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Front Cover
Living as we do in a particularly lovely rural area of the South West, it is easy

f

to forget that for centuries our major

active and prosperous ports, and that sea-faring provided employment for
thousands of its citizens. So, as a change from our usual front cover pictures,
we are featuring a black and white photograph by Charles Rayner which may
remind us of our ocean going heritage. Incidentally, Charles who sadly died a

fewyearsago, was Anne Boulton"s father.

For over 40 vyears Charles, who lived locally, was a keen amateur
photographer and an active member of the Bristol Photographic Society.
Although initially specialising in family and landscape photographs, in the early
years after the 2" World War he turned his attention to boats and boating, a
pastime which was to involve Charles and his family for many years. He
progressed inexorably from a small converted life-boat, which he sailed on the
Avon near Keynsham, to bigger and better sea-going sailing cruisers in the
Bristol Channel. From his moorings at Pill, Charles, his family and friends were
regular visitors to the small harbour inlets along the South Wales, Somerset
and Devon coasts, and frequent competitors in Bristol Channel regattas It
proved to be a hobby that matched perfectly with his love of photography.
More of his work can be seen in the ,Artists of Bitton" feature in the ,Welcome

to St. Mary“s Church" websit e exampesaf e

the work another local artist, Jane Bisby. (See , What Tal ent! *®
this month"s Focal Point).

2

y
0



Paul s Ju#+ | Havke\sverdgaed My Na me
Dear Friends,

Of all the chilling things written in the recent Ryan report, which catalogued

the abuse of children in Church institutions in Ireland, the above quote I
found most heart-r endi ng. , 1 have never
what one victim told the abuse commission. The children had
been shouted at and beaten as though they were objects,
robbed of their identity. No name allowed!

It chimes in with an item heard recently on radio which
suggested that for a large number of children in Britain today,

the only words they hear from a
Don*"t do thatrne Gredw!dowindyheyour bedroo
corridors!™ Direction is required at t
children, asking them how they feel or what they think, affirming and
respecting their identity?

When Mary Magdalene failed initially to recognise Jesus in the Easter garden,
it was his use of her name that filled her heart with joy and enabled her to
think the unthinkable — that Jesus was alive!

Research suggests that what prompts people to start coming to Church is the
desire to belong. Believing is important, but faith becomes much more
possible and likely when there is a safe place in which to belong. The desire to
belong is an unstated belief that God wants us to be part of wholesome and
integrated communities, however far or near we are on the road to faith.

In all three of our benefice churches there are encouraging signs that we are

ready to reach out to newcomer s, t hat
attitude, that we want to respect everyone in the community, believers or
unbel i ever s, that God"s grace is univer

recognise and call each other by name.

When this happens, like Mary Magdalene, we may dare to hope that Jesus is
alive! May it be so!

With Every Good Wish
Paul Denyer



AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES

lUpton Cheyney United Reformed Church|
Elder T Muriel Williams
0117 — 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services for ~ July 2009

5 July Mr B. Saunders
12 July Mr G. Wood

19 July No Service

26 July Mr K. Gibson

Bitton Methodist Church|

Minister 1 The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH — 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary 1 Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA — 0117 967 1073
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for July 2009

Sunday 5 July United service at Unity Oldland Common

Sunday 12 July Communion Service Rev Den Harding

Sunday 19 July Mrs Chris Perkins

Sunday 26 July Mrs Gwyneth Dean

ISt Ma r YHurch Bitton|

Vicar: The Rev*®d Canon HRaUIS7 P&Sny er
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 51]

Curate: The Rev*"d Mari a Dhlépb&A42ds on
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX

Lay Mr Ken Gibson, 0117 932 2122

Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH
Dr David Bailey, Westover House, 0117932 8949
Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT



Church: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868

Wardens 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP

Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High St 0117 932 5376
Baptism Mrs Jean Gray 0117 967 2964
Enquiries:
Marriage & Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar

Services at S009Mary"s in

Thursday 2 July 09.30 Celtic Communion
with cake and coffee
Sunday 5 July 10.30 Parish Communion
Sunday 12 July 08.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Sunday Fun Day in the
Church Hall
10.30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 19 July 10.30 Family Service
Sunday 26 July 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer

Tea Club Programme for July 2009

&

Tuesday 7 July 2.30 - 4pm Re-arranged visit of Mr Les
Baker who will reminisce about his life as
a local newspaper reporter

Tuesday 16 July 2.30—-4pm  Re-arranged visit of Mrs
Marlene Gallop who will tell us about her
career as a school nurse.

