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Focal Point - November 

Remembrance Sunday ~ 9th November 
Once again we are to be joined on 9 November, at the 10.30am service 
at St Mary‟s Church, by members of Bitton Methodist Church, the Bitton 
and Oldland Branch of the Royal British Legion and by Cadets from the 
Army Cadet Force. Trumpeter Mark Wilkins has again promised to be 
with us, and our Preacher will be the Rev Den Harding of Bitton 
Methodist Church. 
 

St Mary‟s Flower Rota ~ November 2008 

 
 Nov 1      Stephanie Bailey 
 Nov 8             Remembrance Sunday Jean Hook 
 Nov 15     Sandie Mackay 
 Nov 22     Jean Blake 

 Nov 29           Advent  No flowers 
 

Remember, there will always be space in Focal Point for people to record 
their appreciation to relatives, friends, neighbours and even strangers, 
who have helped out in troubled times.  

 

Deadline for December Focal Point 
Contributions for the July Focal Point should be forwarded to the 
Editor : John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol 
BS30 6LY or john70gailes@btinternet.com , by 12 November 
preferably in Tahoma 10 or 11.     
     

 

Apologies from the Editor for: 

Failing to include Gabriel Franckom‟s Bitton WI article in the 
October Edition and for several errors in the report on the  After-
Fete Quiz Night.  Mea Culpa.  Grovels all round. 

 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Maria‟s November Message 
Don‟t Put Off Until Tomorrow the Words You Can Say Today! 

“Would it be alright….I mean….decent…for me to see my granddad?” Jamie 
asked me in the relatives‟ room of the tiny Isle of Mull A&E department. This 19 

year old had just been told of the sudden and unexpected death of his beloved, 
energetic and apparently healthy Grampy, from a heart attack on a single track 

road deep in one of God‟s most beautiful glens. Jamie could not fathom it. His 

grandmother was the one who was ill, who had given them several scares, who 
was expected to „go‟ first.  

 
Would it be proper, this brave young man wondered, for him to say to the 

lifeless body all the things he had forgotten to tell him when they fished 
together, built a house together, drank in the pub together. Would his Grampy 

still hear him, would his Grampy know he loved him missed him already? Would 

he know, Jamie asked me, how much the lad wanted his Grampy to be proud of 
the man he was becoming? Was it too late? 

 
„Oh boy!‟ I hear you say, November is gloomy enough, Maria! Where‟s the 

leaven in this indigestible lump of dough? Brace yourselves- it gets worse! None 

of us is getting any younger and all of us are dying, some a bit quicker than 
others. At this time of year, when we are called to Remember, it is perhaps 

more acceptable to talk openly of death and loss and grief and sacrifice. We 
take them out and dust them off , so to speak, and allow ourselves a quick 

acknowledgement of human frailty before we stiffen our lips and pack them 
away again until next year. 

 

But it‟s not real if we do this, and it stifles the urge to reach out beyond our 
natural reserves to those we love and to tell them so- NOW- while they are with 

us. Instead of having to wait until we are reunited with them after death. 
Jamie‟s Grampy had the morning but not the afternoon. If he had suspected 

this would be the case then Jamie would have said at breakfast what he later 

sobbed out in a sterile hospital ward held in his grandmother‟s arms. 
 

If all you had was now, all you had was today, all you had was this last 
moment, what would you want to say to someone you loved? Well, use your 

imagination and give someone the unexpected surprise of their lives! And 

putting my money where my mouth is, To all of you out there, this is from 
me to you –God loves you. Loves you so much he sent His son that we might 

not fear death, might not be left forever in the limbo of remembrance. Sent Him 
so that the answer to Jamie‟s question is, „No, it‟s not too late! Death is not the 

end and with God all things are possible‟  
Revd Maria Shepherdson. 
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AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

                                
                      

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 
Elder – Muriel Williams 

0117 – 961 6843 
 

Our 3pm Sunday Services in November 
 2 November     No Service 

 9 November     Mr K. Gibson 
 16 November     Mr C. Sledge 

 23 November     Mr S. Pigeon 
 30 November     Mr C. Rich 

 

We were pleased to see a good number of old and new friends at our Harvest 
Festival Service, and we thank everyone for their gifts towards the work of the 

Community of the Sisters of the Church in St Paul‟s, and for donations to 
Christian Aid which totalled £96. 

