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Focal Point ~ August 2008

Support Your Village Fete ~ Dazzling Events to Include
Chil drends Fancyl Danceghby MdaaienHokey Display deam
Live Music by Ol dland Brass Band ~ Gund
Chi | dr e n 6 sitioA+ $kittlE€so-mBoees ~ Coconut Shy ~ Church Tours
Art Exhibition ~ Cream Teas ~ Ice Creams ~ All-Day Barbeque & Licensed Bar

Stalls
Plants and Produce ~ Cakes ~ Balloons ~ Bottles ~ Books ~ White Elephant
Grand Prize Draw ~ Star Prizes
On e D a ydingandDedorating Labour, Value £200,
Donated by Reputable Lpcal Building Company
£85 Voucher for Thermae Bath Spa

and

Much, Much, More
(See Main Fete Advert i Page 10)

Cover Picture
Focal Point was recently invintOkldhdtoo Vv i s
view the exciting Sensory Garden that the Head Teacher, Staff, Parents and
Children have been developing. It was a real eye-opener. There were walls
made from bricks coloured with ¢ h i | ddraeimg$, sames, and designs;
flower and vegetable plots, totem poles, outdoor-mobiles with melodic
chimes. Capping everything are the two massive stainless steel sculptures
created by Sean Quinn, the headteacher,
a Man Running and a Kite Flyer. The Garden will undoubtedly be the centre of
attraction for the young Russian pupils from Chernobyl who will be visiting St
Anneds Sc h o oOurdover showd seme dfuhe ghildren drawing
pictures of the Man Running. We left the photo-shoot uplifted by what this
schoolisac hi eving for its pupils. Well done

Items for the September Edition
To the Editor please by Monday 11™ August
John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY.
Email: john70qgailes@btinternet.com
In Tahoma 10 if possible

1


mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com

D e n August Message
I have been reflecting recently on the
Gospel (13:1-9, 18-23). The potential within each one of us to scatter seed in
good soil, giving it the opportunity to grow and develop, is a wonderfully
exciting part of the Gospel. We may never know the impact that sharing our
faith might have on those around us i but it is clear that we E =
have a responsibility to make sure that we share our faith in =
some way. We could all perhaps look to people in our own
lives who were influential because they were faithful at
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with us 7 which has
enabled us to be the people that we are today. Archbishop
Oscar Romero, Catholic priest in San Salvador, who was
assassinated in 1980 for refusing to betray his beliefs and love
for humankind, shares these poignant words with us:

dt helps now and then to step back and take the long view. The kingdom is

not only beyond our efforts. It /s even beyond our vision. We accomplish in
our /i fetime only a tiny fraction of
work. Nothing we do is complete, which /s another way of saying that the
kingdom always lies beyond us. No statement says all that could be said, no
prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession brings perfection, no pastoral
visit brings wholeness. No pr ogr am accompl i sheNoset he
of goals and objectives includes everything.

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds already planted,
knowing that they hold future promise. We lay the foundations that will need
further development. We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our
capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is sense of liberation in realising that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. It may be incomplete,
but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an oppor t unity for t
to enter and do the rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the
difference between the master builder and the worker. We are workers, not
masters builders, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our

own.o6

We might never see the harvest that we have sown being reaped, but will we
be faithful in sowing the seeds, knowing that God does the rest of the work?
Your servant ~ Revd Den Harding
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St Ma r y 6-sAudust 20D8 r s

Last month was a momentous month for St Mary 6 s

and for our curate Maria. In the last edition of Focal
Point Ann wr ot e abouts tdikaat the
launch of our Living Stones Appeal. The launch of

have stepped out in faith that God will bless our
appeal to help restore our beautiful building and to
enable us to reach out into our community, to share
the Good News that our living God loves every member of the community and
would love them to get to know Him better. Over the last few weeks the
treasurer of the appeal has been banking money and receiving pledges as
people generously give to the Living Stones appeal. In the coming months
there will be opportunities for all to give and take part in fund raising and
social events. We will also be holding prayer breakfasts to pray for the
success of the appeal. Watch this space for dates!