Please Note: The Tea Club will not meet in August. The next meeting
will be on
Tuesdayl September
when Mrs Elizabeth Blackman is bringing some more of her holiday
slides.




How Many People Does it Take to Write, Produce and Distribute
Focal Point ?
Perhaps this might be a suitable topic for Puzzle Corner. I'm pretty sure the
answers would be wide of the mark, but the actual numbers make interesting
reading.
People providing regular copy for the magazine.

Paul Denyer: Maria Shepherdson: Den Harding: John Evans: Nicola Bennetts:
Angela Dudley-Warde: Muriel Williams: Ann and Bob Willis: Ken & Jill Gibson:
Reg Pullin: Rob Alien: Margaret Wilcox: Gabriel Frankcom: Bridget Hetzel:
Wendy Smale: Cheryl Wright: Liz Midgely: Ivor Coster: Brenda Claxton:
Maureen Perrett: Judith Butson: Paul Wigmore: Andrew Ward.

People who print the magazine and provide other photographic and technical
assistance.
Barry Smale: Paul Wigmore: Bob Willis: Jeff Dando: Tony Boulton: Bob Lynn.

People who look after advertising and financial records
Sarah Heavens: Paul Wigmore: Ann Willis: Jenny Bailey.

People who collate and staple the magazine
Anne Boulton: Maureen Perrett: Jill Gibson: Janet Ivens.

People who distribute the magazine
Pearl Evans: Mary Rivers: Nicola Bennetts: Francis Withers: Anne Boulton:
Michael Feathers: Pam Hacker: Sybil Watts: Edna Nelmes: Trudie Donovan:
Peter Moffitt: Pam Hayes: Jenny Bailey: Mrs Stiggles: Margaret Garlick: Gwen
Roch: Janet Ivens: Wendy Weeks: Joyce Selman: Sue Richards: Liz Midgely:
Mary Smale: Judith Walker: Judith Butson: Brenda Claxton: Anthea Lovell:
Rona Wagstaffe: Jaycinth Baber.

You will notice that quite a few people have several roles. Without double
counting, the grand total of local people involved in bringing Focal Point to
your doorstep every month, or posting them to far away places, is :

55
and knowing my luck with misprints and omissions, I have almost certainly left
out a few names for which I apologise in advance.

On behalf of all our readers, I would like express my sincere appreciation for
the enthusiasm and dedication of everyone involved in what I can only call a
massive community enterprise.

A Grateful Editor



A Reminder!
I f the magazine arrives wearly erfeamyg
Teas will be served on Sunday 28 June at 8 Church Road between 3 and 5,
with proceeds to the Home Farm Trust.

Ken and Jill Gibson

Summerti me Cream Teas at St
Every Sunday during July and August, except July 12", St Mar y " s
be open for Cream Teas, a Book Sale and the Sale of Phoenix Cards. On July
12" the Cream Tea event will be held in Church Farm, Bitton, the home of
Bridget and Martin Hetzel.

