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Focal Point ~ September 2008

A Prayer for The Living Stones Appeal
There will be a prayer breakfast
September followed by prayers for the Living Stones appeal. You would
be most welcome to join us. You can pray out loud, in silence or by
reading a prayer prepared beforehand Prayer is important, powerful and
fundamental to the success of our appeal. If you need a lift to church
that morning please contact me on 9326898.
Liz Midgley

Come and Hear an Excellent Choir
We are desperately trying to make it possible for the Kingswood Junior
Choir to sing i-Qctols&t Thdyahave éurg in the eanly
rounds of the BBC Choir of the Year, and | have heard them live...to my
great delight. Please watch this space.
Peter Moffitt

o

14th Upton Putter Tournament and Charity Dinner
Generously sponsored by the Upton Inn
This popular event, which has raised over £10,000 for local charities, will
again be held at Lansdown Golf Club on Thursday 2™ October, 2008.
Further details and application forms from: John J Evans the Editor of
Focal Point.
Closing date for entries 15" September 2008

Front Cover
A milestone in the history of Focal Point. Maureen Perrett hands over the
distribution of Focal Point after 20 years to Pearl Evans, while Sybil
Watts, a former FP editor and a regular contributor over the years,
congratulates them both.

Apologies:
for omitting our Contents Page, Poetry Corner and my Editorial
this month. Not easy to fit in so many contributions.
Quite a good problem to have really.
Editor
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Mari ads Message: The Lambeth Wa
I suppose you will forgive me for delving into the odd online ramblings of the
Irish Bishops attending the Lambeth Conference seeing that | am hal f 6Aul
Sodhdhd hal f-Frdé Mesbes I must admit to read
interest, finding myself drawn back again and again by the
richness of Bi shop Coltonbs
others as he described his amazement and humility in the face
of the challenges faced by fellow bishops. Take for example
the Bishop of Vanuatu whose Diocese embraces 83 islands and
whose people, among them, speak 108 languages; or the \
Mel anesians who told him, 6the only wa
Gospel is in our boat'; or the heartache of the Bishop of Darfur watching his
flock annihilated on a daily basis. However, a note that really resonated with me
was Bi shop Coltonds account of hi s me ¢
person, and through a DVD which quite simplyi nt roduced hi m as
Gened. Not the d6égay bishopd, or the O6u
name mattered and whose ministry was clearly valued and appreciated by his
flock.

We are very quick, arendét we, tdbowhangut
up in traffic (guilty!); the o6l outd in
uncouthly at the O0kidsd. And what about
bet ween our i ps, pursed | ike a dogds

worshippers, newcomers to the village or to the church? Those thoughts we
harbour in our inner being that could be classified as racist or homophobic,
exclusionist, or judgemental ? Because we do, if we are honest, think in labels
and in doing so are very definitely not being Christ to others.

What would have happened to Mary Magdalene if Christ had only seen
Oprostituted, or Pet er of fisHiosMatthew ikthe label h e

6t-mand had been all t hat i de ntaker aneldok hi m
at a poor girl from a working class family, in an obscure and largely underrated
area in the Middle East, and decided t|

mother of His Son? When will we, in the Church and in the world, reach beyond
the labels to the true heart and soul of those around us? When will we cease to
see male or female, black on white, gay or straight, and just see people, as
Christ saw people? Not through rose tinted specs, but as they are, and love
them as God them, and leave it to God to change ws and them through the
message of hope that is the Gospel.

