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Competition News for Budding Young Artists 
With the Summer Holidays coming ever nearer, we are looking 
for the best drawing or painting on a Summer Holiday theme, by 

anyone living in the Parish between the ages of 5 and 16. The 
winning picture will be framed and hung in St Mary‟s Church for 

a few months before being returned to the young artist. If 
suitable it might also be used, in reduced format, as the front cover of Focal 

Point‟s September edition. The maximum size of entries should be 30cms x 

20cms and should be forwarded to the editor, by Monday 11th August at:  
The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY (not folded)  

or Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com 

Please include name, age, and address, telephone number. 

 

This Month‟s Front Cover 
You might well wonder why this month‟s front cover photo, taken by Peter 

Moffitt, shows a group of cheerful people sitting on a gigantic tortoise outside 
the Chief Trading Post Garden Centre in Oldland. It‟s here as a tribute to Rob 

Allen, the Plants Manager at the Centre (front right) who has been 

contributing helpful and amusing gardening articles for Focal point for as long 
as we can remember. Many thanks, Rob. Keep the articles coming, but don‟t 

give up the day job for a career in weather forecasting! 
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Paul‟s July Message 

Critical Times for Lambeth Conference 
Shortly, the bishops of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion – or, at least, the majority of them - will be 

gathering in Canterbury for the Lambeth Conference. This 
conference takes place every ten years. It is a chance for 

the bishops to discuss matters of mutual concern. Unlike 
the Roman Catholic Church under the leadership of the 

Pope, the Anglican Communion is a federation of 
autonomous provinces which attempts, where possible, 

to reach a consensus. However, at this year‟s Lambeth 

Conference, much attention will be focussed on the 
disunity surrounding the issue of homosexuality, 

1821 engraving of           triggered in particular by the ordination in America of 
Canterbury Cathedral     Gene Robin the gay bishop of New Hampshire 

 

The debate is underpinned by another issue: what authority do we give 
scripture? There are those who say the Bible makes it clear that homosexuality 

is not part of God‟s plan. Others argue that the Church can interpret scripture 
to meet the demands of changed times and understanding. 

Sadly in my opinion, several bishops from Africa, South America and Western 
Australia have declined Archbishop Rowan Williams‟ invitation to attend the 

Lambeth Conference. They are organising their own conference in Jerusalem. 

Our own Bishop Mike has been to Africa to try to persuade our link bishops in 
Uganda to attend Lambeth. We have sent letters of support to Bishop Mike, 

assuring him of our prayers during this difficult time. 
 

Church life from the earliest times has never been placid. Saint Paul was 

locked in vigorous debate about the inclusion of non-Jews in the early Church, 
and following generations of Christians faced a whole raft of contentious 

heresies. But, surely, brother and sister bishops should talk to each other 
rather than retreat into ghettos of the like-minded. The French philosopher 

Voltaire said „I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your 

right to say it‟. That, for me, would be a better attitude towards the present 
debate than refusing to come to Canterbury. 

 
At the minute, the bishops of the differing camps seem to be looking at each 

other over a great divide. Antoine de Saint-Exupery said, „Being in love does 
not mean looking at each other, but looking together in the same direction‟. It 

is only by keeping the Body of Christ together and looking towards him, 
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however difficult that may be, that we are going to find the unity which comes 

from God. I hope you will join me in praying for the bishops – both those who 
will be at Lambeth Conference and those who will not be - and praying 

especially for Rowan Williams our Archbishop, and Mike and Lee from this 
Diocese. 

With every blessing, 

Paul Denyer 
 

  * * * * * * *  * * * * * * *  
 

                           Christian Aid 
Just ten days before the start of the 2008 
Christian Aid week, Cyclone Nargis hit the 
Irawaddy delta region of Burma.  The 
pictures on our television screens and the 
news bulletins were truly shocking.  
Despite the problems - geographical and 
political - Christian Aid began immediate 
relief work through its eight local partners, distributing water 
purification tablets, plastic sheeting, blankets, medicines and food to 
people in the worst-hit areas. 
 
We can also be certain that, long after the cyclone has slipped from 
news reports, Christian Aid will still be funding their partners in Burma 
whilst they help people to rebuild their lives and their communities.    
 
They estimate they need £2 million for their work in Burma.  Meanwhile 
they will also continue to support partners giving aid to the world‟s 
poorest people in over 60 countries throughout the world. 
 