A great opportunity to relax, contemplate, read, or just chat

in beautiful and tranquil surroundings

St  Mahuych ~ Flower Rosta ~ July 2009

4 July Jean Blake

11 July Wedding

18 July Jean Hook

25 July Sandie McKay

From
The Parish Register — June ~ July 2009

Marriages

14 June Rachel Freestone to Mathew Hall
Baptisms

Emma Ann Hall
14 June A Daughter to Rachel and Mathew

Our best wishes for the future happiness of Rachel, Mathew & Emma




Bitton Tennis Club Looking for a Wimbledon Winner

UK Record since 1945. By the time this copy reaches you we shall be into
the last stages of Wimbledon week and some of the questions currently
reverberating around the tennis world will have been answered. Will one or
both of the Williams sisters reach the ladies final, or will the
Russians, the Croatians or other players from East Europe, all
complete with ear-piercing grunts and shrieks, dominate the
event which has seen three British winners in the past 53
years. In 1961 Angela Mortimer beat Christine Truman; in
1969 Ann Jones beat the reigning champion, Billie Jean King, in a three set
match; in 1977 Virginia Wade, after a series of near misses, finally took the
title with a two set win over Betty Stover of the Netherlands. If that looks like
a poor record, compare it with the Men
Mike Sangster, Tony and Buster Motram, Roger Taylor, John Lloyd, Greg
Rusedski and Tim Henman have all kept us biting our nails, you have to go
back well over half a century before you can find a British winner; Fred Perry
who won the title in 1934, 1935 and 1936.

Can Andy Reverse the Trend? Back to the tantalising questions. Will Roger
Federer add a further Wimbledon title to the five he has already accumulated,

or will he have to wait until 2010 before he has another opportunity of
overtaking Bjorn Bork"s five wins? Wil
him to retain his title? Will he actually compete? Above all, can Andy Murray, a
supremely talented player, now ranked 3 in the world, finally break into

Wi mbl edon"s Hal l of Fame? Andy may no
raw-boned Scottish lad is a world class tennis player who really does offer us

a prospect of a long overdue Wimbledon win. No pressure, Andy!

Superb New Facilities for Bitton Tennis Club. Should Andy win, I can
guarantee that the first class tennis facilities, which are now available to the
Bitton Tennis Club at St Bernard Lovell School, will be overrun with
applications for new members. But you donét have to
Andy performs before you join the Club which meets on Tuesday and

Thursday evenings, with a special beginners coaching session on
Wednesday s at 7pm. Tennis is both a social and an athletic sport. It is not
expensive and it can be played well into middle-old age.

We often complain about lack of sports facilities in our area. You certainly
can"t complain about 't henowemonaridsorstepppor t
For further information contact:

Mike Thorne on 0117-9324748 or <michael.thorne2@yahoo.co.uk>
3k 3k ok 3k ok 3k ok 3k >k ok kook kK ki k ok



|t 6s FeatBittoi me

Donot Mi s s

The Bitton & St HRetar

Saturday 5 ™ September 2009

In the Glebe Field al ongside the Churchyard

The Fete will have a Medieval Theme.

Medievn] Times
Children ~ Adults ~ Animals

are encouraged to come suitably attired
but those wishing to remain in 21 st Century costume

Will Not Be Refused Entry

If you would like to help or to contribute in any way,

please contact :
Cheryl Wright on 0117 9 328490
In particular we need
Books, Bottles, Cakes, Local Plants and Produce
Tombola Prizes, White Elephant Prizes
Raffle Ticket Sellers
Volunteers for Manning
The Gate, Car -Park, Stalls and Attractions,
Judging Competitions,
Setting up and Clearing Away on the day.

All offers of assistance will be gratefully received

y

C



Christian Aid Collection ~ Spring 2009

Thank you!
The house-to-house collection and the Third World lunch together raised
£1,934 and this breaks all previous records. It is a wonderful total and thank
you to all who gave so generously and to those who collected so energetically.
Thanks too to those who were out when the envelopes were collected but
who took the trouble to deliver their gift to the collector or to me. Finally
thank you to those who completed the panel on the flap of the envelope thus
enabling Christian Aid to reclaim the tax thereby adding nearly 30% to your
‘ : donation.

Christian Aid supports partners in nearly sixty countries
hel ping the worl d"s poorest
given to those who need it regardless of race, creed or
colour.  Our gifts do make a difference — giving help and
hope.

Nicola Bennetts

Laugh Along with these Church Bloopers
This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an
egg on the altar.

The Vicar would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him
their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment and
gracious hostility.
OOPS !

Deadline for August Edition
Could you please forward contributions for the August Edition of Focal
Point to me by Monday 13" July, preferably in Tahoma Font 10,
although typewritten, handwritten or telephoned articles, notices,
stories, letters, complaints, poems will always be welcome.
John ] Evans, Editor Focal Point
The Gailes, Brewery Hill, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY
Tel. 0117-9-322164. Email john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Bi tt on Wo me nGive TheimOfficersta Beste

June is the month when the Committee members have an evening off and the
Members organise the evening, so this month found Jill Gibson in the Chair
and Della Nation acting as Secretary.

