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About our Cover Picture
We had intended the cover to show one of our local artists at work, but we
shall hold that over for another editi
has been the prime mover in the supporting Focal Point over the years, it
seems only fair that we should include a new photograph of this lovely old
Church from time to time. Thanks to Paul Wigmore for coming up again with
yet another great picture.

This is Your Magazine
While we have a number of regular scribes who produce most of the articles
for Focal Point, we do feel that we must be missing many important topics
that would be of interest to many of o1
only to say that we have spelled your name incorrectly. See yourself in print.
Let us have your views, suggestions complaints, praise, poems, interesting
anecdotes, stories, drawings and photographs. Our magazine will be much
improved if we could encourage a few more people to see themselves in print,
and we might be able to produce a better balance of material for Focal Point.



Editor
Mari ads Message for August 2009
Can The Lap-Top Lead

Us to Real Love?

Well, the wedding season is upon us and organists
everywhere are playing O0AII t h
6Love divined t hr leeuneddinggcouplést e d
and their families are involved in the frenetic build up to
their 6big dayd and someti mes
explosions erupt just at the very moment when Love should
abound. For some of those involved, weddings are not easy events to attend.
Perhaps the following imagined telephone conversation might help us
appreciate that before rea/L.ove can bl ossom, Godds t
that oO6endures all thingsé as St Paul p
and moved away from.

Let us say | am a bit of a doubter when it comes to all this love business,
viewing it perhaps as a high tech computer programme needing to be
installed in my rather decrepit lap-top computer. Imagine the scene as | sit at
the bottom of my staircase, lap-top on knee, battery fully charged. | phone
the helpline. After an interminable wait and several 100 security questions
about the colour of my grandmot her és d

Jemima: Good morning. My name is Jemima and how may | help you today?

Me: Well, I think | want to upgrade my system to have a bit more LOVE. So

I need to install LOVE, but | am not very technical. Can you help?

Jem: Of course. The first step is for you to open HEART.

Me: OK. But | have several other programmes running at the moment. Can

| open HEART and install LOVE while they continue to run?

Jem: Which programmes have you got running?

Me: Let mesee. Rightt PAST HURTéé. . GRUDGEé é .andRESE
FEAR OF COMMITMENT

Jem: No problem. Once you install LOVE it will gradually erase PAST HURT,
overriding FEAR OF COMMITMENT. However, you must first turn off GRUDGE

and RESENTMENT. These programmes prevent successful installation of

LOVE.

Me: Oh Dear ! I donot know how to do t ha
this!

Jem: Right- Click your START menu and locate FORGIVENESS

Me: OKé. . Oh, something is happeningé. . LO
normal?



Jem: Perfectly nor mal buté.you only have

connect and network with other HEARTS in order to upgrade your level of
Forgiveness and Love. LOVE is freeware from GOD inc. Be sure and give it to
everyone you email. In turn, they will share it with others and return more to
you. Thank you for calling the LOVE helpline. Have a nice day!6

We all carry internal baggage that prevents us from experiencing the love of
others and of God. Part of the difficulty is in taking the first step towards
forgiveness, reconciliation and peace. Opening our hearts requires risk, risk of
rejection, of being seen as foolish, risk of further hurt if what we have already
experienced has been hard to bear.

God took a risk when he created us, and a bigger risk when he sent Christ to
show us what Love and Compassion really looked like. Can we take a moment
during this season when so many couples come in hope and love to be united

before God and Goddés people, to |l ook

and lives? And through forgiveness of ourselves and others begin to install a
type of love that will never suffer from a computer virus?