The house-to-house collection and Third World lunch this year raised 
£1,550.  This is a wonderful total, and will eventually be worth even 
more thanks to the very many people who took the trouble to complete 
the gift aid form on the envelope.  On behalf of those who will receive 
help – whether in Burma or elsewhere in the world - thank you for your 
generosity.  Thanks, too, to all the collectors who walked round the 
villages delivering envelopes and returning to collect them. 

Nicola Bennetts 
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St Mary‟s Matters   ~   July 2008 
How can I, a mere mortal, do justice to the riveting talk 
by Martin Palmer during the launch of „Living Stones‟, our 

appeal to raise £125,000 to restore and re-order St Mary‟s 

Church for the needs of today. 
 

Martin is a broadcaster, author and eminent authority on 
Church buildings, who has taken a special interest in St Mary‟s ever since he 

„was blown away‟ by its beauty when he first visited the Church; an interest 

which widened when he discovered that one of his predecessors was 
Churchwarden here in 1740. 

 
His main thesis was that, „the wisdom of the centuries is contained within the 

great faiths of the world.‟  He was convinced that a study of the „living stones‟ 
of our Churches, their history, architecture and symbolism,‟ was the key to 

discovering the four different forms of Christian theology that had evolved 

over the centuries, along with the four different models of what Christ has 
meant to earlier generations. Martin then showed us how to read St Mary‟s 

Church, and to understand how „the living stones‟ reflected these historical 
developments. 

 

In Anglo-Saxon times the theology was radically different from our thinking 
today. Christ was seen as the warrior King, a hero who confronted malice and 

evil. The Apostle‟s Creed, our oldest creed, states that Christ „descended into 
Hell‟.  An Anglo-Saxon would go down steps to take communion, symbolically 

descending to the tomb to fight against sin and death. When the Normans 
gained control of the country, Churches were remodelled so that 

communicants had to walk upwards towards the altar, reflecting the new 

symbolism of Christ walking the hill to Golgotha where he was crucified. Martin 
went on to dispel the old belief that altars were built at the East end of the 

Church because the East faced Jerusalem....it was because they faced the 
rising sun. The Chancel at St Mary‟s is slightly off centre because it would have 

been aligned to our Saint‟s day, St Mary the Virgin. On this day the sun would 

have risen a few degrees further East. 
 

At one time, most Churches would have been shaped like a cross, but many 
transepts, including those at St Mary‟s, have long disappeared. And many 

other things disappeared during the excesses of the Reformation and the 

Puritan Revolution. Paintings, statues, ornaments, vestments, altar cloths and 
even altars were forbidden. With the restoration of Charles II in 1660, 
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many of these decorative items reappeared, and the Church was „filled with 

the beauty of holiness.‟ Symbolism returned to worship; headstones with 
inscriptions marking the last resting place of local citizens began to appear in 

Churchyards. Much later, during the Victorian era, Churches began to 
represent the hierarchies of society. Fixed pews were installed and this led to 

a curtailment of community activities that had been a traditional feature of 

Church life.  
 

Martin‟s last plea was that Churches should attempt to restore those links 
between the community and the church, and that this should perhaps be the 

corner-stone of our Appeal. By now, we were all „blown away‟ by Martin‟s talk, 
as our souls and minds were awakened to the „Living Stones‟ of our Church, 

and we now look forward to our Appeal which will enable us to conserve this 

precious building, and move forward, with excitement, to the future. 
 

At the close of the „Launch‟ Canon Paul announced the pledges from members 
of the PCC, totalling over £15,000, along with an unexpected contribution of 

£6,000 from the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. In July, the rest of 

the Church membership will be invited to support the Appeal, and in October, 
the Parish will be invited to help in our endeavour to make St Mary‟s truly 

„Living Stones‟ move forward, restored and proud at the heart of Bitton. 
 