After the routine business, the entertainment started with three very
entertaining readings by Connie W llia
asked questions about the Bible —e.g. Lot “s wi f e fwatsbyday pi |
and a ball of fire by night! and other such similar renderings

Then Sheila McGrath, who has been researching the History of Bitton for some

time, gave us a very interesting talk about the life of the Revd. Henry Thomas
Ellacombe, who like his son, Henry Nicholson Ellacombe, was the vicar of
Bitton. Their i ncumbe nspread fram 1817 - BPAS y ans
astonishing family connection. Appropriately for the evening we were meeting

in the Village School —nowc al | ed St Ma r-ylilsin 1835 orrlandh  H a
donated by H T Ellacombe who raised the princely sum of £500 from the
village for the purpose.

Next came a progressive Beetle Drive which resulted in much
competitive hilarity and even extended the education of
some who had never played the game before. The

entertainment then concluded with a few songs organised by

our virtuoso, Joyce Cooper, who accompanied herself at the piano.

After all this everyone enjoyed sampling the many and varied goodies that
had been brought for refreshments by the members.

Jean Hook (President) thanked the Members for an enjoyable evening and
drew their attention to the next meeting to be held on Monday 12 July — not
the 5™ as stated in the WI Diary.

Jill Gibson.

A big Thank-you to Jill for writing up this account, and well done to everyone
who helped to raise £178 for the National Stroke Association at the Bitton W.I.
bring-and-buy coffee morning held at Ann Bush's home on Saturday May
30th.

Cheryl Wright
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The Aust Pilgrimage 2009 ~ It Really is Getting Longer

In the early days we wused to say ,eig!
e., Sat-Nav technology, it seems we grossly underestimated and it
sve - is sixteen miles! It sounds an awfully long way from Bristol
, Cathedral to the banks of the Severn, but in the company of
friends, it turns out to be breeze! I guess this is the first way in
which pilgrimage relates to life — on your own it would be a
struggle; with companions (literally
pleasure.

This year the intrepid twelve walkers — it often seems to be that good
apostolic number - were ushered into the Cathedral at 6.45am by Canon
Wendy Wilby who joined us for prayer before the high altar. We declined the

offer of a cup of tea as we needed to get going — past the Hippodrome and
through St Paul"s before climbing to F
their way to bed as well as those setting out to work. By 11am we had
reached the Church of the Holy Family at Patchway after crossing the four

lanes of the A38. Unfortunately I do not possess the charisma of a Moses or a

Joshua to stop the flow of traffic! After welcome refreshment at the Church

we rewarded (?) our hosts with a song.

Over the M5 (practically at a standstill with Bank Holiday weekend traffic) we
descended to the Severn basin for our picnic beside the Bristol-Cardiff railway.

By 3pm, with the sun burning our backs, we had reached Aust. At the end of

the green lane, some turn left for a cup of tea at the Church whilst others turn

right foraswiftpi nt at the Boar“s Head. The wo
informal. We sang some good pilgrimage songs — singing is very much part of
pilgrimage - and heard Wendy Wilby speak. She reminded us that it was St
Augustine, patron and founder of Bristol Cathedral, who walked this route to

meet the Welsh bishops in AD 604.

It was a happy day. You feel tired, but it is a good kind of tiredness. The hot
bath afterwards is the best reward! We had met new friends and deepened
old friendships. To go on pilgrimage is indeed a parable of the good life.
Is it your turn next year? Watch this space!
Paul Denyer

The old Aust crossing The first new crossing

12



St Mavatiers s July 2009

Not every Church has the right to survive. This was the first theme presented

by Andrew Evans when he led a recent morning discussion a t St Mar
entitled ,Moving from Maintenance to M
a stunning Grade 1 listed church, has every reason to survive! Indeed, I feel

at the heart of most villages in England stands a Church, which, if the village

was denuded of its presence, would be a much poorer place.

The Country Church needs a reason to survive. Andrew went on to pose
some important questions. What does the building mean to us as individuals?
How can it become a tool for mission? Can the community use this building?
Is the Church a heritage site or a tool for mission?