 

Bitton Methodist Church 

Minister – The Rev. Denise Harding 
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 

Correspondence Secretary – Mr Reg Pullin 
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073  

 
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for November 

2  November      Mr C. Sledge  
9  November      Rev A. Prout  
16 November      Thank Offering Service           Rev  Den Harding  

   Communion Service 
23 November        Mr A. Tarbard  
30 November        Rev A Hoare 
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St Mary‟s Church Bitton 

 
Vicar:      The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer  0117 967 3965 

   The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate:   The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson  0117 960 8442 

   25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 
Lay    Mr Ken Gibson,    0117 932 2122 

Ministers:  8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 

   Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117 932 8949 
   Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 

Church   Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 
Wardens:  40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 

   Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive,  0117 932 6898  

   Willsbridge, BS30 6UP 
Baptism 

Enquiries:   Mrs Jean Gray    0117 967 2964 
Marriage &  

Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar 

 
Our Services in November 2008 

Sunday 2 November  10.30   Parish Communion  
Sunday 9 November   08.00  Holy Communion 

 10.30 Remembrance Sunday Service 
Thursday 13 November  0 9.30  Celtic Service of Holy  
      Communion followed by 
      Coffee and cake from  
      10.15-11.15   
Sunday 16 November  10.30  Family Parade Service 
Sunday 23 November   08.00  Holy Communion 

10.30 Morning Prayer 
Sunday 30 November   08.00  Holy Communion 

10.30 Family Communion 
  

Our main Sunday morning worship at 10.30 seeks to meet  
the needs of all ages by providing  special groups for – 

Pathfinders:   10 years and over    ~     Explorers:  7 to 10 years 

and for children under 7, a Play Area is available in the Lady Chapel 
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Tea Club Meetings in November 
2.30 ~ 4.30 at the Methodist Church Hall 

 
Tuesday    4 November  „A funny thing happened….‟  
    with Nicola Bennetts 
Tuesday  18 November Elizabeth Blackman takes us to  

   Ukraine  

Sunday ~ Funday 
Our October „Sunday ~ Funday‟ event at St Mary‟s Church Hall, lived up 
to its name.  It really was great fun. There were about 10 adults and 16 
children, with the children enjoying mask-making, playing musical 
instruments, dancing to their own music, (instruments provided) and 
listening to stories, while their parents relaxed over coffee and biscuits 
and the Sunday newspapers (also provided). Ruth Chiddy and her happy 
band of helpers deserve our heartfelt congratulations for the success of 
this new venture. The event, which we hope will become a regular 
monthly feature, is timed to coincide with Explorers, Pathfinders and the 
Morning Service so that families can go in different directions if they 
prefer. Next sessions, 10.30 ~ 11.30, in the Church Hall :  9 November 

and 7 December. 

Barbara Merritt & Ken Gibson 

 
Editorial 

 Phew! It doesn‟t seem possible. Twelve editions under my belt, and 
what have I got to show for it? A few more grey hairs, a wife who 
blames Focal Point for our undecorated rooms and our neglected garden, 
grandchildren who don‟t recognise me, a golf handicap that is climbing 
inexorably, friends and neighbours who are afraid of disclosing today‟s 
confidences in the fear that they might become tomorrow‟s headlines, 
and an increasing tendency for me to equate Focal Point with The Times.  
 
On the other hand......with the help of our new colour printing system, a 
team of unsung heroes behind the scenes, contributions flooding in from 
all quarters, Focal Point appears to be carrying on the well-established 
tradition of keeping our Community informed and entertained.  Long 
may it be so.  Here‟s to the next twelve editions. JJE 
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St Mary‟s Matters                                              November 2008 

I am sure, for you as well as for myself, the words of the 
Lord‟s Prayer are so familiar and comforting. They are 
planted in our collective memory. But, at a recent 
morning group meeting, Maria our curate, who has 
experienced many cultures, shared the Maori Lord‟s 
Prayer with us. I now share this with you and hope it 
brings another dimension to our well loved version.             

    The Maori Lord‟s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, 
 Earth- maker, Pain-bearer, Life--giver, 
 Source of all that is and all that shall be 
 Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
 The Hallowing of your name shall echo through the 
 universe. 
Thy Kingdom come, 
 The way of your justice shall be followed by all the people of 
 the world. 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
 Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your 
 commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and 
 come on earth. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 With the bread we need today, feed us, 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against 
us. 
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 In times of temptation test and strengthen us 
But deliver us from evil, 
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us, 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever, 
  For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love now 
  and forever. 

