
 
 
 
 



Welcome to the September 2009 Edition of Focal Point 
Your Parish ~ Community Magazine 

Editorial 
 

Imminent Changes at Focal Point.  After the production of our October 
edition, I shall be standing down as editor of Focal Point. By then I shall have 
completed 24 monthly editions, and feel that the time has come to hand over 
to someone with new and perhaps more exciting ideas about our Bitton 

Parish~Community magazine. I have thoroughly enjoyed my FP stint and in 
my final editorial next month, I shall be paying tribute to the many people 
who have helped me with its writing, production and distribution. 
 

As we all know, no-one is indispensable, and this was never more true than 
on this occasion, when I shall be replaced by Becky Feather, from Church Rd, 
Bitton,  who has had a long and successful career with a number of well 
known newspapers, including the Bath Chronicle. So, perhaps for the first 
time, Focal Point will be in the hands of a talented professional who won‟t 
have to spend valuable months coming to grips with the arcane mysteries of 
desk-top publishing. I know that our regular contributors and back-room staff, 
will continue to give Becky the support and encouragement that I have 
received, and with any luck she may even persuade more readers to see 
themselves in print. So let‟s welcome Becky into her new post in the hope that 

she will enjoy her FP stint as much as I have done.  
 
Front Cover.   This has been an extraordinary summer for butterflies. Varieties 
not seen here for several years are floating in and out of our gardens in 
profusion, and  amateur lepidopterists are combing the countryside with 
cameras and binoculars at the ready hoping to catch sight of particularly rare 
and exotic species. As ever, our FP camerman, Paul Wigmore, briefed to find 
something unusual in our Bitton gardens, quickly called in with the glorious 
picture of a Peacock Butterfly which now graces our front cover. Well done, 
Paul. 
 
Congratulations to all our yougsters who have obtained good results in their 
GCE „A‟ level examinations, and commiserations to those who may have been 
disappointed. Let us hope for a month or so our young people can be spared 

the predictable drip feed of media criticism about lowering standards and 
shortage of university places. Let us instead celebrate the success of so many 
hard-working youngsters and pay tribute to their dedicated teachers. 

 
JJE 

 



Rev Den‟s Message ~ September 2009 
Time to Talk to God 

I have been greatly influenced by John Wesley and his way 
of encouraging the travelling preachers and others in their 
relationship with God. He would always ask three 
questions at his class meetings (which are similar to 
modern day Cell Groups) when he met with them each 
week. 
 

Question 1: How have you been travelling with the Lord since last we met? 
Question Two: What sins have you committed since last we met? 
Question Three: How have you been delivered from those sins? 
 
Not questions for the faint hearted!   
 
A few years ago a book was published by Methodist Publishing House called 
„Time to talk of God‟.  This reminded the Methodist people that they are very 
good at social events, and at pastoral care, and at baking casseroles etc (!) 
but not so good at talking to each other about God. 
 
But Wesley insisted that it was the heart of people‟s relationship with God, 
and their development in growing closer to Him.  The questions were asked 

within a small group of people who trusted each other, who respected 
confidentiality, and who were so hungry for a closer relationship with God.  
And through this class meeting the group was encouraged to support and 
mentor each other in all the circumstances that they faced and shared.  The 
result was that people did have greater confidence with talking about God, 
with reflecting personally and corporately about their faith, and did more 
easily share testimony about what God was doing in their lives - through 
them, and perhaps even despite them! Perhaps it is time for each of us to find 
that small group, or individual, with whom we can honestly share our journey 
of faith, and it is almost certain that we will grow closer to each other, but 
more importantly to God, through doing so.  It may well be „time to talk of 
God‟. 
 
At the beginning of this new Methodist year, may I wish you God‟s richest 

blessings for the year to come, with many testimonies and stories to tell of 
how God will be working through you in the next 12 months. 