Revd Maria Shepherdson



AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES
September 2008

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church

Elder i Muriel Williams
01177 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services

Sept 7 Mr J. Creech
Sept 14 Mr B. Saunders
Sept 21 Mrs P. Dix
Sept 28 No Service

October 5 Harvest Festival

You are all most welcome to join us at our services at Upton Cheyney Church
( Edi tords apol ogi es [F oongdatesiastmenthhg you w

Bitton Methodist Church

Minister T The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH i 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary i Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA 7 0117 967 1073
Our Sunday Services
Sept 7 4 pm New Circuit Service
at Westbury Park to mark the

launch of the new Bristol
& South Gloucestershire

Circuit
Sept 14 6.15 pm Revédd Den Har
Harvest Festival
Sept 21 6.15 pm Mrs V. Jackson
Sept 28 6.15 pm Mr R. Lucas



St Ma r huch Bitton

Vicar: The Revdd Canon PaQll7 9are8%6y e r
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ
Curate: T h e R eaviadSHephdrdson 0117 960 8442
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX
Lay Mr Ken Gibson, 0117 932 2122
Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH
Dr David Bailey, Westover House, 0117 932 8949
Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT
Church Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868
Wardens: 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP

Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive, 0117 932 6898
Willsbridge, BS30 6UP
Baptism
Enquiries: Mrs Jean Gray 0117 967 2964
Marriage &
Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar

Our SeptemberSer vi ces at St Mary

Sunday 7 September Patronal Festival i No Morning Service
10 am Church will be open for
prayer and coffee
6.30 pm Patronal Songs of Praise
with Canon Roy Brazier
Sunday 14 September 8 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Prayer
Sunday 21 September 10.30 am Family Service
Sunday 28 September 8 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Morning Prayer

Our Main Sunday Morning Worship at 10.30 am
seeks to meet the needs of all ages by providing special groups for :
Pathfinders 10 years and over
Explorers 7 to 10 years
Come to the Church at 10.30
and we will put you in touch with the right group




St Ma r Wdttsrs ~ September 2008
Cafe Society in Bitton?

. \ Café Society! What, you may ask, has Cafe Society

enjoying a boom, though there remain a few
backwaters in England where you might still have to
walk as far as twenty yards to find one i Bitton
perhaps being one such backwater.

Today, in this lovely country of ours, af t er a rickety
cof fee shops have regained a foll
first blossomed here in the 17" Century. Coffee houses have become the
social fulcrum of society, the so i called Third Place between home and
office T very often because many people, in an age of nomadic
teleworking, no longer have offices where they regularly work. We all seek
a place where we can complain about work, swoon over the other patrons
and spend four minutes describing to the barman our preferred personal
permutation of ingredients!

It is a fitting revival for a meeting place that has shaped history,
commerce, literature, art and revolution. Lloyds began life as a coffee
house in London, of f ering insurance for t
fleet. So did Londonds Stoc BN C
and The Spectator. The au
Christies grew from salerooms attached to coffee e

houses. They were havens where people of all classes -

met to discuss business, art, politics and philosophy ‘){
....... and to gossip!

I return to my opening statement. What could this have to do with St
Ma r yVieB, Phope that when the new kitchen is built (one of the hoped-
for outcomes of our Living Stones Appeal), St Mar yé6s may
house for the village: a place to meet , discuss the affairs of the day,
gossip and place your order for a latte, cappuccino or espresso! Prego,
Senor!!

Ann Willis Churchwarden

got to do wiwellhcoffed houskes argy 6 s ~
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Tea Club Meetings ~ September 2008
Tuesday 2 September Tea at the home of Joyce and Eric Cooper
,155 High Street
where Joyce and Edna Nelmes will
reminisce on:
Past Times at The Upton Cheyney Village School

Tuesday 18 September 2.30pm at the Methodist Church Hall:
All about Acupuncture
Joy Thomas tells about its
history and what it can do.

Advance notice: Tickets have been reserved to see
dack and the Beanstal k
at Bath Theatre Royal
on Tuesday 6 January 20009.
If you want your place
reserved, tell Jill Gibson

w
| t 6s f i—rfissttbooked.me

Autumn Mid-Week Groups
A varied programme of mid-week groups has been planned for the
Autumn and a card with all the details is available in StMar y 6 s Chur c

A
The first Praise and Prayer meeting is on Wednesday 17 ﬁ“ *
September and will focus on Thailand and our Missionary x &{tﬁ’)
family the Wilsons with first-hand reports from the (€ A
Baileys and the Midgleys.