We can be proud. It is expected that over the next five years, £925 million
will be spent on the maintenance of our Churches. 70% of this will come from
congregations. We should be so proud, that people are prepared to give so
generously to preserve our heritage. The remaining 30% will come mainly
from grants.

What sort of Christian are you and what sort of Church are you a member of?

This made me sit up. Almost automatically | wanted to andpl vy,
member of a friendly, caring Church!” But Aited threewatagories for

us to think about. Did we fall into a , Nat i o n adtegofyy interasted
mainly in the building; or perhaps an, R A C* hdldingoer,membership as a
precaution against some unforeseen emergency or disaster; or perhaps, deep
down we felt more like a Trade Union where we could mix with like-minded
people?

What is our reason to survive? We need to find our niche. Andrew went on to
state, , i n order for change to take place
hopefully, new beginnings."* When we | c
should we encourage to use the Church? It is the responsibility of the PCC not
to allow this Holy space to be profaned, for it is primarily a place of worship.
But St Mary“s Chur ch, with its |l ong a
become a valuable heritage attraction, and this may well provide its financial
health for the future. But, at the same time, we must continue to look
outwards and to engagewithour Communi ty, so that St
becomes a Living Church. Our hope is that it will be at the heart of the Village,
used and cared for by the whole Community, for another Millennium.

Ann Willis Churchwarden
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Puzzle Corner @@ July 2009

Answers to the June ,Musical Instruments” Cryptic Quiz
Il “m beginning to thi nlgiinglowu tegularicontesants z D «
a hard time. There has been a noticeable reduction in the number of entries,
correct or otherwise, over the past 2 months, with only 5 entries for the June
Quiz: Peter Moffitt, Jon and Pam Heyes, Sandie Mackay, Jan Wookey and Ann
Thorogood. The answers from 1 to 20 were:
Castanet, Flute, Bassoon, Tuba, Zither, Piccolo, Harpsichord, Piano, Drum,
Viol a, Cymbal s, Trumpet, Lyre, Drone
Whistle, Oboe, Recorder, Glockenspiel, Harmonium, Triangle.
Two of iRteguirgrafiswers: Hurdy-Gurdy (for Viola) and Slovenia (for
Triangle) were forwarded to the Royal Academy of Music for a final
adjudication. They accepted Slovenia - a unique organ with 6 manuals,
| ocated in St Micha-ebut'were ihprepared fo addaptat i s
Hurdy-Gurdy asanaccurat e descr i pt i onBadlidckPetar! hor ri d

The June Prize goes to Sandy Mackay

The July Quiz
The following are titles of well-known films. The number of dashes represents
the number of letters in each word. Answers to the Editor by Monday 13 July
1. T__I1______ J__
2. O__ H______ A__O__D_________
3. T__Pp___P______
4, G___W___T__W___
5. T__G___T B A__T__U___
6 . s _ _L__—_ _ _ _ _
7. L_______ O_A_____
8. S___W___
9. C________ D_____
10, T__ T_____ C____A_____
ii1. B _  _ _ _ _ _  _  _ A _ T _ _ L _
12.F___W_______ A__AF______
3.B____C______ A__T__S_______ K__
14.B____E________
5. T__G____E_____
6. T__S____
17. s _ | _ T _ R | _
8. C______ K___
9. T__S________ R___ ______
20. T S__ ____ O_T__L____
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The 14" Upton Putter
Charity Golf Tournament and Dinner

Generously Sponsored by The Upton Inn

Takes place at
The Lansdown Golf Club
on
Wednesday 30" September

The Tournament is open to moderately competent golfers with an
official Club or Society Handicap who are:
Regular Patrons of the Upton Inn and their Guests
Residents of Upton, Beach, Swineford and North Stoke and Guests
Members or Former Members of the Upton Golf Society and Guests

At the Charity Dinner
All proceeds from Raffles, Auctions, Fines, Competitions and Torture
will be donated to Local Charities.

Since its inception over £15,000 has been raised.