Amen 
Ann Willis      Church Warden 
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News from Bitton W.I. 
(with more apologies for not including Gabriel‟s October Report in our 

last edition. Hence this longer-than-usual article. Ed.) 
 
Since last month‟s meeting didn‟t appear in the magazine, this is all 
about what we did in September and I‟ll gradually catch up with later 
activities.  However, I‟ll do a commercial about our October meeting in 

which we all had a brief go at exercising our pelvic floor and 
were entertained by David Hawking who told us the story of 
going organic and starting up the Farm Shop.  And since 
pigs came up in our September‟s meeting as well, we seem 
to be having an ongoing porky theme. 

 
Janet Ballinger was acting president for the evening and started us off 
with news and forthcoming activities on offer.  
 
We were then treated to a fascinating talk given by our visiting speaker 
Maria Lowe who accompanied her presentation with excellent slides 
using „Power Point‟.  Her technical operator was her husband – aren‟t 
men wonderful?  And if you feel you might recognise Maria‟s name, it‟s 
because she took part in the television programme „Vets in Practice‟ for 
four years.  Coincidentally, she‟s a Norwegian, as is her famous 
colleague Truda, and they worked together for a few years after 
qualifying from Bristol. 
 
But first, Maria gave us a potted life history and surprised us by telling us 
that Norway had just enjoyed the best Summer in living memory with 
only three days‟ rain all season accompanied by temperatures up to 30 
degrees.  Envy would be an understatement.  
 
It seems she was destined to be a vet, as she performed her first 
surgical procedure when only twelve years old: castrating male piglets to 
improve the taste of the meat, as a result of which she was treated with 
some suspicion by the local men. As soon as she had completed her 
training, she decided to form her own practice.  It was quite a challenge, 
not least financially.  She and her husband eventually acquired a 
somewhat run down property in Henleaze, big enough to include their 
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own living space.  The house needed a lot of work done as did the 
grounds which required „extreme gardening‟. 
 
It was essential to start work as soon as possible to get the money 
coming in and this strategy was jeopardised by the unplanned arrival of 
their first child who had a somewhat unconventional first year!  Five 
years and another son later, a large extension was completed enabling 
Maria to include rooms for imaginative extras like a dog kennel for staff‟s 
dogs and for clients‟, a large room for activities in which dogs meet each 
other and are socialised, and an animal weight watchers‟ club.  
The final section of Maria‟s talk included irresistible slides of pets 
accompanied by information on their pros and cons as part of a 
household.  Hamsters prefer to sleep in the day and can be prone to 
grumpiness in the daytime; guinea pigs are great but eat and „poo‟ a lot; 
rabbits need a great deal of human company and suffer ill health and 
therefore are expensive; and rats are great!  As for dogs, Maria 
recommended greyhounds and lurchers as having the best personalities 
and behaviour.  She finished with some „lumpen‟ anecdotes from her 
surgery: Fiona the hamster who‟d developed „lumps‟, the treatment for 
which was renaming „it‟ Peter and a male bull dog with small lumps on 
his chest whose macho owner was asked if he had ever looked at his 
own chest.  So trips to the vet are not always financially challenging and 
a good evening was had by all. 
 
In November our speaker will be talking about making scrapbooks to 
record family and community milestones.  

Gabriel Frankcom 

email: gay.gabriel@talktalk.net 
 

 

From 

The Parish Register                              13th September  2008 
Marriage 

James Wood to Alice Ward of Church Lane 

 
 

mailto:gay.gabriel@talktalk.net
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Upton Putter Charity Golf Tournament  
The 14th Upton Putter Golf Tournament and Charity Dinner, organised at 
the Lansdown Golf Club in October, was a great success, although no-
one qualified for the next Ryder Cup. The weather was exceptionally 
good, and our 24 golfers were able to cast off the cumbersome wet - 
weather gear that had hampered them throughout much of the summer. 
With one professional golfer in our ranks, one amateur Welsh golf 
international, local golfers, including 6 ladies, along with competitors 
from as far afield as Rio de Janerio, the South of France and Weston-s-
Mare, we were guaranteed an enjoyable and competitive day in perfect 
conditions. 