Ann Willis      Church Warden 
* * * * *  

 

AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 
July 2008 

 
 

St Mary‟s Church Bitton 

 
Vicar:     The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer 0117 967 3965 
  The Vicarage, Church Avenue , Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate: The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson 0117 960 8442 
  25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 
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Lay   Mr Ken Gibson,   0117 932 2122 
Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 
  Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117 932 8949 
  Bitton, BS30 6HT 
Church Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 
Wardens: 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
  Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth  

Drive, Willsbridge, BS30 6UP            0117 932 6898  
   
Baptism Enquiries: Mrs Jean Gray   0117 967 2964 
Marriage and Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar 

 

Our July Services  
Sunday   6  July 10.30    Parish Communion 
Sunday   13 July 8.00   Holy Communion 
   10.30   Morning Prayer  

 Sunday   20 July         Sunday    20 July 10.30   Family Parade Service 
      followed by Church Picnic 
      & Scout Barbeque at the 
      Dower House by kind  
      invitation of Robin and 
      Anne Hayman 
Sunday   27 July  8.00      Holy Communion 
   10.30    Morning Prayer             
   

Bitton Methodist Church 
 

Minister – The Rev. Denise Harding 
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 

Correspondence Secretary – Mr Reg Pullin 
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073  

 
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services  

July  6      Mrs J Hawkins 
July 13    Communion Service  Rev‟d Den Harding 
July 20      Mr T Lansdown 
July 29      Rev‟d Den Harding 
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Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 
 

Elder – Muriel Williams 

0117 – 961 6843 
Our 3pm Sunday Services 

 July  6       Mr B Saunders 
 July 13   No Service 
 July 20      Mr M Davey  
 July 27   Mr G Wood 

  
 You are all most welcome to join us  

   at our services at Upton Cheyney Church 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Letters of Appreciation 

From: 
Lyn Coles 

As many of you will know almost 3 years ago, my son Stephen was 
diagnosed with leukaemia, treatment for which was chemotherapy and 
then a bone marrow transplant. Stephen made exceptional progress 
and went into remission. Unfortunately the illness returned, and 
Stephen passed away in May. 
 
Throughout this time I have been supported by prayer 
and many acts of kindness by my friends at St Mary‟s. I 
would especially like to thank Paul and Ken for their 
support and for such a moving service. I would also like to thank 
everyone for their cards and messages of sympathy. I appreciate 
everyone‟s prayers and understanding at this difficult time.  
    Thank you all. 

 Lyn 
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From: 
Margaret Bulford and Stephanie Watkins 

Marigold Bulford and Stephanie Watkins would like to thank all those 
who have sent such lovely cards and letters, and all those who have 
visited them in Bath Royal United Hospital. Stephanie would like to 
thank David Hanney especially for rescuing her.  

 

We both hope to be back in Bitton soon. 

 
 

Remember 
There will always be space in Focal Point for people to record their 
appreciation to relatives, friends, neighbours and even strangers, who 
have helped out in troubled times. We are also pleased to publish Get-
Well Wishes, Condolences, and letters to the Ediitor on any subject you 
like......within reason! 

 

Barbeque Picnic in Aid of Local Scout Funds 
Sunday 20 July at Noon 

The Dower House Garden 
by kind invitation of 

Robin and Anne Hayman. 
Burgers, Hot Dogs and Drinks on Sale. 

Swimming pool may be available for children, under parental 
supervision. 

 

 St Mary‟s  Church - Flower Rota July 2008 

     
 5   July       Wedding 
 12 July       Jean Blake 
 19 July   Ann Boulton 
 26 July     Nicola Bennets 

         
Photo by Sandie Mackay 
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Tea Club Programme for July 2008 
at the Methodist Church Hall 

 
Tuesday   1 July   2.30 – 4pm  „Mysteries‟ with Jon Heyes 
Tuesday 15 July     2.30 – 4pm     „What‟s What Now‟ at                         

 Cosham Hospital. Mrs  
Betty Tippett tells us  
what‟s been happening.                                                                                                       

 
 

Flaming June It Was Not! 
A rather dispirited Benefice Cricket XI took to the field on Wednesday June 

18th for our first fixture of the 2008 season versus Bradley Stoke. We were 
dispirited because the sky was charcoal-grey, there was a vicious wind blowing 

up from the Severn Estuary and, periodically, it spat with rain. At least we 

knew that summer had arrived!  
 

The Bradley Stoke side are impressive: young, vigorous, mustard-keen and 
knowledgeable about every aspect of the game. Under the captaincy of Paul 

Peterson, Vicar of Holy Trinity Bradley Stoke, his team amassed 143 in 18 

overs.  Our new recruit, Chris Shellard, signed from St George, with his whippy 
fast action, took two wickets, while Dean Potter (wearing a David Beckham 

tee-shirt) uprooted the stumps with a beautiful angled ball that would have 
unsettled Geoff Boycott.  

