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This Month‟s Front Cover 

The Reception Class at The Meadows School learning their Road 
Safety Drills.  We know who to call on if Pam Hacker, the regular 
Lollipop Lady, ever needs a day off.  See page 13 for more news 
of the school‟s talented pupils. Photographs, as ever, by Paul 
Wigmore, Focal Point‟s resident cameraman. 

 
A Very Happy Christmas to all our advertisers, our contributors, 

our readers and to all the people who help to produce your 
Parish~Community magazine. 
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Paul‟s Christmas Message ~ 2008 
Shock! Horror!! 75% of children know Christmas has something to do with 

Jesus!!! 
Dear Friends 
In a recent newspaper article, meant to cause dismay, the results of research 

were published which suggested that: 
 25% of children did not know that Christmas is the celebration of the 

birth of Jesus. 
 11% of children believed the festive season celebrated the birth of 

Father Christmas. 

 25% of children thought Easter marked the anniversary of the 
invention of chocolate. 

 9% thought Easter was the birthday of the Easter Bunny. 

In fact these statistics had, for me, an effect opposite to dismay. I found them 
encouraging; and, when I go into our local schools, I am struck by the high 
levels of awareness amongst the children about the Christian story. Despite 

the distracting razzmatazz, the message is still getting through that. At this 
time of year, a special child who is a sign of undying hope, is being born again 
in our hearts  

 
For me, Christmas is a reminder each year of two vital things: the power and 
vulnerability of love and the fact of almighty God becoming one of us. As a 

grandparent I have been delighted and surprised (several times recently!) at 
the compelling and wonderful beauty and attractiveness of a tiny baby. Its 

very weakness and dependence invokes tenderness, a love, a desire to 
protect and cherish, which nothing else can. And this precious life is our 
responsibility! It is truly amazing and is, I guess, the reason why we get so 

angry and upset when we hear of defenceless children being harmed and 
abused.  How could anyone deny such an awesome responsibility, such a 
basic human duty? 

 
Christmas is a reminder that it is love which makes the world go round. But 
Christmas also presents us with a challenge. The life of Christ, the baby in 

Bethlehem, is our responsibility. God is not going to wave a magic wand to 
put the world straight. He wants us to be on the case. Every time a child is 
born and brought to the font, we are celebrating this remarkable trust that 

God is showing in us. We are his co-workers. 
 
Let‟s give thanks that 75% of children know about Jesus and Christmas, and 

that world-weary adults like me can be surprised, delighted and transformed 
by a baby child for whose life in the world we are now responsible! 

God bless you all at this special season. 

Paul Denyer  
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AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

                                
    

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 

 
Elder ï Muriel Williams 

0117 – 961 6843 

Sunday 14th December 2008 
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Prepared by Mr R Pullin  

from  

The Bitton Methodist Church 

EVERYONE WILL BE WELCOME AT THIS SERVICE 
 

Following this celebration of the Christmas Festival, we shall be closing 
for the winter months. Services will recommence at the beginning of 

March 2009 
 
 

Bitton Methodist Church 

 
Minister ï The Rev. Denise Harding 

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 
Correspondence Secretary ï Mr Reg Pullin 

113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073  

 
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for December 

December 7th  Communion Service   Rev Den Harding 

December 14th    Thank Offering service  Rev Den Harding 
December 21st                Mr R Lucas 

December 28th      Rev A Prout 
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St Mary‟s Church Bitton 
Vicar:      The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer  0117 967 3965 

   The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate:   The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson  0117 960 8442 

   25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 

Lay    Mr Ken Gibson,    0117 932 2122 
Ministers:  8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 

   Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117 932 8949 
   Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 

Church   Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 

Wardens:  40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
   Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive,  0117 932 6898  

   Willsbridge, BS30 6UP 
Baptism Enquiries:   Mrs Jean Gray   0117 967 2964 

Marriage & Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar 

 
Our Services in December 2008 

Thursday 4 December 9.30  Celtic Service of Holy Communion 
Sunday    7 December 10.30  Parish Communion 

Sunday  14 December 08.00  Holy Communion 

   10.30  Family Gift Service & Nativity Play 
(Please bring an unwrapped gift of new or nearly new toys, books, games, or 

toiletries which the Muller Homes will give to needy families, or tins of soup for 
the Bristol Soup run.) 