The morning and evening house groups start on
Wednesday 24 September.
Ken Gibson




St

Mar yods Pat rSongsafPraisee st i
Sunday 7 September at 6.30 pm
Featuring scenes from the life of Mary
Speaker: Canon Ray Brazier
Chaplain to the Queen

Choir ~ Organ ~ Music Group ~ Singing for All

The fete result will be announced and a celebratory glass of wine

or soft drink will follow the service

Royal British Legion
Bitton and Oldland Branch

Harvest Auction

8 7 pm, Monday 15 September
Everyone is welcome at:
The Upton Inn, Upton Cheyney

by invitation of the owners, Martyn and Jamie.

Have a wonderful night!

Proceeds in aid of your local Royal British Legion

St Mar y 0 sFlo@dr Ratac-hSeptember 2008
Sept 6 Bitton Fete Bill Leighfield
Sept 13 Wedding
Sept 20 }& Judith Butson
Sept 27 Jean Hook

oL}



Planning for the Future of Bitton Recreation Ground

Bitton Recreation Ground is a Charitable Trust

administered by a Board of Trustees. The land

was left in trust for the benefit of the people of

Bitton in 1920 by local benefactors. Their

original concept for use of the ground appears

to have been to encourage a range of sporting activities and provide a Sports
and Social Club for its members. The vision of the current Trust is to provide
Bitton with a range of sporting and social activities which encourages a healthy
lifestyle and enhances community spirit and wellbeing.

(R

The site offers excellent facilities for a variety of sports including football,
cricket, netball and tennis. The Social Club thrives and is widely used by local
residents, even though the structure of the clubhouse has fallen into a state of
serious disrepair. This is of major concern to the Trustees of the Charity who
would not wish to see any part of the building closed because it had become
unsafe.

The Trust, although it currently has no income in its own right, has been
advised that the sum of £30,000 is required to carry out the necessary repairs
to the roof, walls, windows, etc. This is seen as an interim measure and not a
long-term solution as it would only extend the life of the clubhouse for around a
further five years.

So what is the future for Bitton Rec.?

Opportunities for funding are being investigated by the Trust, which is optimistic

that we have at least five years in which to secure the long-term future of the

Rec. Bitton is in the midst of producing its Parish Plan and any opportunity for
funding to develop sporting activities at the Rec. will not be overlooked.

Funding may also become available in a few years through the process of
Aplanning gainodo with the devel opment of

The Trust, now supported by three new members, will collectively work to
produce a Five Year Strategic Plan. Together and in partnership with the
current users of the site, Bitton Sports and Social Club, Bitton AFC and Bitton
Cricket Club, the Trust will focus on p
be discussed with local residents and other stakeholders at a public meeting in
due course.
Paul Cooney
Trustee Bitton Recreation Ground
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DondotStMi Mar y 60& Co@rhunity ¢ h

Fete
Saturday 6™ September at 2pm
In the field alongside the Church
The Fete Theme this year is:
60Stor¢gbapokcterso
Plenty of scope for your exotic fancy dress costumes and hats!

Dazzling Fete Events to Include
Chil drends Fancyil Danceghby MdaaienHolkey Display deam

Live Music by Ol dland Brass Band ~ Gun

Childrenés Art Competition ~ Skittles
Art Exhibition ~ Cream Teas ~ Ice Creams

All Day BBQ and Licensed Bar

Additional Helpers Still Required To Set Up and Clear Up
On The Day
CONTACT
CHERYL WRIGHT on 9328490
or speak to a member of the committee:

Nicola Bennetts Angela Carlton-Porter ~ Sarah Craddock
Jacqui Harris Ann & Bob Willis
Sarah & Jim Heavens Helen Pugsley Roger Tilley
We Still Need:

Books & Bottles & White Elephant Items
Contributions of Local Plants and Produce
Raffle Ticket sellers

Tombola prizes
ALL OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE WILL BE MOST WELCOME

Grand Prize Draw ~ Star Prizes
One Dayo6és Building and Decor
donated by reputable Building Company.
£85 Voucher for Thermae Bath Spa

10
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A Omagi cal 6 ¢\empleta g
The Bitton Parish F ete 2008

In the Chu rch Hall, Church Lane, Bitton.
Saturday 6 " September 6 -30t0 9 - 30pm

(all proceeds to St Maryds

e '
0 The Mi nd olWn Catpenterd
will mystify your mind  with his magic !
and O6Queeno8dndraQui z ©

will challenge your brain !