 

God bless you,  
Revd Den Harding 

 



AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

 
 

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 
Elder ï Muriel Williams  

0117 – 961 6843 
Our 3pm Sun day Services for September 2009  

Sunday Sept  6     No service 

Sunday Sept 13     Mr B Saunders 
Sunday  Sept 20     Mr J.Creech 
Sunday Sept 27  No Service 

Oct   4     Harvest festival  
 
  

Bitton Methodist Church 
Minister ï The Rev. Denise Harding  

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 

Correspondence Secretary ï Mr Reg Pullin  
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073 

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for September 2009  

 
Sunday 6 Sept    Circuit Service at Parkway To welcome new 
       Ministers 

Sunday 13 Sept   Rev Den Harding           Harvest 
Festival        Sunday 20 Sept Mr Chris Sledge 
  
Sunday 27 Sept   Rev Tim Harrison 
 

St Mary‟s Church Bitton 

 
Vicar:  The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer 0117 967 3965 
  The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 

Curate:  The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson 0117 960 8442 
  25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 



Lay    Mr Ken Gibson,   0117 932 2122 
Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 

  Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117932 8949 
  Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 
 

Church: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 
Wardens 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
  Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High St 0117 932 5376 

 
Baptism  Mrs Jean Gray    0117 967 2964 
Enquiries:     

Marriage & Funeral Enquiries:          To the Vicar 
 

Services at St Mary‟s Church, September 2009 

 
Sunday 6 Sept   Patronal Festival        No Morning Service   

(The church will be open from 10am for prayer and coffee ) 
6.30 pm 

Patronal Festival Songs of Praise 

„Mary, Midwife to the World‟ 
Thursday 10 Sept Celtic Communion   Followed  by coffee
       and cake  

Sunday 13 Sept    8.00   Holy Communion 
    10.30   Sunday Funday in
       The Church Hall 

10.30   Morning Prayer  
 
Sunday 20 Sept  10.30   Family Parade  

       Service  
Sunday 27 Sept   8.00   Holy Communion 

10.30  Morning Prayer 

Our main Sunday morning worship at 10.30 seeks to meet  
the needs of all ages by providing  special groups for : 

Pathfinders   10 years and over 

Explorers         7 to 10 years 
Come to the Church at 10.30 and we will put  

you in touch with the right group  

Ken Gibson 



Tea Club Programme for September 2009 

 
Tuesday 1 Sept    Elizabeth Blackman shows  
     more of her holiday slides  

Tuesday 15 September   Outing to Kingswood  
      Heritage Museum – meet 
             outside the White Hart 

       at 2pm  
Advance Notice 

Tickets have been reserved to see „Hansel and Gretel‟at Bristol Old Vic 

on Thursday 17 December. If you want your place reserved, telelphone 
Jill Gibson on 932 2122. 

It‟s a case of first come - first booked. 

 

 

Autumn Mid-Week Groups 
A varied programme of mid-week groups has been planned for the 
Autumn and a card with all the details is available in Church. The 

evening groups get under way on Wednesday 16 September and the 
morning Group on Wednesday 23 September which will also be the 
date for the first Praise and Prayer meeting in the Lady Chapel. 
 

If you sometimes wish there were 30 hours in the day and wonder 
how to prioritise the many activities in your life, then the evening 
course is for you as we explore various Bible passages helping us to 

defeat „The Tyranny of Time‟! 
Ken Gibson 

 

Focal Point Deadline for September 2009 
Items for inclusion in our September Edition should be forwarded to 

the Editor by Friday 11 September, preferably emailed in Tahoma Font 
Size 10. Typed or handwritten contributions are of course very 
welcome. John J Evans, Editor Focal Point, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, 

Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY. Telephone 0117 9 322164. 
Email john70gailes@btinternet.com 



 

St Mary‟s Church Flower Rosta ~ September 2009 
 

  
  
  
 Saturday 5th   Judith Butson 
 Sunday 13th                Judith Butson 

 Sunday 20th     Ann Bush 
 Sunday 27th      Maureen Perrett 
 

 

The Parish Register               July ~ August 2009 

 
    
 

Marriages 
11 July  Grahame Lee          to   Sharon Kingsbury 
8  August James Miles          to   Laura Moran 

 
Funeral 

  23 July     Agnes Frankcomb 

 
 

Churchyard Working Party 
Don‟t forget that this month‟s working party is from 10 to 12 on 
Saturday 19 September. Bring your favourite tools and gardening 

gloves.  
For further details do phone me. 