The Winner of The Upton Putter Individual Competition ~  2008 
Cliffy Davies (Lansdown GC) 38 Pts 

Runner Up : Keri Allchurch (Worlebury GC) 37pts 
Winner Ladies Individual: Tegs Hopkins (Lansdown GC) 34 Pts 

Winners Team Event 
Margaret Marks (Lans) Keri Allchurch & Peter Nuttall (Worlebury GC) 

Runners-Up: 
Richard Codd (The Park) John Bennett & John Evans (Lans) 

Pearl Evans, Karen Smith, Adrian Pike, and Ken Gibson, from Bitton and 

Upton, were also among the prize-winners on the day. 

 
The Charity Dinner attracted 60 golfers and guests amongst whom were 
the President, the Captain and the Lady Captain of the Lansdown Club, 
representatives from 7 different golf clubs, former members of the Upton 
Golf Society, the 2 Directors of the Upton Inn who had generously 
sponsored the Tournament, and several representatives from our 
charities. At the dinner 2 local youngsters, Naomi Wilcox and Charlotte 
Burmester, described their exciting experiences on this year‟s Tall Ships 
Training Voyage from Norway to Aberdeen which had been partially 
sponsored by funds from last year‟s dinner 
 
From fines for reprehensible behaviour on the golf course, from raffles, 
auctions, donations and sponsorship, the Upton Golf Society raised 
£1205 for our Charities: The David Norman Trust (Sponsoring local 
youngsters on Sail Training Voyages) and The Children‟s Hospice, South 
West, at Charlton Farm, North Somerset. 

JJE 
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The „Too Good To Miss‟ Page 

St Mary‟s Church ~ Coffee Morning 
Thursday November 27th 

at the 

Dower House, Bitton 
by kind  permission of 
Anne & Robin Hayman 

10. 30 – 12.30 

 

„As Christmas Approaches‟ 
An evening of Carols and Christmas Music  

with 

 The Ammonites directed by Julian Hannam 
at St Anne‟s Church Syston on 

Saturday 29 November 2008 at 7.30pm 
followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

Tickets £8 available from the Gibsons on 932 2122. 
Proceeds to the Home Farm Trust  

„Supporting People with Learning Difficulties‟ 

 
The Bailey‟s Round the World Trip  

David and Stephanie Bailey invite you to join them for a glass of wine or 
juice to hear about their round the world trip 

On Saturday 22nd or 29th of November 2008, 19:30 for 20:00 
At the Church Hall, Church Lane, Bitton 

Visuals courtesy of Glynn Laverack 
£5 per person to include a glass of wine 

Proceeds to   
The Living Stones Appeal 
Please book in advance 

Tickets from David and Stephanie 01179 328949 
Stephanieb48@hotmail.com 

also from 
Ann Willis 01179 323868 

 

 

mailto:Stephanieb48@hotmail.com


 12 

Poetry Corner 
Poetry doesn‟t always need to be serious. Today, when the 
world appears to be spiralling out of financial control, 
perhaps some humorous verse is the required therapy. 
What about a few Limericks? If they don‟t make you laugh, 

smile or at least twitch, consult your doctor.  
Tea-Time with the Duchess.   

 (attributed to USA President, Woodrow Wilson) 
I sat next to the Duchess at tea: 

It was just as I feared it would be: 
Her rumblings abdominal 
Were truly phenomenal, 

And everyone thought it was me. 
 

Floating Away 
A certain young lady named Hannah, 

Was caught in a flood in Montana 
As she floated away, 

Her beau, so they say, 
Accompanied her on the piannah 

 

The Slippery Slope 
There was an old Fellow of Trinity, 
A Doctor well versed in Divinity, 

But he took to free thinking, 
And then to deep drinking, 

And so had to leave the vicinity. 
 

Getting Started 
      There once was a pious young priest, 

   Who lived almost wholly on yeast. 
„For,‟ he said, „it is plain 
We must all rise again, 

And I want to get started, at least.‟ 
Some Limericks can‟t be repeated in polite society, but as you can see, 
they don‟t all have to be Blue. Why not choose a topic, and have a go. 

We would be delighted to print your Limerick 
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Facing Up to the Food Challenge, with Rob Allen 
We gardeners enjoy a challenge. I may have 
mentioned this before but it is well worth repeating , 
because quite obviously we are now living in a time 
when we shall be facing  bigger challenges than ever, 
and keen gardeners, amateurs or paid professionals, 

are likely to be more prepared than most to meet them.  
 