For Further Information and Entry Forms Please contact:
Jamie Pike at The Upton Inn
0117-9-324489

This i s a foruame ofl theyoldest amddést maintained
Golf Courses in the South West where the weather is

always memorable

Don*"t Mi s s
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Poetry Corner

A constant concern in writing a poetry column is not that you might offend
readers by your choice or comments, but that you might breach the copyright
laws. Fortunately, dead poets rarely bring cases to court. Nevertheless, while
many living poets generously agree to waive their royalties, you still have to
seek their permission to print and this can be a tediously long process. A great
pity, especially now, when the poet I
poisoned chalice?) has been off-loaded from Andrew Motion to Carol Ann
Duffy, thus ending the 400 year old male domination of this arcane literary
title. So, while we await permission to print some of her work, particularly
some of her poignant love poems, let us retreat to the reservoir of English
love poetry from poets no longer anxious about royalties:

The First Day

I wish I could remember the first day,

First hour, first moment of your meeting me,
If bright or dim the season, it might be
Summer or Winter for aught I can say,

So unrecorded did it slip away,

So blind was I to see or foresee,

So dull to mark the budding of my tree

That would not blossom yet for many a May,
If T could only recollect it, such

A day of days! I let it come and go

As traceless as a thaw of bygone snow;

It seemed to mean so little, meant so much;
If only now I could recall that touch,

First touch of hand in hand — Did one but know!

Christina G. Rossetti 1830~94
The Unfortunate Coincidence The Cloths of Heaven
By the time youy swéail ybe“ heakhiems" embroi d¢
Shivering and sighing. Enwrought with golden and silver light,
And he vows his passion is The blue and the dim and the dark cloths
Infinite, undying — Of night and light and the half light,
Lady make a note of this: I would spread the cloths under your feet:
One of you is lying. But I, being poor, have only my dreams;
Dorothy Parker ~ 1893-1967 I have spread my dreams under your feet;
Tread softly for you tread upon my dreams.
W.B.Yeats 1865~1939

%k Xk 3k %k X X Xk %k X
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Church Records Helping to Solve World Wide Family Mysteries

Last mont h*s article outlined
that has already been compl eted by t
Churchyard , Stones Cleaning" t
is codifying thousands of birth, baptism, marriage and burial
records. The article which also appears on the Bitton, St
Mary“s Website, has | e cdngquries a

from local and faraway places, all seeking information on relatives who might

have lived in Bitton centuries ago. Here are a few examples:

i
¢

Hello John,

I am taking the liberty of asking you to help me. I have just read the May
Jocal Point"and thought I could ask whether you would mind helping me with
these queries. My 3xgt grandfather Isaac LEWIS, Upton Cheyney, died 19
August 1842, aged 70 years, and is buried in St Mary's churchyard (so I am
led to believe) but I cannot find my 3xgt grandmother, Mary LEWIS, who died
after 1861. In the 1861 census she lived with her daughter Elizabeth MAGGS,
at 121 Oldland Common and she was 88 years old then. I have sent for 2
death certificates only to receive wrong ones. Do the church records show a
burial for Mary buried with Isaac? Is there a tombstone with monumental
inscription? Mary and Isaacs granddaughter, Mary, married George GRAY
and emigrated to New Zealand, sailing on the ,Atrato”in 1874. They are my
great grandparents. With many thanks, Margaret Todd, Timaru, New Zealand
(e.malil address available from the edlitor)

Dear Mr Evans,

Please excuse this direct approach. If you are not the right person to answer

my query could you please pass it on. I am researching the history of the

Mo nar c h " sich \é&ypu aretundoubtedly aware, passes through Upton
Cheyney and Bitton. The Monarch"s Way ithe future Kingr o u 1
Charles II when he was fleeing from Oliver Cromwell after the battle of
Worcester. We note from t he c h Olverkromwellused p a
the church building for target practice, but wonder if there was any record in

the church"s history of Charl es [/ v
Al ternatively, any additional i nfor ma
would be welcome. We are aware that King Charles took refuge in Wick Court

whilst the Roundheads were ransacking the Rose & Crown pub in Wick. Any
information that you could let us have would be welcome.