 

In reply, the Benefice managed 80. Mind you, conditions were dire. Kevin 
Sibley top-scored with a stylish 26. David Siggins who has grown two feet 

since last season (not 2 left feet, surely.Ed) - hit an aggressive 19; but the 
most-improved-player-award must surely go to the diminutive Max Pugsley 

whose delicate, soft-wristed deflections drew much approving comment from 
the boundary. 

 

We clearly missed the motivating presence of our President, John Bennetts; 
but we shall have our revenge on August 13th when we play Bradley Stoke 

again at Doynton. The other fixture is versus St Anne‟s Oldland on 
July 19th, also at Doynton. 

 

Sir Neville  Denyer Cardus 
Sportswriter of the Year, 1936 (You Wish) 
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! 

St Mary‟s Church Fete 

Plans are well underway for St. Mary‟s Church and Community 
Fete which is to be held in the field alongside the Church on: 

Saturday 6th September at 2pm 
The Fete Theme this year is: 

„Storybook Characters‟ 
Plenty of scope for your exotic fancy dress costumes and hats! 

 

 
 

If you would like to help out, or contribute in any way, please contact: 
CHERYL WRIGHT on 9328490  

or speak to a member of the committee: 
Nicola Bennetts        Angela Carlton-Porter     Sarah Craddock   

Jacqui Harris 

Sarah & Jim Heavens  Helen Pugsley   Roger Tilley Ann & Bob Willis     

In particular we need: 
Books 
Bottles 

Contributions of local plants and produce 
Raffle ticket sellers 

Tombola prizes 
White Elephant items  

Volunteers to help with manning the many stalls and attractions 
Volunteers to help set up and clear away on the day 

ALL OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE WILL BE MOST WELCOME 

 
Thank you – Cheryl Wright 
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Spotlight on Bitton People - Gwen Norman 
 Picture This! 

„Lo and behold!‟   This was the call in Dent‟s Open Air 
Nature Book series which inspired the six year old 

Gwen Bardsley with her lifelong love of wild flowers.  
They were „magic words‟ and formed the first link in a 

chain of connections running through her life.  A year 

later, armed with George Bentham and J.D. Hooker‟s 
Handbook of the British Flora and W.H. Fitch‟s 

Illustrations of British Flora, she and her mother 
explored the fields behind their home in Colchester.  

She still has the books – serious, academic works with 

no brightly coloured pictures - but beside each black 
and white wood engraving is pencilled the date on 

which Gwen first spotted the flower illustrated. 
 

It wasn‟t until many years later that she began 
painting the beautiful flower pictures with which we are all so familiar.  Her 

mother‟s illness, the war years, marriage and motherhood all kept her fully 

occupied. Then in 1958 she and her husband, David, came to Bitton and for 
three years lived at the Dower House. The garden, planted by Canon Henry 

Ellacombe, had fallen into neglect so Gwen set about restoring it, discovering 
unusual and exotic plants. It was Hooker, author of one of her childhood 

books, who had introduced Ellacombe to many of the rare species he planted 

in the Dower Garden – a link in the chain of connections. As she cleared the 
ground elder and brambles, she recognised many of the wild flowers she had 

seen as a little girl in Colchester; her interest was re-awakened – another link. 
 

In 1961 she and David moved to Congrove Cottage at Pipley Bottom.  In this 
remote and unspoilt valley Gwen began painting, making a meticulous and 

systematic record of more than 200 different plant and flower species which 

she found in the woods and in the six acres of meadow surrounding the 
cottage. 

  
A chance encounter with someone riding in Pipley Bottom led to her first sale, 

and in 1974 Gwen held her first exhibition.  Gwen has been painting, 

exhibiting and selling her pictures ever since - and donating them for charity 
auctions and raffles, raising thousands of pounds for a range of good causes. 

