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Welcome to Your October Edition of Focal Point 
The Bitton Parish ~ Community Magazine 

2  Paulôs October Message 
3  Around Our Bitton Churches 
4  St Maryôs Church Notices and Tea Club 
5  More Harvest and Christmas Notices 
6  Flicks in the Sticks 
7  St Maryôs Matters & November Deadline 
8  Fete Success   
9  Welcome to Becky 
10  Bee-Keeping with Brenda 
11  Parish Register & Another Tragedy Waiting to Happen? 
12  You Donôt Have to be a Criminal 
13  Puzzle Corner 
14/15    Spotlight on Bitton People 
16  Nostalgia Rules. OK? 
17  Poetry Corner 
18  Gardening with Rob Allen 
19  Mystic Music at Bitton W.I. Meeting 
20  Sponaneous Applause at Patronal Service 

 
Cover Picture 

As reported in several articles this month, the Bitton Parish~Community Fete 
this year was a resounding success, so we had no difficulty in selecting Ruth 
Chiddyôs colourful photograph depicting the medieaval theme of the Fete as 
this monthôs cover picture. Our thanks to Ruth. 

 
Welcome to Becky ~ Focal Pointôs New Editor 

On Page 8 we welcome Becky Feather who is taking over as Focal Pointôs 
Editor. As your Editor for the past 2 years, I know that you will give Becky the 
same support and encouragement that you have given me. Becky is a 
talented journalist and I am certain that with your help and her wealth of 
experience, Focal Point will continue to flourish.  
 
It is a pity that for reasons over which Becky has no control, the colour 
element of the magazine will have to be reduced for the immediate future. 

However, Becky has already come up with new and imaginative ways of 
presenting and displaying our articles and notices, so you should see no 
reduction in the overall quality of our production. We wish her every success. 

John J Evans 
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Paulôs Message ~ October 2009 
 

Dear Friends, 

Is the Holy Spirit a Swimming Instructor? 
 

When I was a small boy there was a stand-off between my 
mother and me. She wanted me to learn to swim, whilst I 
wanted to have a tent in which to camp out in the garden. It 
came down to a simple quid pro quo. If I submitted to the 
swimming, she would buy my tent. 
 
I was a timid child. I soon got the impression the swimming 
teacher thought I was a first-class wimp. Eventually, so 

frustrated did he become by my fear and loathing of the water that he simply 
pushed me in. Nowadays I would probably be living off the compensation 
awarded for post-traumatic stress disorder. In those days it was just tough!  
 
The point is I did learn to swim. And I got my tent. 
 
The moral is clear. There are a lot of things in life where we must take the 
plunge if we are to achieve what we are capable of. Marriage is one. There 
are no guarantees, but standing on the side-lines, never ready to commit, is a 

slow death. 
 
It seems to me the Church at Bitton and elsewhere is at a critical point. Do we 
stand on the sidelines or take the plunge? It is scary and challenges the safety 
we feel on terra firma ï a safety which is a significant part of the comfort and 
satisfaction we get from our religion. I do not wish to pre-empt any decisions 
we shall make about the future appearance and use of St Maryôs, but I do 
wonder whether the time has come for us to take the plunge. We can, like 
King Canute, resist the tide or we can learn to swim. There is a Zen saying: 
óNo verbal description of water, however eloquent, will ever be as effective as 
throwing your pupil in the lakeô. 
 

With my best wishes, 

Paul Denyer. 
 
P.S. May I join my thanks, with those of many others, to John Evans for his 
editorship of Focal Point. He has made the magazine a publication we can be 
proud of.  
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AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

 
Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 

Elder ï Muriel Williams  
0117 ï 961 6843 

Our 3pm Sunday Services for October 2009  
 
Oct   4           Harvest Festival      Rev. D Frost 
Oct  11          No Service 
Oct  18                Mrs R. MacLachlan 
Oct  25           To be arranged 

Bitton Methodist Church 
Minister ï The Rev. Denise Harding  

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH ï 0117 961 5592 
Correspondence Secretary ï Mr Reg Pullin  

113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA ï 0117 967 1073 
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for October 2009  

Oct  4           Mr J Hopper 
Oct  11        Mr G Hoare 
Oct  18    United Service at Cock Road 
Oct  25   Communion Service         Rev Den Harding 

 

St Maryôs Church, Bitton 
Vicar:   The Revôd Canon Paul Denyer          0117 967 3965 
   The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate:   The Revôd Maria Shepherdson          0117 960 8442 
   25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 
Lay     Mr Ken Gibson,            0117 932 2122 
Ministers:  8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 
   Dr David Bailey, Westover House,        0117932 8949 
   Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 

