carols led by Mr 
John Creech on Sunday, December 13 at 3pm. As in recent 
years, apart from this service, we shall be closing for 
December, January and February, reopening in March. 
Season’s greetings to all our readers. 

BITTON METHODIST CHURCH 

Minister: The Rev Denise Harding 

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH 

) 0117 961 5592 

Correspondence secretary: Mr Reg Pullin  

113 Parkwall Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA  

) 0117 967 1073 
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6.15pm Sunday services for December                       

  

6th
 Rev Den Harding, Communion service 

13th  Rev Den Harding (6.30pm) carol service 
20th  @ Unity Oldland carol service 
25th Rev Den Harding (11am) 
27th @ Made for Ever 

 
 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 

 
Vicar:  The Rev Canon Paul Denyer    

The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 

) 0117 967 3965 

 
Curate: The Rev Maria Shepherdson 
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 

) 0117 960 8442 

  
Lay ministers: Mr Ken Gibson, 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 

) 0117 932 2122 

 
Dr David Bailey, Westover House, Bitton, BS30 6HT 

) 0117 932 8449 

 
Churchwardens: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage,  
40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 

) 0117 932 3868  

 
Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High Street, Bitton 

) 0117 932 5376 
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Baptism Inquiries: Mrs Jean Gray ) 0117 967 2964 

Marriage and funeral inquiries:  To the vicar 

 

St Mary’s services for December 

Sunday, December 6 10.30am Parish Communion 

Sunday Funday in the 
church hall for under-
sevens and their parents 

Thurs, December 10 

 

9.30am 

 

Celtic Holy Communion 

Coffee & cake 10.15am - 
11.15am 

Sunday, December 13 8am Holy Communion 

 

 
 
 

 
  

10.30am Family gift service and 
Nativity play. Please bring 
an unwrapped gift for 
Muller Homes to give to 
needy families, or tins for 
Bristol„s Soup Run 

Sunday, December 20 10.30am Morning Prayer 

 6.30pm Candelit service of 
Lessons and Carols 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Thurs, December 24 

 

4pm 

 

Carols around the crib 

 11.30pm Midnight Communion 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday, December 25 

 

8am 

 

Holy Communion 

 10.30am Christmas Praise 

Sunday, December 27 8am Holy Communion 

 10.30am Benefice Communion at  
St Anne‟s, Siston 
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Decorating the church 
On Saturday, December 19 we shall decorate the church for 
Christmas, starting at 9.30am. 

I look forward to seeing all my regulars, plus anyone who might 
like to join us. 

This is going to be my last festival „in charge‟ of all that happens 
on these occasions and I would like to thank everyone who has 
supported me so much over the years, not least Ann Bush and all 
the team for their help and encouragement.   

It has been an absolute privilege to create arrangements for our 
beautiful church of St Mary‟s and I still hope to help in the future. 
I must also thank those who regularly give so generously to the 
Flower Fund, as I have said before, without their help there would 
be no flowers, so as a final plug, please remember the box in 
church! 

Karen Smith will be taking over as from January.  Karen is an 
expert flower arranger, with lots of experience, we are very lucky 
to have her, and I‟m sure that you will give her the same support 
as I have enjoyed. 
 I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
  

Judith Butson 

Blue Christmas 

For all those who feel bereaved, lonely or stressed, or who 
just want a carol-free time of quiet where it is safe to feel 

blue about Christmas, come to the Lady Chapel at St Mary’s 
on Thursday, December 17 at 7 for 7.30pm. 
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 Tea Club                             
Tues day , December  1  Meet at The White Hart at 

12.30pm to arrange   
transport to Bitton Hill 

 
Thurs,  Decemb er  17       Meet at the White Hart at   

1.15 for Bristol Old Vic to 

see Hansel & Gretel   
 

Nativity at the Inn – new for 2009 

 
Will there be room at the Inn? 

Come to the Upton at 6pm 
on Tuesday, December 22 

and find outé 
There will also be Carols at 

the Inn on Wednesday, 
December 23 at 7.30pm ï
come on up and sing your 

favourites! 
 

1st Bitton Guides 
It‟s our 85th birthday and we are inviting past Guides to visit our 
HQ and meet today‟s Guides on Saturday, January 30 from 2.30-

4.30pm.  RSVP by January 20 to Sylvia on 0117 967 9867. 

