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What’s happening?

Welcome

| was delighted and
honoured to be asked to
become editor of Focal
Point.

[ knowo ur
widely read and eagerly
anticipated every month.

| am grateful to John Evans,
the outgoing editor, for his
generous help. He has done
an admirable job for the last
two years.

Indeed a big thank you to
everyone who has made me
feel so welcome and offered
their support. FP is very
much a team effort.

You" I | noti ce
this mont h, but
the regular features will
continue. As
read.

Do get in touch if you have
any ideas for stories or
comment s. I “d
from you!

Becky
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a
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Message from the curate

his year we buried Harry
TPatch, the last British veteran

to fight in the Great Watr,
supposedly the war to end all wars.
He died 92 years after the Battle of
Passchendaele, which so nearly
cost him his life.

Yet as far as he was concerned,
the events of World War One were
merely the events of last week.

He never forgot — how could he? —
the horribly wounded Cornishman
lying in the Flanders mud, ripped
open from shoulder to waist by a &
piece of shrapnel, begging Harry to i
shoot him. He never forgot the i
man's last word —, Mo t—-+tashe"
died.

Harry never forgot the pact he made a few moments later with
his comrades in arms as they looked on the lifeless body of the
youngster. A pact not to kill anyone if they could avoid it.

And Harry kept that promise when a young German solider
charged him with a fixed bayonet. Harry brought down his
opponent with a bullet to the ankle and another to the knee.

As he said gaaes hi atnietus Harrly ias 7 .
spared to bare witness to the events of this shocking war to
generation after generation, on each occasion advocating peace,
begging for peace, encouraging us to believe that peace is
possible.

On the day Harry died, | stood talkingof, They who shal
g r o w wah adriend in the church vestry. We both felt that a
link with our own family had been broken somehow in the death
of this, the last veteran.
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Memori es surfaced of her father?"
for me memories of my grandfatherand great-u nc | e * s
service in the same war, in the same trenches alongside Harry
Patch.

And here we were, a generation apart ourselves in age and
experience, linked by his story. It made me
realise how all the stories of sacrifice in
times of war, the sacrifices of our young
men and women today serving in theatres
of war overseas, are linked to the great
sacrifice of God"s oV

How the God who saw His son die for
peace and goodness is with each of us as
our loved ones die, and is with each of us
as we remember and as we grieve.

So as we keep watch this Remembrance Sunday, let us hold
the light of hope in our hearts of our ever watchful God.

There with us and with them in the midst of life and in the midst
of death. Just there with us. Alongside us.

Maria Shepherdson

Remembrance Day in Bitton

Once again we are to be joined on Sunday,
November 8 at the 10.30am serviceat St Ma
by members of Bitton Methodist Church, the Bitton
and Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion,
and Cadets from the Army Cadet Force.
Trumpeter Mark Wilkins has again promised to be
with us to mark the occasion.

Ken Gibson




Focal Point, November 2009

LN

Our churches and services

UPTON CHEYNEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

Elder: Muriel Williams
) 0117 961 6843

3pm Sunday services for November

1% Mr K Gibson

8" No service

15" Mr D Vowles

22" Mrs M White (Communion service)
29" Mr B Saunders

BITTON METHODIST CHURCH

Minister: The Rev Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH
) 0117 961 5592

Correspondence secretary: Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwall Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA
) 0117 967 1073
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6.15pm Sunday services for November

1°*  Mr Colin Saunders

8" Mrs G Dean

15"  Rev Den Harding (Communion and thanks offering)
22"%  Mr David Jones

29" Rev David Hardy

ST MARY6S CHURCH

Vicar: The Rev Canon Paul Denyer
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ

) 0117 967 3965

Curate: The Rev Maria Shepherdson
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX

) 0117 960 8442

Lay ministers: Mr Ken Gibson, 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH
) 0117 932 2122

Dr David Bailey, Westover House, Bitton, BS30 6HT
) 0117 932 8449

Churchwardens: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage,
40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP

) 0117 932 3868

Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High Street, Bitton
) 01179325376

