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Competition News for Budding Young Artists 
With the Summer Holidays coming ever nearer, we are looking 
for the best drawing or painting on a Summer Holiday theme, by 

anyone living in the Parish between the ages of 5 and 16. The 
winning picture will be framed and hung  in St Maryôs Church for 

a few months before being returned to the young artist. If 
suitable it might also be used, in reduced format, as the front cover of Focal 

Pointôs September edition. The maximum size of entries should be 30cms x 

20cms and should be forwarded to the editor, by Monday 11 th August at:  
The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY (not folded)   

or Email:  john70gailes@btinternet.com  

Please include name, age, and address, telephone number.  

 

This Monthôs Front Cover 
You might well wonder why this monthôs front cover photo, taken by Peter 

Moffitt, shows a group of cheerful people sitting on a gigantic tortoise outside 
the Chief Trading Post Garden Centre in Oldland. Itôs here as a tribute to Rob 

Allen, the Plants Manager at the Centre (front r ight)  who has been 

contributing helpful and amusing gardening articles for Focal point for as long 
as we can remember. Many thanks, Rob. Keep the articles coming, but donôt 

give up the day job for a career in weather forecasting!  
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Paulôs July Message 

Critical Times for Lambeth Conference 
Shortly, the bishops of the worldwide Anglican 

Communion ï or, at least, the majority of them  - will be 

gathering in Canterbury for the Lambeth Conference. This 
conference takes place every ten years. It is a chance for 

the bishops to discuss matters of mutual concern. Unlike 
the Roman Catholic Church under the leadership of the 

Pope, the Anglican Communion is a federation of 
autonomous provinces which attempts, where possible, 

to reach a consensus. However, at this yearôs Lambeth 

Conference, much attention will be focussed on the 
disunity surrounding the issue of homosexuality, 

1821 engraving of           triggered in particular by the ordination in America of 
Canterbury Cathedral     Gene Robin the gay bishop of New Hampshire 

 

The debate is underpinned by another issue: what authority do we give 
scripture? There are those who say the Bible makes it clear that homosexuality 

is not part of Godôs plan. Others argue that the Church can interpret scripture 
to meet the demands of  changed times and understanding. 

Sadly in my opinion, several bishops from Africa, South America and Western 
Australia have declined Archbishop Rowan Williamsô invitation to attend the 

Lambeth Conference. They are organising their own conference in Jerusalem. 

Our own Bishop Mike has been to Africa to try to persuade our link bishops in 
Uganda to attend Lambeth. We have sent letters of support to Bishop Mike, 

assuring him of our prayers during this difficult time.  
 

Church life from the earliest times has never been placid. Saint Paul was 

locked in vigorous debate about the inclusion of non-Jews in the early Church, 
and following generations of Christians faced a whole raft of contentious 

heresies. But, surely, brother and sister bishops should talk to each other 
rather than retreat into ghettos of the like -minded. The French philosopher 

Voltaire said óI disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your 

right to say itô. That, for me, would be a better attitude towards the present 
debate than refusing to come to Canterbury. 

 
At the minute, the bishops of the differing camps seem to be looking at each 

other over a great divide. Antoine de Saint -Exupery said, óBeing in love does 
not mean looking at each other, but looking together in the same direct ionô. It 

is only by keeping the Body of Christ together and looking towards him, 
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however difficult that may be, that we are going to find the unity which comes 

from God. I hope you will join me in praying for the bishops ï both those who 
will be at Lambeth Conference and those who will not  be - and praying 

especially for Rowan Williams our Archbishop, and Mike and Lee from this 
Diocese. 

With every blessing, 

Paul Denyer 
 

  * * * * * * *  * * * * * * *  
 

                           Christian Aid 
Just ten days before the start of the 2 008 
Christian Aid week, Cyclone Nargis hit the 
Irawaddy delta region of Burma.  The 
pictures on our television screens and the 
news bulletins were truly shocking.  
Despite the problems - geographical and 
political - Christian Aid began immediate 
relief work through its eig ht local partners, distributing water 
purification tablets, plastic sheeting, blankets, medicines and food to 
people in the worst -hit areas. 
 