The 28™ June was a momentous day for Maria. It was her ordination as Priest
at Bristol Cathedral, and a coach full of people from Warmley, Bitton and
Syston supported Maria by attending the ceremony and enjoying the uplifting
service of ordination and communion. The next Sunday morning Maria
celebrated her first Holy Communion service as Priest at Bitton. Some of her
friends from all over the world joined us and Maria obviously really enjoyed

n

was itself a momentous oCcC

P

ca

the special occasion. We r e ant tegp fatlp p r e ¢

and look forward to carrying on working with her and learning from each
other over the next few months/years. Maria celebrated Holy Communion
again at our end of term House Communion, held at David and Stephanie
Bai |l ey6s hou skdrom ther amafing wavels)h dtavas very moving
remembering Jesusd sacrifice, whi | e
inti mate setting of someonebs sitti

Last Saturday a BBQ was held to say a big thank-you to our hard-working
sidespersons for all they do to ensure that our services run smoothly. For

s h

ng r

those who coul dnot ma k e i-tbgethemseod.| I youa r r a

feel you could contribute to our services by being a sidesperson, please see
myself or Ann.

Have a good summer break and come back refreshed
at

sure God has momentous plans for wus

Liz Midgley Church Warden



AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES
August 2008

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church
Elder 1 Muriel Williams
0117 7 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services

July 6 Mr B Saunders
July 13 No Service

July 20 Mr M Davey
July 27 Mr G Wood

You are all most welcome to join us
at our services at Upton Cheyney Church

Bitton Methodist Church

Minister T The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH i 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary T Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA 7 0117 967 1073

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services

August 3 Deacon Gary Hoare

August 10 Reva David Hardy

August 17 Mrs Pat Lansdale

August 24 Communion Service Revdéd Den Har
August 31 United Service (6pm) Hanham

We would like to thank everyone for their support at our July Charity
Coffee Morning when we raised £500.




St Ma r huch Bitton

Vicar: The Revdédd Canon Pa0117 9573065 e r
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ

Curate: The Revdédd Maria Sheyyhoedsds? on
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX

Lay Mr Ken Gibson, 0117 932 2122

Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH
Dr David Bailey, Westover House, 0117 932 8949
Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT

Church Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868

Wardens: 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP

Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive, 0117 932 6898
Willsbridge, BS30 6UP
Baptism Enquiries: Mrs Jean Gray 0117 967 2964
Marriage and Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar

Services atAughst2008ar y 6 s

Sunday 3 August 10.30 Parish Communion
Sunday 10 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 17 August 10.30 Family Service followed by

the Third Annual Teddy
Bear Tower Jump

Sunday 24 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer

Sunday 31 August 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion

Tea Club Programme at the Methodist Church Hall
Please Note: NO meetings of the Tea Club during August
But the Good News is:
Tuesday 2 September 2.30pm Meet at the High St. home of
Joyce and Eric Cooper for
Reminiscences of Past Times at the Upton Village School
with
Joyce Cooper and Edna Nelmes

&
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Grave Matters in St Maryos
Our small team of dedicated gravestone restorers is now
making real progress and the first section in front of the church
is almost completed. We are hoping to be able to show you the
fruits of our labours at the Summer Fete on September 6™.

Two really interesting stones that we have recently transcribed,
give a hint of the lives of previous residents of Bitton. The first is dated 1799
and is for Robert Baker, who aged 29, died on 24™ January falling out of a
tree at Queen Charlton.

The other is for Hannah Ship who died suddenly, aged 58 on 17™ April 1817.
She was the localmi dwi fe for 30 years and O&ébrou
of 1100 chidr endé, which averages out at 37 b
Joseph Ship who died 34 years later in 1851 and we think her father was
Abraham Long who died in 1794 aged 76 years. There is an amusing ditty
engraved on Hannahds headstone which r ¢

By sudden death [ 6m snatchea

Death scarcely left me time to say

The Lord have mercy on my soul

So absolute is his control

Reflect when thou my grave doth see

The next thatdbs made may be
Bridget Hetzel

Another Date for Your Diary
St Mar y 6 sbongseof Prasadredtival
Sunday 7 September at 6.30pm
The service will include organ and other instrumental music, and singing
by the combined choirs of the Benefice.
Scenes from the life of Mary will be depicted and
the Speaker will be Canon Ray Brazier, Chaplain to the Queen.
This service is for everyone ~ Please note the date
More details in our September Focal Point.