Sunday 21 December 10.30  Morning Prayers 
   6.30 pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

Wednesday 24 December  Christmas Eve 

   08.00  Carols round the Crib 
   11.30 pm Christmas Midnight Communion 

Thursday 25 December   Christmas Day 
   08.00  Holy Communion 

   10.30  Christmas Praise   

Sunday 28 December 08.00  Holy Communion 
   10.30  Benefice Communion at St Barnabas 

     Church, Warmley 
       

Our main Sunday morning worship at 10.30 seeks to meet  
the needs of all ages by providing  special groups for: 

Pathfinders ~ 10 years and over 
Explorers ~  7 to 10 years 

and for children under 7, a Play Area is available in the Lady Chapel 
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St Mary‟s Matters             December 2008         

I am writing on 11th of November, Armistice Day.  Last Sunday 

a Service of Remembrance was held in St Mary‟s Church. The 
Rev Den Harding gave a moving sermon, reminding us that, 

while we must never forget, we must all share the 
responsibility for creating a more peaceful world. Sharing 

God‟s love with those we meet is perhaps a good starting 
point. Geoff Dando‟s excellent prayers helped to focus our 

thoughts, and the moving, striking parallel between soldiers who paid dearly for 

their country, and Jesus who made the ultimate sacrifice for the world, was in 
the forefront of our minds.  

 
The Congregation then moved to the War Memorial in the Churchyard for the 

traditional two minutes silence and the playing of the Last Post.  Members of 

the Royal British Legion, Bristol Army Cadet Force, Chair of Bitton Parish Council 
and Children from the congregation then laid wreaths and small crosses on the 

monument, in memory of all those who have been and continue to be affected 
by wars.   

 

Our Curate, Maria, chose the congregational hymn for this month just before 
she went to Gaza.  She chose “Guide me oh Thou Great Redeemer,” asking God 

to guide her and all those caught up in fighting between Gaza and Israel, 
including children in the school she would be visiting. We hope and pray that 

Maria returns safely from this difficult and dangerous place.  If you would like to 
make a choice of your favourite hymn or song and would like to tell us why you 

have chosen it, please contact Pete Midgley.  

 
So finally to Christmas.  We will all hear the familiar gospel message over the 

next few weeks.  Let us hope that amongst all enjoyment and all the familiarity, 
we can all find time to ponder and wonder on the true meaning of Christmas. 

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 

Liz Midgley              Church Warden 
 

From The Parish Register                              19th October  2008 
Baptisms 

 
Elaine and William Tubbs 

Mother and Son  
We hope that both Elaine and William will find friendship and fellowship in our 

Church Community 
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Organic Farming to Pelvic Floor Muscles ~ News from Bitton W.I. 
 

Last month I flagged up our October speaker and said I would report on it this 
month. Well here goes. David Hawking, from Manor 

Farm, came to talk on starting up and managing his 
farm-shop enterprise. He began with his main point – 

everything on his farm now helps to support the 
farm-shop. So why make such a radical change? 

Well, the farming industry had been in decline for 

some time.   A ton of wheat fetched £120 in 1981, 
and only £87 in 2008; cattle markets in the area had closed and supermarkets 

had a stranglehold on the price farmers were paid for their produce. 
Diversification in farming had become essential.   

 

David‟s new project began four years ago when he decided to go organic. It 
usually takes at least three years to clear all the residues of chemicals and to 

improve the environment in order to obtain certification.  He felt artificial pest 
controls were not safe for his family or for consumers. He was becoming 

increasingly interested in improved animal welfare and other environmental 

issues where food production is linked to the natural landscape: better hedge 
management, wider use of winter stubble and field margins, and other practices 

which encourage and sustain wild life. 
 

The next stage was selling his organic produce in Farmers‟ markets, where his 
family helpers tended to consume much of his profit! Then finally, the big leap, 

establishing his own selling point – the farm shop.  This was a completely new 

way of life, but it has been successful, burgeoning from weekend to all-week 
opening, and doubling the size of the shop floor.  Everything grown on the farm 

goes into the shop and he is self sufficient for feeding the animals. Vegetables 
are now being grown and supplemented by buying from a local vegetable 

grower. As for recycling, David has adapted an old filing cabinet for smoking his 

ham in which temperature control is achieved by opening or closing the 
drawers.  

 
David has exciting plans for the future which include involvement in school 

dinners, school visits and possibly an expansion of the cafe to include snack 
lunches.  Watch this space. 