Maria Shepherdson

a

Curate at St Marybés Churc

St MédlowebRota ~ August 2009

August 1 Marlene Gallop
August 8 Wedding
August 15

August 22 Jean Blake

August 29 Shirley Day




AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES
\

\Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church\
Elder T Muriel Williams
01177 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services for August 2009

Aug 2 Communion Service Rev M Shepherdson
Aug 9 Mrs R MacLachlan
Aug 16 Mr S Pigeon

Aug 23 Mr J Creech

Aug 30 Communion Service Mrs M White

\Bitton Methodist Church|
Minister i The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH 1 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary T Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA i 0117 967 1073

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for August 2009

Aug 2 Bob and Brenda Andrews
Aug 9 Mrs M Slocombe
Aug 16 Communion Service Rev Den Harding
Aug 23 Rev Andrew Prout
Aug 30 Mr B Saunders

|St Ma r ghuh, Bitton|

Vicar: The Revdd CanorllPeu39%5Denyer
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ

Curate: The Revdd Mari 011966 gd42er ds on
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX

Lay Mr Ken Gibson, 0117 932 2122

Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH

Dr David Bailey, Westover House, 0117932 8949
Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT



Church: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868

Wardens 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP
Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High St 0117 932 5376
Baptism Mrs Jean Gray 0117 967 2964
Enquiries:
Marriage & Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar
Services at St Maryods in
Sunday 2 August 10.30 Parish Communion
Sunday 9 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Sunday Fun Day in
the Church Hall
10.30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 16 August 10.30 Family Service
followed by the Third
Annual Teddy Bear
Tower Jump
Sunday 23 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 30 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion
Cream Teas wi || be ser v &tb5pm

on each Sunday in August,

When Phoenix Cards, Books, Copies of Focal Point and other items of interest
will be on sale. Bring your friends and enjoy a quiet chat in the beautiful
setting of this historic Parish Church.

Tea Club
There will be no Tea Club meetings in August
The Next Tea Club meeting will be held at
The Methodist Hall
Tuesday 1% September 2.30 ~ 4.00 pm
Mrs Blackman will show more of her holiday slides

St



60 MairMidwif e to the Worl doé
St Marydbés Patronal Festiva

Sunday 6 September at 6.30pm
An invitation to the whole community to join us
at our Patronal Festival Celebration
Preacher: The Venerable Alan Hawker ~ Archdeacon of Malmesbury
Choir ~ Organ ~ Music Group ~ Singing for All

The Fete result will be announced at the Festival followed by a celebratory
glass of wine or a soft drink

Everyone Welcome

Royal British Legion
Bitton and
Oldland Branch

Harvest Auction

Monday 21 September
at 8 pm

Everyone is welcome at
The Upton Inn, Upton Cheyney
by invitation of the owners
Martyn and Jamie

Proceeds in aid of your local Royal British Legion

Have a wonderful night out and contribute to this worthwhile cause




CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY

Provided donations keep flowing (and | am always glad to receive gifts) our
Churchyard Fund is able to meet the cost of regular mowing but there are
always many other thingswe can do to keep St Mar
beautiful!

In particular, there is a monthly working party on a Saturday morning from 10
to 12 noon. Usually this is on the first Saturday in the month but because the
Fete date for September has been changed to the third Saturday, the dates
for the rest of 2009 will be i
1 August T 19 September T 3 October i
7 November i 5 December

Bring your favourite tools and gardening gloves!
For further details please phone me.
Gordon Grimster
932 2398

SPONSORED WALK OR SCOOT

SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER BETWEEN 2 AND 5pm
You are invited to take part in this event which will be raising funds for the
Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust and for our own Living Stones Appeal.
We will be walking along the path beside the Railway track. You will have a
choice of a 5 mile route (Bitton Railway Station to Saltford and back) or a 10
mile route (Bitton Railway Station to Bath and back). Any child who finds
walking a bit boring is welcome to bring a scooter (non-motorised!).

If walking is not your scene then we are also looking for people to man
the check points and refreshment stops at Bitton Railway Station,
Saltford and Bath. If you are able to walk or scoot then Sponsor
forms are available from either of us. If you can help in any

other way then please let us know. If you cannot make it on

12 September then please be sure to sponsor one of the

walkers or scooters.

Liz Midgley Ken Gibson
932 6898 932 2122




Puzzle Corner I%@ August Quiz

AnswerstotheJul 'y O6Film Titl esd

I have to admit, our regular Quiz contestants certainly know their film titles.