How Many Miles to Bethlehem?
s Far fewer than you might think!

¥ As many of you know, | have a deep and lasting
compassion for the peoples of the Holy Land
regardless of whether they are Israeli, Palestinian,
Arab, Jew, Christian, or Muslim. This compassion
is closely linked to my faith and my doubt as |
struggle, as many of you do, to answer the
question Christ put to Peter: 6 Wb do you say that
I am?6And | have found answers to this question on my journeys to Palestine,
Israel and Gaza. There is nothing on earth quite like it, nowhere on earth
more complex, no where on earth more moving, wherever you think you are
on your spiritual journey,

You are invited to consider joining an intrepid band of voyagers as

we travel to the Holy Land in November 2009...Yes,  2009! Nothing
like planning ahead! This voyage in the footsteps of Christ is for
EVERYONE, whether you come to church three times a week and twice on
Sundays, or have never set foot in a church and wonder what the fuss

is all about.

Over the course of 9 days we will experience the hospitality, courage and
welcome of a huge variety of people from each of the three great faiths of
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. We will walk /iterally in the footsteps of Christ
on Roman steps and underground Roman roads, and less literally as we peer
through modern eyes at ancient stones as through a glass darkly, wondering
who this Jesus was, and is for us today.

We will sail on the Sea of Galilee, sing in the Grotto at Bethlehem, meet with
peace-makers and workers for social justice, and eat dates fresh from a tree
in Jericho. We will ascend the heights of Masada, and descend to swim in the
Dead Sea.....If you want to find out more, join me for refreshments, a
presentation and full details at:

Warmley : StBarnabas Church Thursday 4th September 7.30pm

Bitton % ady Ghapely d\&ed . COthuSept. A.30pm

You are welcome at either session or both! A follow-up session may be
planned for later in September. So, i f these dates
know.

Rev. Maria Shepherdson
(1t sounds like the trip of a lifetime. Book early to avoid disappointment. Ed.)
7
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Gardening in August with Rob Allen

Once again our summer weather has been main headline news, and the latest
forecasts suggest that we G&sammer amadrok of
us. But weobr e Brit i sehwouddr weenlietwithoue ouma n d
unpredictable weather? Any way, what do these forec
been wrong before. Fingers crossed that this proves to be the case again.
Certainly, everythingds been growing at

Of course, August is holiday time for many of us, but in the gardening world

there is plenty to do and enjoy. This is the month for all the local Flower
Shows, so take time out to enjoy one or t
great fun and the organisers who work so hard to put these shows on deserve

our support.

In the garden one of the best show stoppers will be the dahlias, backed by a
border of canna lilies. The effect is quite stunning. Your fuchsias, Japanese
anemones and phygelius (cape figwort) should all be looking good by now. On
the vegetable plot i tods harvesting ti
rewards of all that hard work. French and runner beans, lettuce, beetroot,
turnips, courgettes, marrows and the first tomatoes, will all be ready to enjoy.
Similarly in the fruit garden you can be harvesting all oy

those exotic fruits such as loganberries, apricots,
early apples and nectarines to name a few.

Of course there are many jobs still to do in the
flower garden, including trimming back your
lavenders, collecting seeds from certain plants and making time to take
cuttings from tender perennials such as fuchsias, or pelargoniums. Other
important August jobs include:

* Putting in new strawberry plants

* Keeping hedges trimmed and pruning rambling roses.

* |If the sun does come out to play, checking and watering containers

and topping up ponds.
Lastly, those of you who want guaranteed hot Saturdays this month,
remember the new football season kicks off on August 9th.