 

Terena Sterry and I recently visited Denman College, a beautiful manor house in 
the Cotswolds owned by the National WI, for a day course on „Core Wellness‟ 

run by  four excellent speakers. We learned about keeping fit and healthy with 
particular emphasis on our „pelvic floor‟ muscles which are capable of wonderful 
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things if kept toned.  We finished the day with some exercises which were 

effective but somewhat undignified; exercises that our own members have now 
been practising. Not recommended for public display. but highly beneficial in the 

privacy of your home.  

 
Our November speaker was booked to talk about and involve us in making 

scrapbooks as family mementoes or as records.  Do I spy the possibility of 
homemade Christmas presents? 

Gabriel Frankcom 
email: gay.gabriel@talktalk.net 

 

Christian Aid at Christmas 
For unto us a child is born. Unto us an indescribable hope is given, a great light 

in the darkness; the Prince of Peace; a champion of justice for the poor, the 
weak and the broken.   (based on Isaiah 9) 

 
Do you remember the horrifying tsunami disaster which occurred on Boxing Day 

2004, when a giant ocean surge swept thousands to their death.  Did you know 
that every week more people die as a result of poverty than died in the 

tsunami.  It‟s an appalling statistic – but Christian Aid‟s message this Christmas 

is:  We‟ve been given hope. 
 

Our Christmas donations do exactly that - give hope.   
Thanks to Christian Aid‟s long-term support of tsunami 

victims, the villagers of Kuala Bubon in Indonesia are now 

moving back to their village and into houses built on 
reinforced concrete stilts.  And thanks to Christian Aid‟s 

support, the poor in over fifty countries in the world are 
helped to help themselves.  Aid is given regardless of race, 

creed or colour. 

 
In May this year Cyclone Norris struck the Irrawaddy delta region of Burma.   

Today the pictures are of the desperate plight of the displaced people of East 
Congo.  The problems are daunting but at Christmas we celebrate the message 

of hope which the birth of Jesus gave us. 
 

Christian Aid envelopes will be in the pews during the Christmas period.  Please 

help Christian Aid to continue to give hope to the poorest people of our world. 
(And please fill in the gift aid form so that the tax can be reclaimed.) 

  
Nicola Bennetts 
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Gardening in December 2008 with Rob Allen 
December is probably the quietest month of the year in the garden. With the 

colder weather combining with the restricted hours of daylight, the garden takes 
a rest, so finding an inspiring gardening theme for this month‟s article could 

have proved difficult. But was it? 
 

On reflection I realised that wildlife had hardly ever been mentioned in my 
earlier articles. Did this mean apart from plants wildlife doesn't matter? Not so. 

Usually I conclude, rightly or wrongly, that anyone remotely interested in 

gardening enjoys everything in it, be it flora or fauna. I have just finished 
watching Autumn Watch on BBC2, carrying on from the Spring Watch series. 

These programmes have proved tremendously popular showing just how lucky 
we are to have such an amazing variety of wildlife. Thanks to the talented 

people at the Natural History department, based right here in our own city, we 

have become more aware of our varied native wildlife.  
 

At Trading Post we are not short of our own wildlife (staff excluded). This year 
blackbirds, robins and a beautiful wren have all set up home here. The robins 

are still with us, guarding their own area of the nursery, all 

very tame and all excellent singers. Outside, rabbits, foxes 
and moles are plentiful, but the staff's favourite are the 

family of deer which appear regularly at dusk, a family 
that has now expanded from four to five. Even on our own 

doorstep we have an abundance of wildlife. 
 

What is comforting, even in this time of financial hardship, is that sales of wild-

bird food and feeders have remained high, even increasing on previous years‟ 
sales. In the season of goodwill people have already decided our wildlife must 

not go without. If you are stuck for ideas about presents, why not consider a 
green present this year: 

 Bird tables, feeders and baths. 

  Books on every aspect of gardening, including many giving excellent 
 advice on growing your own food.  

 Pot plant arrangements. Cyclamen are very popular, but keep in them a 
cool part of the house. 

 Berried shrubs provide winter colour in the garden and food for the 
birds. 

Come and select one of our 700 Christmas trees, and introduce yourselves to 

our resident Robins, and at some time over Christmas why not take a walk in 
our wonderful local countryside, and see what wildlife you can find. 

Have a Healthy and Happy Christmas. 