Perhaps our O0Flicks in the Sticksbd

responses from: Di Garry, Charlotte Burmester, The Cole Family at Timsbury,
Rona Wagstaff, Margaret & Bruce Sutton, June Long, John & Jill Dugay, John
and Pam Heyes, Karen Smith, Sam Stone, Liz Watkins and Ann Thorogood.
Congratulations all round. Almost everyone came up with an all-correct
answer. Fi rst O60Out of the Editords é&atb
June Long

Answers: 1. The Italian Job. 2. 101 Dalmatians. 3. The Pink Panther. 4. Gone
with the Wind. 5. The Good, The Bad and The Ugly. 6.Sc hi nd | e7t & s
Lawrence of Arabia. 8. Star Wars. 9. Crocodile Dundee. 10. The Thomas

Crown Affair. 1 1 . Breakfast at Tiffanyds. 12.

Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. 14. Brief Encounter. 15. The Great

Escape. 16. The Sting i Toy Story I The Saint. 17. Singing in the Rain. 18.

Citizen Kane. 19. The Shawshank Redemption. 20. The Silence of the

Lambs.

The August Quiz
An easy one this month! Convert the following into well-known
proverbs:

Habitual acquaintance is responsible for propagating superciliousness.

Surveillance should precede saltation.

Members of an avian species of identical plumage congregate.

Pulchritude possesses solely cutaneous profundity.

It is fruitless to become lachrymose over precipitated lacteal substances.

Freedom from encrustations of grime is contiguous to rectitude.

The stylus is more potent than the claymore.

It is fruitless to attempt to indoctrinate a superannuated canine with

innovative manoeuvres.

9. Eschew the implement of correction and vitiate the scion.

10. All articles that coruscate with resplendence are not truly auriferous.

11. There is a conflagration in locations where there are visible vapours
having their provenance in ignited carbonaceous materials.

12. Sorting on the part of mendicants must be interdicted.

13. A plethora of individuals with expertise in culinary techniques vitiate the
potable concoctions produced by steeping certain comestibles.

14. Eleemosynary deeds have their incipience intra-murally.

15. Male cadavers are incapable of yielding any testimony.

16. Individuals who abide in vitreous edifices would be advised to refrain from
catapulting petrous projectiles.

ONoOA~A®WNE
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17. Exclusive dedication to necessitous chores without interludes of hedonistic
diversion renders John a hebetudinous fellow.

18. A revolving lithic conglomerate accumulates no congeries of a small green
bryophitic plant.

19. Abstention from any aleatory undertaking precludes a potential escalation
of a lucrative nature.

20. The person presenting the ultimate cachinnation possesses thereby the
optimal cachinnation.

Answers please to the editor by hand, snail mail or email, by
Wednesday 12 August, 2009

Beekeeplng with Brenda 1 Summer 2009

It is the middle of June. The air is warm, the breeze
gentle just enough to move the air; rain, usually falling
during the night-time, keeps everything fresh and
growing. | walk the paths with my dog. The hedgerows
are alive with white blackberry blossom; in my garden
the scent of roses fills the air.

The bees thrive in the warmth for they need to keep
themselves and their hives at a constant temperature
similar to that of warm blooded mammals. They are very
active, flying from early morning to late evening.
Thousands of bees, hatching out daily, create an army of foragers anxious to
collect the sweet nectar waiting in each flower.

My colonies are situated beneath a tall lime tree. The scents from its highly
perfumed flowers entice the bees towards the nectar. Not so last year when
the wet weather wiped out the lime blossoms and the bees went hungry.
Leaving their hive today they fly in ever widening circles, drawing spirals in
the sky till they almost disappear from view. Suddenly | spy one and then
another as it turns, making a bee line for the very top of the tree where
perhaps the blossoms are most abundant.