Baptism Inquiries: Mrs Jean Gray ) 0117 967 2964
Marriage and funeral inquiries: To the vicar
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St Mar y 0s fosNovembet e s

Sunday, November 1 10.30am Parish Communion

6.30pm  Informal worship featuring
t h What If? band from St
Anne " s, Ol dl an

Thursday, November 5 9.30am  Celtic Holy Communion

Coffee & cake 10.15am -
11.15am

Sunday, November 8 8am Holy Communion
10.30am Remembrance service
10.30am Sunday Funday in the hall

Sunday, November 15 10.30am Family Parade service

Sunday, November 22  8am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Prayer
Sunday, November 29 8am Holy Communion

10.30am Family Communion

Worship for all ages

At St Maryds Sund3am,thaeais hi p

Pathfinders for children aged 10 and over, and Explorers

for 7-10-year-olds. Under-sevens can play in the
Lady Chapel.

And forunder-s evens and their pare
Funday on November 8 and December 6. This is a monthly
event in the Church Hall from 10.30am-11.30am involving

music (with instruments provided), crafts, stories and
refreshments. Coffee and newspapers are provided so
parents can enjoy a relaxing hour.
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ST MARY®6S NOVEMBER FLOWER

7" Ann Hayman
14™ Judith Butson
21°%' Karen Smith
28" Advent

Methodist church to close

Sadly, the Methodist congregation in
Bitton has announced that the Mill Lane
church will be closing next August.

But although it will be the end of an era
lasting 150 years, it is also the beginning of an exciting new
chapter.

The minister, the Rev Den Harding, says the church plans to
sell the organ and use the proceeds to turn the building into a
much-needed community hall and it may be possible to include a
post office facility there one day a week. A worker appointed by
the church will also be active in the community. Watch this space.

Tea Club

On Tuesday, November 3 the club is off to Cadbury
Garden Centre at Congresbury. Meet at the White
Hart pub at 1pm. And on Tuesday, November 17
Mike Renton will host stories and songs a tthe
Methodist Church Hall.

RC
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1799 was an eventful year with the
for Bitton"s bi cKkneeshag
ringers_ devised
The vicar, tired of drunken the
and disorderly antics in the
belfry, presented them with a . El'laclhimmes T, wh
set of rules. can be rung by one person
The village, at that time, standing in the porch. (Jill
had two rival ringing teams Gibson is the only person
which often had practised in the art at the
disagreements. Their moment!)
disputes were likely to have Today we are grateful for
been fuelled by drink but our bell ringing team, who
probably money featured as disappear into the tower and
well, since the men were ring for us most Sundays.
paid for ringing on special They also sound out to mark
occasions. So, that year, the the important milestones in
vicar decided only ringers the lives of people in the
who agreed to conform to the parish, for weddings to
rules would be part of St sound out joy for the newly-
Mary®“s team. weds and to toll at a funeral
He ordered that the belfry to mark the passing of a life.
key should be kept at the It is also an historic sound
churchwarden® s h Whick as rgng gutover our
not to be taken without his country in times of great
consent. The penalty for national rejoicing and when
disobedience was exclusion we have been threatened by
for two months. No one was an invasion. Long may they
to refuse to ring or ring badly continue! If you are
just because the fee was too interested in joining our bell
small - the penalty for this ringers call Anne Boulton on
was a six-month ban. 932 3322.
The Rev Henry Ellacombe
was a keen bell ringer and Ann Willis
because of the difficulties Churchwarden
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Make your own Christmas wreath

There will be a Christmas wine and an

door wreath decoration easy-to-follow

demonstration on Tuesday, demonstration

December 1 at 7.30pm in on how to * S

The Old School Room. make a wreath
Bitton Vill age Rferggxtdongthing.-

Association, with the help Tickets are £3 on the door

of Judith Butson, is planning or from Bridget Hetzel on

a festive evening with mulled 932 9939.

Art and crafts evening

Meet local artists and craftspeople and do your Christmas
shopping while enjoying a glass of mulled wine and some
festive fare at the Tithe Barn, Manor Farm at Upton
Cheyney on Thursday, November 19 from 6.30pm-9.30pm.