Sylvia Brown & Sam Nutt (leaders), and the 1st Bitton Guides 
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Christian Aid at Christmas 
Give hope at Christmas – that‟s the challenge on this 

year‟s Christian Aid envelopes. 
On the back of each envelope is a photograph of Noor 

Rabia, a young Palestinian.  You‟ll see that something‟s 
missing in the picture – Noor‟s right hand.  

He lost it in an explosion. Noor was devastated – he 
dropped out of school and stopped seeing his friends.  
His family were too poor to get him help.  But today, 

thanks to Fatin Al Shoppi, his counsellor from Christian 
Aid‟s partner, the Bethlehem YMCA, he‟s recovered from 
the trauma.  He‟s back at school and looking forward to 
achieving training that will mean his disability can‟t trap 

him in poverty.  
You can give hope to others like Noor by putting 

money in the Christian Aid envelopes which will be in the 
pews during the Christmas period.  And fill in the Gift Aid 

form so the tax can be reclaimed.  

Nicola Bennetts 

 

Barry Road appeal lodged 
The developers behind plans to build 450 
homes on green fields at Barry Road, 
Oldland Common, have lodged an appeal 
with the Secretary of State.  
The scheme by Strategic Land Partnership was turned 

down last month by councillors. There were almost 1,700 
objections to the plans for the 17.93 hectare site.  Written 
views should be made to the Planning Inspectorate by 
December 11, reference number APP/PO119/A/2115496/NWF. 
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Message from Bishop Lee 
n the season of Advent, Church tradition encourages 
Christians to turn their gaze to the wrapping up of history as 
we know it. To give attention to the four last things: heaven, 

hell, death and judgement.   

The readings set for Advent usually include fiery, apocalyptic 
passages of cosmic and earthly chaos. I can imagine casual 
visitors to churches feeling this is a long way from what most 
people are focused on as Christmas rushes upon us.  

They probably wonder why the Church is going on about “fire 
and destruction” as everyone else is warming to peace on earth 
and goodwill to all!   

But is a focus on the last things really so out of touch?  And 
might it have more to say about hope and security than 
completing Christmas shopping.

If our diet of movies and TV is any guide, contemporary Western 
society is obsessed with the end of things as we know them.  

Movies like Armageddon remind us that a careering asteroid 
could have our planet‟s number on it, while The Day After 
Tomorrow posits how climate change could precipitate a new ice 
age.  A plethora of films and TV series paint a world decimated 
by this or that lethal virus. In each case we are invited to think 
that these catastrophes may be less fictional than we would like 
to believe. 

Not far below the surface we have a real awareness of our 
fragility and transience, and modern scientific knowledge 
reinforces that sense of impermanence.

I 
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From the parish register  
Baptism, October 18, 2009 

Harry Carl Mercer 
Son of Karen and Neil 

 

 

We know our Sun will eventually burn out and turn cold, and the 
universe could go the same way (or end in a fiery conflagration 
dubbed „the big crunch‟)!  Given that all these gloomy scenarios 
are played out over a timescale of eons, you would think they 
have little impact on our daily lives.   

Yet the psychological impact is potentially very significant, crying 
out at a profound level that the universe is destined for futility, 
that ultimately the road leads to nowhere.  

The message of Advent radically contradicts this bleak 
assessment and declares the faithfulness of God to his creation.  
Christ will come again!  There will be “a new heaven and a new 
Earth”. The life, death and resurrection of Jesus has opened a 
different horizon and secured a new future, born from within the 
old.   

The Scriptures do not point to a disembodied „heaven‟ but a 
fresh beginning, a new creation from the old, where there will be 
no more death, tears or pain. 

It is this hope that is to shape Christian thinking and action, and 
this future which fuels us now.  Christian hope is not putting your 
hands together and praying for the best – a kind of religious 
equivalent of crossing our fingers.  It is a conviction which guides 
and sustains all we do. 

A marketing executive once said to a colleague of mine, “People 
are crying out for what you have to offer in the Church.  You have 
something that no one else is able to deliver.  You have Hope.”  

Let‟s make this the keynote for Advent.
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In the 
spotlight 
Angela Dudley-Wardeôs 
exclusive interview with 
resident celebrity Noel 
Edmonds and his wife, Liz 

 

ne of the nicest things 
about writing for the 
parish mag is you 

never know where your next 
assignment will be.   

So when former editor John 
Evans said „I‟d like you to 
pop down and meet a lovely 
new couple who haven‟t 
been in the village very long, 
see how they‟re settling in 
and what they think of it so 
far‟, I didn‟t know what to 
expect – or who.  

 Little did I know it would be 
someone I had a teenage 
crush on, and that I was 
about to sit and have a chat 
with him in his own garden!  