Licensedbar amd o pRastySupper
Tickets £5 (includes Quiz entry 0 teams of 6
please)
Children 10 & 14 yrs (E2)

Tickets available from Angela (932 6292), Sandra
(932 2688), Sarah (9325376) -or St Mary
Fete Committee Members

ENTRY BY TICKET ONLY
Only 60 seats available!

b
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Puzzle Corner

| f the July Puzzl e had m dCentposeo Anagyamad  f
competition was much more to your liking and we received all correct answers

from: Judith Butson, Eric and Joyce Cooper, Jill and Ken Gibson, Lizzie Parker-
Clarke, Pamela Mann, Sheila McGrath, Peter Moffitt, Sheila Read, Liz Watkins
(welcome back Liz), Muriel Williams and Jan Wookey. Most of you spotted my
incorrect spelling of the Delius clue, although the Gibson Duo, who clearly
enjoyed researchi ng t he c¢clues thoroughly, did c
by Horace the Roman poet. In accordance with the new competition rules, the

draw for the winner was made by our resident, but anonymous, Puzzle Maker,

and the August Prize will be winging its way to: Jan Wookey

The July answers were:
1 Elgar 2 Beethoven 3 Verdi 4 Brahms 5 Stravinsky 6 Vivaldi 7
Strauss 8 Puccini 9 Debussy 10 Mahler 11 Rossini 12 Sibelius 13
Bizet 14 Handel 15 Monteverdi 16 Mozart 17 Wagner
18 Hayden 19 Schubert 20 Delius.

The September Prize Puzzle ~ Largely Contributed by Edith Carey.
Find the Flowers
Girl on a Bicycle
Honeyed Bill
: Wi se Kingds Stamp
Percy Blakeney
Card Playing Monster
Careful Spending
Royal Award
Musical Wig
Motoring Country
10 Prickly German Wine
11. Shepherdds Main Concern
12. What a Warehouse Holds
13. What Tom Likes With His Roast Lamb
14. Cathedral Sound
15. Too Long in the Fire
16. Sugary Vegetable
17. INURMGEA (anagram)
18. Wise Man
19. NELDICENA (anagram)
20. Straight-laced Lady
Answers to the Editor: John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton,
Bristol BS30 6LY: Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com11

=

©®NDUAWN
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Letters to the Editor

4 Springfield Cottages
Brewery Hill
Upton Cheyney BS30 6LY

0117 932 3009
Dear Editor,

I am now reaching the final stages of piecing together my history of Upton
Cheyney, not least its buildings. | have the 1842 tithe map and a spreadsheet of
every property indicating who owned and who occupied each. | have acquired
copies of David Normanés Il lustrated
the locally produced OIld Bitton booklets which contain many intriguing
photographs. | have also been collecting bits and pieces from documents about
the people who lived in the village and what they did. | have done some work
on the history of David Hawking's farm, formerly the manor house, and its
buildings and | have a growing collection of maps of the village.

I wondered if any of your Focal Point readers might help me out with any old
photographs of the village or memories of the buildings or the people who
worked in the village. | shall of course ensure that photographs would be
returned. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated.