We already know that the „grow your own food‟ campaign has been 
increasingly successful over the past few years and this is set to 
continue. The 2009 plant and seed catalogues are packed with new 
varieties especially fruit and vegetables. Nurseries will be producing far 
more fruit trees, fruit bushes, and far more vegetable plants than ever 
before. Perhaps the main worry is that demand might outstrip supply.  
Furthermore, BBC will have a gardening based programme on BBC1 
primetime for the first time since Ground Force. This is going to be 
fronted by Chris Beardshaw and Nick Knowles, two greatly respected 
presenters. There will be 6 programmes which will take 6 back gardens 
and transform them into wildlife havens. I am confident this new series 
will be extremely popular and extremely valuable. TV is a powerful 
medium. If something good is promoted well, the benefits can be 
considerable. Additionally, Gardeners World has a new presenter, Toby 
Buckland. Having read 2 or 3 of his articles, I like what I have read. He 
speaks from the heart, not always saying what everyone wants to hear, 
but what he actually feels, particularly when it comes to the" chemical" 
versus the "organic" debate. 
  

Jobs for November 
 Good month to renovate your old trees, shrubs and climbers. Make  

sure you stake newly planted trees. 
 Continue to mow lawns if not too wet.  Still time to plant tulips and 

hyacinths. 
 In the veg patch plant garlic. Excellent month to plant fruit trees and 

summer fruiting raspberries. 

Most of all, enjoy the last of the Autumn colours. 
  

Regards from Rob and the Staff at Chief Trading Post 
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And The Lord Came Unto Noah........ 
....who was now living in England and said:  
 
"Once again the Earth has become wicked and 

overpopulated, and I see the end of all flesh before 
me. Build another Ark and save two of every living 

thing along with a few good humans." He gave Noah 

the *CAD drawings, saying, "You have six months to 
build the Ark before I will start the unending rain for 

40 days and 40 nights." (* CAD Computer Aided 
Design): – naturally The Lord uses cutting edge technology) Six months later, 

the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his yard - but no Ark. 

 
"Noah!" He roared, "I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?" 

 
"Forgive me, Lord," begged Noah, "but things have changed. I needed Building 

Regulations approval and I've been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the 
need for a sprinkler system. My neighbours claim that I should have obtained 

planning permission for building the Ark in my garden because it is development 

of the site, even though in my view it is a temporary structure. We then had to 
go to appeal to the Secretary of State for a decision. Then the Department of 

Transport demanded a bond be posted for the future costs of moving power 
lines and other overhead obstructions to clear the passage for the Ark‟s move to 

the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to us, but they wouldn‟t 

budge.  Getting the wood was another problem. All the decent trees have Tree 
Preservation Orders on them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

set up in order to protect the spotted owl. I tried to convince the 
environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no go!  

 
When I started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me. They insisted that I 

was confining wild animals against their will. They argued the accommodation 

was too restrictive, and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a 
confined space. Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the 

Rivers Authority ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an 
environmental impact study on Your proposed flood. I'm still trying to resolve a 

complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission on how many disabled 

carpenters I'm supposed to hire for my building team. The trades unions say I 
can‟t use my sons. They insist I have to hire only accredited workers with Ark-

building experience. To make matters worse, Customs and Excise seized all my 
assets, claiming I' m trying to leave the country illegally with endangered 

species. 
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 So, forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least ten years for me to finish this 

Ark.” 
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow stretched 

across the sky. Noah looked up in wonder and asked, "You mean Lord, you‟re 

not going to destroy "The World?" 
 

"No," sayeth The Lord. "I’ve been beaten to it." 
 

Discovered by Geoff and Sandie Mackie in their recent researches into  
important historical documents that have been released under the current 
Freedom of Religious Information Act. 
  

Some Snippets from Past Focal Point Editions 
 

I was recently handed 100 or more past editions of Focal Point, or as they were 
called for many years, The Bitton Parish Magazine. At random, I opened a page 

at random from the June 1954 edition, and found myself looking at: 
Marriage 

 18 th May 1954 – David Robert Perrett and Maureen Valerie Reilly 

 
58 years later, we can confirm that David and Maureen are still with us, and still 

very active in countless  Bitton Church and Community activities. 
 

Past  Editors clearly welcomed the occasional joke and humorous story. This 
one, reported in the May 1954 edition, came from „a very young district visitor‟. 