We can also be certain that, long after the cyclone has slipped from 
news reports, Christian Aid will still be funding their partners in Burma 
whilst they help people to rebuild their lives and their communities.    
 
They estimate they need £2 million for their work in Burma.  Meanwhile 
they will also continue to support part ners giving aid to the worldôs 
poorest people in over 60 countries throughout the world.  
 
The house-to-house collection and Third World lunch this year raised 
£1,550.  This is a wonderful total, and will eventually be worth even 
more thanks to the very man y people who took the trouble to complete 
the gift aid form on the envelope.  On behalf of those who will receive 
help ï whether in Burma or elsewhere in the world - thank you for your 
generosity.  Thanks, too, to all the collectors who walked round the 
villages delivering envelopes and returning to collect them. 

Nicola Bennetts 
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St Maryôs Matters   ~    July 2008 
How can I, a mere mortal, do justice to the riveting talk 
by Martin Palmer during the launch of óLiving Stonesô, our 

appeal to raise £125,000 to restore and re-order St Maryôs 

Church for the needs of today. 
 

Martin is a broadcaster, author and eminent authority on 
Church buildings, who has taken a special interest in St Maryôs ever since he 

ówas blown awayô by its beauty when he first visited the Church; an interest 

which widened when he discovered that one of his predecessors was 
Churchwarden here in 1740. 

 
His main thesis was that, óthe wisdom of the centuries is contained within the 

great faiths of the world.ô  He was convinced that a study of the óliving stonesô 
of our Churches, their history, architecture and symbolism,ô was the key to 

discovering the four different forms of Christian theology that had evolved 

over the centuries, along with the four different models of what Christ has 
meant to earlier generations. Martin then showed us how to read St Maryôs 

Church, and to understand how óthe living stonesô reflected these historical 
developments. 

 

In Anglo-Saxon times the theology was radically different from our thinking 
today. Christ was seen as the warrior King, a hero who confronted malice and 

evil. The Apostleôs Creed, our oldest creed, states that Christ ódescended into 
Hellô.  An Anglo-Saxon would go down steps to take communion, symbolically 

descending to the tomb to fight against sin and d eath. When the Normans 
gained control of the country, Churches were remodelled so that 

communicants had to walk upwards towards the altar, reflecting the new 

symbolism of Christ walking the hill to Golgotha where he was crucified. Martin 
went on to dispel the old belief that altars were built at the East end of the 

Church because the East faced Jerusalem....it was because they faced the 
rising sun. The Chancel at St Maryôs is slightly off centre because it would have 

been aligned to our Saintôs day, St Mary the Virgin. On this day the sun would 

have risen a few degrees further East. 
 

At one time, most Churches would have been shaped like a cross, but many 
transepts, including those at St Maryôs, have long disappeared. And many 

other things disappeared during the excesses of the Reformation and the 

Puritan Revolution. Paintings, statues, ornaments, vestments, altar cloths and 
even altars were forbidden. With the restoration of Charles II in 1660,  
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many of these decorative items reappeared, and the Church was ófilled with 

the beauty of holiness.ô Symbolism returned to worship; headstones with 
inscriptions marking the last resting place of local citizens began to appear in 

Churchyards. Much later, during the Victorian era, Churches began to 
represent the hierarchies of society. Fixed pews were installed and this led to 

a curtailment of community activities that had been a traditional feature of 

Church life.  
 

Martinôs last plea was that Churches should attempt to restore those links 
between the community and the ch urch, and that this should perhaps be the 

corner-stone of our Appeal. By now, we were all óblown awayô by Martinôs talk, 
as our souls and minds were awakened to the óLiving Stonesô of our Church, 

and we now look forward to our Appeal which will enable us t o conserve this 

precious building, and move forward, with excitement, to the future.  
 

At the close of the óLaunchô Canon Paul announced the pledges from members 
of the PCC, totalling over £15,000, along with an unexpected contribution of 

£6,000 from the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. In July, the rest of 

the Church membership will be invited to support the Appeal, and in October, 
the Parish will be invited to help in our endeavour to make St Maryôs truly 

óLiving Stonesô move forward, restored and proud at the heart of Bitton.  
 

Ann Willis      Church Warden 
* * * * *  
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