Gordon Grimster  932 2398 

 

 

 
 
 

Newcomers Welcome 
 

     



Sponsored Walk or Scoot 
Saturday 12 September Between 2 and 5pm 

 
You are invited to take part in this event which 

will be raising funds for the Gloucestershire 

Historic Churches Trust and for our own Living 
Stones appeal. 
 

We will be walking along the path beside the 
Railway track and there will be a 5 mile route 

(Bitton Railway Station to Saltford and back) and 

a 10 mile route (Bitton Railway Station to Bath and 
back) to choose from. Any child who finds walking a bit boring is 
welcome to bring a scooter (non-motorised!). 

 
If walking is not your scene then we are also looking for people to man 
the check points and refreshment stops at Bitton Railway Station, 

Saltford and Bath. 
 
If you are able to walk or scoot then Sponsor forms are 
available from either of us. If you can help in any other 

way then please let us know. If you cannot make it on 
12 September then please be sure to sponsor one of the 
walkers or scooters. 

 Liz Midgley     Ken Gibson 
        932 2122            932 6898 

  

Flower Arranging Class 
We shall restart our group on Tuesday, 8th September at 2pm in the Church 

Hall.  Hope that you have had a good summer. We are looking forward to 
seeing you all again and of course, any newcomers will be made most 
welcome. It‟s all very informal. 

 
Judith Butson     Ann Bush 
   9324986   9324197 

 

 

 



St Mary‟s Matters  September 2009 
 

 
 

 

We Need You! 
 

We need you to walk or scoot for St Mary's Church Tower on Saturday 12th 
September. The event will take place along Bitton Railway Pathway from 2 
pm. You can walk or scoot , 5 or 10 miles, and refreshments will be provided ! 
 
We need £16,600 to replace the lead on the tower roof. While the  
first stage of masonry restoration of the tower was carried out five  
years ago, from our own resources, we still need £15,000 for necessary 
repairs to the remainder of the tower stone work. 
 
On September 12th, the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust is organising 
sponsored events throughout Gloucestershire to raise money for the Trust. Of 
the proceeds from our walk/scoot, 50% will go to this Trust; the other 50% 
will go to St Mary's. (The Trust has already given £6000 to St Mary's to help 
with our appeal. 

 
Forms are obtainable from: 
  St Mary‟s Church 
  Liz Midgley Tel. 9326898 
   Ken Gibson Tel. 9322122 
  Bob Willis at St Mary's Fete on Saturday September 5th  
 

Please sign up and help us to reach our target ! 
Ann Willis 

Churchwarden. 
(Further information about the Sponsored Walk-Scoot is available on Page 7) 

 

Important Notice for Local Golfers 
The date of the Annual Upton Putter Tournament and Charity Dinner has been 
altered from September 30th to October 7th, 2009. The closing date for entries 
is still September 9th. Entry forms for golfers and dinner guests can be 
obtained from:  

The Upton Inn  -  9324489 
or  

Roz Burmester   -  07771 605528 



Beekeeping with Brenda. 
 

There is a lot of activity in the sky around my hives this evening.  
Dozens of swallows have found a feast of nectar-filled bees.  A line of 
swallows rests on the telephone wires.  The young are being taught to 

catch flying bees; heavily-laden bees flying in wind and rain make an 
easy target.  This display lasts until the light fades. 
 

The next morning I am faced with another conundrum.  Bees have 
been gathering on the face of one of my hives for a couple of days, 
and beneath this hive I find a large ball of bees resting quietly.  I have 

a swarm. 
 
The wings of this queen have been clipped, to prevent her from taking 

flight with a swarm and thus splitting the colony in two. Nevertheless, 
she has attempted to swarm and, being unable to fly, landed on the 
ground in front of the hive from where she has crawled up and 

attached herself to the underside of the floor. I gently tip the swarm 
into another brood box, giving them a frame of honey to help them 
survive whilst they build their comb and start a new colony. 

