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Cover Photograph

You may be wondering why t hi s mont hos the
former Bitton Railway Track. Well, in the first place, it is a
beautiful photograph. Well done, Peter. Perhaps more
importantly, it is included as a tribute to those members of the
public who recently campaigned so hard and
so successfully to ensure that the track was
retained as a tranquil walking and cycling
facility for the community ...for us!

A fine example of peaceful people power

at its best.
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Mari ads Ju.n.e.. Venpus kugie

I have spoken to a number of people recently who wondered aloud what had

‘ ¥ happened to the last six months! Here we are in the
middle of summer, contemplating holidays, coping
with children undertaking examinations, planning
excursions, looking forward to some sunshine, and
perhaps even putting cricket dates in the diary! For
some the past six months have flown by too quickly,
for others interminably slowly and sometimes it easy
for us to assume that our own experiences of time
passing is the same for others.

Take for instance the families of our troops returning from Afghanistan who
found the long months between Christmas and May full of anxiety. Time, for
them, crawled by as each day passed without a precious member of the
family. As it did too, for al | who have waited for test results, or spent time at
the bedside of a very unwell relative. What did the passing of time feel like for
David and Stephanie Bailey on their extended trip, each new day bringing
added excitement or challenges, new experiences, new discoveries? How has
time passed for members of our community celebrating a significant birthday,
awaiting a new arrival , or marking a particular milestone in their lives such as
retirement, or even a golden or silver anniversary (with or without spo use!)?
Time can appear to be a bit of a weasel, and how you experience the passage
of time depends so much on what is happening, how you deal with it and
what support you have from others.

During the past few months Phil and | have experienced both the slow crawl
and the fast sprint of time and have been blessed by the care offered us
spiritually and practically by so many of you during my operation and
recovery. We have appreciated the prayers, particularly the ones offered by
those of you who are housebound, the wonderful Meals
on Wheels, the cards, phone calls, visits and flowers. All
of this care made time-without-energy, and time when

energy was abwundant but t h soul

take on an unexpected richness and became in doing so
a great blessing . | thank God for His goodness in
surrounding us with such love and look forward to the

times that lie ahead of us as we continue to work out

together what it means to be human, what it means to

belong to God and to each other.

Rev Maria Sheperdson

3



OUND O

<

Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church
Elder i Muriel Williams
01177 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services in June

June 1 Mrs R. MacLachlan
June 8 Mr R. Pullin

June 15 Local Arrangement

June 22 No Service

June 29 Communion Service Rev. D. Frost

The Christian Church celebrates Whitsun or Pentecost and the coming
of the Holy Spirit on May 11 ™.
We would welcome you to our service at Upton Cheyney on that day.

Bitton Methodist Churc
Minister T The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QHi 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary i Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA 0117 967 1073

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for June

June 1 Mrs Gwyneth Dean
June 8 Rev. A. Hoare
June 15 Communion Service Rev Den Harding
June 22 Mr David Jones
June 29 Mr Bert Saunders



St Ma r Yldusch Bitton

Our Services in June 2008

Sunday 1 June 10.30 Parish Communion

Sunday 8 June 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer

Sunday 15 June 10.30 Family Parade Service

Sunday 22 June 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer

at Bristol Cathedral
Ordination of Rev Maria Shepherdson as Priest
Sunday 29 June 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Benefice Communion at
which the Rev. Maria Shepherdsonwill
preside for the first time, followed by a
6Br i ng YRicuic in t@evChubichyard

Tea Club Meetings inJune
at the Methodist Church Hall

Tuesday 3 June 2307 4pm Tea at 8 Church Road
Tuesday 17 June 2.307 4pm Kim Scudamore presents
6l sl ands of t
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EXTRACT FROM VI CAR6S REPORT TO BI TTON AN

~Looking Outwards~

After six years in the Benefice , | begin to feel comfortable
as your incumbent. I dondt mean
made me feelunc omf ort abl e. The 6émaemf or

a feeling that opinions are converging as to what needs to be

done if we are to move forward with mission as our goal,

rather than maintenance. | feel we are ready to roll! This feel -
good factor is encouraged by for example, the outstanding

improvements made to Focal Point by John Evans and the extensive work
done in the churchyard by Bob Willis and Gordon Grimster. | see a community
which takes pride in its appearance not because it seeks self-glory but, rather,

the glory of God.