Stalls will include ceramics, jewellery, hand-made soaps
and wrapping paper, wooden angels and hearts, stained
glass, terracotta pots, designer furniture, chilli gifts, cards
and paintings.
The farm shop will be open and orders can be taken for
Christmas. There will also be wine tasting.

Bitton Combined Charities

The Trustees wish people to If you know of someone

know that these charities who might benefit from this
make modest grants from contact me in confidence.
time to time “for the relief of
poor persons resident in the Paul Denyer

pari sh of Bitt on?” .Chairman ofthe Trustees
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Good sports on a sponsored scoot

In the sense that the event Harris, along with assorted
involved a certain amount of church goers, Scouts and
physical activity, | saw it in Meadows Primary School
my remit, as Fo c aydentsg watkerssin total.
sports correspondent, to In the absence of any
report on this event. motorised transport, it was

It was advertised as a brought home to me the
sponsored walk or scoot with potential to maim and kill in
the money raised to benefit the cycling fraternity as we
the Gloucestershire Historic walkers jockeyed for position
Churches Trust a Adhepathwithahole
own Living Stones Appeal. spectrum of participants,

Walkers could complete a ranging from tots on their first
five-mile route (Bitton station bikes to refugees from the
to Saltford and back) or a 10- Tour de France.
mile route (to Bath and Thankfully 1 was distracted
back). by a mother with her sons.

The Hon Curate Catherine Amanda, to whom | had
and |, accompanied by our taught biology and who is
Jack Russell, George, opted now a teacher at The
for the five-mile route. | Meadows, recognised me
maintain that walking is very and | basked in the fond
beneficial. | also believe in remembrances she had of
moderation in all things. our lessons.

My first experience of That®s the plus
sponsored walks was sponsored walking, the
standing in on the left wing of camaraderie of walkers
my friend"s hoc k &rdingteogthsr fer a
he took part in one in 1965. common purpose.
Subsequently | have used We returned and
sponsored walks as contributed via our sponsors
fundraising events but with to the magnificent £500-plus
an ever-decreasing mileage! raised to date. _

We were signed on by _ Rovi Retsoc
John Bennetts and Jackie Roving sports reporter

10
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Murder, she wrote.

A woman inspired to write a on Kingswood Hill into his
story by a Georgian murder beer.
with Bitton links has Four months after his death
published her book. in 1820, Rebecca went on

It took Penny Deverill 25 trial at Gloucester Assizes,
years to research and write where she was convicted
the book, called Two and hung.

s o n Her husband is buried at
St Mary*"s Churc
and it is believed her body
is also there in an
unmarked grave.

Penny, 63, who was
born in Oldland Common,
unearthed the story after
trawling through historical

Penn" ot h Of
She wove a fictional
tale around the facts
for the book which
tells the story of
Bitton-born Rebecca
Flower, who married
Thomas Worlock, a
distant uncle

Paomi

of Penny"s. The cde¥¥dse | ived

with their children in Barry Two Penn®"oth Of

Road, Oldland Common. on sale at local post offices
Rebecca was accused of and direct from Penny,

murdering Thomas after priced £7.99. You can

putting poison that she had email her direct at

bought from an apothecary chrispen@blueyonder.co.uk.

Deadline for December edition

Please get your copy and quiz answers for the next
edition in to me by November 13. Email
rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk or call 932 5037.

Or post it to me at 18 Church Road Bitton BS30 6HH. If
possible, use Arial font in 12 point. Thanks!