The bees bring the nectar back to their hive, passing it on to one of the house
bees, one minuscule drop at a time. Nectar straight from the flower is too
liquid, it will need to be reduced to thick syrup to preserve the honey; the
bees spread the nectar around the hive, putting a little in each cell, and then
evaporate off the excess moisture by fanning their wings to create a warm
passage of air. Once fully ripe the bees pack their honey into individual cells,
putting a thin layer of white wax on top to keep the honey sterile.




In my small apiary I now have four colonies of bees. Two are doing well. Of
the others, one is a small swarm which may become strong enough to over-
winter, only time will tell. The other had two queens in residence last time |
looked. The old queen in this hive had not been laying well and the colony
was becoming weak so the bees must have decided to bring on a new queen
to supersede the old failing queen.

Virgin queens have just a few days in their biological calendar when they can
mate, and both drones and queen are unable to fly in the rain and the wind.
In |l ast yeardéds appalling summer, the o
mate with enough drones to lay the two thousand eggs a day needed by the
colony from early spring. The bees have decided to replace her and for a
while the two queens live together quite amicably. Other colonies are naturally
more aggressive. Usually, if there are two queens in a
hive one will be killed, as | discovered to my cost when |
attempted to unite a small swarm with a failing colony
that | thought was queenless. The new young queen in
the swarm was seen as an intruder and destroyed.

Come autumn beesd own Horeyn beesrare ghe pmyl bee s .
species which have evolved able to store honey for over-wintering, so, come

the autumn, | shall leave out a whole box of honey for their winter supplies.
They will emerge next spring as a vibrant colony ready to pollinate fruit trees
and early flowering plants.

Early in the year my bees were busy building up their colony, and now in
midsummer about 50,000 bees in each thriving hive are collecting nectar and
converting it into honey. It is an exciting time to be a beekeeper. Already

as | look through my hives | see many frames full of capped honey. | will
extract the surplus in August and hope some of it will taste of lime blossom. If
you would Iike to try a sample | hope
Raffle at the Bitton Fete in September.

Brenda Claxton

Focal Point Deadline for September 2009
Items for inclusion in our September Edition should be forwarded to the Editor
by Monday 14 August 2009, preferably emailed in Tahoma Font Size 10.
Typed or handwritten contributions are of course very welcome.
John J Evans, Editor Focal Point, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol
BS30 6LY. Telephone 0117 9 322164. Email john70gailes@btinternet.com
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More About Our Local Artists

When we began focusing our FP spotlight onto some of our local artists, we
had only a vague idea of how gifted they really were and how many of them
there might be. Perhaps we assumed that our local painters, photographers
and sculptors who beavered away in old barns, draughty garages and badly lit
attics, sometimes working in groups, sometimes alone, were retired gentlefolk
occupying themselves in genteel artistic activities that they now had time to
pursue. Well, let me assure you there is nothing amateurish, genteel or part-
time about our local artists. They are a hardworking, professional, well-
qualified, talented group of people, with varied backgrounds, of all ages, who
share a deep love of their art, and a firm resolve to develop their skills and to
see their work displayed, appreciated and purchased whenever the
opportunity arises

Many o f our readers wi || be awar e
determination to create a permanent record in paint of almost every wild
flower, bird and animal that has inhabited the fields and woods of Pipley

of

Bottom over the past half century or more. Ther e ar enot many
around Upton Cheyney where at least one o f Gw e pansingslisoamn e | y

display.

But Gwen is by no means unique. The work of several talented local artists

h

can be viewed on the Bitton SdnthsMacaly 6 s

Point has included illustrations of the work of Charles Rayner, the
photographer, and Jane Bisby who works largely in ceramics. But there are
others in the locality such as Rachel Wilcox MA, Cynthia Lear and Kate Ward
whose work has been exhibited in Private Collections and Open Exhibitions at
the Royal West of England Academy of Art, the Bath Society of Artists, The
Victoria Gallery Bristol, the Bath Forum, the Temple Gallery, Vaux-sur-Mer,
France, s Raleoyt Braglford on Avon, and the Manor Farm Gallery,
Upton Cheyney. Other active artists in the vicinity include Kath Hawking,
Rosalie Knowles, Lynda Silk, and Christine Battle: probably many more.