 
Swarming is the bees‟ way of reproducing and bees swarm when 
overcrowded.  Looking through the original hive I see the problem; 
every frame in the brood box, and in the supers where the bees store 

their honey, is full.  The abundance of nectar from the local lime trees 
has created a glut.       
. 

 
This is the second swarm I have collected in as many days; I had an 
unexpected call from Church 

Lane, Bitton, asking if I could collect a 
swarm gathered on a lavender 
bush.  Armed with my straw skep, my 

bee suit and smoker I found myself in 
another world; I was taken through a 
beautiful old house into an English 

country garden and there on the 
lavender rested the swarm. Thousands 
of bees had made a temporary home Beware, Brenda the Beekeeper at work 



there. Swarms are gentle but vibrate with energy and I approached 
with interest, placing my straw skep over the swarm, having put a 

frame of honey inside to entice the bees.  A couple of gentle puffs  
of smoke encouraged the more tenacious to move.  We sat for a while 
in the sunshine watching as the bees slowly crawled up, leaving their 

perch on the lavender. I left this new colony of bees to organize itself 
in preparation for the coming night. Returning a couple of hours later, 
I gently turned the skep, now full of bees, onto a stout board lid, 

wrapping it all in a white tablecloth to keep the bees confined whilst I 
drove home. 
 

My beekeeping neighbour, Sandra, gave these bees a home.   I trust 
they are able to build up their colony strong enough to survive the 
coming winter, though it is already quite late in the beekeeping year. 

They are a strong healthy swarm and my hunch is that, while they will 
need feeding to see them through, they will survive. 
 

Brenda Claxton  

 
 

Liiving Stones Appeal 
The appeal is going well with £98,000 raised and the kitchen and 
lighting parts of the project completed. 

 
We still need £26,000 to reach our target so if you are planning to 
make a gift I will be very glad to hear from you.  

 
The latest donation to reach me was $40 from Michael Kasigwa, a 
Ugandan student who used to visit St Mary‟s around 1990 but is now 

studying for a Doctorate in the USA! 
 
Even if you have already given please support the Walk and Scooter 

ride on 12 September details of which are elsewhere in Focal point.  
 

Jaqui Harris 

Living Stones Treasurer  :   
937 4706 

 



Bitton W.I Summer Outing to Hanham Court Garden 
 
What a magical evening W.I members, friends 
and family enjoyed on August 10th at Hanham 
Court Garden – another national treasure 
steeped in beauty and history and right on our 
doorstep! We were honoured with a guided tour 
by Julian Bannerman himself who, together with 
his wife Isabel, created and developed this botanical paradise over the past 15 
years. Julian and Isabel are award winning garden designers and have 
designed private gardens all over England. Their clients include Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and The Prince of Wales – indeed several features appearing in the 
gardens at Highgrove, such as the picturesque „stumpery‟ and cascade with a 
„Neptune‟s Dancing Crown‟ fountain in the woodland garden, were inspired by 
the garden at Hanham Court , 
 
The original Court with adjoining 13th century church (The Church of St. 
George) and Tithe barn was part of a monastic foundation. It was mentioned 
in the Domesday records and was visited by King James II in 1686. The 
present building is considered to be one of the finest mansions in England and 
dates from the 16th and 17th century. 
 
It was like entering another world as our tour took us through an enchanting 
golden gate, past a gigantic heavily laden walnut tree (complete with tree 
climbing dog, straight out of Aesop‟s fables!) through the hillside orchard and 
wildflower meadow (Oops! who wore high heels).Then back through the 
Obelisk garden complete with tree house, a child‟s paradise, alongside the 
swimming pool with whale statue (previous home Highgrove - a gift from 
HRH), across the lawn, downhill through the nut walk aligning the ponds, 
across the tree fern hillside, through the magnolia dell to the piece de 
resistance – Neptune‟s Dancing Crown. How on earth does it stay up there 
without falling off the water jet? More magic, I suppose. 
 