 
Church:   Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage,       0117 932 3868 
Wardens  40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
   Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High St      0117 932 5376 
Baptism Enquiries:  Mrs Jean Gray            0117 967 2964 
Marriage & Funeral Enquiries:                   To the Vicar 
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Services at St Maryôs in October 2009 
 
Sunday    4 October  10.30   Parish Communion  
Thursday 8 October  9.30  Celtic Service of Holy  
      Communion: Coffee and cake 
      from 10.15-11.15   
Sunday 11 October  10.30  Morning Prayer 
    10.30   Sunday Funday in the  
      Church Hall 
Sunday 18 October       Harvest Festival 

 10.30  Harvest Thanksgiving Family 
   Service Hosted by the Cub 
   Scouts followed by the  
   Harvest Home Lunch at 

 Manor Farm, Upton Cheyney 
by kind invitation of David 
and Cathy Hawking 

    6.30  Evensong   
Sunday 25 October   8.00  Holy Communion 

10.30 Morning Prayer with a 
speaker from the Gideon 
Society 

 

Services for our Young people 
Our main Sunday morning worship at 10.30 seeks to meet  

the needs of all ages by providing  special groups for: 
Pathfinders   10 years and over 
Explorers         7 to 10 years 

Sunday Funday on 2nd Sunday in the Church Hall  
On other Sundays there is a play area in the Lady Chapel  

Come to the Church at 10.30 and we will put  
you in touch with the right group. 

 

Tea Club Programme for October 2009 
Tuesday   6 October óCrafting with Sandraô who will talk about 

and demonstrate the art of making cards 
 
Tuesday  20 October  óBrenda and her Beesô ï come and listen to  
   Brenda Claxtonôs experiences. 

 

Everyone Welcome 
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Home Farm Trust                        Coffee Morning 
 
 
 

 with 
 Sale of Christmas Cards 

Thursday 22 October 
Everyone is invited to Coffee at 8 Church Road from 10.30 ï 12noon 

There will also be a Bring and Buy stall and a Raffle. 
The Home Farm Trust Supports People with Learning Difficulties  

 

   HARVEST HOME LUNCH 
Sunday 18 October at Noon 

With entertainment from the Bristol Morris Men 
at Manor Farm Upton Cheyney 

by kind invitation of  
David and Cathy Hawking 

Tickets: £5 adult and £3 child  
are available from 

Janet Ivens 932 6951 : Barbara Merritt 932 3926 
Liz Midgley 932 6898 : David Hawking 932 4161 

 

 

St Mary's Church - Christmas Market 
 Saturday November 14th in the Church Hall from 10 - 12.30p.m. 

Marshfield Bakery Products, Cakes, Jewellery, Phoenix Cards, toys and  

much, much more!! 
For further information please contact: 

Ann Willis 

 

 

 

Harvest Decorating at St Maryôs 
Decorating St Maryôs Church for Harvest, 

will take place on: 
Saturday, 17 October starting at 9.30am. 

If possible, could you please bring foliage, especially berries and produce  
I look forward to seeing you all. 

Judith 
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FLICKS IN THE STICKS (FITS) 
Invites you to have a drink and chat with friends while you watch 

Keeping Mum 
 Hilarious Comedy Starring 

Maggie Smith ~ Rowan Atkinson ~ Patrick Swayze ~  

Kristin Scott Thomas 
Showing on Friday 16 October  

The Old Schoolroom, Church Lane, Bitton 

ADMISSION FREE 
Licensed Bar opens 7.30pm~Film starts 8pm  

 

  Future Film Night Dates  
Friday 20 November  ~  Friday 15 January          

Friday 19 February  ~  Friday 19 March 
 
Screened by BVRAôs recently acquired state-of-the-art projection equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OK. So Rome Wasnôt Built in a Day 

 
Mailing List and Ticket Reservations 

If you want to be on the BVRA/Flicks e-mailing list,  
so that we can remind you of forthcoming attractions, please forward your 

mail address to hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk or phone me: 0117 932 9939 
Looking forward to seeing you soon. 

Bridget Hetzel 
 

Deadline for November Edition of Focal Point 
Please note that articles for our November edition should be forwarded by 
post to our new editor, Becky Feather, at 18 Church Road, Bitton, or by email 
rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk. by Tuesday 13th October. Arial font size 10:  
page size A5: 480 words maximum unless previously agreed with the editor. If 
you have any queries, you can also contact Becky on 9325037.                  
 

Handwritten and typed articles and notices are also very welcome. 

 

mailto:hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk
mailto:rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk
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St Maryôs Matters    October 2009 

 
The biggest single event in September was the parish 
fête. It almost seems that in Bitton the summer 
cannot come to an end without this annual 
jamboree. Unlike last year we were blessed with a dry day that allowed the 
event to go with a swing.  And what an event!  The crowds turned out and a 
massive total was announced at the patronal festival the next day ï over 
£6,000 was raised (the final figure has yet to be calculated).  A big thank you 
indeed to Cheryl Wright and her team. 
 