Regards

Pauline & Eugene Kennedy. (e. Mail address available from the Editor)
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Other Queries from Down Under have been received from Rob and Robin
Bishop who live in Tauranga, New Zealand. They are anxious to obtain any
information about the Bush family: George and Susanaha and their children,
William, George, Judith, James and Christopher, who apparently lived in or
near Bitton in the 17" and 18" centuries. George was a Church Warden at St
Ma r y " and wa$§ Dorn in 1652 and baptised in Bitton Church in 1654. It is
believed that the family lived for some time in the Bitton Grange. George and
Susannah's son, James Bush married Elizabeth Evans in 1730, she was born in
1705 in Bitton and was a daughter of Joyce Gun(n)ing and John Evans of
Bitton. I believe they go back to Lewys Evans, Vicar of Bitton, a century
earfier. I am not sure of that though. I also believe Susannah may have been
an Evans — a long story that onel!!!

I would love to hear from you or anyone who can help with our enquirfes.

Rob and Robin ~ New Zealand.

Can you help? I have passed these and several other enquiries onto Karen
Cox, Paul Denyer and Bridget Hetzel, and I know that Karen has already
forwarded a great deal of information back to these correspondents, some
giving hard information, some querying the queries and others indicating that
she has drawn a blank. I am told that Paul, Bob Willis and other people

associated with the St Mary“s records,

similar queries. While we are now in a better position to throw light onto some
of these ancestral mysteries, it is probable that other people in the
Community, conducting their own Family Tree investigations, may well be in a
position to fill in the information gaps that have baffled the team.

Local Historian Needed. It is very satisfying to know that we are helping
complete strangers, from many parts of the world, to expand their knowledge
of our historic village and of the families that have lived here over the
centuries. While Karen Cox is enthusiastic to support anyone seeking
accurate local history information, her current work consolidating Parish
records makes it difficult for her take on much more additional voluntary

work. Per haps there"s a finfotmeds renthusigstica lodal y w

historian out there simply bursting to help out.

g Even The Sheep Are Interested. Our thanks to Kate
*  Ward for this photograph of two sheep seen wandering
through St Mary“s Churchy
their family pedigree. They apparently frightened the
wits out of a few local residents, including the leader of
the ,Cleaning the Stones"”

3kookookokookok Sk ok Rk kK kkk
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What was Happening in July 1939 ?
Preparing for War. Af t er Ger many“s invasion of C
and amidst the hectic maelstrom of negotiations to avert an all-out war in
Europe, the Archbishop of Vienna was beaten up by Nazi thugs in the Austrian
capital. 200 German troops moved into Danzig, precipitating the outbreak of
war two months later. Adolf Eichmann was appointed director of the Prague
Office where he became responsible for the mass forced emigration of Jewish
citizens from Czechoslovakia. A major step in the hideous Final Solution Policy

Cricket. Yorkshire beat Surrey by 177 runs in a 3 day
county championship match at Headingly and went on
to win the Championship for the 6™ time in the 1930s. | ;
Len Hutton scored an unbeh n Y
innings.

Tennis. Bobby Ri ggs (USA) won t he 1939
Wimbledon defeating Elwood Cooke (USA) in 3 sets. Riggs, a notorious anti-
feminist, was later to challenge Billie Jean King to a 5 set
singles tennis match which took place at the Houston
Astrodome in front of 32,472 spectators in 1973. By this

time, Riggs was well past his sell by date, but having beaten
Margaret Court, a former Ladies Wimbledon Champion in

the previous year, he was determined to challenge BJK with

- his infamous public outburst,
on the women“"s | ibber”. Riggs entered
Roman <chari ot drawn by a team of lyyour
beaten in 3 sets. From then on Ladies Professional Tennis was taken seriously.

British Films.  Widely regarded as one of the finest pre-war British films,

, Goodbye Mr Chips*", starring Robert Dc
and John Mills, was nominated for 7 Academy Awards. Sadly, this strangely
moving film was wup against , Gone Mrith

Chipshad to make do with the ,Best Actor
Clark Gable with nothing but his memories of playing alongside the turbulent
Vivien Leigh.