One of these was the Royal National Lifeboat Institution. For over twenty 
years Gwen was Secretary of the local committee, which regularly raised more 

than any other branch in the Bristol area.    
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Another connection was the Sail Training Association.   Her links with the sea 

began when she met David Norman.  David, invalided out of the Navy, had 
been sent for his convalescence to Colchester where Gwen was nursing.   But 

it was in church not hospital that they met.  They were married in 1945 and 
started their life together on his pension of £2-50 a week.  The conventions of 

the day meant that, once married, Gwen discontinued nursing.  She was busy 

with home and family whilst David studied and became a teacher.  Soon he 
was running the sea cadets.  When he heard that in Hull the keel of the tall 

ship, Sir Winston Churchill, was being laid, he saw an opportunity for his 
cadets.  He and Gwen volunteered to form the first branch in the country of 

the Sail Training Association. Once more Gwen, as Secretary, began raising 
money - enough to fund bursaries to send youngsters to sea for a week.  „It 

changed their lives.‟  In just seven days these teenagers – the nervous, the 

moody, the disaffected, the downright bolshie – were transformed into 
confident and responsible adults.   Pupils from every school in the area 

benefited with over 640 young people being grateful to Gwen for an 
experience they would never forget.   

 

And we can all be grateful for her conservation work, not only through her 
paintings which remind us of our wildlife heritage, but also though her 

campaigning. When Congrove Field was threatened with becoming a motor 
cycling scrambling track, Gwen worked tirelessly to defend it.  In 1991, as a 

result of her efforts, the field was made an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and later a Site of Special Scientific Interest.   Future generations will 

be able to enjoy the flora and fauna she has protected – and, she hopes, 

value them as she does.  
 

„It‟s all to do with looking,‟ she says.  „Take the celandine - people don‟t know 
it can have anything from six to ten petals.‟  That‟s something to check out 

next time we go for a walk. Lo and behold!   Who knows what else we might 

spot, and be glad that Gwen has opened our eyes.              

Nicola Bennetts 

One of our feature writers 
 

Items for the August Edition 
To the Editor please by Monday 14th July 

John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY. 
Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com 

In Tahoma 10 if possible 

 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Puzzle Corner 
Congratulations to everyone who had a crack at our June „Number Crunching‟ 
quiz, It seems that our monthly puzzle is attracting a wider clientele than we 

had imagined. In June, the Tuesday Tea Club used the Quiz to brighten up a 

bleak wet afternoon. The Tea Club X1, consisting of Edith Cary, Bill Leighfield, 
Sybil Watts, Sheila McGrath, Jill Gibson, Ann Thorogood, Jean Williams, Eileen 

Stiggles, Edna Nelmes, Joan Jones and Ken Gibson, (average age of team 
uncertain but probably in excess of 80) produced a collective correct solution 

with answers coming from everyone present. At the time of printing, other 

correct solutions have been received from Pamela Mann, Jan Wookey, Pete 
Woolley, Geoff Mackay and C. Weeks who, as first off the mark with his/her 

solutions, will shortly be receiving our star prize.  

 
Answers to the June „Number Crunching Quiz‟ 

1     Battle of Hastings   2     Players in a football team 
3     Trombones in the big parade 4     Yards in a cricket pitch 
5     Notes in an octave   6     Rings on the Olympic flag 
7     Wives of Henry Eighth  8     Height in feet of K2 
9     Turtle doves   10   Degrees in a right angle 
11    Storm force on the Beaufort scale 12    Dalmatians 
13    Books in the Old Testament 14    Heinz Varieties 
15    Boiling point of water in degrees Fahrenheit   16    Overture 
17    Sides on a fifty pence piece 18    Keys on a piano 
19    Seconds in an hour  20    Blind mice 
 

July‟s Mouth-Watering Quiz 
The following are cryptic clues to the names of well-known: 

Chocolate Bars    Biscuits   
1.   Bubbly knitting needles?    1.   Wealthy beverage 

2.   In between     2.   Vertically challenged loaf 
3.   One of these a day is said to help 3.   French Royals 

4.   Apricot and pecan, for example   4.   Drunk before lunch? 

5.   What treasure hunters seek   5.   Italian hero 

6.   Like gravel?             6. Always dressed in black & white 

7.   Heavenly route to dairy    7.   Red heads 

8.   They purr      8.   Hangs out with? 

9.   Dirty laugh?     9.   Help the meal go down? 

10. Starry cluster     10.  Cowardly dairy product 
 

Answers please to the Editor by 10th July. 
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All correct answer entries will be shuffled into the editor‟s golf cap and 
drawn out by an independent blind-folded adjudicator. First drawn out 
will receive the July Quiz prize. (This new selection system has been 
introduced because it has been pointed out that some of our Puzzle 
Addicts receive their Focal Point copies earlier than others...Can‟t say 
fairer than that.) 