One obvious change at this yearôs f°te was to serve teas in the church itself, 
making use of the new kitchen facility.  It was wonderful to see the church 
being used in this way and so active; those taking tea or visiting had the 
pleasure of viewing some astonishingly good paintings by local artists.  They 
could also note the new lighting and carpet that give the church a much 
warmer and well looked after feeling. 
 
The kitchen and the lighting are the first results from our Living Stones 
Appeal.  Providing a pleasant and welcoming space is important, not only for 
worship but for meeting the wider objectives of the appeal to re-establish the 

church as a centre for the whole community.   
 
As this autumn begins, we can look forward to more events 
designed to reach out to a wider community ï the fête is 
great:  but it shouldnôt be the only time in the year when 
the church is so closely connected with the people it 
serves. 

Jim Heavens 
Recently Appointed Church Warden 

*********** 

St Maryôs Church Flower Rosta ~ October 2009 
  
 Saturday 3rd  Maureen Perrett 
 Saturday 10th  Maureen Day 
 Saturday 17th  Harvest 
 Saturday 24th   Cath OôConnell 
 Saturday 31st  Pat Hayes 

  Photo by Sandie MacKay 
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St Maryôs Church Fete 2009 ~ Huge Success 
The results are in and St Maryôs Church fete committee is very excited to tell 
you that the 2009 fete was one of the most successful and well attended ever. 
Thanks to your help and generosity, we have been able to donate £6000 to 
the St Maryôs óLiving Stonesô appeal. 
 
The fete was only successful because so many people kindly donated items, 
or gave so generously of their time, expertise and use of their premises.  The 
fete committee would like to express sincere thanks and appreciation to all 
sponsors, stall coordinators, stall helpers, raffle ticket sellers, gatekeepers 
programme sellers, Melanie Holley dancers, Oldland Brass, Lucas Veterinary 
Services, The Upton Inn and those who assisted with preparation, set-up and 
packïup ( just before the heavens opened ï He was looking after us?!). 
 
Special thanks go to the Rev. Maria Shepherdson for opening the fete and 
setting the medieval theme in her own inimitable style; Richard Humphreys 
who took us eloquently and fluently through the afternoonôs events in his 
totally unflappable manner; David Feltham who donated his time and 
excellent sound system equipment free of charge (itôs definitely who you know 
ï eh Brian?!); Bridget and Martin Hetzel and helpers for again providing  
delicious cream teas at Church Farm in spite of their ongoing barn renovation 
work; to local farmer Kevin Hussey who stepped in to top-cut the field at short 

notice and  donated his precious time, equipment and diesel free of charge; 
Steve and Karen Cox for their creative photo-booth idea (make sure to 
purchase the coffee table portrait compilation, together with entertaining 
comments!); local farm manager Kevin Harris for assisting Lucas Veterinary 
Services by lending his expertise, comic humour and proving to be a very 
competent judge at the re-instated fun dog show; John and Pearl Evans, alias 
Lord and Lady de Bouton, who looked spectacular in their costumes and 
judged the fancy dress competitions so diplomatically (itôs OK, I quite enjoyed 
my bag of Minstrels as consolation prize!); John Underwood and David Perrett 
for coordinating the Tower and Church tours, and our magnificent heavy gang 
who worked tirelessly to transform an empty field into a wonderland of  
medieval delights - once again led by David Selman and Stuart Pugsley, 
staunchly supported by family and friends including Sarah Fraser for her 
warmly welcomed mid-morning on-field banquet of fabulous bacon and eggs. 

 
To all who attended the Fete, we hope you had a lovely time and thank you 
for your support.         

On behalf of St. Maryôs Church Fete Committee 2009:  
Nicola Bennetts, Brian Chappill, Sarah Craddock, Jacqui Harris, 

Sarah and Jim Heavens, Helen Pugsley, Roger Tilley, Ann and Bob Willis  
Cheryl Wright ~ Fete Organiser 
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Welcome to Becky ~ Focal Pointôs New Editor 
Becky Feather takes up the editorôs quill once the 
October Edition has been distributed, when she will join 
the ranks of an illustrious band of scribblers who have 
kept the magazine going since its inception shortly after 
the Second World War. Unlike many of her 
predecessors Becky will be bringing with her a wealth of 
professional experience in magazine and newspaper 
production from which Focal Point can only benefit and 

we all wish her every success in her new venture.  
 