Education.  Your Focal Point Editor moved into Gladstone elementary school
in Cardiff where previous pupils included the 3 Cudlipp brothers who, without
an 114, a School Certificate or a GCSE between them, all became highly
successful editors of National Newspapers: Reg — News of the World: Percy —
Daily Herald & Evening Standard: Hugh — Daily Mirror. Not certain that Focal
Point counts as a national newspaper, but perhaps something rubbed off
along the way.
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Extractsf r om Bi shop Mi ke" s JDocese | et t
Where | osers can be winner

Susan Boyle, favourite to win Br /i t ai n"s cGad dnat enm,
with the pressure and had to be admitted to a private
psychiatric clinic for help. Ten year old finalist in the same
programme, Hollie, burst into tears in the semi -final and
had to start again (very brave young lady).The English
cricket team were beaten in their first match of the 20/20
WorId Cup by the Netherlands, a team of part-timers and amateurs. The final
of The Apprentice made it clear that winning is everything and losers have to
battle with their disappointment. At the recent European elections New Labour
suffered the humiliation of a disas

......... The truthisthat you don"t have to watc
with all of this. The column inches in our newspapers (yes, broadsheets as
well) have been extensive in their coverage of these events and all have one
thing in common. They appear to enjoy humiliating people in the name of
entertainment......... There was a dark time when public humiliation played an
important part in the administration of criminal punishment in our land.
Whipping stocks, public floggings and executions invariably brought out a
large crowd to jeer at the guilty.

I think this is a dangerous cultural trend. To take pleasure in the ritual
humiliation of another human being seems to me to be a long way from the
behaviour of Jesus Christ. When he intervened in the public stoning of a
woman caught in adultery (where was the guilty man?), Jesus invited those in
the crowd who had nothing shameful in their lives, to carry on with their right
under the law. Amazingly, the stoning ceased and the crowd fell silent. I
recently heard Dallas Willard, spiritual writer and teacher say, in a quite

1

t he

tr o

spontaneous way,t hat our calling as Chri sini ans

t he way t hatlfiddghisstort phrask daeply.challenging.

Does this mean when I see someone being ritually humiliated, I have to
intervene? Quite literally, I fear so. Does it mean that my intervention has to
be truthful and loving? I think so. A good, contemporary example of
standing up for the humiliated was
Guantanamo Bay would close within a year and that his nation would no
longer torture those they held as suspected terrorists.

All this raises interesting questions for those of us who claim to be followers of
Jesus. Can it be dismissed as idle and harmless fun? SusanBoy | e “ s f
win and her subsequent erratic behaviour were viewed by over 19 million
people. How harmless was that for Susan? Shouldn “we be more discerning
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and prophetic about those aspects of programmes and articles which promote
humiliation as entertainment............

One of the things I love most about the Kingdom of God is its counter-cultural
perception of what it means to succeed and what it means to lose. I thank
God that in His Kingdom, nobodies are somebodies and losers are winners.
May we not just believe that, but have the courage to live as though we
believe it.

Bishop Mike June 2009
(Apologies for pr oduci ng a shortened version of B
However, such Is the demand for Foescapeth®oi ni
edi tor s blue pencil)

X %k 3k X X
What Talent!

As part of our aim to seek out and publicise local talent, we are again

e, focussing on the nucleus of gifted artists who live and
= work in our community. This time our mini-spotlight falls
on Jane Bisby, who works with ceramics, sculptures,
jewellery and paintings.

If you look up the Artists of Bitton feature on the Bitton
web-site www.bittonstmarys.org.uk you will quickly realise what an
interesting, versatile and extremely practical artist Jane has become. She
often works from basic materials, frequently digging up earths, clays and
ochres around the disused ochre works alongside the River Boyd at Wick and
further afield in Europe, to create and colour many of her beautifully
decorated pieces. While still using traditional kilns for some of her ceramics,
she also builds her own individualised cross-draught brick kilns and outdoor
firing kilns some of which look mighty hazardous. Other kiln designs are based
on those she saw demonstrated by women potters from the Republic of Benin
in West Africa. She has also developed
she acquired as a Foundation Art student at Filton College.

We hope to include more examples of her work in future editions.

]|\
Jane, kiln firing in local field
A truly remarkable lady!

21


http://www.bittonstmarys.org.uk/