Incidentally, we were all sorry to hear of Rachel

A Wil coxbs recent acci dseetly, at
recovery.
b?\ é\:} If you would like to visit a prestigious exhibition of
m B0 Equestrian Art, | can recommend a visit to the elegant
e TN Gallery LeFort, 5 Maowgpdbyetl 0 s
"' Heather LeFort, which opened with a well attended
*\" AN private viewing on 11" July. (It will remain open for 5

weeks, although the Gallery is closed on Mondays.)
Kate Ward, from Church Lane, Bitton, had a humber of

11



exquisite charcoal and pen-and-ink pictures on display which attracted a good

deal of attention; two of them were purc hased at the privat
despair, even though many of the paintings and bronzes will have been sold,

they will all remain on display until the exhibition closesé . and you wi
made very welcome.

xxxxxx

NEWS FROM BITTON W.I
A culinary focus provided the theme for the July speaker in the form of Kim
Weston from the kitchenware oL
evolved over a 45 year perio ? 0
freezer-ware products and plastic sheeting for gardens were .

apparently prolific and highly regarded in the late 1960s. A
Kim treated us to a épottedt“)!“‘"‘-‘ y o

with behind the scenes gossip (sorry, we were sworn to secrecy!) and brought

along a vast, colourful and intriguing array of products thatwedi dnét kno\
coul dndt do without. Clearly, every
6poaching poddé for example which, due
guessing as to its multi -functional purposes.

Kim explained that the company is prospering in spite of the current economic
climate and several new stores are opening around the country to join the
Lakeland flagship store in Windermere, and of course our own local store in
Bath. This may be due to the generic and perpetual requirement to appease
the nationbs gastronomic needs and al
gueue for | onger than one minute in an
anyone who can prove otherwise?!

N

Apparently, Lakeland staff are all highly trained in product usage and are
actively encouraged to trial products at home themselves before they go on
sale - look out for the handbag shaped potato bag, exclusive to the Bath
store, which is shortly to feature in the Bath Chronicle! The latest accessory
for all well dressed ladies of the parish, or something to transport your
6poaching pod6 in perhaps?!

Cheryl Wright

* * K X *

Writing Limericks Can Drive You Nuts
There was a young man from Cwmdare
Who loved to paint nudes en plein air
But the damsels felt slighted
When guests were invited
To handle the models with care.

12



ST MARY6S CHURCH FETE AND |

MISS IT And Y o u MIIS3 OUT!

In the Glebe field alongside the Churchyard

SATURDAY 5™ SEPTEMBER 2009
2pm -5pm

| t AMedieval Theme
So Dig Out Your Jester Hats and Suits of Armour

Great Fun for All the Family
SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS:
Melanie Holley Dancers Oldland Brass Band Fun Dog Show

Chil dr ends F aAnt €Compebtioms & Sames Coconut Shies

Boules Classic Cars Display Cream Teas Skittles
and

Lots — Lots —~ More

All offers of help and contributions gratefully received!
Please ring Cheryl Wright, the Fete Organiser on 9328490.

In particular we need:

White Elephant items (contact Nicola Bennetts: 9324696)
Bottles (contact Sarah Craddock: 9328644)
Books (contact Sarah Heavens on 9325376)
Cakes (contact Janet Ivens on 9326951)

Local Plants and Produce (contact Bob Willis 9323868)

ISUPPORT YOUR FETE il T 8BE GREAT!|

13



Three Cheers for Our Young People

It is almost a cliché to say that young people in this country receive a very
bad press. There is no doubt that the youth problems of inner city gang, drug,
gun and knife cultures are serious and need to be addressed. However, by
constantly high-lighting these elements, the media runs the very real risk of
demonising all young people and of ignoring the immense range of talents
and social awareness that so many of our youngsters demonstrate in spades
every day. Perhaps Focal Point can redress the balance by drawing attention
to some local examples where our young people give the lie to the current
media stereotype.