Fairly confident that I could 
overcome my nerves, I 
casually said „Hello, I‟m here 
for the parish magazine 
interview‟, only to have his 
warm, friendly voice reply 
and make me feel like a  

 

 

long-lost friend: “Hi Angela, 
come on in!” It was then I 
started to pinch myself – I 
really was going to meet my 
hero. 

It was a beautiful late 
summer‟s day and there was 
a wonderful air of peace, 
calm and normality about the 
Edmonds‟ garden.  

A relaxed and happy 
couple greeted me at the 
door and we took advantage 
of the sunshine and sat in 
the garden whilst family pets, 
Mr Chips, the Labrador, lay 
at his master‟s feet and Miss 
Fish (yes – just how  

O 
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delightfully corny is that?) the 
beautiful Siamese cat 
stretched out on the grass – 
completely ignoring Cilla the 
hen and her mates who were 
strutting around amongst us. 

It was all a bit surreal with 
Liz preparing cooking apples 
to make a pie for the 
children‟s tea and himself in 
a Dad‟s Army T-shirt and 
jeans, laid-back and at ease 
as he poured us all an 
elderflower pressé. It really 
was like popping in to see a 
couple of good friends and I 
began to forget that this was 
HE – the one I had planned 
to marry, just because I 
loved the sound of his 
voice on Radio 1 when I 
was 15! 

 

 thought I probably ought 
to start off with my 
confession of teenage 

years, especially as Liz was 
there and was so friendly  – 
nothing like a bit of real 
honesty when getting to 
know someone new, I 
thought. 

 It went pretty well really 
when I owned up, and apart 
from the quick flash  

 

of „Oh help – a Fatal 
Attraction moment could be 
looming – lock up the rabbit, 
Liz!‟  that swept over his 
face, I didn‟t get thrown out, 
and Liz‟s hand movements 
with the apple corer still 
seemed quite steady, so I 
thought I would press on. 

It was good to discover we 
had both found our soul 
mates – having both married 
this year.  I was delighted to 
share their happiness and to 
see what a fabulous couple 
they make, so we chatted at 
ease about their new life in 
the parish and how much 
they are enjoying their new 
surroundings.   

With Noel‟s sense of 
humour it was no surprise 
that he was quite taken with 
the fact that he is living in the 
house once owned by Sir 
John Harington, inventor of 
the flushing lavatory – not to 
mention another celebrity, 
Patrick Fyffe, aka Dame 
Hilda Bracket. 

Noel and Liz really enjoy 
their garden and manage 
most of it themselves, with 
help from the family who love 
to come over and muck in at  

I 
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the weekend.  It certainly 
was magnificent looking out 
across the valley and the 
surrounding fields, and totally 
in keeping with their views 
about protecting the green 
belt area which we all love.  

Noel was keen to stress that 
whilst his views on energy 
saving were a real passion 
(he is chairman of the 
Renewable Energy 
Foundation), there was no 
Nimby issue for him, just 
because he lived in such an 
idyllic spot.  As Liz pointed 
out, “There is only so much 
room in a lift!”  

If you compare that analogy 
to the size of the UK, and the 
number of people living here 
now, it is a big worry about 
how we can actually provide 
sufficient resources to look 
after all the inhabitants.   

The sort of questions Noel 
would be putting to any 
developers with their eyes on 
any parts of the parish would 
be, for example, “Where are 
any new houses going to get 
their energy from without 
compromising the existing 
residents?”  

 

 
He explained: “We need 

our green belt areas and 
every inch of our fertile 
ground to grow food to feed 
the population we already 
have or there will certainly be 
a major crisis in this country 
in the future.” 

 
 was very pleased to hear 
how committed both Noel 
and Liz were to protecting 

our rural environment which 
they felt had a real 
community spirit and 
something they had 
experienced since moving 
here.   
“There is always a fine line 

between getting involved in 
the local community and 
retaining your own privacy, 
but we do want to feel as 
much a part of village life as 
we can and have enjoyed the 
warm and friendly welcome 
we‟ve had – it was lovely to  
be able join in the parish fete 
and to help the WI earlier in 
the year with their 
fundraising for the church 
too,” said Noel. 
Talking about fundraising – 

Liz told me how special it 
was to take part in the  

I 
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Midnight Memory Walk in 
Bristol with over 700 women 
in September, despite Noel 
jumping out and surprising 
them from various positions 
on route!  
They feel truly blessed and 

are mindful of having such 
an advantaged lifestyle so try 
to give back as much as they 
can to charitable causes that 
are particularly meaningful to 
them, such as the Children‟s 
Hospice South West and 
NSPCC. 