Good gardening, fine weather and best wishes from
Rob and the Staff at Chief Trading Post



StMar yo6s FIliocAugust20B80 t a
Friday  August 1 Wedding Elizabeth Freestone
Friday  August 8 Wedding
Saturday August 9 Wedding
Saturday August 16 Wedding
Saturday August 23 Ann Willis
Saturday August 30 Helen Pugsley

Photo by Sandie Mackie

1908~~2008

Centenary of Great Literary Landmark

In August 1908 Kenneth Grahame published Wind in the Willows, a chil dr e n 6 s
story, much loved by adults, featuring a small group of animals with very
human characteristics who lived on the River Bank not far from the terrifying
wild - Wild - Wood. It was a splendid mixture of adventure, morality,
camaraderie and mysticism, centred around Rat, Mole, Badger, Toad and their
friends - not forgetting their implacable enemies, the stoats and the weasels.
No book-shelf should be without a copy. Various editions of the book, some
with quite exquisite illustrations, have been on sale ever since. A.A. Milne
adapted part of the story into, 7oad of Toad Hall, a play which is still staged
in theatres across the world. In 2002, Mr Toad was voted 38™ in a survey of
the 400 best characters in fictioné conducted by Book Magazine. Kenneth
Grahame made a fortune from Wind in the Willows and quickly retired to a
Thames-side house where he spent the rest of his life following, what Rat
considered to be, the only perfectly satisfactory occupation:

6Si mply messing about in B
From
The Parish Register ~ July 2008
Wedding

Alex Brown to Siobhan Finch ~ Saturday 5" July




St Maryds Fete

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!

St Maryodés Church Fet
Pl ans are well under waad/Cormintunity St .
Fete which is to be held in the field alongside the Church on:

Saturday 6™ September at 2pm
The Fete Theme this year is:
6Storybook Characterso

Plenty of scope for your exotic fancy dress costumes and hats!

If you would like to help out, or contribute in any way, please contact:
CHERYL WRIGHT on 9328490
or speak to a member of the committee:
Nicola Bennetts Angela Carlton-Porter ~ Sarah Craddock
Jacqui Harris
Sarah & Jim Heavens Helen Pugsley Roger Tilley Ann & Bob Willis

In particular we need
Books
Bottles

Contributions of local plants and produce
Raffle ticket sellers
Tombola prizes
White Elephant items
Volunteers to help with manning the many stalls and attractions

Volunteers to help set up and clear away on the day
ALL OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE WILL BE MOST WELCOME

Support Your Fete

Thank you i Cheryl Wright
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Dazzling Fete Events to Include
Chil drends Fancyi Dancegby MdaoierHokey Display deam
Live Music by Ol dland Brass Band -~
Chi | siArt€aompetition ~ Skittles ~ Boules ~ Coconut Shy ~ Church Tours
Art Exhibition ~ Cream Teas ~ Ice Creams ~ All-Day Barbeque & Licensed Bar

Stalls

Plants and Produce ~ Cakes ~ Balloons ~ Bottles ~ Books ~ White Elephant

Grand Prize Draw ~ Star Prizes

One Day6s BDedoratohg Lakpur,avaluwk £200
donated by reputable Building Company.
£85 Voucher for Thermae Bath Spa

Much, Much, More

Guno

Puzzle Corner
Only 2 replies to our July mouth-watering cryptic puzzle on Chocolate Bars
and Biscuits: Chrissie Cullimore (19 correct) and Pamela Mann. (17 correct),
S0 No prizes winging their way this month. Bad luck ladies.

The answers to the July quiz were:
Chocolate Bars: Aero, Twix, Mars, Fruit and Nut, Bounty, Crunchy, Milky Way,
Kit-Kat, Snickers, Galaxy.
Biscuits: Rich Tea, Shortbread, Bourbon, Morning Coffee, Garibaldi, Penguin,
Ginger Nuts, Hob Nobs, Digestive, Custard Creams.