Take the case of the Martin sisters, the granddaughters of Frances Withers of
Swineford. Catherine, a qualified dentist, has already undertaken voluntary
work in India, while Briony is studying to become a physiotherapist. This
summer theyaimt o r ai se money f or foguSes onfheping
people with Cerebral Palsy, a charity close to their hearts. Their Aunty
Georgina, who is well known to Bitton residents, lives at Grangewood, a
residential home that provides specialist care for those affected by this
debilitating disease.

How do they propose to raise funds? Hold on to you hats! By embarking on a
gruelling 1000+ mile cycle ride from Lands Endt o J o Groats @ &8 days.
In between the pressures of clinics and examinations they are following a
strenuous training programme to prepare their legs and bums (their words
not mine) for the rigours of theride. Good | uck, girl s!
Details of how sponsorship donations can be made can be found online at:
http://www.justgiving.com/martinsisterscycle2009. Also Frances Withers
would be happy to receive donations on their behalf. Tel. 0117 9323158.

And now, what about this for another charitable enterprise! If you were
passing Lansdown Golf Club at 4am on 22 June, you might have been

surprised to see five youngish golfersé . we | | one of t hem

teeing off just as the sun was rising. You would have been even more
surprised to learn that this was the beginning of a non-stop sequence of 5 x
18 hole rounds, which would not finish until the sun was
setting in the west 17 hours later. Three of them completed
all 5 rounds; the others took it in turns to accompany them.

one of them dressed as Yogi Bear. Pretty uncomfortable
attire on a hot golfing day, and certainly not recommended
by the Royal & Ancient.

14
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http://www.justgiving.com/martinsisterscycle2009

And what was behind this apparently insane feat of endurance? To raise
money for a National Breast Cancer Campaign, a Charity with particular
poignancy for some of the contestants. and this is where the story becomes
even more interesting. The event took
place when the golf course was open to all
other users, and involved no course closure
and virtually no work or cost to the Club;
no bureaucracy; no selling of raffle tickets;
no collecting tins: no costly advertising; no
prizes to be donated or purchased; no adult
pressure. They simply displayed a few
sponsorship forms around the Club, and
talked to people about their project. What
was the result? Sore feet, some great laughs, some surprisingly good golf, a
few unusual photographs, side-splitting entertainment for the onlookers, and
a cheque for over £3,000 to their Charity. A triumph of imagination, youthful,
and not so youthful exuberance, organizational simplicity and a well
developed social conscience.

Perhaps these youngsters and their older friends can teach us a thing or two
when it comes to devising ways of raising funds for deserving causes.

(df any of our readers have si mifilftler
mediad &nfilattering stereotype, we would like to hear about them. Editor.)

't 6s Smil eachérme Wi t h

0Pl eas e Extbah Beacliers Rezdive fsom Parents
The doctor says that my son should not take PE today. Please execute him.
Irving was absent yesterday because he missed his bust.
Please excuse Jason for being absent yesterday. He had a cold and could not
breed well.
Dear School, please excuse Mary for being absent on Monday. She was in
bed with gramps.
My daughter was absent on Friday because she was very tired. She spent
the weekend with the Marines.
Please excuse Ray from school. He has very loose vowels.
I kept Jennifer away from school yesterday, because we had to go shopping
and | di dhabsize skerwasw
Please excuse Jennifer for missing school yesterday. We forgot to get the
Sunday paper from the porch, and when we found it on Monday, we thought
it was Sunday.