An old lady from the village was ill. She lay gazing upwards from her bed, 

apparently taking it all in, while the earnest Visitor read the penitential psalms. 
When the reading was over, the old lady said, ‟Thank you, that was very pretty, 

and when the Lord raises me up, I‟ll whitewash that ceiling. It wants doing 
terrible bad.‟ 

 

In the December 1977 edition, the editor writes: „We are pleased to send our 
heartiest congratulations to Mrs Wilton on attaining her 100th birthday on 

November 18th....Mrs Wilton also holds the record for having lived the longest in 
the Village – 77 years. We also look forward to congratulating Mr Harry Short 

when he reaches his Century on 29th December 1977. (Did Mr Short make it, I 
wonder?) 

  

More snippets in the future. 
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Puzzle  Corner 
 

Our October Proverbs Quiz seems to have been a quiz too far for 
some of our regulars. Only 4 sets of answers received, all of them 

correct, from Anne Carrington, Pamela Mann, J.Heyes and Jan 
Wookey.  Congratulations. First „out of the editor‟s hat‟ draw prize 

this month goes to Anne Carrington. 

 
Anwers to the October Proverbs Quiz 

1        TMCSTB  Too many cooks spoil the broth. 
2        ASITSN    A stitch in time save nine. 

3        BOAFFT   Birds of a feather flock together. 

4        DLAGHITM      Don't look a gift horse in the mouth. 
5        ECHASL         Every cloud has a silver lining.     

6        ABITHIWTITB   A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
7        FBC                 Familiarity breeds contempt. 

8        TPIMTTS         The pen is mightier than the sword. 

9        CBAH             Charity begins at home. 
10      ARSGNM      A rolling stone gathers no moss. 

11      NVNG           Nothing ventured nothing gained. 
12      BCBC            Beggars can't be choosers. 

13      ATGING         All that glisters is not gold. 
14      TNSWF         There's no smoke without fire. 

15      LBYL             Look before you leap. 

16      BIOSD           Beauty is only skin deep. 
17      INUCOSM     It's no use crying over spilt milk. 

18      PWLIGHSTS    People who live in glass houses should'nt throw  
   stones. 

19      OOTFPITF  Out of the frying pan into the fire. 

20      HWLLLL         He who laughs last laughs loudest. 
 

Incidentally, Puzzle Corner does generate some interesting letters. I quote from 
one or two recent ones: Dear John, My one remaining grey cell is complaining 

loudly at all the work I expect of it. I tell it that it‟s for its own good but it still 
grumbles on.....Now I have finished the puzzle I can put my last brain cell away, 

in its cot, under its duvet, until I receive the November edition...... Dear Editor, 

Alas, this month‟s puzzle has diverted us from important work on our latest 
patchwork. We shall never finish it at this rate....Dear John, Well, I think this is 

the toughest one yet. I have thought of nothing else for the past few days, but 
my friend thinks Puzzle Corner is so good that she intends to suggest something 

similar for her own Church magazine. 
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November Palindrome Puzzle 
A word that reads the same way backwards as forwards 

 Example:  Musical Note = Minim 
 

1.   Core Content 
2.   Rude Bird 
3.   Measure 
4.   Auntie 
5.   Shapely Blunder 
6.   31.12 
7.   Cooker 
8.   „Mash‟ Man 
9.   Boat 
10.   Document 

11.  Disinclined 
12.  Keep relation quiet  
13.  Other parent 
14.  How the weasel  goes 
15.  Used by baby 
16. Volcanic 
17. Belief 
18. Human Organ 
19. Ram‟s delight? 
20. Shy look 

 
Answers please to the Editor: John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, 
Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY:0117-9-322164 (john70gailes@btinternet.com) 

 
Letter to the Editor ~ Bitton Recreation Ground 

Mike Thorne, until recently a Trustee of the Bitton Recreation Centre, writes in 

response to Councilor Mike Thomas‟s article in our October edition. These are 
Mike‟s views, but as many readers will know, there have been recent 

disagreements over the management of the Recreation Ground, and Mike‟s 

comments may throw some light onto a difficult situation. 
 

Dear Editor, 
Bitton Recreation Ground was left in trust for the benefit of the people of Bitton 

in 1920. In retrospect it now appears unfortunate that in 2003 the then 

trustee‟s of Bitton Recreation decided to grant a lease to Bitton Football Club  
for 30 years. The lease was deemed by the Charity Commission to be invalid but 

this was challenged by the football club. Subsequently the new trustees 
engaged a firm of Solicitors for an opinion which, when it was delivered, 

indicated that the lease could be legal. Counsels‟ opinion was then sought and 
they agreed with the Solicitors‟ judgment. However, the problem of the lease 

has still to be resolved, as the Charity Commission has now asked the current 

trustees for clarification on whether the freehold of the Bitton Recreation 
Ground was formally vested in the actual trustees who granted the lease. 