After a brief visit to the beautiful church with its Norman font, Gothic carvings 
and magnificent East Window, the tour culminated in a delicious meal with 
extremely generous portions in this ancient rustic setting – AND.....it didn‟t 

rain!!!  
 

Cheryll Wright 

 

Don‟t forget the Fete on Saturday 5th September 2009 

 



An August Day Trip to Steepholm  
A small but merry band of travellers from Bitton, Warmley and Syston, 

met at the end of the Weston Super Mare jetty at 8.30am on Thursday 
6th August. We were quickly aboard the small boat with the other 60 or 
so passengers. The sea was flat calm and the journey took about one 

hour although Steepholm is clearly visible from Weston Super Mare. 
We circumnavigated the island and the warden gave us a commentary 
on the gun placements we could see, with warnings not to attempt to 

reach them as the concrete steps had eroded.  
 
We landed on the beach needing to be pretty nimble going down the 

gangplank as the tide was racing and pulling the boat round. After a 
short steep climb we reached the flat plateau of the island and had 
refreshments at the Barracks. This is the only building of any 

substance on the island and serves as a shop for souvenirs, coffee, tea 
and homemade cakes (brought to the island on the boat with us by the 
volunteers).  
 

Small groups of visitors walked around the 
island and although there were over 60 of 
us it felt quite deserted. I was lucky 

enough to spot a muntjac deer which was 
about the size of a fox, with similar 
colouring and with a white tail. He stood 

still, looked back at me and then turned 
tail and disappeared. The only other creatures seen were the hundreds 
of noisy seagull parents teaching their young how to fly by means of 

squawking at them and us! 
 
We had our picnic lunch and more tea and coffee and in small groups 

visited the remains of the Priory where a group of archaeologists have 
an ongoing dig in progress (I‟ve been visiting Steepholm for years and 
they don‟t seem to have got to the bottom of the hole yet!). At the end 

of the day we descended to the beach to walk the plank before making 
a much quicker trip back to Weston. We fortified ourselves for the rest 
of the journey home with fish and chips from a local restaurant which 

coped really well with 13 hungry travellers at one table. 
Many thanks to Paul for organising the outing. 

Nicola Eaton 



Puzzle                              Corner 
   

Answers to the August „Proverbs‟ Quiz 
All correct answers were received from Judy Donovan & Joe Butler, Liz 
Watkins, Edith Carey, Karen Smith, Sarah Craddock, Sarah Wookey, Pamela 
Mann, Ann Thorogood and Maggie Ferguson. First out of the editor‟s hat and 
the August Quiz Winner: Karen Smith. Congratulations Karen. Prize winging its 
way.  

The September „Well-known Books‟ Quiz 

T_  K _ _ _  A  M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T _ _  T _ _ _  M _ _ _ _ _ _ 

F _ _  F _ _ _  T _ _  M _ _ _ _ _ _  C _ _ _ _ 
B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T _ _  Q _ _ _ _  A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

T _ _  O _ _  M _ _  A _ _  T _ _  S _ _ 
T _ _  C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  T _ _ _ _ 
H _ _ _ _ _ _  E _ _ 

G _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  T _ _ _ _ _ _ 
B _ _ _ _  N _ _  W _ _ _ _ 
I _ _ _ _ _ _ 

T _ _  S _ _  W _ _  C _ _ _  I _  F _ _ _  T _ _  C _ _ _ 
L _ _ _  O _  T _ _  F _ _ _ _ 
O _  M _ _ _  A _ _  M _ _ 

B _ _ _ _  H _ _ _ _ 
R  _ _ _ _ _ _  O _  T _ _ B _ _ _ _ _ 
U _ _ _ _ _ _ 

A _ _ _ _ _  F _ _ _ 
M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
Be careful who you ask for help with the quiz. Here‟s a quote from a letter I 
received from one of our quiz regulars a few issues ago: 
 “I was so desperate to find the answers to some of the clues that I asked my 
husband for help. After a great deal of fruitless head-scratching, he phoned 

several friends. They were stumped. Fortunately, my 7 year old 
granddaughter came up with the answers. Next day she called again and 
introduced me to her young friend. “This is my grandmother. She needs a 
hand with the old people‟s quiz. She‟s a great cook, but I don‟t think she‟s 
very bright.”  Out of the mouths of ...........!!! 