15
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News from Bitton Village Residents Association

Open Gardens Day i Great Success
Lawns were mown, flowerbeds weeded, hedges trimmed, plants potted,
scones baked and rain forecast, all in readiness for first BVRA Open Gardens
Day on 12th July. Would anyone come? Would it be too wet to open at all?
Would someone fall in the pond? All fears were unfounded. The sun shone,
the ground dried out and visitors came from far and near to see what the 5
local gardens had to offer. Babies in pushchairs, dogs on leads, grandparents,
grandchildren, young, old and middling alike, all followed the horticultural
trail. Plants were discussed, soil conditions compared, vegetables admired,
views enjoyed, tadpoles counted. Other plants were sold, cream teas
dispensed, and a constant stream of people looked, chatted, wandered about,
and on occasions, sat, enjoying a pleasant Sunday afternoon out in a typically
English setting.
As Wallace and Gromit would say,
6A Grand Day Out . 6
Wendy Smale

Letter of Appreciation from
the Organisers

We were lucky to have such a
brilliant sunny day for the Open
Gardens Event on Sunday 12 July
2009. Five lovely gardens were
open to the public when over 70
visitors enjoyed the beauty and
fun of viewing the variety of
plants, flowers, bushes and trees
that were so beautifully laid out.
The success of the event was demonstrated by the fact that the well
stocked cream teams buffet had to be replenished half way through the
afternoon. Many thanks to everyone who helped, particularly the garden
owners, and a special Thank-You to Martin and Bridget Hetzel for hosting
the plant sale and the cream teas at Church Farm. We hope
success will be the forerunner of many more Open Garden Days and will
encourage even more people 6 O p e n Intiderdally, Andrew Ward has a
fine selection of photographs which you can find on his web site.

Tony and Anne Boulton

16
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Poetry Corner
This song was forwarded by Mrs Sheila Read of Barry Hill House. Entitled
6ShowheM&ay, 86 it was written by Wendy Cr
talents, loves to write poems and songs. It was written while she was walking
through the woods behind her house, praying for guidance after the death of

her husband, Jack. A When | glosang t mtm a tape-recorder,0 she

said. Lat er her good friend, Harry Secomb

opera singer, sang it on television, and Wendy was inundated with letters of

appreciation. Alt was staggering, 0 she
Sadly, we donoscordafarthesohghe musi ¢

Show Me the Way

By Wendy Craig

When I'm confused , Lord, show me the way,
Show me, show me, show me the way.

Baffled and bru ised, Lord, show me the way.
Show me, show me, show me the way.

Still my heart and heal my mind ,
Repair my soul to hear

Your still, small voice,

Your word of truth

Peace, be still, your Lord is here
Always so close to show you the way.

When I'm afraid, Lord, show me the way.

Show me, show me, show me the way.

Grief and dismay, Lord, show me the way ,
Show me, show me, show me the way.

Lift my spir it with your love,

Bring courage, hope and peace

You who bore all for my sake ,

So | could walk from fear released,

With you beside me, showing me the way ,
Showing, showing, showing the way.

If you would like to share a much loved song or poem with our readers,
please let me know. | f [t 6s your own wobHdtr So m
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Gardening With Rob Allen ~ August 2009

Gr anny-veed. Bt seems to me that professional weather forecasters are
about as much wuse as mweedsWlletheyvagariesbofi n ¢ h
global warning must be making life difficult for our weather pundits,
reasonably reliable forecasts for the week-a head shoul dndt be
of their expensive satellites. So I think | shall call a halt to my amateur efforts

at forecasting, and rely on relatively
shall probably have long periods of hot weather when gardens will need
watering, and equally long periods of thunder and heavy downpours which

will threaten to flattenthe hardi est of our rhubarb pl an

Indian Summer or Autumnal Chills? What is certain is that August will see the
nights drawing in and, unless we are lucky enough to have one of our glorious

Il ndi an Summer s, the autumnalutchiitlds m
gloom and doom. August is the month when all of our gardening efforts finally
pay dividends, so |l etds enjoy the frui

of dahlias, Japanese anemones, galdioli, fuchsias and the many varieties of
roses that continue blossoming well into October; the bountiful harvest of
runner beans, lettuce, beetroot, courgettes and second main crop potatoes
to name but a few. The fruit garden should also be producing a wealth of
blackberries, loganberries and gooseberries and, if very lucky, nectarines and
apricots, which are becoming increasingly popular. Enjoy ~ Enjoy ~ Enjoy