Best Wishes

Kay Ross

Martin Palmer Talk Now Available On DVD
Following the recent riveting talk by Martin Palmer on the history and
symbol i sm of StDVWaas bedrspro@uced r ¢ h
and is now available at a cost of :
£10 each.
Place your order with Ann Willis : 0117 932 3868

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
12" October Harvest Home at Manor Farm Upton Cheyney from 12 noon.
24"0ctober. Jazz with Three Me
foll owed by Pudding Tasting. Ven.l
Tickets available from Ann Willis. 0117 932 3868

13
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Three Men in the Pyrenees (Final Part)

Bitton Alpine Club Plans Next Mountaineering Epic
We survived the thunderstorm and the threat of being trampled underfoot by
stampeding Pyrenean cattle whose bell-clanking cacophony had disturbed our
slumbers. We delve into our rations for breakfast; muesli and a hot drink to set
ourselves up for the day. Baz manages to knock over the stove twice and
narrowly avoids setting the tent alight. No matter, we set off for the Arlet hut,
several kilometres away and at a height of 2500 metres, about 8000 feet.

The Grey Mist

The majesty of the Pyrenees is shrouded in a thick mantle of grey mist that

seeps into the very marrow of your bones i especially if you stop. But we stop
rarely and press on. At a high pass, we
men and women who guided refugees and escaped PoWs out of occupied

France into Spain.

Comradeship

We reach our first hut. They are spaced out along the high route and provide
basic sleeping quarters and, if you arrive at the right time, meals. We were in
luck; a splendid five course meal, reasonably priced, eaten communally around
big tables. We enjoy the comradeship of our fellow trekkers, as we marvel that
supplies for our evening meal have to be walked in from the nearest road, a
dayb6s march away.

Exhaustion

The next day is still misty. We are aware of the lake we are camped beside, but
mountain, land, and water merge in an eerie monochrome. Good job we have

maps and compass to head off east. We were quickly reminded that while going

up is exhausting, coming down over slippery unstable rocks is doubly so. By the

end of a 10 hour day I, for one, am completely worn out, and since we could

see so little, t he dayds trek might we |l | have |
lukewarm Turkish bath. | feel I am striving to get Formula one performance

from a rusty, old Ford Anglia.

Reinvigoration

Morning dawns clear and bright which, coupled
with a good nightoés re
and soul. We trek all day in glorious hot
sunshine which opens up the magnificent
mountains and the amazing flora and fauna to
full view - Alpine flowers of every colour and
hue, animals such as Chamois, Isard, Golden

14



Eagles, Gryphon Vultures, and Marmottes. The crystal clear mountain water
refreshes us and the cares of civilisation are forgotten. Sunburn is a small price

to pay. The body recovers well. Despite having ends of days when we curse the
universe and believe that we will not go another step, we find, after food and
rest, the next dayds climb is attacked
We trek high and get snow on our boots. We pass through cols where the wind
roars across from Spain. We clamber across paths that face a sheer drop and

we use the fixed rope. We camp by still frozen lakes. We reach our last night in
the o6wildernessd and camp beneat h Otfthe
pinnacle of rock. ltds my birthday and

Disaster Averted

It is the last day, the weather has closed in again; rain falls, thunder rumbles in

the adjacent valleys. We have one last high col to cross then a long descent to
Gavarnie and 6endex6. Mark decides to |
down the valley to Cauterets. It turned out to be a hazardous journey. He fell in

a river, lost his pack with all his belongings and nearly drowned. He still had his
wallet though and was able to get to a comfortable hotel while Baz and | were

still battling with the mountain.

The Warm Glow of Achievemnet

Our last day was marked with rain, snow and a near freezing temperature! We
eventually roll into Gavarnie soaked to the skin, our joints stiff and aching 1 |
almost have to break my frozen fingers to get the poles out of my hands. Who
cares? We 6 v e done it I have certainl
magnificent sights and we have passed thorough areas of fantastic, wild beauty

that have fed the senses and the soul. Over dinner in Gavarnie, where Baz has a

steak the size of a small country and | have what seems like a whole leg of

|l amb, we toast Markdéds deliverance from
andwinewebegin to plan the next excursion of

Robin Dudley-Warde

Operation Clean-Up ~ Great Success
After much hard work by a dedi ccat
churchyard is now looking much tidier, and many visitors remark
on the beauty and peacefulness of this historic place.
Now we need to keep it tidy.
If you, or you family, would like to become responsible for
| maintaining a small section of it, then we could easily keep it as we would all
like to see it.  If you would like to help please contact:
Gordon Grimster 0117 932 2398
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Spotlight on Bitton People ~ Geoff Frankcom
A Challenge to Us All.