Apologies to C. Weeks who won the June Quiz. If you would contact me with
your address on 932 2164 | shall forward your prize forthwith. (Editor)

August Quiz

All anagrams of famous composers
1. regal 11. siroins
2. vonethebe 12. sliibsue
3. diver 13. betzi
4. smabhr 14. dahlen
5. taskvirnsy 15. drivetomen
6. livvida 16. zortam
7. susarts 17. gnawer
8. cuipinc 18. dhyna
9. sybudes 19. brushcet
10. healrm 20. Sullied
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News from OumBitton Village Residents AssociatigBVRA)
Did you know there are evening buses to and from Bitton , Bath, Bristol
and the Leisure Centre at Longwell Green? Use them or lose them
comes to mind, so no excuses for not venturing out for a bit of fun after 8pm.
Below we give you the timetables, but before that we need your help.

First of all, is there anyone reading this who has knowledge or contacts with a
bank? We are trying to get a free cash machine installed in the village and
would welcome any help you can offer.

Also can anyone help with this? Andrew our chairman hates litter

and generously picks it up to and from the village shop every

day. Now he has inspired us, and just about everyone on the
committee has been picking up litter around the village 7
fortunately there i sthoaght howhbailiantmu c F
it would be if everyone picked up the litter outside their front

gate, then Bitton would be litter free, and what with the flowers, our village

would be even more beautiful.

Now for those bus timetables

Bus 632 Bitton to Longwell Green return
Bitton to Long/Green Long/Green to Bitton
20.02 20.11 20.14 20.23
21.02 21.11 21.14 21.23
22.02 22.11 22.14 22.23
23.02 23.11 23.14 23.23
Bus 44A from Longwell Green to Bristol return
Long/Green to Bristol Bristol to Long/Green
20.13 20.41 20.18 20.48
21.19 21.41 21.18 21.48
22.13 22.41 22.18 22.48
23.18 23.48
Bus 632 Bitton to Bath return
Bitton to Bath Bath to Bitton
20.23 20.40 20.45 21.02
21.23 21.40 21.45 22.02
22.23 22.40 22.45 23.02
23.23 23.40

12



One last thing. We are now definitely able to show
films in the village, so Flicks in the Sticks will be up and
running in October. Watch this space for dates and
programmes. Anyone who is a film buff, we need your
expertise; anyone who would like to help and be part
of the team, we need you too! Just contact me.

Bridget Hetzel
0117 932 9939

Hello and Farewell ~ Some Changes to our Focal Point Team

In the next month or so we shall be saying farewell to some of our Focal Point
stalwarts, people who have helped to nurture our Magazine over the years.

In terms of 6l ength of s er vlacreed Perrgitr i d e
who has been responsible for organising the distribution of Focal Point for

over 20 years! With the help of her intrepid band of foot-sloggers, who brave

the elements to deliver your copy on time, Maureen has taken on what many

people would consider a vital but thankless task with cheerful efficiency. Many

thanks Maureen, and good luck to Pearl Evans who has volunteered (!) to

take over as distribution organiser from September.

A special word of thanks to Geoff Mackay who followed his marathon stint as
Editor by taking over as our Advertising Co-ordinator, a job which he
previously combined with his editing duties. He also took on the unenviable
task of holding my hand while | came to grips with the complexities of
producing a monthly magazine. Talk about multi-tasking! Geoff will be
handing over his advertising role to Sarah Heavens from October, and | know
he will do everything possible to brief Sarah thoroughly before then. Many
thanks Geoff for all your FP work over the years (and that goes for Sandie
who has given you such stalwart support), and a big welcome to Sarah.

Finally, a big thank-you to Tony Bolton (another former FP joint-editor) who
has agreed to join our distinguished band of printers as they grapple with the
intricacies of the new all singing - all dancing machine. Finally-finally, a big
welcome back to Paul Wigmore, still camping out in Bath with Barbara after
their devastating house fire, who has resumed his FP work as adverts
designer and front cover photographer, and an equally big thank-you to Peter
Moffitt wh o has produced such excellent co
absence. It goes without saying that my gratitude extends to all the other FP
supporters who continue to help in the production of our Parish~Community
magazine. (Editor)
13