When I took over from Geoff Mackay two years ago, he provided me with an 
extremely useful survival kit, a veritable encyclopaedia of editorial pitfalls that 
must be avoided at all costs. More importantly he outlined the various people 
and groups that make up the Focal Point Team, how the groups operate and 
what part the editor needs to play in them. In my turn I shall try to ensure 
that Becky is well briefed about the arcane intricacies of producing a monthly 
magazine in a rural village. Becky can be certain that she will have the 
enthusiastic support of the many people who contribute to the production and 
distribution of this small gem of a Parish~Community Magazine. They are a 
great bunch and always respond to a glass of red wine. 
 

Mind you, nothing quite prepares you for the direct and personal contact that 
quickly develops between editor and readers.  Thereôs no escape to an 
editorial ivory tower. Your readers are you neighbours, and they donôt hesitate 
to give you immediate feedback when an innocent (?) editorial gaff raises a 
hackle or two. However, for me the whole experience has been incredibly 
enjoyable. Readers have been complimentary about many of our new 
features, and more importantly, readers are now becoming writers, so much 
so that we have to restrict the space we can allocate to them.  
 
I cannot be sure, but Becky might well be the youngest ever FP editor. This 
probably means that her circle of friends will represent a younger generation 
of readers, with interests and issues that we may have neglected in the past. 
If so, Iôm sure Becky will quickly redress the balance while continuing to tap 
into the ambitions, the talents and achievements, the incredible stories, the 

fortitude, the cheerful optimism and enthusiasm of people of all generations 
who live in this wonderful village. Our community has a generosity of spirit 
which seems to make all things possible. So Becky, we wish you every 
success. Above all I hope that like me, you enjoy the experience of working 
on this great little magazine. Good luck and nil desperandum caburundum. 
(Translation available if required)  

John J Evans 
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Bee-Keeping with Brenda This Summer 
 
Keeping bees has made me more aware of the diversity of nature in my 
garden.  Bumble bees in all their differing shapes and varieties are abundant 
this year. I visited a neighbour Mike in his old farmhouse, whilst delivering the 
Parish Questionnaire, and over a cup of tea Mike commented that early this 
spring he had seen very small bees with a yellow stripe round their middle 
going in and out of a large clump of pampas grass, near the ground. Later in 
the year the bees were larger; were they Honey Bees different bees or the 
same ones grown bigger, he wanted to know. He then noticed that the bees 
had disappeared altogether. He told me this in early July; what had happened 
to the bees? 
      
By one of those strange co-incidences which happen in life, only that morning 
I had been reading about just this phenomenon. In óThe World of the 
Honeybee,ô Colin Butler wrote about 50 years ago that in spring the 
bumblebee queen makes her nest in some cavity or hollow leaf stem, just 
such a stem as provided by the pampas grass, and lays her eggs one beneath 
the other down the stem, provisioning each egg with a blob of food. These 
early bees are very small when they emerge and immediately start work, 
flying to collect nectar from flowers to provision the next batch of eggs. As the   
year progresses the bees become larger, because of a better food supply. 

Hence the larger bees enter the nest as seen by Mike. The largest bees 
pupate as queens in their own right, fly and mate. Once the new queens are 
mated the original queen and all the workers die. A fight then ensues between 
the remaining queens; the winner stays in the nest and the others leave to 
make new homes for themselves. Butler also says that in some varieties of 
bumble bee the newly mated queen goes into hibernation until the following 
spring, when she emerges and starts the whole process over again. Thus all 
Mikeôs questions were answered. 

 
The honey bee has evolved beyond this stage.  The 
queen bee and her foragers are able to survive as a 
colony throughout the winter, though the male drones 
are thrown out and die. The queen bee, no  longer 
having to create a new colony by herself in the spring 

has lost her ability to multitask;  her role now is confined 
to laying all the eggs for the colony and providing the 
queen pheromones, a scent the bees pass on to each 
other which keeps the colony working together in  

    Honey Bees           harmony. 
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When honey bees decide to rear a new queen they construct several large 
elongated queen cells, with embossed sides, hanging downward in the comb.    
A palace fit for a princess. The egg itself is the same as all the other eggs laid 
by the queen, but intense feeding of royal jelly and the specially constructed 
queen cell ensures this egg will transform itself into a queen bee. What a 
fascinating life cycle. 

Brenda Claxton 
Many readers have said how much enjoy Brendaôs regular Bee features. 

Thanks, Brenda 

            The Parish Register    ~    August 2009 
Marriage   Lisa Saunders to Matthew Williamson 
14th August  
Baptisms 
15th August    Oscar William Wilkins: Parents: Mark & Lisa-Jayne  
              Dexter Andrew Griffin: Parents: David & Louise 
23rd August    Lydia Rose & Alice Jayne Woolley    Parents: Mathew & Kathryn 
                

Another Tragedy Waiting To Happen? 
Some weeks ago a quiet drive home through the leafy lanes of Golden Valley 
and Beach was brutally shattered when a horse, its rider and a car collided, 
leaving the horse bleeding to death, the young lady rider bruised and 
frightened, and the driver and passenger horrified but miraculously uninjured. 
Apparently the horse, spooked by the vehicle, reared up, threw off the rider 
and plunged its forelegs through the windscreen. It was a truly terrifying 
event for all concerned. By all accounts, no-one was speeding, no-one was 
behaving in a reckless manner, and the lane, although narrow, was 
unobstructed. It was simply a tragic accident which might well have ended 
even more tragically.  
 