It was nearly time to leave, 
having been privileged to 
share an hour or so in  
Conversation with such a 
delightful and well-grounded 
couple who pride themselves 
on being “dull and normal” – 
their words not mine!   

 

 
We had one interruption, 

when a helicopter flew over 
the house and Noel had to  
give it his close examination 
– being an aficionado of such 
machinery.  With that came 
his own boyhood confession.   

Noel has always dreamed 
of owning his own narrow-
gauge model railway, so 
having the steam railway 
near his new home is what 
he calls „”the next best thing”. 
“I‟ve got Thomas the Tank 

Engine running along the 
bottom of my garden!” 

Be sure to give them a 
wave next time you take a 
ride, and let‟s hope this 
couple will be with us for 
many years to come – deal 
or no deal! 

Angela Dudley-Warde

Cicely Zielinski 
The family would like to thank everyone for their messages 
of sympathy following the sudden and unexpected death of 

Cicely Zielinski on November 5. 

Cicely, from Aubrey Meads, was 86 and lived in Bitton all her 
life.  Her funeral was held at Haycombe. 

She leaves a husband, Gus, two daughters, Wendy and 
Jacqueline.  She also leaves five grandchildren and four  

great-grandsons. 
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The 15th Annual Upton Putter 

A digital radio, three hours‟ slave labour and a cuddly toy - just a 
few of the items auctioned at the Upton Putter Dinner. 

The funds raised by the golf tournament and charity dinner (and 
auction) totalled almost £1,300 which will be divided between the 

David Norman Trust which supports youngsters selected 
 for training voyages on the Tall Ships, and the Children‟s 

Hospice South West. 
After a cold, wet day on the Lansdown golf course, golfers and 

their guests were addressed by three recent Tall Ships mariners, 
Brendon Rivers, Jack Hawking and Dean Lynn, who spoke with 

enthusiasm about their adventures. 
As for the golf, prizes were awarded for achievements during the 

day with the Upton Putter going to Gary Marks.   
This, the 15th annual tournament, was a landmark occasion in 

other respects.  Co-founder John Evans stepped down as overall 
organiser to focus solely on the golf.  

Roz Burmester and Jamie Pike take up the baton  
(or maybe it‟s the iron!). 

Nicola Bennetts 

 
Quiz answers and January deadline 

The answers were: dressing gown, overcoat, track suit, 
cummerbund, scarf, cardigan, pyjamas, petticoat, cravat, Bermuda 

shorts, jodhpurs, anorak, waistcoat, gloves, stockings, sweater, 
dinner jacket, knickerbockers, nightdress and dungarees. 

There were eight correct entries and the first name out the hat was 
Pam Heyes!  A box of chocolates is on its way.  

On the next page youôll find the Christmas quiz ï please get your 
answers in to me, as well as copy for the next edition of Focal 

Point,  by December 13 (18 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6HH, email 
rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk or call me on 0117 932 5037). 

mailto:rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk
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A Christmas quiz 
 
ACROSS 
1. Named cooking utensil (5,3) 
5. Former marine activity! (10) 
6. Who said „Christmas won‟t be 
Christmas without any presents‟? (2,5) 
7. girl‟s no cares (anagram) (5,7) 
9. Catchy appeal? (6,5) 
11. Fireside jazz singer (10) 
13. The connection between Captain 
Cook and the festive season? (9,6) 
14. ac soon tired (anagram) (11) 
16. See 22 Down 
17. Laying in provisions? (8) 
18. The boy‟s at home! (7) 
19. What is the date of St Nicholas‟ 
Day? (5,8) 
24. The Latin, botanical name for Holly 
(4,10) 
26. see tom lit (anagram) (9) 
27. See 23 Down 
 
 

 
 
DOWN 
1. Pet visits chemist! (4,2,5) 
2. See 12 Down 
3. Chattering pulse and its owner 
(4,3,3,9) 
4. Eleven… (6,7) 
8. Apart from Rudolph, another of 
Santa‟s eight reindeer (7) 
10. Where are the ships heading in‟ I 
saw three ships‟? (9) 
12 & 2 Down. Who wrote „Not a 
creature was stirring, not even a 
mouse…‟? (7,5) 
15. What parents often hope for! (6,5) 
20. Who made the first Christmas 
crackers? (3,5) 
21. Where was it „always winter but 
never Christmas‟? (6) 
22 & 16 Across. Tenor‟s bare bird 
(anagram) (5,9) 
23 & 27 Across. Who received „a 
blooming awful tie from Aunty Elsie‟? 
(6,9) 
25. How many ghosts appear in 
Dickens‟ „Christmas Carol‟? (4) 
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Beekeeping 
with Brenda 
This morning I woke to see a 
thin line of frost on the roof of 
my car. The leaves on the 
horse chestnut have turned a 
deep brown and on the 
country paths pointed rose 
hips and clouds of wild 
clematis clothe the hedges. 