Over the coming months, the Restoration Appeal  will feature heavily. The
guestion we need to be asking ourselve
for?o It i s a beauti ful church. _a m
church, and if we are any kind of responsible -
organisation, we would want to preserve it and
keep it up to scratch. But, as Christians, we have
a larger brief. We need to think about how well
we are serving the community and, in particular,
those members of the community who do not
worship or believe. And, in order to reach them,
we need to adjust to a culture and outlook very
different from the one most of us were brought up in. It means addressing the

actual needs, and talking in the language of people, with no church
background. | am not suggesting that we should throw traditio nal Anglican
worship out of the window, but | am suggesting we must be pro-active in
promoting worship and activities which bear a direct relation to the lives of the

people of Bitton. To this end, | would like to see the formation of an outreach

group which would consist of people with imagination and spirit who may or

may not be on the PCC or regular worshippers. | was stopped in my tracks

when Andrew Mottram, who came to Warmley 18 months ago, said, 6 We hav e
got to give back to the community the churchwe have stolen fror

19
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Some heartfelt thanks . During the last year we have welcomed Maria and
Phil Shepherdson to the Benefice. Maria has been a tremendous boon. Prior to
her iliness, | could not imagine how she got around to so many people and
organised so many events, including the memorable Gaza presentations. | feel
we have got three curates for the price of one! But Maria is more than just a
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hardi worker; she is a woman of prayer and has a good understanding of
people. She has been, and will be again, important to the things | have
mentioned.

Ken continues as ever. He is always thinking ahead, always keen to keep us
true to our vocation as the body of Christ. | really appreciate how much
depends on Kends ministry atgicaByi Anh and ,
Liz are our indefatigable church wardens. They are both a capable and safe
pair of hands. Whet her itoés a visit
special event, | know everything will be well -organised and executed in a spirit
of cheerfulness and good-humour. Thank you.

Finally, as always, | want you to know how grateful | am for the love and
support of my dear wife Joanne. | know you do not see her often at Bitton
but, without her backing, | can tell you | could not do the job I d o.

f

| end where | began. I do believe St Maryo6s has

to work on now is the mission and service which should govern and determine
all we do. These are my priorities for 2008/9. | believe | have your support
and concurrence in this. It is that which is the source of my comfort!

Paul Denyer,

St Maryos Flune08 Rot

June 7 Kat hl een O6Connel |
June 14 Jean Hook
June 21 Pam Hacker _}_
June 28 Shirley Day SR\ 2,
N
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From
The Parish Register May 2008
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Baptisms
11 May Alfie and Daisy Bassett Mother: Debbie
Twins Father : lan

Puzzle @)@ Corner

The correct answers for the May Anagram Puzzle were: backgammon(i
bl i nd mai nmiuscal bhaifs f monopoly i tiddly-winks i pass the
parcel T trivial pursuit 7 knockout whist i charades i scrabble i
patience 1 draughts T battleships I dominoes i happy families 1
shakes and laddersi hopscotchi mah jong

Congratulations to Alison Wride, Anne Carrington, P. Mann, and
Dorothy Brewer, who all cracked the anagram puzzle. P. Mann
submitted the firstall-c or r ect entry, so the Edi"
hi s/ her way shortly. But whatds hap

Unusually, Puzzle Corner is nowgenerating its own correspondence.

Jan Wookey wrote to say that her mother, Mrs Brewer, aged 96,
completed 17 of the answers in record time, but then spent 3 days
struggling with the PHELTTIBASS (Battleships) clue. For a time she
thought there might have been a misprint...not so! We never make
mistakes of that sort!!! Finally Mrs Brewer capitulated and had to
consult with Jan and other friends and family to complete the puzzle.

I n conclusion Jan wrote, 0 Very enjo
brainscel | s wor king. 0



Alison Wride is so taken up with Puzzle Corner that she has contributed
most of the -CGuwmeciNugnbe@Qui z. This |
regular puzzle-maker, who contributed some of the clues, with a little

more time to tend to her new garden. Many thanks, Alison.