But lessons must be learned, and perhaps the powers-that-be could be 
persuaded to look again at safety measures which could minimise the dangers 

that regularly confront residents, children, walkers, ramblers, cyclists and 
riders who use the lanes. Without some radical thinking it seems only a matter 
of time before we witness even worse tragedies. How about considering....... 
A 20 mph speed limit from the A431 through Golden Valley, Beach and Upton; 
the creation of suitable passing spaces in the lanes; signs discouraging or 
preventing juggernaut vehicles from using the lanes; making the lanes 
óResident Access Onlyô between 7-9am and between 4.30 to 6.30pm ï the 
peak rat-run time; introduce certificated competence training for young horse 
riders.  There must be other possibilities. Perhaps BVRA (Bitton Village 
Residents Assoc.) could assist. Let Focal Point have your views. 

JJE 
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You Donôt Have To Be A Criminal 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the North Avon Bench on its Welcome Initiative. 
 At a time when our judicial system comes in for a good deal of media 
criticism, much of it unwarranted, why not take advantage of this opportunity 
to see how our Local Magistratesô Courts actually operate.  Remember, you 
donôt have to be a criminal to see our Courts in action. With very few 
exceptions, court proceedings are open to the public at any time     (Editor) 
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Puzzle Corner        October 2009 
 

The September óWell Known Booksô Quiz. 
Where were you all this month? Only 2 entries, fortunately with all correct 
answers, from two of our most regular competitors: Liz Watkins and Jan 
Wookey. Since this is my last edition, a prize for each of them. Well done.  

The answers were: 
1. To Kill a Mocking Bird. 2. Persuasion or Possession. 3. The Time Machine.  
4. Far from the Madding Crowd. 5. Bird Song. 6. The Quiet American.  
7. The Old Man and the Sea. 8. The Canterbury Tales. 9. Howard's End  
10. Gulliverôs Travels. 11. Brave New World. 12. Ivanhoe.  13. The spy who 
came in from the cold.  14. Lord of the Flies. 15. Of Mice and Men. 16. Bleak 
House. 17. Rumpole of the Bailey. 18. Ulysses.  19. Animal farm 
20. Middlemarch. 

The October Quiz 
Here it is - the final episode in our retiring Editorôs story.  To find out what 
happens when John finally escapes from his computer, fill in the blanks with 
British place names. The dashes represent the correct number of letters.  I 
have even supplied the first letter this time, to help you along! 
 

John looked at the screen with a R - -  smile.  Soon, I wonôt need to be R - - - 
- - - emails or checking copy for the next edition.  I can A - - - - - - to my 
successor and take some time off.  We H - - - - - been away F - - - - - too 
long; some fresh sea A - - would do my C - - - - - - world of good.  We could 
A - - - - - - - - by side along B - - - - - - - pier and E - - - ice cream, or if the  
W - - - - - -  too strong, we can go for a R - - - in my R - - - - - .Here at home, 
I can replace the B - - - - -  the shed window and put some P - - - - - - -  the 
garage door.  If the R - - - - is on I could W - - - - - -  on the B - -  or even try 
that D - - -  or no D - - -  I keep hearing about. The C - - - - were lowing in 
the field nearby, and a dog was B - - - - - -  in the distance.  The S - - - was 
blue and the B - - -  was in the fridge.  This is the life, he thought! 

 
I definitely go for the fresh air and ice-cream retirement scenario, but the DIY 
possibility is a non-starter. Fortunately, our anonymous Quiz-Mistress is 
married to a very helpful high-tech engineer who responds to my frequent 
requests for DIY assistance in a neighbourly fashion. Unfortunately, he too 
must remain anonymous, otherwise readers might be tempted to take 
advantage of his good will. So my thanks to the pair of them. Puzzle Corner 
has been a popular feature with 15 or so Quiz addicts whose grey matter has 
been stirred, shaken and stimulated by these tantalising brain teasers. Finally, 
if you are desperate for a DIY specialist, just think of a fashionable seaside 
resort on the Welsh Riviera. That should give you a clue. (Editor) 
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Spotlight on Bitton People ~ John Dugay 
We all know John Dugay.  Or do we?  For a start, how many people know that 
he met Jill at Butlins in Bognor?  No, not on holiday, nor as Redcoats.  John 
was doing maintenance work and Jill had taken a summer job as a chalet 

maid. Romance blossomed and 
they were married in 1971, moving 
to Verwood Drive in  Bitton in 
1977.  John had a series of jobs 
ranging from working as a welder 
to being area sales manager for an 
automotive lighting company, as 
well as three years abroad working 
on oil rigs.  He and Jill took over 
the Kingôs Arms Stores in 1987.  
(Photo shows John with Gamble from 
the latest litter) 