It is time to prepare the bee 
hives for winter; I will remove 
the plastic floors to allow a 
flow of air through the hives.  

Winter cold is not a problem 
for bees, they keep the 
internal temperature of the 
hive at about the same as a 
warm blooded creature by 
flexing their wing muscles to 
create heat, using stored 
honey for fuel.  Damp can 
cause the colony to die and I 
need to leave the mesh 
floors open to provide good 
ventilation.  

Four of my colonies are 
strong, I can see bees flying 
in the warmest part of the 
day.  Once the temperature 
rises to 10 degrees 
centigrade they are still able 
to forage and the stronger 
colonies send out a few  

bees.  At lower temperatures 
the bees become torpid. 

The drones have all been 
banished, thrown out to die. 
Their only task as far as we 
know is to fertilise the virgin 
queens and they are no 
longer welcome once 
summer is over; they would 
eat up precious honey 
stores. 

I will put some more liquid 
food on the one very small 
colony, a late swarm. 
Beekeeping authority says 
they are not large enough to 
survive; the recommendation 
is to combine them with a 
strong colony in late summer 
but I was reluctant to disturb 
any of my settled hives by 
introducing „foreign‟ bees.  
I will wait and see whether  
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Bound up in history 
Would you like a commemorative copy of the script of the 

Son Et Lumiere, which was performed at St Maryôs in 2005? 

This celebrated 1,000 years of the history of the church and 
the parish was written by John J Evans and is beautifully 

illustrated. A hardback copy in red or black with gold lettering 
is £30. A softback copy in black with gold lettering is £15. 

Orders to Ann Willis, Yew Cottage, 40 Church Road, Bitton  
(0117 932 3868) before December 20 please.  Cheques 

should be made out to St Maryôs. 

 

they come through the 
winter.  

My apiary of five hives is 
protected from the worst of 
the winter weather by a thick 
hedge facing south west, 
which cuts down the 
prevailing wind and rain, and 
the overarching lime tree 
provides some protection 
against frost and low 
temperatures. 

My heart lifts when I 
imagine the preparations 
each colony is making; the 
brood is reduced to a small 
area which the bees are able 
to cover with their bodies, 
creating a soft, round ball  

 

With the queen and brood in 
its centre, keeping the whole 
of the colony warm and 
comfortable. 

These winter bees will live 
for six months in the constant 
darkness of their hive, 
whereas the active summer 
bees are spent in six weeks. 

My responsibility is to 
provide a disease-free 
environment, protection from 
predators such as mice and 
woodpeckers, and to treat 
the invasive varroa mite.  

My bees have given me 
much joy over the summer 
and I look forward to their 
company again in spring. 
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In the garden 
May I first apologise for no November gardening 
article – it is my own fault. I had drafted some 
notes and they became lost in other documents. 

When you receive this magazine hopefully all 
your Christmas plans are well on schedule and 
you are about to make one of the most important 
purchases of the year – the Christmas tree.  

At Chief Trading Post we pride ourselves in how we go about 
sourcing our trees – the quality and price must be right. It is 
reported that the quality of trees this year is very good, but the 
price will be up.  Denmark is one of the biggest producers of 
Christmas trees and until last year, growers had been heavily 
subsidised by their government and could charge a lot less than 
other countries‟ producers. This subsidy has been removed and 
growers have planted a lot fewer trees and charged a lot more.  

There is also the problem concerning the strength of the Euro 
against the Pound. We will keep prices as low as possible.   

We sell four types of Christmas trees. Frasers are the most 

slender and fragrant, ideal for smaller rooms. A native to this 
country, it has needle retaining properties. Noble have large 
branches, good fragrance and a lovely blue sheen, as well as 
good needle retention. Nordman are now the most popular 
selling Christmas tree, with their large, deep green leaves, fair 
fragrance and excellent needle retention qualities.  

Last, but not least, Norway spruce, which most of us regard as 

the „real‟ Christmas tree, is still very popular though its needle 
retention is not as good.  