Counsels‟ opinion is again being sought.  
Whilst it is true to say the Site offers facilities for Football, Cricket, Netball and 

Tennis, the fact is that the Site is predominately run for the use of the football 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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club which is a limited company. The thriving Netball Club left, as did the Tennis 

Club, and the Cricket Club strives to survive with little or no help from the 
Football Club. Surely it was not the intention of the local benefactors to allow 

the site to be dominated by a football club. 

 
When the original trustees allowed the first telephone mast to be erected on the 

site, it was anticipated that all rental from the mast would go to develop the site 
for other sports (play area, tennis courts etc). Instead ALL revenue generated 

on the site goes to the Football Club. It is appreciated that much work has been 

done on the site but mostly for the benefit of the football club. 
I don‟t believe the Social Club is as thriving as we are led to believe and it is 

certainly not widely used by local residents as was mentioned. The structure of 
the clubhouse has fallen into a state of serious disrepair, even though the lease 

signed by the football club includes a clause which states that the “property 
(including any additions) must be kept in good and substantial repair.”  

 

The Site produces considerable income, including a very substantial amount 
from the additional telephone mast, all of which should be used to develop 

sports and recreation facilities for the whole Bitton Community, as was the 
concept of the original benefactors. The non-footballers feel that they are being 

pushed out, and the possible offer to them of land on the bottom end of the 

existing ground, land which is frequently waterlogged, is hardly likely to improve 
matters. 

 
Let me make it quite clear that during my time on the Board as a Trustee, no 

Trustee was ever critical of the good work of the Football Club – only of its 
dominance of the site for football. 

 

If you have an opinion on the subject please write or email to the Chairman of 
the Trustees, your Bitton District Councilor, Mike Thomas. 

Michael Thorne 
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BITTON BASH BARUM (Barnstaple) 

Gloucestershire without a championship win all season, Bristol RFC losing six 
games on the trot, and after my rant last month on soccer I decided to take 

solace in the grass roots.  I paid my Senior Citizen‟s £2.50 at the Gate of the 

Bitton Recreation Ground, home to Bitton AFC, to see this afternoon‟s game 
against Barnstaple in the Tool-Station Western League Premier Division. 

 
Bitton AFC was founded in 1922. After gradual progression over the past twenty 

years, last season was their most successful coming seventh in this league and 

winning the GFA trophy for the first time in their history. They run 22 teams, 
boys, girls and senior men and women. Paradoxically it is in 

their success that their biggest problem lies. They simply 
can‟t accommodate everyone but with the ground belonging 

to a charitable trust, like Bath Rugby on the Rec, they are 
not free to develop the ground as they would like. In addition 

to the first team pitch there are two other large pitches and 

two junior pitches on the outfield of the cricket square.  
 

But what of my afternoon? I was welcomed at the turnstile by Steve Webb, 
treasurer and introduced to the chairman, John Langdon who both took trouble 

to provide me with information. The £1 programme was well produced and a 

good read. The crowd of 80 was no “one man and his dog” affair and perhaps 
exceeded the average church congregation. I was reluctant to leave this sunny 

side of the pitch with its refreshments bar serving steak and kidney pies, but felt 
it my duty to proceed to the shady side and its 50 seater stand where the local 

aficionados were gathered to dispense their witty comments on the 
proceedings. One old boy must have been in his nineties if we take literally his 

comment that they didn‟t have a club when he played. The almost forgotten 

smell of cigarette smoke, the whistling of the Bitton railway engine and the 
audibility of crowd comments, all gave me a whisper of a bygone age at St 

James Park with Exeter City. 
 

 Bitton won the game 5-0. The subtle touches of Mark Cherry in midfield and 

the raw aggression of old pro Michael Meaker in attack, particularly caught the 
eye.  I thoroughly enjoyed my afternoon at the grass roots and if you‟re fed up 

with the ruthless economics and overblown egos of the professional game, I 
would certainly recommend a couple of hours at the Recreation Ground on a 

Saturday afternoon. At the end of the day football means not having to go to 

ASDA (or is it Waitrose for Bitton folk), on a Saturday.   