Wimbledon Wafflings
We have been holowndaynity,nDgvon, and eoed@esto join
in the euphoria of cousins who invited us to dinner one evening. They had
been to Wembley to witness the rightful return of their home team, Exeter
City, to League football (albeit to the lowest rung) by beating Cambridge
United. Alas and alack no such happy endings for Rovers and City or even the
editordés Cardiff City. (see June artioc

Devon was wonderfully wet and we came home to our billet
on Sunday after a Dartmoor hike soaked to the skin. Federer
was on the television, two sets down to Nadal in the
Wi mbl edon menés final. Any of vy
fight back to two sets all, only to lose on a tie break in the
: fifth set at about 9 pm, must have shared with us the feeling
that we had seen one of the great moments, not just in tennis , but in the
realms of sport.

Strange as my mind is, | began to see parallels between the Bible, the
Anglican Church and tennis. | was in a mellow mood - we were drinking a fine
Argentinean Malbec. I am probably not alone in thinking that the amplified
grunts of many of the players, (Nadal in the final, Sharapova in the earlier
rounds) resemble rutting stags and shrieking hyenas. Why do they do it?
Perhaps the answer lies in Joshua 6, 20: fiSo the people shouted and the
trumpets were blown...... and the wall fell down flat, so the people charged
straight ahead into the city and captur
was sufficient to overcome the defenders of Jericho. Maybe tennis players feel
that the more noise they make the more successful they will be. James Hogg
(1770-1 8 39) sai d, AiTennis is a vain, idl e
much of the |l anguage of the accursed go

The parallel with the Church of England occurred to me when the LTA
hierarchy arranged for Venus Williams, the defending Ladies champion, to

play on Court No. 3T somet hing no mendés champi on
do. The perceived sexism had echoes of the current objections to the
acceptance of women bishops by many in the male dominated hierarchy of

the C of E.

In both arenas we must move beyond the mindset of John Newcombe who
remarkedt hat , fAAt Wi mbledon the | adies are

Rovi Retsoc
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Hats Off to Bitton W.I

The sun has got its hat oné. . or

time you read this.
, We had a fascinating talk and demonstration from Glynnis

Tyrrell who has a business making bespoke hats i her latest
career after starting out in life with the Doyle Carte Company singing Gilbert
and Sullivan. She arrived with a bewildering array of hat boxes and began by
giving us a long list of names for particular kinds of hats from beret and
boater to top hat and turban; an exhaustive list.

Then we sat up straight for the hat history lesson. We were taken from the
Ancient Greek O6Pestasosd hat through 1t
bonnet and t hefasimtobe mperanpove]. Do yol
get the word millinery from? Apparently, 16" century Italy was the centre for

hats, and haberdashers imported their materials from there and were called

OMi |l anersé, which was subsequently char
spelling. In the Second World War there was no time for fripperies like hats,

but heads needed protection from working in factories and on the land. This

led to the popularity of the headscarf. Hermes of Paris epitomises the best of

these and we all recognise the continuing use of them by our own queen.

And do you remember those beehive hair
hats went out of fashion at this time as hair was making the statement and
squashing any elaborate coiffure was not to be contemplated. It took
Princess Dianainthe 806 s and 906s to revive hats
us to mark special occasions. Glynnis then took us through another exhaustive
l'ist, this time, of hat sayings includi

The second part of the presentation was a glittering selection of her own
handmade and bespoke creations, made f
is natural and comes from the bark of a tree related to the banana plant. We

all recognised the airy and gauzy effect of this material and were impressed

by the wonderful array and subtlety of the colour combinations and styles.

She also runs workshops for making them which some of our members will be

taking up.

Finally, with the assistance of her mirror, we were invited to try on her
creations. We were instantly transformed into glamorous creatures worthy of
Ascot. So hats off to Glynnis!
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when keen observers will notice our esteemed members walking

I n August our usual meeting gﬁers way
s e

to and from selected homes in the village having one course
and wine in each and ending
desserts, coffee and more wine. Please be kind if any us are
spotted worse for wear or disorientated.