Becky

11
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Open Sesame

This year"s Pat h
Explorer theatre trip is to the
Tobacco Factory to see Ali

Baba and the Forty Thieves —— ——
at 6pm on Sunday, good value), but | may have
December 13. to charge £12 for adults (still
| f you®"ve never 980d\ale)and£8for
performance at the Tobacco children.
Factory you have no idea The first places go to the
what a treat you are missing Pathfinders and Explorers
— their productions are but remaining tickets will be
innovative, lively and hugely available, first come, first
entertaining. served, to anyone who gets
Ticket prices will depend on in touch (on 932 4696)
numbers. | hope to be able to before November 14.
charge £8 for adults and Nicola Bennetts

children alike (amazingly

Flicks in the Sticks

Bitton VillageResi dent sdé Associ
invites you to
Flicks in the Sticks
in The Old School Room, Church Lane, on
Friday November 20
when we will be screening
ERIN BROCKOVICH
starring Julia Roberts, Albert Finney and
Aaron Eckhart
Doors open 7.30pm, film starts 8pm.
Drinks will be available from the licensed bar and there
Is a chance to chat with friends.
Admission is FREE!

12
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In the spotlight

When you want
something done, ask a
busy person!

Our reporter Angela
Dudley-Warde
discovers just the
‘Wright’ one

I n 2007 when Cheryl together the master plan of
Wright was looking the St fedary"s
forward to an early However, after another
.,retirement” aft@drys&é’ess%l%@r‘its i n
the nursing profession — she completed this year, with
had no idea that the radar over 700 people through the
antenna of Bob Wydekangover £62000Snto
would pick up her casual the church fundraising
comment about | acedurt Therylfredlfy dods
new challenge" . mean to take up her

A change of direction, , et i'r etmesh@Qr
perhaps into event does she?
management, and her We sat chatting
possible interest in becoming garden, pictured above,
more involved in helping with where it was very relaxing to
the parish church fete — were watch the magnificent Koi
taken on board by both Bob Carp in the pond that
and Ann, and within no time husband John recently
at all Cheryl found herself not created. It was thanks to his
just helping, butleadingthe  keen interest in the Golden
»Steering" cfoamrmi tt \/@& Fishing Club some 17
next two years to put years ago when his long

13
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awaited membership

invitation came up, that they
are actually living in Bitton
having been on the point of
moving back to
original home, Wales.

Happily both are delighted
to be here and their love of
their beautiful surroundings
certainly spills over into the
fabulous display of blooms
throughout their patios and
terraces — something John
has been very proud of for
many years having won
prizes in the
competition on more than
one occasion.

But it is probably
love of helping people that
really comes over so strongly
when talking about her
working life and why she is
so much a part of our local
community today.

Her warm personality must
surely play a big part in
getting other people to help
her too and perhaps why she
has been so successful with
her organising skills, having
had lots of experience in
organising and speaking at
national and international
events and conferences
when working as a national
workforce designer with the

Department of Health from
2004-2007.

It came as no real surprise
to me to find

C baeeeryndd begyun in nursing

14

— the perfect profession for
such a very caring lady.

As a student midwife, she
discovered very early on that
she had the knack of getting
someone to come to her aid.
Much to his surprise, a
passing milkman was called
upon when Cheryl found that
the Entonox cylinder valve

assisting in a home birth in
the middle of llkley Moor and

Cher y | "trging to give her patient

some much needed pain
relief!

Cheryl s nur si
over a span of 32 years
embraced original general
trainingatStBar t hol o
Hospital (,Bar
midwifery and health visiting
in Bristol and Bath and 10
years as a community nurse
manager. Her role as
assistant director of primary
care for B&NES PCT, where
she managed over 200 staff
linked to 27 GP practices in
addition to her involvement in
developing the new Bath
. Wail k* Centr e

t h

B wads stauck whenrsheBvhso o m*

ng

me !
ts

proe
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her final position within the the sheer goodwill of
Department of Health before everybody, together with
taking hertwgr et i rthe menense amount of
years ago. support and encouragement

But the fete has not been which | was given that
her only new challenge; impressed me the most and |
Cheryl has been studying to really enjoyed getting to
qualify as a medical know lots more of the people
aesthetician which she that make up the lovely
completes in January. community of Bit
This, together with the arrival Wel,Cheryl “s hand
of gorgeous grand-daughter particular ,stee
Lexi-Rose in May and be sadly missed, but the
organi si ng hus b a nodhmitee dpprécates that
special birthday in June she has well and truly done
(don®"t hwo,r rly woon “hertutne-llthough a number
them which onel!) has meant of other organisations have
Cheryl has yet to experience already got their eyes on this
the meaning of , eficiertanéanterprisifig