 
Johnôs Dogs.  Most of us have seen John setting out with them in the van but 
where is he going?   Probably out for a training session, for the spaniels are 
working dogs.  John was not brought up in a doggy household but they are 
part of his lifelong interest in field sports. As he explains, óa dog complements 
shooting; itôs not just about killing thingsô. He bought Polly, his first spaniel, in 
1976. Since then heôs had fifteen dogs and more puppies than he can count. 
Although most of the puppies are sold, occasionally John keeps one to train 
ready to take part in field trials.  His dogs have won many competitions over 
the years so what is the secret of his success? 
 
The Psychological Approach.  In the past, John explained, dogs were óbrokenô 
in at eighteen months; today things are different and the approach is 
psychological.  For the first nine months everything is play then lessons begin 
ï five or ten minute sessions several times a day.  The puppies must learn to 
sit; this is the key command.  They must sit and stay even if John walks to the 
other side of the field and spends time chatting to the farmer.  They must sit 
even when tennis balls are being thrown all round them, for they must not be 
allowed to have every retrieve. Keep them guessing or theyôll start anticipating 
and think that they are in control.  John makes it sound easy but clearly the 

trainer needs a great deal of patience and, he admits, he learns more from 
each dog he has.  óTheyôre like humans ï all different.ô 
 
Prize-winners.  Competition work has earned the Dugay spaniels first prize in 
field trials no fewer than five times and, most prestigious of all, the Best 
Hunting Dog at the Kintbury Interclub Test.  At this event handlers from all 
over the country compete in teams of three.  Twist, his best dog to date and 
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probably his favourite, beat sixty other dogs, winning a massive shield for the 
club, a big trophy for John and a large bag of dog food for Twist. 
  
Not Pets.   Fond and proud of his dogs as he is, they are not pets and most 
are sold at the age of four when their competing days are over.  People find it 
hard to understand how he can part with them but he selects their new 
homes carefully and knows that the new owners can give the dogs more time 
and attention than he could.  There have been only two dogs who have lived 
in the house and been part of the family:  Polly, the first spaniel, and Meg, a 
terrier who was more Jillôs dog than Johnôs.  She was also a fierce guard dog, 
a fact belied by her innocent appearance and not initially believed by the VAT 
inspectors when they came to check the books and queried the vetôs bill as a 
Spar expense.  They changed their minds when, returning from their lunch 
break, Meg barred the way to the flat and they were obliged to find John to 
give them safe passage. 
 
Coping with Customers.   I wondered whether John felt he had used his dog 
training skills when dealing with customers in the shop but he was diplomatic.  
99% of his customers, he assured me, were delightful.  And the other 1%?  
He wouldnôt be drawn.  No wonder it was always a pleasure to shop at the 
Spar.  John and Jill were at the heart of the village for twenty years, always 
cheerful and smiling despite any upsets in their own lives.  Theyôve had armed 
hold-ups in the shop, major back surgery for John, and the deep tragedy of 
the death of their elder daughter, Beth, at the age of nine. 
  
Reocognition. They are both modest about running the shop so successfully 
for so long ï an achievement recognised by Spar when they were awarded a 
trip on Concorde in 1999.  We were all delighted when they went to a 
Buckingham Palace garden party in 2001, but it was the village gathering for 
their retirement in 2007 which was witness to the affection in which they are 
held locally.   What shines through is their community spirit.  They both love 
Bitton.  óItôs Godôs little acre,ô John told me, adding quickly, óand that includes 
Upton Cheyney.ô 

Nicola Bennetts ~ óSpotlightô Feature Writer 
 

Noel Edmonds Interview Scoop for Focal Point 
In spite of his heavy óDeal or No Dealô TV Commitments, and his many other 
demanding TV, Radio and Charity fund-raising efforts, Noel recently found 
time to be interviewed by Angela Dudley-Warde for our óSpotlight on Bitton 
Peopleô feature. The interview will appear in our December Edition.  

Thanks Noel. 
We understand that Angela is back from cloud 9. 
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Nostalgia Rules OK! 
I hope readers will indulge me if I spend a moment recalling some of the 
more memorable FP items we have included over the past two years.  
 