Answers please to the Editor by Sunday 13th September. 



A Week is a Long Time in Cricket   
I‟m writing this from storm-tossed rain-drenched Hellis Mouth on the Lleyn 
Peninsular in North Wales, where, in between the squalls, I have been trying 
to coach a grandson to keep a straight arm in his bowling action.  The Hellis 
Mouth analogy seems particularly apt as I listen to the Test Match Special 

commentary on England‟s short-pitched 
bowling being caned by the Australians, 
followed by the disastrously inept display by 
our batsmen as they gift the 4th Test to the 
Aussies. Of course, by the time you read   this, 

we shall know the outcome of the final test at 
the Oval, and the destination of the treasured 
Ashes. Up here in the gloom, we can‟t help 
feeling pessimistic.  

Aussies cock-a-hoop at Headingly Test 
It all looked so different a few short weeks ago when the Ashes adventure 
began at the unlikely new venue at Sophia Gardens, Cardiff, complete with 
Katherine Jenkins, The Manic Street Preachers and 
Bryn Terfyl.  A very different Sophia Gardens from the 
one the Rector and I visited for Gloucestershire‟s final 
Championship game against Glamorgan, only a 
season or two ago. After the major facelift at the 
ground, the scenes screened to our TVs during the 
Test match were hardly recognizable from those seen 
that day at the County game. A sell-out crowd was 
also markedly different from the „one man and his       Flintoff is vital for Oval  Test 

dog‟ attendance at that end-of-season match.    
 
As we reflect on the topsy turvey nature of the Ashes series, we have to 
conclude that a couple of seasons or even a few weeks, can be a long time in 
cricket….just ask Andrew Strauss. Closer to home, it was only in January that 
the Benefice Cricket Team was celebrating a successful 2008 season at the 
annual cricket dinner, here in Bitton. Now our secretary, the Rev. Paul Denyer, 
has emailed to say that we have no fixtures this season since our traditional 
opponents are unable to raise teams. I ask myself, “Are we the victims of our 
own success?” 

 
Whatever the reason for our failure to secure fixtures, I know that Paul would 
welcome assistance in procuring opponents for future seasons. So all of you 
with cricketing contacts, please make yourself known to him. 

Rovi Restoc 
Our Roving Sports Correspondent, 

Reporting from the Wilds of North Wales 



ST MARY‟S CHURCH FETE AND FUN DOG SHOW 

       
MISS IT And YOU‟LL MISS OUT! 

 

In the Glebe field alongside the Churchyard 
 

SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2009 

2pm -5pm 

 
It‟s A Medieval Theme 

So Dig Out Your Jester Hats and Suits of Armour 

Great Fun for All the Family 
 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS:  
Melanie Holley Dancers Oldland Brass Band          Fun Dog Show 
      

Children‟s Fancy Dress    Art Competitions & Games      Coconut Shies 
 
Boules  Classic Cars Display      Cream Teas       Skittles 

and  

Lots ~ Lots ~ More 
          

All offers of help and contributions gratefully received! 
Please ring Cheryl Wright, the Fete Organiser on 9328490. 

 

In particular we need: 
White Elephant items   (contact Nicola Bennetts: 9324696) 
Bottles    (contact Sarah Craddock: 9328644) 

Books     (contact Sarah Heavens on 9325376)  
Cakes     (contact Janet Ivens on 9326951) 
Local Plants and Produce  (contact Bob Willis 9323868) 

 
 

SUPPORT YOUR FETE –IT‟LL BE GREAT! 

 
 

 



Flicks in the Sticks is Back ! 
 