Keep the Answers Coming 

************* 
Fun Day Out at The Tobacco Factory for St Mary‟s Budding Actors 
How do you settle 60 excited two to six-year olds on a wet Wednesday 

morning in half term?  Ask the Travelling Light Theatre Company. All that the 
four actors had at their disposal, was an empty space backed by a wall of 

whitepaper. 
 

Within minutes the young audience was mesmerised as four 
hands punched holes through the paper and waved at them. 

There followed an hour of mime, dance, tumbling and clowning 

which took us all on a wonderful journey of imaginative 
adventure. 

 
Everyone one enjoyed the show and everyone had their favourite moments: 

 Grace:  “I liked it when they drew the flowers.” 

 Ivy:   “I liked it when they came through the screen, and I liked it 
 when they made an ice-cream cone and a seagull out of  torn paper.” 

 Daisy:   “I liked the painting they did at the end.” 
 Thomas: “I liked the funny bits. They made me laugh.” 

 
We hope to arrange further St Mary‟s drama outings for our youngest theatre 

goers. If you like watching people acting out stories and if you are six or 

under, you will be very welcome to join us.  
 

So, Children, ask Mum and Dad to keep an eye open for the next Theatre Visit 
announcement.  

 From Our Arm Chair Theatre Critic 
 

Competition News for Budding Young Artists 
See your own drawing or painting framed and hung in 

 St Mary‟s Church 

Turn back to Page 1 for more details 
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Rugby Related Rituals - Including Weddings 
                   

Catherine, my wife and your Honorary Curate, came home from 
Wednesday‟s Prayer and Praise meeting full of the gossip and 

chatter about the local rugby wedding of the year that is to take 
place at Bitton church on Saturday the 5th of July 2008. I refer 

of course to the nuptial celebrations of Siobhan Finch and Alex 
Brown, of Gloucester and England rugby fame, and. Hence this 

month‟s article on local rugby 

 
My first area of research was in the programme collection which, unbeknown 

to the aforementioned, I have stashed away under the matrimonial bed. Alex 
of course played for Bristol before being stolen away by Dean Ryan to 

Gloucester. I struck gold in the programme for Sunday 29th December 2002- 

Bristol Shogun against Sale Sharks - in which Alex was profiled. Amongst the 
dross of boring details, such as his attendance at Colston School and his 

admiration for Lance Armstrong (multiple winner of the Tour de France) there 
was the gem that the  person he would most like to be stuck in a lift  with, 

was  Anna Kournikova, the glamorous tennis player.  
 

Your Vicar and I began supporting Bristol Rugby Club when Paul was still 

Team Vicar in Yate. We were impressed by the anonymous nineteenth century 
quote that “rugby is a game for ruffians enjoyed by gentlemen” – not that 

Alex is a ruffian, although at six foot seven inches and seventeen plus stone 
he would make a useful one. Bitton folk might be shocked to hear their Vicar 

is a Bristol Rugby supporter, probably preferring the Bath lot.  I feel that I 

must point out that Bristol have won more of their 231 games against Bath 
(132 or 57%), although Bath have had the advantage in recent years. 

 
Sir Tasker Watkins, a long time President of the Welsh Rugby Union, said that 

for the 185 years since Web Ellis picked up the ball and ran with it, forwards 

have been trying to work out why. This is not true of Alex, a very athletic 
mobile lock. Even so Paul and I have been most entertained by speedy 

wingers like David Trick  and David Lemi - mention Eric Thillet to Paul to see 
him salivate -  and we do we do have an animal attraction to the dark deeds 

of feisty front row men like Mark Reagen  and Alan Sharpe. 
 

My word quota is over the dead ball line. Let me finish by wishing Siobhan and 

Alex continuing happiness.  

ROVI RETSOC  
(Our Roving Sports Reporter) 



 17 

News from Bitton W.I. 
June is the month when the committee get time off for good behaviour!  So 

the meeting was presided over by Gwen Roch 

while Della Nation took the minutes.  Gwen 

welcomed everyone and thanked Christine Battle 
for organising such a successful day at Owlpen 

Manor last Wednesday, when even the weather 
was good!   