Seize The Day!
I f ever youdbre feeling a bit Il ow, not
the challenges of the day, | recommend that you take on board the motto that
Geoff Frankcom lives by, i Enyj oy | [ f e ainliwe fdr the jresantoandw a r
t he fult uwaes ocertainly i mpressed by Geof:
he told me about the many ways in which he has put his talents and skills to
good use throughout his life.

Choral Singing and Rugby

Born in Bath, Geoff, following in his f
Edwardds School , and was determined to
Not only was he academically able, but he discovered talents that were,
unusually, at the opposite ends of the spectrum with both music and sport

being his main passions. A chorister from the young age
of 6, his interest in his local church at Combe Down was
inherited from both his father and grandfather. He carried
this special gift to Cambridge University where he was a
member of the college choir, and today he is still singing
as a member of the Bath Choral Society. On the rugby
field he was also a force to be reckoned with. Whilst at
Cambridge, he gained 3 rugby blues and also won 4 caps
for England, against France, Scotland, Ireland and Wales
He also represented other Rugby teams against New
Zealand, Australia, South Africa and the Argentine. When
I asked Geoff what it was about sport he found so
stimulating he said, /7 Aying competitive sport teaches you how to lose well!l o
Geoff throws some light on the difference between Rugby then and Rugby now.
The only notification he received before playing his first international match
against Wales, was a curt letter from the English WRU instructing him to @awrn
up at 2.30 pm on Friday afternoon for the team run-a r o v Hedals@recalls a
cartoon in an English newspaper after one international match, when he was
bitten on the cheek (face) by a granite faced front-row forward. The cartoon
shows the biter and the bit in a restaurant. A waiter approaches. The caption
reads: Waiter: Would you like to order dinner now sir. The Biiter: No thank you.

|l 6ve eaten already

Teaching: Royal Air Force Fighter Pilot: Foreign Languages

But Geof f 6s aalsasdoedhimcn gado stéadl andg his language skills
were uilised later teaching, at Bedford School, where he taught French, Latin
and Games, and from his travels and work abroad. Not certain that teaching
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was really his true vocation and still wanting to explore the wider world, the
turning point for Geoff came on receiving a letter from a University chum who
had gone on to become an RAF pilot and who wrote to him from Cyprus of his
experiences. Inspired and ready for new challenges, Geoff rushed off to join
the RAF where he said he had, it he wver y Dbbetwaen 1967 ard 1982 s
I flying F4 Phantoms and Buccaneers, with 6 Sqn, at RAF Conningsby,; 17 Sqn
at RAF Bruggen i Germany, 12 Sqn at RAF Honnington,; 8 Sqn French Air Force,
and travelling tot he Far East, t h eGedff Shad the/chancets 7 a d
use his language skills whilst on overseas postings to Germany and also in
France, where he instructed French Air Force student fighter pilots near
Bordeaux. But his talents on the rugby pitch remained with him throughout and

he still found the time (and energy!) to captain the RAF team and to play for
various clubs during this time, including Bath.

Returning to the West Country

After all this excitement, Geoff did actually return to his roots when he left the
RAF in 1983, to teach for a short time at his old School (King Edwards) in Bath.
But his next career move was completely different; he went into the world of
finance, becoming an independent financial adviser for the next 22 years. It
was while living in Bristol, on the harbourside in 1988, that he was fortunate
enough to meet his wife Gabriel who, to his great delight, was equally fanatical
about sport and music i so they certainly made the perfect partnership. They
moved to Bitton 9 years ago finding it the perfect location for their joint
interests both in Bristol and Bath. Gabriel is very much involved with the local
WI Committee. She and Geoff enjoy keeping fit, gardening and they share their
love of music as members of the Bath Choral Society.