After our summer break the Bitton Village Residents Association is 
delighted to announce that our Winter season of monthly film shows 

will be starting again on Friday September 18  when we will be 
screening an all-time favourite : 

 

The Thomas Crown Affair 
starring 

The Delicious Pierce Brosnan  

& 
The Beautiful Rene Russo and Faye Dunaway 

As usual we are the in Church Hall, in Church Lane and doors will be 

open at 7.30pm for drinks snacks and chat.  
 

Film starts at 8pm. Tickets £4.00 
 

Dates for your Diary 
We plan to show a film on the 3rd Friday in each month: 

   Friday 18 September 2009 

   Friday 16 October  
   Friday 20 November   
   Friday 15 January 2010 

   Friday 19 February   
   Friday 19 March   

We are giving December a miss since we just know 

you will all be too busy partying !!! 
 

Mailing List 

Finally, if you want to be on the Flicks e-mailing list, to be reminded of 
up and coming films, please e-mail your e-mail address to:  

 

hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk 
 

Looking forward to seeing you soon 

Bridget Hetzel 
0117 932 9939 

 

mailto:hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk


Gardening in August 2009 with Rob Allen 
Extraordinary Plant Growth. In spite of the unpredictable weather and the 

sudden tropical downpours, and while the B-B-Qs remain unfired as we 

wait for the Met Office‟s promise of an August heat wave to materialise, I 
have to admit that I cannot remember a year when  our gardens have looked 

so well. Mind you, as the years pass by with ever increasing speed, perhaps 

my recollections of endless hot summers are not all that reliable.  Never 
mind, in spite of everything, plant growth rates have been extraordinary. As I 

write this I can see my rows of healthy runner beans, and I know for 
certain that along with many other allotment holders, we shall be picking 

buckets full for weeks.  
 
A Favourite Time of Year. I shall be taking my "Summer" holiday in Cornwall 
in August, so a nice early Autumn will be most welcome. One of the many 
pleasures of going at this time of year is that the countryside is at its bountiful 
best. Hedges are full of blackberries, sloes, rosehips and if you‟re lucky you 
may well find mushrooms in the fields. This was the favourite time of year for 
both my Grandfathers. Grandfather Allen was a great gardener. His orchard 
would be full of plums, apples and pears, and the vegetable garden would be 
producing a wide variety of crops, especially potatoes. As a small boy I can 
remember the old donkey house being piled high with potatoes. My other 
Granddad was also a keen gardener and he possessed a special gift, an 
intuition for knowing where to find the best field mushrooms. He would spend 
autumn days in his secret fields, returning with many a basketful. Sadly, he 
took his mushroom secrets with him when he passed on, and now even the 
angels have to guess.  
 
Enjoying Our Harvest Festivals.   Both Granddads also enjoyed the Harvest 
Festivals at their Churches. They contributed a great deal of effort and 
produce to ensure their success. To see a Church, decorated and adorned 
with vegetables, fruit and flowers was one of the highlights of their year. I do 
hope that whatever your Church, you will all enjoy your Harvest Festival as 
much as they did. 

Some Jobs for September 
* On the veg patch plant Spring cabbage. 

*    In the fruit garden prune cane fruits: summer fruiting raspberries, 
 logan berries and tayberries. 
* A major month to start planting Spring bulbs, collecting seed from 
 perennials and alpines and making new lawns from seed 
* Apply Autumn feed to lawns. 
* Good month to plant and move evergreens and conifers. 

Rob and the Staff at Chief Trading Post 



Poetry Corner 
What is it about poetry that appeals to young children? I wish I knew, for 
then, like many other people who dabble in verse, I could then avoid the 
frustration of writing children‟s poetry which appeals more to their parents 
than to their offspring. The trouble is that we can be so concerned with style, 
metre, rhymes, stress, assonance, alliteration and all the other paraphernalia 
of poetic form, that we lose sight of the value of poetic simplicity. A child 
listening to a poem will not be offended if one line is a syllable short, or if 
rhymes don‟t match perfectly. But children will frequently be moved if a poem 
comes from the heart, if it stirs the imagination and if it conveys simply and 
without artifice, ideas, situations, feelings and experiences which they can 
relate to. 
 