At this moment I am busy making an area to display and sell our 
trees, hopefully better than before. Pay me a visit to see if I have 
pulled it off!  

As for jobs in December, I recommend a rest!  Wishing you all a 
very happy and healthy Christmas! 

Rob and all the staff at the Chief Trading Post
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All change at Bitton WI
The AGM, held on November 9, was well attended by the 45 
current members of Bitton WI. 

Elizabeth Crew, WI adviser for Avon County Federation of 
Women‟s Institutes, was present to oversee due process was 
adhered to during this important AGM, 
which saw the election of a new 
president, Janet Ballinger, to replace 
Jean Hook, who has presided over Bitton 
WI, providing excellent and unwavering 
commitment and stewardship, for the 
past four years. 

Jean recalled being invited to join Bitton 
WI by Edith Cary some 14 years ago. 
Edith was president of Bitton WI at the 
time and Jean described being full of 
admiration for Edith as she stood up and 
led the monthly meetings, never 
believing that, one day she would be 
elected as president herself, engendering similar feelings of 
respect and being held in high esteem by WI members, not only 
in Bitton WI, but by other WIs across the county (Jean is also 
group secretary for the Upton Cheyney WI group). 

During her president‟s annual report, Jean reminded us what an 
eventful year it had been for Bitton WI, not least as in March, 
Bitton WI celebrated its 70th year which included stimulating and 
interesting local, group and federation outings, walks, 
educational, craft and sporting events, various seasonal festivities 
(some including in-house entertainment by our own very talented 
members), hosting informative and inspirational speakers, and 
charitable events, a highlight of which was an evening with Noel 
Edmonds to help raise funds for the St Mary‟s Church Living 
Stones Appeal.  
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Ann Bush (Bitton WI almoner) hosted a coffee morning at her 
home in aid of the Stroke Association. And 18 shoeboxes packed 
with Christmas goodies and donations are currently on their way 
to the Ukraine. Funds have also been raised by members for 
WaterAid.  

Some members had also taken advantage of the bursary 
scheme to extend their skills by attending courses at Denman 
College (the WI‟s residential college near Oxford, pictured below, 
named after the former NFWI chairman Lady Denman). 

Prior to passing on the mantle of office and welcoming her 
successor, Jean led the election of four new members to the 
committee and thanked those 
standing down, Christine Battle, 
Terena Sterry, Gabriel Frankcom 
and Denise Sebastionelli, having 
served many years between them 
as dedicated committee members. 

Then followed the rather nerve-
wracking electoral process, 
skillfully led by Elizabeth Crew, of determining whether someone 
would bravely step forward to fill Jean‟s shoes? 

 Although Jean will doubtless be a very hard act to follow, 
members were unanimous in supporting and welcoming our new, 
very accomplished president, Janet Ballinger.  

Congratulations Janet – now the admiration and respect is all 
yours! 

Cheryl Wright 
 
Note from editor: As it is customary for WI committee 
members to rotate roles and responsibilities on an annual 
basis, Cheryl will be handing over her role as correspondent 
for the Focal Point  on behalf of Bitton WI to a fellow 
committee member (yet to be decided) as from next month. 
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News from Bitton Village  
Residents’ Association 

 
Flicks in the Sticks 

Because of the busy party season there is no film show in 
December. Our next screening is on Friday, January 15. 

Christmas Door Wreath Demonstration 
This takes place on Tuesday, December 1 at 7.30pm. 

Judith Butson, Ann Bush and Bridget Hetzel invite you to a festive 
evening with mulled wine to see a presentation of ideas and 

demonstrations on how to make Christmas door wreaths  
to decorate your home. 

The workshop takes place in the Old School Room, Church 
Lane, Bitton. Tickets are £3 on the door or from Bridget Hetzel  

on 0117 932 9939. 

Gardening Club 

An initial meeting of gardening enthusiasts 
took place in November and we decided that a 
gardening club in Bitton would be a great idea. 
At that meeting 10 people volunteered to form 

a committee to plan the programme and 
organise events for 2010. 

The first meeting, when everyone is invited to sign up for 
membership of the Gardening Club and receive the planned 
programme of speakers and garden visits, is to be held on 

Tuesday, January 26 in the Old School Room, Church Lane. 
Doors open at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Come and join us for a 

glass of wine or a cup of tea, a chat and a fun quiz on gardening. 
Annual membership is £12.  

If you would like to be on the BVRA e-mailing list, e-mail 
hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk 