 

The evening followed a slightly different format than usual.  After the business 
part of the meeting there was a brief pause for a cup of tea and homemade 

biscuits, which were provided by Mary Smale, Liz Sloane and Sheila Jennings.  
This was in order to allow plenty of time for the main objective on this lovely, 

sunny summer evening – a visit to St Mary‟s Church for a guided tour by John 
Underwood. John gave a very interesting and informative talk on the history of 

the Church, which he brought to life with his enthusiasm and the extent of his 

knowledge.  Even members who had been attending this Church for many 
years found some new snippets of interest. 

 
Tickets are now available for the Safari Supper on 2nd August, which will be at 

various member‟s homes and, if it lives up to the ones held previously, will be 

something not to be missed.  However, due to the need to restrict numbers, 
these tickets will be sold to members only at first, with the possibility of 

husbands and friends being included later.  
 

We are always pleased to see prospective new members, so remember that 
the next meeting on Monday, 14th July, will be another of local interest.  David 

Cole will be telling us about behind the scenes at Bitton Station.  

Della Nation Email:  dellanation@btinternet.com 
 

Times They Are a Changing 
There was a time when villains would risk life and limb to steal lead 
from church roof tops. In Bitton we have uncovered a new type of 
villainy...stealing the lead covering from the porchway of Church 
Warden residences. Can‟t be certain who was more surprised when Bob 
Willis, disturbed by nocturnal noises, opened the bedroom curtains to 
be confronted by said villain peeling the lead from the porchway. Eyes 
were locked for a moment: Bob shouted, the villain jumped and made 
his getaway in an unmarked car, while Ann slumbered on, peacefully 
unaware of the drama raging outside her window.  

mailto:dellanation@btinternet.com
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Gardening in July with Rob Allen 
Some months ago I mentioned that the sale of fruit, vegetable and 
herb seeds was now outstripping the sale of flower seeds, and I 
predicted that this trend would accelerate in 2008. One of my more 
accurate forecasts! Vegetable seed sales across the country have 
broken all records, and Garden Centres and Nurseries have been 
running out of fruit and vegetable plants at an astonishing rate. 
 
More and more people are deciding that what they want to eat, they 
want to grow. There are many reasons for this, but the current 
alarming rise in food prices is certainly a major consideration. Allotment 
sites which were only half used 3 or 4 years ago, now have long 
waiting lists, and anyone lucky enough to acquire an allotment should 
be prepared for some very hard work. You will ache in places you 
never knew you had muscles, and the men will have to recognize that 
the ladies taking up the „grow your own‟ challenge are not in the least 
bit frightened of this hard work. But hard work pays such dividends! 
 
Someone suggested an item that I should include in this month‟s 
article. Well, when it‟s your mother making the suggestion you have to 
follow her advice, which is invariably sound. Mum recommends getting 
out those preserving jars and making your own jam and pickles. Those 
of you who know my mum will already be aware that she is famous for 
her jams, chutney and her legendary piccalilli. At this time of year 
enticing smells waft around the kitchen at 39 Stanley Road. But if the 
Strawberry Jam doesn‟t set properly, take a tip from the family: keep 
away from the kitchen. It‟s the nearest Mum ever gets to swearing! 

Jobs for July 
  Early flowering bedding plants now need dead-heading.  
 Divide bearded irises and begin planting autumn flowering bulbs  
 Keep on top of pests and diseases  
 The vegetable plot may need extra watering in hot weather. 
 Pinch out top of runner beans when they reach the top of the cane 
 Shrubs that have flowered in early summer can now be pruned  
 Most importantly make time to enjoy your homemade jam and chutney 

sitting in the garden on warm evenings, because yes, those dreaded 
nights will start to draw in all too quickly! 

Good Gardening from Rob and all the Staff at Chief Trading Post! 
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A Set of Incredible Historical Coincidences 
We normally avoid using Internet quotes in Focal 
Point, but the following piece is so strange that we 

decided to break with tradition. It makes a series 

of comparisons between 2 famous USA Presidents, 
and we have checked its accuracy: 

 
Abraham Lincoln:  elected to Congress in 1846:  elected President in 1860 

John F Kennedy:  elected to Congress in 1946: elected President 1960 
Both their wives lost a child while living in the White House. Both Presidents 

were concerned with Civil Rights. Both Presidents were shot on a Friday; both 

were shot in the head. 
Now it becomes really weird 

Lincoln‟s secretary was named Kennedy. Kennedy‟s secretary was named 
Lincoln. Both were assassinated by Southerners, and both were succeeded by 

Southerners...named Johnson. Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was 
born in 1808; Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839; Lee Harvey 

Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. Both assassins were 
known by their 3 names; both names have 15 letters. 