Best wishes from Robert and the Staff at Chief Trading Post 
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Christmas Quiz 
Name the Carols and Count the Numbers 

1.    J T T W 11.  T H A T I 
2.    O C A Y F 12.  O C T 

3.    I T B M 13.  W S W T F B N 
4.    I C U T M C 14.  I S T S 

5.    A I A M 15.  H T H A S 

6.    W T K O O A 16.  T T D O C 
7.    G R Y M G 17.  O L T O B 

8.    D T H 18.  T F N 
9.    S N H N 19.  G K W 

10.  O I R D C 20.  W W Y A M C 

Identify the carols, count up any references to numbers in the answers, and 
send the total number along with your answers to the Editor. John J Evans, The 

Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bristol BS30 6LY (john70gailes@btinternet.com) 

 

Answers to Our November Palindrome Quiz 
 
 

Pip, Tit, Tot, Beeb, Boob, Eve, Aga, Radar, Kayak, Deed, Level, Mum, Dad, Pop, 
Bib, Laval, Tenet, Eye, Ewe, Peep. 

 

Gosh, that was easy; at least that‟s what our sadistic puzzle-maker told me. 
Answers came flooding in. The Postman must have thought the Christmas rush 

had begun. And some of those answers! Talk about ingenuity. We did accept 
„minim‟ for „tot‟, and „pap‟ for „bib‟, and we even accepted „Kanakanak‟  .for  

„Laval‟ on the writer‟s assurance that this was a volcanic area of Alaska, but „sit 
on a potato pan ottis‟ for „radar‟  was definitely off our screen. Sorry Liz!   

 

All correct answers were received from J.Heyes, Jan Wookey, Sheila McGrath, 
Nicola Bennetts, Chrissie Cullimore, and Pamela Mann, and the first name out of 

the editor‟s hat for the November Quiz was Nicola Bennetts of Upton Cheyney. 
An incredibly valuable prize is on its way. Congrats Nicola. 

 

A big Christmas vote of thanks to our Regular Quiz Master/Mistress who, with 
some valuable assistance from Edith Carey and Alison Wride, has given hours of 

frustrating pleasure to so many of our regular readers. To the best of my 
knowledge his/her identity still remains a mystery. 
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Carol Singing Around Bitton Village 
Join us for an old-fashioned evening of Carol Singing around the 

village on Tuesday 16th December 
We meet at St Mary‟s Church Door at 7 pm 

and end with mince pies at 8 Church Road at 8.15 pm 
 

Scarves and Torches might be advisable. 

Everybody Welcome 

 
 

Calling All 3 ~ 6 Year Old Children 
Don‟t Miss This Month‟s 

 „Sunday Funday‟      
10.30 ~ 11.30 on 7th December 

You are all invited to St Mary‟s Church Hall in Church Lane, for a magic hour of 

music-making, (with instruments provided) toy-making, story-telling and 
refreshments. This month we shall be dressing up as people from the Christmas 

Story: shepherds, wise men, kings, innkeepers, sheep, Mary and Joseph. 
Dressing up clothes will be available, but if you would like to bring your own, 

that would be great. Also, if you wish, you can perform your Christmas Nativity 

play at:  
The Family Gift service in St Mary‟s Church 

on the following Sunday, 14th December. 
Chose your own parts 

No lines to be learned 

No costumes to be made  
No time consuming rehearsals 

Just Lots of Fun 
Find out more about the Nativity Play Arrangements at this month‟s 

Sunday ~ Funday 
 

The really good thing about Sunday ~ Funday is that you don‟t have to leave 

your parents at home. You can bring them with you. They won‟t interfere with 
your fun, and they will be quite safe relaxing in comfortable easy chairs, reading 

the Sunday newspapers and drinking coffee. So you can enjoy your 
Sunday~Funday without having to worry about them.  

But make sure you remind them. 
 

You know how forgetful they can be 
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Driving to the Heights ~ In a Robin Reliant 
From Our Sports Correspondent 

Since this is the December issue my thoughts naturally turn to Christmas. As I 
think of what presents to buy the family, I remember the successful purchases 

of Christmas past and in particular the Scalelectrix cars and racing track bought 
for my son, Matthew in the 1970s, which still resides in the loft awaiting of the 

coming of age of his son, Cassian. It was a great success with all the boys from 
nine to ninety who came into the house. 

 

This reminds me of the crowning of Lewis Hamilton as world Formula One 
motor racing champion at the beginning of November.  My own driving history 

gives me very few credentials for discussing the sport of motor racing. As I only 
had a motor cycle licence, my first car was a Robin Reliant Van into which, on 

family outings, I squeezed Catherine, myself , four 

children, friends and a dog – more Del Boy than Lewis 
Hamilton. Since then I have had a succession of 

second hand cars, and then a long line of evolving 
Skodas. Still, as Stirling Moss once observed, there are 

two things no man will admit he can‟t do well – drive 

and make love.  So hey, here are my musings on the sport. 
 