Support our Local Flower Shows. August has traditionally been a popular
month for local flower shows, culminating in early September with the Bristol
and the Bath Flower Shows. It is sad to reflect that so many of our excellent
local village flower shows have fallen by the wayside. The demise of this
year6s Ol dland Fl ower Show makes it ev
the last two of our remaining local shows: Warmley, August 1%, and Wick,
September 5™
Now on to our August Tasks
+ Watch out for caterpillars on cabbage, cauliflower, sprouts and
calabrese. Also on the vegetable plot look out for signs of blight in
potatoes and tomatoes.
+ In the fruit garden prune blackcurrant, redcurrant i
and gooseberry bushes C;?b

+ Feed amellias and rhododendrons and ensure (if o P
ther dry) th kept well watered. If NN
weather ry) ey are kept well watere you /)Md\ ?,7 y
are taking a holiday, arrange for friends to keepa ¢ } ,,,,,,, ] -
weather eye on your garden. y'_ '

+ Clip hedges such as hornbeam and beech.
Good Gardening from Rob and all the Staff at Chief Trading Post

18



What Was Happening in August 1909?
The youth hostel movement got its start when a group of German hikers, led
by teacher Richard Schirrmann, found shelter from a thunderstorm in a school
classroom. Reasoning that each village in Germany had a school, Schirrmann
proposed that these provide accommodation to students during the holidays.
The first hostel would open in 1912 at Altena in Westphalia.

SOS, the international Morse Code signal for distress, was first used when the
S.S. Arapahoe lost power off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. It was rescued 36
hours later

A 46 foot Celtic Cross was raised on Ellis Island, New York, by the Ancient
Order of Hibernians in memory of the thousands of Irish immigrants who had
died there during their long periods of quarantine.

The first miracle attributed to Joan of Arc took place at Lourdes when Msgr.
Leon Cristiani The Maidés blessing
tuberculosis. Joan of Arc would be canonized on May 16, 1920.

The first public execution in Paris for 15 years attracted a large crowd despite
being held at 4:30 a.m. with short notice. M. Duchemin, who had murdered
his mother in 1906, was guillotined in front of the Sante Prison.

General Sir Hugh Rowlands KCB, from a small village in Wales, was awarded
the Victoria Cross for his gallantry, 55 years earlier, at the 1854 Battle of
Inkerman, when he was a 26 year old Captain in the 41st (Welsh) Regiment
of Foot, during the Crimean War.

Middlesex beat Gloucestershire by an innings and 31 runs during a County
Cricket match, when Frank Tarrant scored 145 runs and took 13
Gloucestershire wickets for 67 runs.

Herbert Asquith was elected as Liberal MP for East Fife in 1886. After holding
important positions in the governments of both Gladstone and Campbell-
Bannerman, he became Prime Minister in 1908 where he supported David
Ll oyd Genes o edcal social reforms, including the Old Age Pensions
Act and the People's Budget,. This led to open warfare between the Commons
and the Lords....a conflict that might be resolved by the House of Lords
Reform Bill now before Parliament...100 years later! Plus ca change.

R S G
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The 14™ Upton Putter
Charity Golf Tournament and Dinner

Generously Sponsored by The Upton Inn
Takes place at
The Lansdown Golf Club
on
Wednesday 30™ September

The Tournament is open to moderately competent golfers with an
official Club or Society Handicap who are:
Regular Patrons of the Upton Inn, and their Guests
Residents of Upton, Beach, Swineford and North Stoke, and Guests
Members or Former Members of the Upton Golf Society, and Guests

At the Charity Dinner
All proceeds from Raffles, Auctions, Fines, Competitions and Torture
will be donated to Local Charities.
Since its inception over £15,000 has been raised.

For Further Information and Entry Forms Please contact:
Jamie Pike at The Upton Inn
jlpike@yahoo.co.uk
or
Roz Burmester
rozburmester@hotmail.com

This is a fun daybés golf on on
Golf Courses in the South West

Donot Mi ss |t
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