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Support Your Village Fete ~ Dazzling Events to Include
Chil drends Fancyi Dancngly M&amientdolleyy DigplayoTram
Live Music by Ol dland Brass Band ~ Gund
Chi | dr e n 0 sitiod+ Skittlés & rBpukes ~ Coconut Shy ~ Church Tours
Art Exhibition ~ Cream Teas ~ Ice Creams ~ All -Day Barbeque & Licensed Bar

Stalls
Plants and Produce ~ Cakes ~ Balloons ~ Bottles ~ Books ~ White Elephant
Grand Prize Draw~ Star Prizes
On e D a ydingsandBDedorating Labour, Value £200,
Donated by Reputable Lpcal Building Company
£85 Voucher for Thermae Bath Spa

and

Much, Much, More
(See Main Fete Adverti Page 10)

Cover Picture
Focal Point was recently invinOklldndtoo Vv i s
view the exciting Sensory Garden that the Head Teacher, Staff, Parents and
Children have beendeveloping. It was a real eye-opener. There were walls
made from bricks coloured with ¢ h i | ddragimg$, sames, and designs,
flower and vegetable plots, totem poles, outdoor-mobiles with melodic
chimes. Capping everything are the two massive stainless steel sculptures
created by Sean Quinn, the headteacher,
a Man Running and a Kite Hyer. The Garden will undoubtedly be the centre of
attraction for the young Russian pupils from Chernobyl who will be visiting St
Anneds Sc ho oOurdovershosws semedoiithe ghildren drawing
pictures of the Man Running. We left the photo -shoot uplifted by what this
schoolisac hi eving for its pupils. Well done

Items for the September Edition
To the Editor please by Monday 11" August
John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY.
Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com
In Tahoma 10 if possible
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D e n August Message
I have been reflecting recently on the
Gospel (13:1-9, 18-23). The potential within each one of us to scatter seed in
good soil, giving it the opportunity to grow and develop, is a wonderfully
exciting part of the Gospel. We may never know the impact that sharing our
faith might have on those around us i but it is clear that we E =
have a responsibility to make sure that we share our faith in =
some way. We could all perhaps look to people in our own
lives who were influential because they were faithful at
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with us i which has
enabled us to be the people that we are today. Archbishop
Oscar Romero, Catholic priest in San Salvador, who was
assassinated in 1980 for refusing to betray his beliefs and love
for humankind, shares these poignant words with us:

dt helps now and then to step back and take the long view. The kingdom is

not only beyond our efforts. It is even beyond our vis fon. We accomplish in
our /i fetime only a tiny fraction of
work. Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the
kingdom always lies beyond us. No statement says all that could be said, no
prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession brings perfection, no pastoral
visit brings wholeness. No pr ogr am accompl i sheMosat he
of goals and objectives includes everything.

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds akeady planted,
knowing that they hold future promise. We lay the foundations that will need
further development. We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our
capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is sense of liberation in realising that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. It may be incomplete,

but it is a beginning, a step along the way,an oppor tunity for t
to enter and do the rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the
difference between the master builder and the worker. We are workers, not
masters builders, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our

own.o6

We might never see the harvest that we have sown being reaped, but will we
be faithful in sowing the seeds, knowing that God does the rest of the work?
Your servant ~ Revd Den Harding
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St Ma r y 6-SAugMst 20D8& r s

Last month was a momentous month for St Mary 6 s
and for our curate Maria. In the last edition of Focal

Point Ann wrote aboutstdkaatthe n P
launch of our Living Stones Appeal. The launch of
was itself a momentous occa
have stepped out in faith that God will bless our
appeal to help restore our beautiful building and to

enable us to reach out into our commu nity, to share

the Good News that our living God loves every member of the community and

would love them to get to know Him better. Over the last few weeks the
treasurer of the appeal has been banking money and receiving pledges as
people generously give to the Living Stones appeal. In the coming months

there will be opportunities for all to give and take part in fund raising and

social events. We will also be holding prayer breakfasts to pray for the
success of the appeal. Watch this space for dates!

The 28" June was a momentous day for Maria. It was her ordination as Priest

at Bristol Cathedral, and a coach full of people from Warmley, Bitton and

Syston supported Maria by attending the ceremony and enjoying the uplifting

service of ordination and communion. The next Sunday morning Maria
celebrated her first Holy Communion service as Priest at Bitton. Some of her

friends from all over the world joined us and Maria obviously really enjoyed

the special occasion. We r e and tegp fatlp p r e «
and look forward to carrying on working with her and learning from each

other over the next few months/years. Maria celebrated Holy Communion

again at our end of term House Communion, held at David and Stephanie

Bai |l ey6s hou skdéom(theioamazing teavels)b & was very moving
remembering Jesusd sacrifice, whil e sh
inti mate setting of someonebs sitting r

Last Saturday a BBQ was held to say a big thankyou to our hard -working
sidespersors for all they do to ensure that our services run smoothly. For
those who coul dnot ma k e i-tbgethemseod.lIflyoua r r a
feel you could contribute to our services by being a sidesperson, please see
myself or Ann.

Have a good summerbreak and come back refreshed
sure God has momentous plans for wus at

Liz Midgley Church Warden



AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES
August 2008

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church
Elderi Muriel Williams
01177 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services

July 6 Mr B Saunders
July 13 No Service

July 20 Mr M Davey
July 27 Mr G Wood

You are all most welcome to join us
at our services at Upton Cheyney Church

Bitton Methodist Churc

Minister i The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QHi 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretaryi Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA 0117 967 1073

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services

August 3 Deacon Gary Hoare

August 10 Reva David Hardy

August 17 Mrs Pat Lansdale

August 24 Communion Service Revdéd Den Har
August 31 United Service (6pm) Hanham

We would like to thank everyone for the ir support at our July Charity
Coffee Morning when we raised £500.