When | asked her what she woman — the Bitton Parish
had enjoyed the most about Plan, Bitton Village
her involvement in the fete Residents" Association and
she told me it was the way in the WI to name but a few.
which so many volunteers Soyou"d best rem
had pulled together and your Queen’s Guide motto
worked hard to make it a Cheryland, 8P r epa+ ed "
success:“ 1 only realtlye rmeach® bedoneand
steered them, hopefully in we all think you could well be
the right direction, in terms of the person to do it — when
organising things, but it was you“ve got a min

Christmas market

A reminder that St Maryods
Saturday, November 14 at the church hall from
10am-12.30pm.

15
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Beekeeping

with Brenda
Wasps can be a real problem
for bees.

| visited my bees early one
sunny morning in August to
find the hives being attacked
by hundreds of wasps; a
cloud of wasps filled the air
and covered every flat
surface.

The bees were also flying
trying to protect their hives
from the invasion. The plums
were early this year; the
nearby fermenting fruit
providing a wasp feast. In the
past | have noticed a few
wasps trying to enter the
hives at this time of year, but
never have | seen such a
concerted attack.

Usually after spinning off
the honey | replace the comb
with its sticky reside for the
bees to clean up.

Unfortunately this year
most of the honey was too
thick to spin off by centrifugal
force, and remained
stubbornly in place on the
comb. The scent of so much
uncapped honey must have
been an irresistible draw for
all the wasps already in the
vicinity.

16

Rather than stand by
helplessly watching | spent
hours squashing wasps both
on top of and beneath the
hives. | also stood a piece of
wood in front of each hive
entrance, as | had read that
bees can find their way
around but wasps apparently
are unable to, liking to fly
straight in the front door.

Fortunately this seemed to
work, frustrating the wasps
and making life easier for the
bees so that within a few
days the mass attack had
subsided and life returned to
normal.

The wasps steal not only
honey but eggs and larvae
and can destroy a colony
within a short time. However
all mine survived, even the
very small one.
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The easiest thing would
have been to destroy the
wasp nest, but we never did
find it.

Early in the year wasps are
carnivorous and prey on
other insects and garden
pests; it is only in autumn,
once the queen has reared
all her brood and the
foraging wasps are free to
indulge their appetite for
sweet things, that they
become a nuisance to
humans.

The green woodpecker is
another foe. Come the cold
months it attacks the wooden
body of the hive, making
large holes to get at the
bees, feeding on them as

they sit placidly in a thick
round ball on the comb.

Although usually wary of
humans in the summer, | find
green woodpeckers quite
fearless when the weather is
icy, screeching at me in fury
as | approach to inspect my
hives, flying off on a straight
path, low to the ground, only
to return immediately | am
back indoors.

They are clever and often
attack the hives where |
cannot see them from the
house.

We now protect all the
hives, wrapping them in a
coat of chicken wire for the
winter. This is our next
autumn task.

Oldland Common.
Theplanf or

just two in support.

housi
shops, offices and the reservation of land for a primary
school saw more than 1,700 letters of objection and

ng,

Homes plan rejected

Councillors have rejected controversial plans to build
450 houses on treasured green belt land at Barry Road,

anshemeder | vy

Parish councils, countryside campaigners and
individual councillors opposed the plan by Strategic
Land Partnerships to build on five fields.