Thereôs no doubt that our óSpotlightô articles have focussed on some incredibly 
interesting and talented people from all sectors of the Bitton Community, and 
there are more in the pipeline. Who could have remained unmoved by the 
beautiful wedding photograph which accompanied Edith Careyôs óSpotlightô, or 
by the fascinating nostalgic life stories of some of our older residents: Eddie 
Alway, Gwen Norman, Bill Leighfield, Sybil Watts, Ron Elcock and others, 
some of whom have now passed on. We were staggered at the spectacular 
sporting, flying and academic career of Geoff Frankom, and proud of Carole 
Bryantôs one-woman crusade on behalf of Swampy and the Newbury Bypass 
eco-protestors. But the one Spotlight article which made the greatest 
impression on me centred on the war-time exploits of Kazimirz Zeilinsky, a 
Polish exile living in Aubrey Meads with his second wife, Cicely. 
 
From the age of 15 when he was conscripted into the Polish Army, Kazimirz  
saw active service on the Russian front, at El Alemain and Tobruk alongside 
Montyôs Desert Rats, at Monte Casino in Italy, and finally in the Allied invasion 
of Western Europe. At the conclusion of the war in Europe, Kazimirz preferred 
the option of working in the Welsh coalmines to an almost certain execution if 

he returned to Poland. Even then excitement was never far away, and he was 
lucky to emerge alive from a serious pit collapse in Bargoed. He later moved 
to Bitton, married a local girl, and for some years before he eventually retired, 
Kasimirz could be seen driving buses in the locality. To this day he does not 
know what happened to his mother, father or younger brother, and to this 
day he does not consider it in any way unusual that he had taken part is some 
of the most historic battles of the Second World War.... and survived. 

 
What else stands out? The war-time reminiscences of 
a young girl evacuated from London to the Vicarage at 
Bitton which led to considerable correspondence with 
former Bitton and Upton Cheyney school friends who 
remembered her well.  Who could forget the article 
and the follow-up letters on Abraham Bryan, carpenter 

and village coffin-maker, pictured with the coffin 
which he had made for his own burial. On more up-to-
date themes, FP was able to relay exciting accounts of 
the Baileysô voyage of discovery to the worldôs most 
exotic places, and the exploits of Baz and Robin, 
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intrepid leaders of the Bitton Mountaineering Club, as they clambered through 
the Pyrenees, almost losing the third member of the party who lost his 
balance and was swept away in a mountain torrent.  
 

Perhaps most memorable were the poems written by our Bitton children. 

  No Hope  

   As cold as the grave, I lie here, 
  The deathly silence of the night 

  Makes time stand still. 
  Bruises burn on my bones    
  From the mattress of concrete    
  I call my bed. 
  The bitter wind stabs me, 
  The freezing frost gathers force 
  Getting ready to devour me. 
  Distant memories of home invade my mind. 
  Nothing for me, 
  Not today, 
  Not tomorrow, 
  Not ever.           Callum (Age 12) 

 

If  
If my Mum was a fish, 

        She would be a dolphin 
        Leaping in the deep blue sea. 
         
        If my Mum was a pot of paint, 
        She would be gold,  
        Shining down on my sister and me. 
         
        If my Mum was a flower,  
        Sheôd be a buttercup, 
       Attracting the bees. 
  
 If  my Mum was a toy   If  my Mum was a season 
 She would be a ball    Sheôd be summer 
 Bouncing here and there  With sunshine on her hairô
  
 If  my Mum was a drink   If  my Mum was a bird 
 She would be champagne  She would be an eagle 

 Sparkling like the stars   Winging her way to Mars 
Jack (Age 9) 
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Gardening in October with Rob Allen 
Please forgive me but Iôm in a great hurry to complete 
this monthôs gardening article, so I hope it makes sense.  
I have the added pressure of knowing that my very 
patient wife and my three not so patient golden 
retrievers are in the car outside waiting to go on holiday  

          in Cornwall.   
Whilst on holiday Iôll be catching up with an old pal who was a student with 
me at Pershore College of Agriculture and Horticulture some 30 years ago. He 
is now head gardener at Flambards Entertainment Park near Helston, in 
Cornwall, where he was born and brought up. Amongst other things he also 
has a regular weekly gardening slot with Radio Cornwall. No problem. Wait till 
he writes gardening articles for 3 parish magazines, with 3 different monthly 
deadlines, then heôll really know what pressure is. 
 
Itôll be interesting to see how Flambards has been affected by the current 
recession this year as compared with the traditional garden centre and 
specialist nursery business. Our trade from March through to the end of June 
was really excellent, although it took a few knocks during July and August.  
So hereôs to a lovely Autumn when we might all begin to see a resurgence of 
economic activity which will benefit everyone. 
 

As I write this, the weather is fantastic, with warm days, clear skies and cooler 
evenings. If this weather remains for the next couple of weeks, we should all 
be enjoying a spectacularly colourful autumn.  