I used to derive much pleasure from the motor-racing commentaries of Murray 
Walker, whose classic bumbles include: 

 .....a sad ending albeit a happy one. 
 .....you can certainly cut the tension with a cricket stump. 
 .... there is nothing wrong with the car , except that it‟s on fire. 

 
I find the success of Lewis Hamilton particularly piquant because it concerns 

winning against adversity. Firstly, he didn‟t have any financial advantages. His 
father had to work at three jobs to finance his son‟s cart racing programme. 

Secondly, I was impressed by his father‟s view that there was a „family values‟ 

element to go-carting – it brought the whole of their family together. Lastly, 
against a background of the most wretched racial abuse from ignorant or 

jealous Formula One supporters (?) from both sides of the tracks,  his triumph, 
linked with that of Barack Obama‟s election as USA President, represented 

perhaps the greatest week ever in black history.  
 

Let me end by wishing you and the teams you support, a happy Christmas and 

a successful New Year.  Even if your 2009 sporting endeavours don‟t always end 
in triumph, if you train hard and play hard, win with grace and lose without 

rancour, you will treasure forever the memories of your sporting years. 

Rovi Restoc 
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Good News for Bitton Tennis Club 
 

Many Bitton residents will know that Bitton Tennis Club was forced to leave 
Bitton Recreation Ground after a successful season starting in April 2005. At the 

Recreation Ground, the Tennis Club had begun to flourish, increasing its Adult 
Membership steadily and, perhaps more importantly, attracting 35/40 new 

members to its Junior Section. Coaching sessions on Wednesday evenings 
created the potential to increase club membership even further. 

 

In an effort to keep our Juniors interested in tennis, a new venue was found at 
the Grange School Warmley where we have been since 2006. It was 

unfortunate, however, that we lost most of our adult members to other clubs 
where permanent facilities for competitive league and social tennis were 

available. 

 
It therefore gives me great pleasure to announce that in early spring of 2009, a 

new tennis centre will be opened at the Sir Bernard Lovell School in Oldland 
Common. This partnership between Bitton Tennis Club, Sir Bernard Lovell 

School and the LTA, enables us to look forward, at long last, to a permanent 

home for our local tennis enthusiasts, players and beginners alike. Six new 
tennis courts are under construction, 3 of which will be floodlit. This 

development is also part of a much larger proposed sports facility including an 
all weather football pitch and sports centre, and a new tennis clubhouse. 

It is the firm intention of Bitton Tennis Club to develop close links with local 
primary, junior and senior schools, where we will offer coaching along with 

playing opportunities for both Juniors and Adults in a comprehensive club 

programme. 
 

If tennis is your sport, or if you simply fancy trying your hand at it, this is where 
you should be heading. So, if you haven‟t played for a while, dust off your 

racket and join us.  

Looking forward to seeing you 

Mike Thorne 
0117-9324748 

 

Tea Club Meetings for December 2008 
 

Tuesday  2  December 12.30 for 12.45   Tea Club Lunch at The White Hart 
Tuesday 16 December 2.30 ~ 4   Christmas Tea Party and  

  Sing Song with Mike Renton at  

          The Methodist Church Hall 
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The Future‟s Bright...The Future Could Be Joe‟s 
 

Who knows? Young Joe from our very own Meadows 
School may one day be following in the footsteps of some 

of the great footballing legends. After all Stanley 
Matthews, Bobby Charlton, Pele, Beckham and Renaldo all 

had to start somewhere, and young Joe, seen here 

holding the trophy, has perhaps put his foot on the first 
rung of the soccer ladder. 

 
Joe was specially selected, along with other young 

hopefuls, for a regional soccer training scheme. On their 

last day, the trainees were divided into teams to compete for the end - of - 
course trophy, which Joe‟s team won. The Meadows School will retain the cup 

for a month before it is passed on to the schools of the other players from the 
winning team.  

 
Congratulations to the Meadows School and Congratulations Joe. Keep it up and 

one day we may be asking you for your autograph. Even if you don‟t end up as 

a soccer super-star, we all hope that you will continue to enjoy a lifetime of the 
fun and friendship that sport can offer.  