So, | asked; 71 Ged iwhen youdre not on the gol f
taking yet another part-time adult language course in either Portuguese or
Italian, what would you say is the secret for having such a positive outlook on

/i fe?0

He replied, 7AiMy days in the RAF and on the rugby pitch were all very exciting,

but they are both ai puokeeping both yobirsmind ant! i v |
your body active, being willing to take up new challenges, opening your eyes to

what is going on in the world around you i are all the positive ways | find of
keeping myself fit, active and very happy i | can certainly reco

What a thoroughly charming and interesting character we have in our midst.
Perhaps we could alll take a Il esson fro
place to become active and energised, than in our local community.

Angela ORoving -Reporterd Car
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Gardening in September
R o bMessage for our Moaning Media

I have just about had enough of our moaning media. | know that recently life
has become harder for many of us, but our dear media seems to revel in our
misery. So a message to all our journalists: buck the trend and see the positives
of life, and may | suggest they start by looking outside their own front doors.
Why you may ask?

This may not be the sunniest of Summers, but just note how fresh and green
everything looks. The fact iis that over thengndst
pl easant l and, o has s t Yegre ajo, Hyr mie August, f or
everything would be looking tired; the grass would be burned brown and some

of the trees would be taking on their Autumn tints. Whereas now we have an
extended growing season which allows us to retain and add to our fruitful,
colourful gardens for much longer.

Some weeks ago | stayed at a lovely North Wales
B and B in Ruthin, where the lady owner had
produced a beautiful natural cottage garden
against a  spectacular back-drop  of the Welsh
countryside. It was no wonder that their
Australian guests were so deeply impressed. They
coul dnot get over hovndgr e ¢
that is my point. Just take a look outside your
own front door, and marvel at our good luck to
be living in a small island country which is blessed
by so much natural beauty. So hands off you media moaners.

Jobs for September in the Best Gardens in the World.
In the vegetable garden there is still time to plant Spring cabbage, onion sets,
such as Radar and Swift, also a good time to plant garlic.
In the fruit garden plant strawberry runners and prune cane fruits.
Plant Spring bulbs and collect seeds from perennials; also time to start replacing
Summer bedding with Autumn and Winter bedding.
An excellent month to make a new lawn from seed, and a good time to move
evergreens or conifers if required, and to plant hyacinths for forcing to flower at
Christmas.

Best Wishes and Good Gardening from
Rob and the Staff at Chief Trading
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News From Bitton W.l. ~ Tasty Summer Safari

ltéds amazing how intrepid the membe
awful Summer weather, we managed to go on

Safari. Well actually, it was a safari supper, as
mentioned in | ast montho s?
arrange some Augusts when we have a break from @& |
our normal monthly meeting. No leopard was st \
spotted [in either sense] prowling round Bitton. <
Instead, several convivial W.l. members 7 some

with their partners - could be seen in the Village with their pink
elephants.  We were lucky with the weather as the afternoon and
evening cleared up and we were able to leave umbrellas at home. This
event is always popular as it provides an opportunity for members to get
to know each other whilst consuming delicious homemade food. |
always feel particularly keen to sign up, as it was on a Safari Supper that
my husband and I, as newcomers to Bitton nine years ago, first began to
meet our fellow residents.
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One of the things that W.l.s have a great reputation for is their culinary
skills and the eveni ng di dnot di sappoint. We
starters; a main course with a choice of Salmon en Croute or Morrocan
Chicken; and a final flourish of numerous mouth watering desserts, all
washed down with wine and coffee. Several of us stayed on socialising

in the church hall until quite late and made our way home feeling well
fed and distinctly mellow.