Work in the Garden for October: 
 Major harvesting for apples and pears. Good time for tree planting. 
 Busy time for planting winter and spring bedding both in the flower 

borders and containers 
 If the weather does continue this way keep containers watered 
 In the vegetable garden plant spring cabbage and winter onion sets, 

and remove yellow leaves from winter brassicas. Excellent month for 
planting garlic 

 The month of the year for making a new lawn with turf, and for 
feeing established lawns. 

 Good time to plant bare routes shrubs, and to cut back large tall 

shrubs such as Buddleias and Lavatera)  
 A good tidy of the garden, weeding, cutting old flower stems ready for 

the winter. 
Must go now: the dogs and beach wait for no man! 

Best wishes and good gardening from 

 Rob and all the Staff at Chief Trading Post 
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Mystic Music At Bitton W.I. Meeting 
In perfect synchronisation with the medieval theme of St. Maryôs Church fete, 
our fascinating speaker for the September meeting was Jonathan Weeks from 
Yeovil who has been collecting and lecturing on early musical instruments for 
the past 15 years. Jonathan provided a vast array of peculiar and beautiful 
reproduction instruments dating from the middle ages, most of which had 
originated in the Arab world. Jonathan not only proceeded to play a tuneful 
melody on each one with great aplomb, but also had some interesting and 
rather risqué background stories to impart on the origin of each piece! 
 
Jonathan took us on a historical musical journey starting with the reed pipe 
dating from 3000 BC. A practical demonstration followed on how to make your 
own reed pipe in 20 seconds flat which requires a reed, Stanley knife and 
doctor on hand! The clarinet, saxophone and mouth organ are all descended 
from this simple pipe. 
 

We then proceeded through the Saxon 
period and learned about the lyre, a variety 
of horn pipes and primitive pan pipes played 
by Iranian shepherd boys in the middle ages 
which evolved into the more familiar flute. 
 

There then followed a series of primitive 
instruments which are challenging to 
pronounce, let alone spell, but included a 

Egyptian Reed Pipe Players - 3000BC   superior double reed instrument of medieval 
times which is one of the loudest instruments ever made and was used to 
sound alarms, curfews and in processional music (I hope no-one was trying to 
bed down for the night in Bitton at 8.30pm last Monday evening!). 
 
The bagpipe, which is referred to in the Old Testament and first played by 
Emperor Nero in 68AD was more familiar. Less familiar was the reproduced 
bladder pipe (so named for obvious reasons) which Jonathan had especially 
made for him in the Czech republic but had since ósprung a leakô so to speak. 
The ever resourceful Jonathan had therefore come up with an improvised 
arrangement involving a surgical glove and it could still blast out a tune! 

(whoever said necessity wasnôt the mother of invention?!). 
 
We gazed in awe as Jonathan held an ancient bone whistle aloft, explaining it 
was first discovered in the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age circa 3600 BC -  but 
the spell was broken when Jonathan disclosed that this particular one had 
been made from a piece of Tescoôs finest lamb shank! Of course that 
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prompted one of our quickïwitted members to enquire whether you would get 
a better tune if you went to Waitrose! 
 
We were then treated to a plaintive tune, which was written by Richard the 
Lion Heart circa 1191 after being shipwrecked on his way home from the 
Crusades (very similar to the Titanic theme tune but as Richard the Lion heart 
was killed in 1199 he probably wonôt be suing for copyright!). Jonathan played 
this tune on a Gemshorn from which church organs originate, a version of 
which required 70 men to play it! 
 
Jonathan rounded off the evening by playing the pipe (right hand) and drum 
(left hand) disproving the theory to the ladies of Bitton WI that a man cannot 
do two things at once!  

Cheryl Wright 
 

Spontaneous Applause at St Maryôs Patronal Service. 
Few will forget Maria and Anne, the Sister Double Act, leading an inspired 
Benefice Choir at the Sunday evening Patronal Service in mid-September 
celebrating Mary, Jesusô Mother. The congregationôs spontaneous applause 
said it all. 
 
Few will forget Elizabeth on her mobile phone to Mary expressing her 
embarrassment at her unexpected pregnancy when she thought she was well 
past childbearing age; Maryôs response was that things were a little difficult at 
her end too. She was a teenager, pregnant, unmarried, and was intending to 
spend a few months with her cousin away from the gossip. What an 
inauspicious start to Godôs plan for our salvation! You wouldnôt make it up, 
would you?  
 
Jesusô birth was attended by a rather bemused doc, and a real baby took part! 
.....We sang a Latin refrain.... Drums rolled!.....The Archdeacon Alanôs 

challenge to our personal faith focused us all.....A glass of wine ended the 
evening as we celebrated the feteôs marvellous results!  

Stephanie Bailey 

 
Donôt Forget. 

Deadline for November Edition  

Tuesday 13th October 
See Page 6 for Details 

 
 