 

 

Chistmas Decoration at St Mary‟s 
We shall begin decorating the Church at 

9.30am on FRIDAY 19th December. 
Holly and evergreen foliage would be appreciated if anyone can spare it. 

  

I would very much like to thank everyone who helps with the Church decoration 
throughout the year.  You all work so hard on these occasions, creating lovely 

arrangements which are greatly appreciated. Also my sincere thanks to those 
who have kindly donated to the Flower Fund.  It has helped a great deal this 

year. 

 Happy Christmas to you all.  

 Judith Butson 
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Spotlight on Bitton People ~ Susanna Hoare 
You have to live in most villages for fifty years or more before 

you cease to be a newcomer.  That may be the accepted 
folklore, but the Focal Point spotlight shines alike on the long-

established and the newly-arrived, and this month‟s „Spotlight‟ 
lady has lived in Bitton for only two years.    
 
From her childhood in Wiltshire Susanna Hoare has travelled 

here via France, Belgium, Australia, and the West Indies; her emotional journey 

has been even longer and more complicated. Susanna currently manages a 
service for people with alcohol problems – mainly those in the hazardous 

drinking category.   Previously she has worked as a counsellor to people with 
drug addiction.  She knows a lot about both conditions for she‟s had her own 

battle with substance misuse.  It‟s a struggle she‟s willing to discuss with 

amazing frankness. 
 

Her downward spiral began with alcohol at the age of fifteen.  Social drinking 
led, infrequently at first, to cannabis, and then progressed to regular cocaine 

use and finally heroin.  As her addiction grew so her circle of friends became 

smaller; she was unable to hold down a job; she felt estranged from her family.  
Today she has a degree in psychology, a post graduate diploma in health 

promotion, and is studying to be a psychotherapist.  So how did she make such 
a dramatic change? 

 
Overcoming addiction has, she admits, taken some time. As she knows now, 

few people get into recovery overnight, but she is philosophical about this. 

Relapse is part of the learning process; some people may make six or seven 
attempts before they are successful. For Susanna, as for many addicts, recovery 

was not just about giving up substances; it was about recognising her emotional 
needs, building her self-esteem and confidence.  She can see now that the 

seeds of her problem were sown in her early life: unmet childhood needs, and 

difficult experiences at boarding school where teachers were unsupportive, and 
bullying shrugged off as teasing.   

 
But Susanna is not judgmental; she does not blame others for failing to meet 

her emotional needs.  Her parents were, after all, products of their own 
experiences and, as a parent herself, she knows it‟s not an easy job.   She is, 

however, very keen to break down myths and to challenge the misconceptions 

about why people become addicted.   This is the clue to her willingness to talk 
about her own life story.  „I‟m delighted to share my experiences, and I feel 

quite passionate to do what I can to explain drug addiction.‟  Susanna feels that 
it‟s misguided to assume that the substance misuse shows a weakness of 
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character.  „It‟s not a question of fault. That sort of thinking approaches the 

problem from the wrong angle and is not going to help anyone to make a 
change.‟ 

 

On her own route to abstinence, which began in the early 1980s, Susanna was 
helped by organisations such as Alcoholics Anonymous.  It was through A.A. 

meetings that she became aware of Clouds House in Wiltshire and its work in 
helping people recover from addiction.  She worked there as a counsellor for 

eight years, during that time studying for her first degree, and starting on the 

path to the life she leads today towards supporting others.   
 

Here, in Bitton, Susanna lives quietly with her pet black-and-white rabbit, Lily, 
who has the run of the garden and munches her way through all the plants.  It‟s 

been an eventful journey but, although Susanna is happy to tell her story, she‟s 
very modest about her achievements.   Perhaps having been a Buddhist for the 

past eighteen years helps to give her the serenity which belies her feisty 

character.           

Nicola Bennetts 
Focal Point Feature Writer 

What an excellent article on a subject which many of us fear but which few of 
us understand. Susanna‟s remarkable story may bring comfort, hope and 
optimism to those caught up with drug or drink addiction, and to those who 
care for them. Successful outcomes are possible, as Susannah‟s story clearly 
testifies. Editor. 
 