¢

n

St

August Recipe ~ Quick Beany Bake

SERVES 2-4
1 tbsp olive oil 2259g/80z can drained sweetcorn  4-6 slices of bread
1 onion, peeled & chopped 2259g/80z can drained kidney or mixed beans

225¢g/80z can baked beans 125g/40z grated cheese

+ Heat the oil in a medium pan. Add the onion and cook, covered,
for about 10 minutes until it has softened.

+ Add the canned ingredients & cook gently until everything is hot.

+ Heat the grill. Transfer the mixture to a shallow heatproof dish.

Roughly tear the slices of bread over the top then cover with the
grated cheese.

+ Grill for about 10 minutes, or until the cheese is melted & golden
brown. Serve at once.
+ Grill for about 10 minutes, or until the cheese is melted & golden

brown. Serve at once.

Gabriel Frankcom
email: gay.gabriel@talktalk.net

Competition News for Budding Young Artists
We are looking for the best drawing or painting on a Summer Holiday theme,
by anyone living in the Parish between the ages of 5 and 16.
. The winning picture wild.l be |f
L /=3 Church for a few months before being returned to the young
Q\/ artist. If suitable it might also be used, in reduced format, as
t he front cover of Focal Poi
maximum size of entries should be 30cms x 20cms and should be forwarded
to the editor, by Monday 11 ™ August at:
The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY (not folded)
or Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com
Please include name, age, and address, telephone number.
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Poetry Corner

Poetry Corner has been a regular feature of Focal Point for almost a year, with
contributions from poets in Canada, Colchester, Upminster(Essex), Bristol, and
Bitton. Poetry has never been more popular, and is now being written and
read by people of all ages and all backgrounds. It is no longer the preserve of
the intellectual elite, and poetry readings are now held in pubs, clubs, open air
parks, factories and even in prisons. | suspect that many of our readers have
tried their hand at this most satisfying form of writing at sometime in their
lives.
Why not see your poems in print?
We would be delighted to include them in Focal Point.

Here are two more contrasting poems; the first, topical, reflective, perceptive
and quietly satirical.....the second a nonsense piece whose sole purpose is to
make you smile.....both written by members of the Focal Point team.

Letter to Sir John Betjeman: A Bath Teashop

The inglenook is redolent of dealers now,

the shop you used to know is dead and gone.
The décor is emphatically artistic now,

with watercolours signed 'Augustus John'.

The tinkle of the teacups has become the bleat
of mobiles taking calls from other lands,

the antics of the couple in the window seat,

a touch more in-yer-face than holding hands.

So John, if ever you are drifting down this way
youol |l migss tthladg tdhidm 6t
the tea shop isndt doi
and, unlike you, the crooks are still alive.

Paul Wigmore

i te

qu
ng tea
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The Terrible Tale of Percy Parr

This is the tale of Percy Parr,

who almost killed his Grandmama.

They say that on the night in question,

the poor old trout had indigestion,

and Percy, hearing burps volcanic,

approached her in a state of panic.

A Rennie might have done the trick,

instead he hit her with a brick.

AThat 6s bound Pteor csyh isfati di,t

not thinking that she might be dead,

and tired from his vexatious labours,

fell fast asleep while watching,
But Grandmama, a tough old bird,
awoke when Percybd
A never | iked hi
his eyes was much too far apart,
but now heds gone and spoil ed m
and left me bleeding like a pig,

itdéds time to set the record str;
itdéds time that Percy met his f af
So while he slept, she shaved his head,
bal der t hanmm,theybaidp y
and on the stubble she tattooed

some verses that were very rude.

And from that day, when he went out,
the kids would read his bonce and shout,

AThere goes the 6ead of Percy
what tried to kildl his grandmami
The dear old soul is now departed,

and Percy Parr is broken hearted,

for though he tried to please and praise her,

she never left him her erasure.

He pleaded but she would not bend,

and kept it with her to the end.

So now beneath his skinhead shave,

arescars hedll carry to the grave
There is a moral to this tale,

please memorise it without fail.