Rovi Retsoc 
Our Focal Point Sports Correspondent 
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Busy Times at Manor Farm, Upton Cheyney 
The Farm Open Day 

At first, customers were thin on the ground; the forecast sunshine was blanked 
out by a chilling fog.  However, about midday, with the mist lifting and the sun 

duly appearing, visitors and customers turned up and the farm open day was 
well under way.  The shop was bursting with meringue nests, rotund loaves, 

vegetables in season, generous fat sausages and chops, joints of the farm 

reared pork, lamb and beef.   The produce departed steadily out of the door in 
brown paper bags.  The barn had local art for sale, the barbecue was always 

busy, with home-made (of course) burgers and sausages, rolls containing slices 
of juicy pork, and melt-in-your-mouth beef for sale.  Rosalie‟s farm reared plants 

were there; so was Steve the fish, and surprisingly, a huge cart horse promoting 

a local author‟s book. There was the usual collection of strutting turkeys, goats, 
old spot pigs and fluffy rabbits to amuse the little people, together with a 

bouncy castle and pony and trap rides.  Rory set up his ferret racing – cages of 
ferrets stacked in the boot of a car with tunnels for 

the races.  I noticed that the photographer didn‟t 
seem too keen to get near though he badly wanted a 

photograph.  The smell of one ferret is bad but 21 – 

imagine!  The café did brisk business with a huge 
array of home-made mouth watering cakes, biscuits 

and scones. 
 

The farm open day was turning into a friendly, vibrant, social occasion, not 

unlike Kelston fête a few weeks ago.  People came and lunched and bought and 
viewed and stayed to chat and catch up – a great party atmosphere. 

 
A farm shop in a village such as ours is somehow society reversing progress and 

harks back to that greengrocer shop feel of the 50„s.  The success of this one is 
of course down to a lot of hard work in the background by David and Catherine 

and their dedicated staff, and the overall effect is a feel good factor you 

certainly don‟t get in the ready meals aisles of local supermarkets.  Long may it 
continue. 

Roz Burmester 
 

Harvest Home at Manor Farm 
Following quickly after its successful Open Day, Dave and Cath again opened 
the Manor Farm gates to host St Mary‟s traditional Harvest Home lunch on 

Sunday 12 October. This time the weather was perfect from the outset, and in 

the age old setting of the farmyard, overlooked by the majestic barn, people 
from the neighbourhood enjoyed a few hours of roast pork, salad, ice-cream 

and liquid refreshments, and vigorous entertainment from the famous Bristol 
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Morris dance team, ably assisted by an attractive lady spectator. Once again the 

ducks, chickens and dogs came along to investigate, the goat preened itself for 
the photographers, the shop did a roaring trade, and we all revelled in a scene, 

which apart from the odd tractor or two and the unisex dress codes, would have 

very familiar to local residents centuries ago.  

Well done Dave and Cath! 
 

Flicks in the Sticks Premiere ~  A Huge Success 
There was a great turnout for the inaugural opening of Flicks in the Sticks 

(FITS), the brain-child of the Bridget Hetzel and an enthusiastic team of local 
film buffs, including Barry Smale who provided the much-

needed technical support. Queues quickly formed up in 

Church Lane, and before long 50 or more curious people were 
ushered into the colourfully decorated Church Hall, no doubt 

wondering what was in store. They soon discovered that this 
was no elitist, „intellectual‟, Hampstead style film - club 

occasion. It was simply a very pleasant evening out, with family, friends and 
neighbours, complete with bar, choc ices and great nibbles, watching the 

academy award winning CHOCOLAT, starring Johnny Depp, Dame Judy Dench 

and Juliette Binoche. At the end of the evening‟s entertainment, patrons 
willingly completed a questionnaire in which, amongst other things, they were 

asked to suggest film titles for future performances.   
 

Given the undoubted success of its first venture, the Flicks in the Sticks team 

now feel confident enough to embark on a once-monthly programme of Friday 
night films in the Church Hall.  

At £3.50 a head, it‟s a bargain. 
 

Forthcoming  FITS Cinema Attractions 
Friday December 5th Church Hall 7.30 £3.50 

As Good As It Gets 
Starring Jack Nicholson and Helen Hunt 

Details of further Friday film selections for January 23rd & February 27th 2009 
will be announced in our December edition. 

For further information contact Bridget Hetzel on 9329939 

or by email at: bittonflicks@live.co.uk 

 

Well done everyone who helped to launch such an enjoyable addition to 
Bitton‟s Entertainment Calendar. 

 
 