 

St Mary‟s Living Stones Appeal ~ Progress Report 
We have now reached almost £42,000, one third of our way to the Appeal 
target of £124,375. This is made up from gifts, grants and pledges, including 

anticipated gift aid as follows: 

            Members of the Congregation                   £26,630 
            The Community                                       £3,050 

            Grant Makers                                           £12,200 
            Total                                      £41,880 

 Total cheques and cash banked to date  £22,836 
This is an excellent start, and many thanks  to everyone who has already sent in 

a gift. Our next step is to reach £62,000 which is half way towards our target, 

since two important Grant Makers have indicated that they will consider helping 
with a grant when we reach that point.  So, if you are intending to support the 

Appeal, but haven't yet got around to it, I will be very happy to hear from you., 

Jacqui Harris ~ Living Stones Appeal Treasurer 

0117 - 937470629  ~  St. Annes Drive, Wick, BS30 5PN. 
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BITTON‟S OWN ~ FLICKS IN THE STICKS 
Presents the Academy Award Winning Film 

As Good As it Gets 
on 

Friday 5th December 
Doors open 7.30 for drinks, snacks and chat 
Film starts 8pm and there will be an interval. 

 
As good as it Gets is about three New Yorkers – with little or nothing 
in common - but they find their fates hilariously entangled. This is an 
excellent film that will have you crying one minute and laughing the 

next, and stars: 

Jack Nicholson, Helen Hunt and Greg Kinnear 
Tickets can be bought in advance from Bridget on 932 9939 

or  
at the door on the night 

Tickets £3.50 
Film Classification : Certificate 15 

Flicks Dates for 2009 
Friday 16 January 
Friday 27 February 

Film Titles to be advertised later 

 

New York Comes to Bitton   
Fashion Show at St Maryôs Church 

 Eleganza Fashions by Eileen Fisher & Sahara 
Thursday 4 th  Dec ember 7.30pm  

£6 Ticket includes 
Fashion Show ~ Glass of Wine ~ Mince Pie  

an Opportunity to Try-and-Buy.  
Tickets from Ann Willis Tel 0117 932 3868 

 Email bob.willis@talktalk.net 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:bob.willis@talktalk.net
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New Focal Point Feature      
      „I once met..........?‟ 
 
Have you ever been able to say in a conversation, 'I once met.......‟ followed by 
a famous name? Someone well-known to Radio or TV audiences; a major 

sporting figure; a famous artist, actor or musician; a prominent politician; a 

member of the Royal Family; an intrepid explorer; a show-biz personality; even 
a notorious villain? If it was anything more than a passing glimpse of that 

person, if you actually chatted for a few minutes or corresponded with them, 
please tell us. We're hoping to run an occasional series of short articles (no 

more than 300 words) called 'I Once Met. . . '   and we want to hear your story. 

 
You need only jot down your story roughly, or tell us on the phone, and we'll 

make it into a proper feature column! And we promise to let you see it, so that 
you can OK it before we publish. 

 
But we can only make this into a successful new Focal Point feature if we get 

enough stories! So let us have your very own celebrity story and persuade your 

friends to tell us theirs, too. 

Paul Wigmore  
Tel:  0117 932     

Email: pw@paulwigmore.co.uk 

 

Bitton Village Residents Association (BVRA) 
 

It is proposed that an OPEN GARDENS EVENT is held on a Sunday afternoon 

during June/July 2009, (date to be arranged.)  We are looking for all styles and 
sizes of gardens. If you would be interested in opening your garden we should 

like to hear from you.  
Please contact  

Anne Boulton. 
Tel 0117 9323322. 

 

Late News From Andrew Ward ~ The BVRA Chairman 
Dear All, 

I have just had news from Colliers CRE that the public consultation meeting 

To discuss the future of the Golden Valley Site, will not now take place on 9th 
December as planned. They now plan to hold the meeting in January. Further 

details when I receive them.     Andrew 
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Reflections on a Recent Visit to London 
 „To hell with the credit crunch‟, my wife said. „Let‟s have a few days in London‟. 

Well, it was her birthday, and she had recently won £10 on the Lottery and £50 
on Ernie, so, generous to a fault, I gave in gracefully, although not without 

some serious reservations.  
 

The media paints a pretty bleak picture of London life, so we were well aware of 
the high probablity of receiving fatal shot-gun or knife wounds if we ventured 

too far from our comfort zone in the Strand. So, in spite of David Cameron‟s 

entreaties, we agreed to avoid shadowy hoodies peddling expensive dreams 
from shop doorways. Equally off limits were the seedy Soho clubs, advertising 

every known epicurean pleasure and guarded by immaculately dressed all-in 
wrestlers. Our money, credit cards and mobile phones, were secreted about our 

persons in thief proof safety belts, from a firm supplying strait jackets to 

H.M.Prisons; safe from prying hands, including our own.  
 