Will an appeal now follow?
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Puzzle corner

The following anagrams are
all items of clothing:

GRINDESS WONG
ROOTCAVE
SKIRTACUT
DUNCEMBRUM
FRASC

RADACING
JAYSPAM
TIETOPCAT
ARTVAC

10 RUMBEAD THROSS
11 RUDJSHOP

12 KAARON

13 OSWATTICA

14 SOLVEG

15 TINKSCOGS

16 ASTEREW

17 ENDNIR KAJCET
18 RENKKOBRICKSCE
19 DERSTINGSH

20 USEDANGER

O©oo~NOOUThWDNPE

Answers to October quiz:

Rye, Reading, Andover,
Havant, Forfar, Ayr, Chester,
Ambleside, Brighton, Eton,
Windsor, Ryde, Redcar,
Bolton, Paignton, Rugby,
Watchet, Box, Deal, Deal,
Cowes, Barking, Skye, Beer
There were three correct
entries: Jan Wookey, Trudie
Donovan and Clare Stone.
First name out the hat was
Trudie! A prize is on its way.

18

Son et Lumiere

John Evans, mastermind of
the wonderful Son et
Lumiere event staged at St
Ma r ygave a bound copy
of the script, complete with
pictures, to the church at a
presentation evening.

The dramatised history of
the parish, illustrated in
light, sound and film, was
staged in 2005.

The Rev Paul Denyer said
the document would be kept
in the church archive and
looked at with enormous
interest in years to come.

Plea from vicar

Canon Douglas Holt will be
at St Barnabas at Warmley
on Saturday, November 28
from 10am-12.30pm to talk
about the need for a
diocesan strategy.

The Church is facing a
testing time. There are
expensive buildings to
maintain while numbers
attending church decline.

The Rev Paul Denyer
says: “A lot hinges on our
response to what Douglas
has to say. Your support,
interest and contribution
matter.”’
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A botanical evening at Bitton WI

Members of Bitton W1 were treated to a
presentaotanioal , bl ust
Christine Battle at the October meeting.

She explained that it is based on a
combination of Arabian art and science with its

,roots" in ancient med)] and
exacting geometric precision and attention to Women’s
detail. [nstitute

The need for accurate illustration in those
days was very important in order to be understood by those
unable to read but who relied on plants for healing.

Christine became hooked after attending a short residential
course, received as a birthday gift, and went on to study the
subject in more depth on an intensive course at Chelsea Physic
Garden in London (funded by the sale of the calves from her
Hereford cattle!).

Chelsea Physic Garden covers 3.8 acres and was founded in
1673 by the Society of Apothecaries of London so that
apprentices could learn to grow medicinal
plants (some of which are toxic) and study EN
their uses. The New Oxford English
Dictionary defines
drugs® and ,the art

Christine took members through her
portfolio of early drawings of rosehips and
other projects through to even more
spectacular and meticulous illustrations
depicting how her skills of using pencils
pen watercolours developed — the clarity, extraordinary attention
to detail and quality of all illustrations was breathtaking.

Shethen shared some ,tricks of the
information on her specialist tools (including very expensive calf
vellum — a piece of which her dog decided to chew one day!). We
discovered that some colour swatches are pressed and dried
prior to being preserved in vodka!

19
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Christine also demonstrated her impressive mastery of
photography and extremely competent and unflappable use of
the PowerPoint projector which she disclosed she was using for
the first time!

Her greetings cards are available from Manor Farm shop in
Upton Cheyney. Her website is www.christinebattle.co.uk.

Cheryl Wright

Village news

Here are some highlights from Bitton Village
Resident sd As s oleldatOctoberdé s AG

U The speed of traffic through Bitton remains a
problem. A survey revealed that 85 per cent of
motorists were travelling at an average speed of
37 miles an hour (the limitis 30mph). The
highest clocked was 77mph

U A petition calling for traffic calming to improve
the safety of horse riders, cyclists and
pedestrians has been started by Golden Valley
residents after a series of accidents

U Thereis to be another Christmas tree in the
centre of the village this December

U Flicks in the Sticks can now offer free
admission to the monthly film nights, thanks to
a Quartet Community Foundation grant which
enabled them to buy great equipment which can
also be hired out

U Diggers have been removing glass from the old
nurseries at Brewery Hill to make them safe

U A gardening club is being launched. Call Bridget
Hetzel on 932 9399 to find out more

u For more information about the BVRA call
Andrew Ward, the chairman, on 932 2114

20
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