Now this is really scary 
Lincoln was shot in a theatre named, „Ford‟. Kennedy was shot in a car called 

„Lincoln‟ made by „Ford‟. 

Lincoln was shot in a theatre: his assassin ran and hid in a warehouse. 
Kennedy was shot from a warehouse: his assassin ran and hid in a theatre. 

Both Oswald and Booth were assassinated before their trials. 
Hold on to your hats 

A week before Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland. A week before 

Kennedy was shot, he was visiting Marilyn Monroe. 

Why not share your strangest coincidences with our readers? (Ed) 

 
Dial-a-Ride May Ease Post Office Difficulties 

Sadly, in spite of considerable local opposition, including a well-supported 

formal petition to the Government, Bitton Post Office is due to close this 
month. This will create problems for people without their own transport who 

need to use a Post Office for collecting their pensions, and for other essential 
services.  

 

Kingswood Community Transport may be able to help through the 
'Dial a Ride' scheme. This is free to holders of a Diamond Bus Pass. 

Call 0117 9616016 for information 
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Poetry Corner 
Poetry comes in all shapes and all sizes. It is appeals to people of all ages, all 
backgrounds, all nationalities and all abilities. Poetry also comes in a rich 

variety of styles, and embraces a wide diversity of human experience, 

emotions and reflections.  In our own country, long blessed with poets of 
great distinction, there is a renaissance in the reading and writing of poetry, 

especially among our young people. Here are two contrasting examples. The 
first one is a simple but moving and imaginative boy‟s description of his 

mother: 

If 
   If my Mum was an animal, 

   She‟d be a dolphin, 
   Leaping in the deep blue sea. 

 

   If my Mum was a pot of paint,  
   She‟d be gold, 

   Shining down on my sister and me. 
 

   If my Mum was a flower, 
   She‟d be a buttercup, 

   Attracting the honey bee. 

 
   If my Mum was a drink, 

   She‟d be a bottle of champagne 
   Sparkling like the stars. 

 

   If my Mum was a bird, 
   She‟d be an eagle, 

   Winging her way to Mars 
 

   If my Mum was a toy, 

   She‟d be a ball, 
   Bouncing here and there. 

 
   If my Mum was a season, 

   She‟d be summer, 
              With sunshine on her hair 

 

 

      Jack – Aged 9 
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This second poem, a Rap Song, is representative of the style of sung poetry 

that appeals to many young people who may feel disillusioned and disaffected. 
Somehow we feel threatened by it. Yet on reflection, how many of us in our 

younger days were disturbed, confused and depressed by a recent war that 
had killed and maimed millions, and by a nuclear threat that could have 

inflicted infinitely greater destruction. We might not have expressed ourselves 

so rhythmically, so stridently, but the message, if not the style of this poem, 
by a homeless young man living rough in Bristol, would have been well 

understood. Try reading it out loud and see if you can feel the rhythm and the 
beat.  
  It’s the End of the World – A Rap Song   
  It‟s the end of the world man, can you see it coming? 
  It‟s the end of the world but, how will we know? 

  If you live on the street and you‟ve nothing to eat, 
  If you‟re cold and your poor and you can‟t take no more, 

  And when you can‟t take no more - Yeh 
  That‟s when you‟ll know, it‟s the end of your world. 

 

  It‟s the end of the world man, can you see it coming? 
  It‟s the end of the world but, how will we know? 

  When the bombs start killing, will we have time to run, 
  And will we still be singing when they put out the sun? 

  And when they put out the sun – Yeh 

  That‟s when you‟ll know, it‟s the end of your world. 
 

  It‟s the end of the world man, can you see it coming? 
  It‟s the end of the world but, how will we know? 

  When the virus spirals out of control, 

  When the world stops breathing, say goodbye to your soul. 
  And when your soul has gone – Yeh, 

  That‟s when you‟ll know, it‟s the end of your world. 
 

  It‟s the end of the world man, can you see it coming? 
  It‟s the end of the world but, how will we know? 

  We can all see it‟s coming, „cos the world‟s been a flop 
  But will it finish with a bang, or will it just stop ? 

 
Name Withheld 

                   