We immersed ourselves in safety precautions, including a warning that jumping 
from sixth floor hotel bedrooms was to be regarded as a last resort should the 

hotel be engulfed in flames. We were to avoid red-light districts unless 

accompanied by social workers, police officers or MPs familiar with the financial 
complexities of this sector of the economy. As instructed, we kept our disabling 

gas canisters and electronic alarms at the ready, and went out onto the 
notorious night-time streets of London like anxious contestants in a „Get me out 

of here,‟ game show. 
 

What a letdown! No guns shots, no stabbings, no raised voices, no binge 

drinkers. Where were the cracked pavements, the piles of uncollected rubbish, 
the grimy buildings? Where were the hoodies, yoboos, yahoos and beggars? 

Who were these people politely giving up their seats on the buses, or giving us 
accented, but crystal clear directions to the London 

Eye? Who were these helpful, smartly dressed 

assistants in hotels, shops, restaurants, theatres, 
exhibition centres? Where were the restaurants 

demanding exorbitant prices for indifferent meals?  
 

Maybe we were just lucky; two OAP innocents 
seeing everything through myopic rose-tinted glasses, making hay with their 

South Gloucester bus passes. Perhaps. We know that London has more than its 

fair share of problems, but to us, for a  few autumn days, London became: 
 

 A capital city to be proud of. 
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From Jesse ~ To Jesus ~ To St Dyfnog‟s Church 
 

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.”     Isaiah 11:1 & 2 

 
St Dyfnog‟s Church, Llanrhaedr, North Wales, has a 
beautiful Jesse Window depicting the descent of Jesus 

Christ through the Royal House of Israel from King 
David, son of Jesse. The following verse is taken from 

the St Dyfnog‟s Guide Book. 
 

   Beautiful is the large church 
   With stately arch and steeple. 
   Neighbourly is the small church 
   With groups of friendly people. 
   Reverent is the old church 
   With centuries of grace, 
   And a wooden church or a stone church 
   Can hold an altar place.  
   And whether it be a rich church 
   Or a poor church anywhere,  
   Truly it is a great church 
   If God is worshipped there. 

 

We are grateful to Muriel Williams, of the Upton Cheyney Reformed Church, for 

contributing this piece.  

 

Deadline for January Focal Point 
Contributions for the January  Focal Point should be forwarded to 
the Editor : John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, 
Bristol BS30 6LY or john70gailes@btinternet.com ,  

by 12 December  2008 

preferably in Tahoma 10 or 11. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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From The Editor 
Credit Crash Catches Up with Focal Point 

 
I was surprised and disappointed by Mr Darling‟s litany of woes at the 
November Pre-Budget Survey as he catalogued the causes and effects of 
the disastrous international fiscal meltdown that threatens every nook 
and cranny of the world‟s major and minor economies.  
 
While I am as anxious as the next man to reinvigorate the wheels of 
British industry and commerce by an immediate splurge of my 2.5% VAT 
reduction, and to donate my worthless Brad & Bing shares to the charity 
of Mr Darling‟s choice, I am at a loss to understand why Focal Point was 
not mentioned once is his erudite presentation nor in the subsequent 
debate.. Are our political betters so cocooned from reality that they are 
prepared to witness the decline, nay, the destruction of one of the few 
remaining bastions of the free press, namely the Village Magazine, for 
want of a few shillings to offset the spiralling costs of paper, ink 
cartridges, print-toners, and all the other technical paraphernalia of the 
amateur printing world. 
 
Sadly, in spite of our earnest protestations at the highest levels, no such 
concessions have been included in the pre-budget proposals.  While we 
shall continue to protest at this unforgivable disregard for the 
importance and quality of our Village magazines, we have to announce 
that from January 2009 the price per copy will be increased to 50p. Our 
advertising rates will also be going up.  
 
Even so, our prices are considerably lower than those for similar 
magazines in the Bristol and Bath area, and at 50p a copy we hope you 
will agree that we are giving excellent value for money. We shall also be 
monitoring our own costs, and attempting to increase our circulation and 
our advertising sales.  I am pleased to say, that Sarah Heavens, our new 
advertising manager, has already managed to sell 3 more pages of 
adverts. Well done, Sarah.  
 

Please continue to support our advertisers, some of whom have been 
supporting us for over 40 years. They offer a wide variety of services. 

Please use them whenever possible. 