Perhaps the writing of children‟s poetry is best left to the children. See what 
you make of these, all taken from Gervase Phinn‟s „Little Gems‟, and all 
written by very young children. Their honesty and insight are extraordinary. 

 
   

   Grandpa 
   My Grandpa is old now. 
   His head is as bald as a hard-boiled egg, 
   But inside a million things are going on. 

    
   My Grandpa is old now, 
   But when he sneezes 
   He blows the leaves off the trees. 
 
   My Grandpa is old now, 
   But when he walks 
   His legs go snip-snap like a pair of scissors. 
 
   My Grandpa is old now, 
   But when he smiles 
   The sun comes out and the birds sing. 
 
   My Grandpa is old now.... 

   But he doesn‟t act his age. Elizabeth (aged 7) 
    

 

 
 
 



   My Sister 
   My little sister died last night 
   In the hospital. 
   She was four days old. 
   Only four days old  
   And when I saw her for the first time 
   I don‟t think I‟d ever been as happy. 
   She was small and crinkled, 
   With big eyes and soft, soft skin 
   And a smile like a rainbow. 
   Her fingers were like tiny sticks 
   And her nails were like little sea-shells 
   And her hair like white feathers. 
   Now she‟s gone, and my Mum can‟t stop crying, 
   And my Dad stares at nothing. 
   I loved our baby. 
   I shall never forget her.  James (Aged 10) 
 
 

  
   My Nan 
   I like my Nan.  

   She‟s round and wrinkly and powdery 
   And smells of flowers and soap. 
   She‟s as comfy as a cushion to sit on.  
   When my Mum shouts at me 
   I go to my Nan. 
   She cuddles me and says, 
   “Never mind love, 
   Your Mum was like that 
   When she was a little girl –  
   A real grumpy bum.”  Mark (aged 9) 

 
Gervase Phinn, formerly a school teacher and subsequently a schools 
inspector, has collected together a wealth of „Little Gems‟ – drawings, 
anecdotes, poems and observations of and by children, their teachers, their 

parents and grandparents. His radio, TV and stage performances, where he 
brings to life these funny, poignant and insightful experiences, have made him 
a first rate raconteur and entertainer. But this is not just a collection of funny 
stories. It is a moving account of the spontaneous honesty and wit of children 
developing a love of poetry which is being nurtured in our Schools.  

 



What was Happening in September 1959 
 
The average house price in the UK was £2,400. 
 
Fidel Castro came to power in the new Cuban Republic after overthrowing the 
US backed dictatorship of Fulgencia Batista.  
 
The Barbie Doll was first introduced at the US Toy 
Fair in New York City. It was advertised as a Fashion 
Doll, but there was considerable controversy over 
her figure. Up scaling Barbie to an average size US 
lady citizen, she would have had the remarkable 
measurements of 36 – 18 – 38: generally regarded 
as an anatomical impossibility. 
 
First known human being with HIV died in the Congo. 
 
The Dalai Lama, Tibet‟s spiritual leader, fled to India when China invaded the 
country. 
 
Bristol City beat Middlesbrough United 4-0 at Ashton Gate. 
 

A Taste of Honey by playwright Shelagh Delaney was first performed at the 
Wyndham Theatre, London.  
 
The Sound of Music was staged on Broadway and ran for 1443 performances. 
When it opened at the Palace Theatre, London, 3 years later, it ran for 2385 
performances. 
 
The Austin Mini-Minor was launched. 
 
Prime Minister Harold MacMillan campaigned successfully for a second term of 
office under the slogan, „You‟ve never had it so good‟, and at the October 
1959 election his Conservative Party majority was increased from 67 to 107. 
 
In the 1959 Five Nations Rugby Internationals, France topped the table with 5 

points, while Ireland, Wales and England shared second place with 4 points 
each. Wales beat England 5 points to nil at Cardiff Arms Park. 
 
On 11th September Cliff Richards and „Living Doll‟ dropped down from No1 in 
the Top Twenty Chart to be replaced by Craig Douglas with „She was only 16‟, 
where it remained for 4 weeks.  Not many people know that. 