I f grannyds ever feeling sick,
dondt try to cure her with a bri
John J Evans

S snores she hi
m from the stal

s bu

(@}
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Bitton Mountaineers Brave the Pyrenees

Three Men in the Pyrenees
The unlikely sequel to 60Three M

So it was decided. The three of us would trek the high route —
in the Pyrenees - Lescun to Gavarnie i should take about [ At ey —

eight days. Leaving enough time for accidents, transport X ~

. a 2
snafus and a large celebratory di nner at th em.- -
ten. Baz, former Commando and veteran of such missions; ;
Mark, 60 year old sybarite, and I, ex-athlete of monumental
laziness form the Bitton Alpine Club, set about our business. Lists are made,
equipment gathered or purchased, rations stowed, flights booked.

Baz, of course, has all the kit and shed-loads of experience. Mark has
previously walked the é6Caminod pilgrim
(By-the-by, the Camino consisted of walking not trekking, and resting in a
succession of four star paradores. He was in for a rude shock.) I dug out my

old Air Force boots which were singularly ill suited for purpose. The internet

was consulted and suitable equipments found.

To the airport and the Easyjet desk where we are met with the surly
indifference that only a young girl who is obviously deeply dissatisfied with her
job can provide. Imagine our wrath at finding that there is no booking for us
to Pau. Feel our embarrassed contrition as we realize we are flying Ryan Air
and are at the wrong check-in desk!

Let us draw a veil oveirntNaziepi 6jodet odo
course!) who made us un-pack and re-pack our rucksacks (bergens as we
military types like to call them) and who subsequently caused Baz to try to

take his tent through security. The anti-terror alerts and subsequent high

blood pressure are best forgotten.

At last we are in Pau at dead of night but, because of the Amateur Tour de
France cycle race, there are no rooms to be had anywhere and we have to
find a place in Lourdes. This of course is in the wrong direction for the
starting-off point of our trek. No matter, the taxi driver offers us Armagnac
from the hip flask in his glove box, and a considered discussion follows on the
therapeuticqual i ti es of this nectar and the e
of Cognac. In the end the kind offer is refused as Baz and | have taken the
pledge for the duration and only pure mountain water shall pass our lips.
(Now that really is a challenge. Ed) Mark is keeping his own counsel on this
but shows solidarity for the moment.
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Lourdes has more hotel rooms than any other French city outside Paris to
cater for the constant flow of faithful, or credulous pilgrims, depending on
your point of view. Our room is basic T a double and a sofa. Mark and | share;
this is the catalyst for the kind of ribald humour to which groups of men are
prone, particularly if they are puerile ex-servicemen. Baz takes the sofa
without bed linen and starts as he means to go on in his sleeping bag. Only
for sleeping that is 7 clearly he is not going to trek in his sleeping bag like
some mountain sack race.

The next day up and away to retrace our steps back to Pau and from there by
bus to the jumping off point in the Urdos valley. The walk through Lourdes is
best undertaken quickly neither looking left nor right so to avoid being
distracted by Marian statues, tea cloths, key rings, carpet slippers, coffee pots
et al. Not many Huguenots in Lourdes | feel!

We arrive at the drop off point. The weather has closed in and is now
shrouding the mountains in low cloud, fog, mist and showers,
either singly or as a job lot. Eight kilometres of rising tarmac
take us through Lescun and a further four to five kilometres we
make camp and settle in for the first night under canvas 1
more properly under man-made polymer fibre tested to be
water - resistant to 3 meters of water per square centimetre or
some such. Well |l etds hope it i WoQrage
the French tell us with seemingly malicious delight.
To be continued next Month
Robin Ward

Support Your Village Fete ~ Dazzling Events to Include
Childrends Fancyi Dancenghy MdaoierHokey Display deam

Live Music by Oldland Brass Band ~ Gundog Trial Display ~ Chi | dr

Childrendés Art Competition ~ Skittle

Art Exhibition ~ Cream Teas ~ Ice Creams ~ All-Day Barbeque & Licensed Bar
Stalls

Plants and Produce ~ Cakes ~ Balloons ~ Bottles ~ Books ~ White Elephant
Grand Prize Draw ~ Star Prizes
One Daydés Building and Decoratin
by reputable Building Company
£85 Voucher for Thermae Bath Spa

and
Much, Much, More
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