There was also another event that
Plasticsdéd invited W.I.s in the area
There were cooking demonstrations plus tasters using some of their
equipment and any purchases from the shop were 10% off. So this was
another opportunity to eat good food and also to buy merchandise. The
evening was a success for both parties and itis hopedthat o6 Lakel a
repeat their offer. A number of W.I. events are arranged by our local

area organisation based in Keynsham and | will report on a visit to
Langford Veterinary College next month, when we will be treated to an

inside view. Coincidentally , our next speaker for
a Vet, so we will learn a bit more about what our pets can expect.
Gabriel Frankcom email: gay.gabriel@talktalk.net
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Benefice Cricket XI Cruise to Victory

Thankfully, it was the evening the forecasters got wrong. Dire prognostications

of torrential rain proved inaccurate as 22 men, more or less in whites, gathered

at Doyntonds delightful cricket ground
This derby could not be more local as both teams claim Doynton as their home
turf!

St Anneds batted first. They were shor
gentl eman repeatedly referred to as 06JI
Langer, suddenly emerge from the hedgerow, we wondered? In the meantime,

a middle-aged man, out strolling, who said he had last held a cricket bat 40
years ago, was commandeered by St Annebd
sent in to face the fearsome might of lan Green and Kevin Sibley who were
happily amongst the wickets.

Oldland finished on 97, Andrew Spear top-scoring with 28. Reece Williams, the
Benef i cefdusd witlketakeeper and opening batsman, revealed his
aggressive intent as he raced to 26 (when the rules required him to retire). He
took 13 off the first over! Stuart Pugsley also scored 26 as the Benefice
achieved 98 for 2 with 6 overs to spare. In a moving ceremony in front of the
pavilion, Andrew Spear graciously relinquished the John Bennetts Presidential
Cup into the hands of Kevin Sibley, our wonderful captain.

Finally, two enduring memories: Ivor Coster, wearing several pullovers, a fleece,
a baseball cap and holding an umbrella as he umpired during a fleeting shower,
and Jan 1l vensd del icakeiabtheshalfsnaynnthik.i c hes and

Qur final fixture is against O6the old
get carried away, Snickometer believes the Benefice can look forward to this
encounter with confidence. Snickometer,

Our Man on the Boundary
Late News. The Much awaited match against the Old Enemy has been
cancelled. This dreaded weather!!!!

117}
—

Childrends Painting Comp:¢
The response t o our Childrenods Paint
disappointing. Only one entry, from Cassia, aged 7. We have obviously chosen
the wrong time of the year for this event. We shall try again when the dark
months of Winter are upon us. However, Cassia will be receiving a prize for her
splendidly thought provoking-painting. Well done, Cassia.
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How Many Miles to Bethlehem?
A reminder for those of you who may be thinking of joining
Mariads trip to the Holy
Briefing Meetings for September 2008

You are invited to consider joining an intrepid band of voyagers as we travel to
the Holy Land in November 2009...Yes, 2009! Nothing like planning ahead! This
voyage in the footsteps of Christ is for EVERYONE, whether you come to church
three times a week and twice on Sundays, or have never set foot in a church
and wonder what the fuss is all about.

Over the course of 9 days we will experience the hospitality, courage and
welcome of a huge variety of people from each of the three great faiths of
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. We will walk /iterally in the footsteps of Christ
on Roman steps and underground Roman roads, and less literally as we peer
through modern eyes at ancient stones as through a glass darkly, wondering
who this Jesus was, and is for us today.

We will sail on the Sea of Galilee, sing in the Grotto
at Bethlehem, meet with

peace-makers and workers for social justice, and
eat dates fresh from a tree in Jericho. We will
ascend the heights of Masada, and descend to
swim in the Dead Sea

If you want to find out more, join me for refreshments, a presentation and full
details at:
Warmley : St Barnabas Church  Thursday 4th September 7.30pm

Bitton St Maryés Church Lady Ch
You are welcome at either session or both! A follow-up session may be planned
for later in September. I f these dates dondt suit,

Rev. Maria Shepherdson
(It sounds like the trip of a lifetime. Book early to avoid disappointment. Ed.)

Deadline for October Edition
Articles, Poems, Reports, Letters, Reminiscences, & Photos
To the Editor please, in Tahoma 10 font if possible, by
Friday 12 September 2008.
John Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LEmail:
john70gailes@btinternet.com
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