The June Number Crunching Quiz

Number Clue Answers
1 1066 B ofH
2 11 PinaF T
3 76 TintheB P
4 22 YinaCP
5 8 N inan O
6 5 Ronthe OF
7 6 WofHE
8 28,250 H in F of K2
9 2 TD
10 90 DinaRA
11 11 SFonthe BS
12 101 D
13 39 Binthe O T
14 57 HV
15 212 BPofWinDF
16 1812 @)
17 7 SonaFPP
18 88 KonaP
19 3600 SinanH
20 3 BM
First to forward an all -correct set of answers will receive a small
prize: Answers to John J Evans, Editor Focal Point,The Galiles,
Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY/0117 9 322164/
john70gailes@btinternet.com




Gardening in June with Wendy Allen
Dare | suggest that 2008 has given us the possibility of a spring and early
summer where the monthés weather confor
what it should be. True to form, April produced plenty of showers (downpours)
if slightly on the colder side, May has started with a flourish, warm with the
odd shower making everything grow at a rate. So how about a flaming June?
Just imagine a Bath and West Show where ice-cream, sunglasses and cold
drinks were the order of the day rather than the customary wellies and
umbrellas, or a Glastonbury Festival drenched in sun rather than mud. Well,
|l etds hope so!

One thing is for sure our; gardens will be flourishing
now and whatever part of the garden you are in
there will be plenty to see and do. Many flowering
plants and shrubs will be catching our attention;
roses will begin to flourish, clematis will be in full
flower, and philadelphus (mock orange) will fill the s -
garden with its glorious scent. Delicate spires of delph|n|ums with their
wonderful variations of mauves and blues, will be especially beautiful.

In the vegetable garden harvesting time starts in earnest: lettuce, radish,
spring onions and yes, the first new potatoes. In the fruit garden rhubarb and
strawberries will ripen; although strawb erries can be bought throughout the
year, you can't beat the taste of your own home-grown variety.

Essential Tasks for June

+ Keep potted containers and baskets well watered and well fed.
Regular deadheading will prolong the flowering season.

+ In the fruit garden keep an eye on developing crops and expect to
have to do some thinning.

+ In the vegetable garden itdés time t
leeks. Tender plants such as tomatoes can now be planted outside.
Other crops can still be sown,, such as carrots, peas, Fench and
runner beans and many more.

+ In the shrub garden remove suckers from roses. Fast growing hedges,
such as privet, can be clipped. Clematis Montana can be pruned now if
necessary.

+ Mow lawns regularly, feeding as required and water if dry.

4+ Keep an eye out for black fly on your broad beans, black spot or
mildew on roses and the dreaded red lily beetle.

Most important of all, make time to enjoy a fine mid -summer in your garden

Best Wishes from Rob and all the Staff at Chief Trading Post
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St Maryds Restoration
At a meeting on 6 May the St Maryo0:
Restoration Appeal for £125,000. Details of this will be outlined at a
meeting to launch the Appeal to which everyone is cordially invited.

OLINVG STONESS®S
Friday 20 June at 7.30
St Maryos Church

An evening to mark the
launch of the

2008 Restoration Apped

Spedker:
Mr MARTIN PALMER

of North Stoke.
Broadcaster, Author and Eminent Authority
on church buildings who has made
apart i cul ar studhrchof| St Mary

Refreshments will be served

Everyone Very Welcome
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Editorial

Fire Devastates Bitton Residence
Some of our readers may not be aware that a fire
recently devastated the Bitton home of Paul and
{ﬁ Barbara Wigmore. Although the shock and the
damage were considerable, we are delighted to
report that neither was injured and both are now
comfortably settled in temporary accommodation in
Bat h. As you wil/ see fro
repair and redecoration phase is likely to be
lengthy. We send them our best wishes and we
look forward to the moment when they will be back with us.

As many of you will know, Paul is an important member of the Focal
Point t eam, with responsibility fol
commercial advertising, and more recently for producing the superb

cover photographs which have done so much to enhance the
appearance of Focal Point. Fortunately, Dr Peter Moffett has agreed to

look after the cover photographs for the time being, while Barry Smal e

our Printing Advisor, and Geoff Mackay, our Advertising Manager, will

hold a watching brief over the advert designs. Paul will be a hard act to

foll ow, but with these geneawewssl of f
cope.

Letter of Appreciation
Paul and  Barbara Wigmore would like to thank
everyone who has sent messages about our fire.
We really appreciate your concern. We are living
in Bath 1 probably for about six months i but we
shall be about in Bitton from time to time.

Remember, there will always be space in Focal Point for people to
record their appreciation to relatives, friends, neighbours and even
strangers, who have helped out in troubled times.

12



St Mar y 06 sMamMz2008t er s
Remember, remember the 1* Of May?? | do
know thataliypdps 6Remember ,
the5"of November,d but the
— lit on Ascension Day and the lingering smell of

~ the smoke they produced in Syston Churchyard
reminded me of November 5". & What h
sparklers to do with Ascension Day you may well ask. Well, they have
been used for celebrations for centuries. We were celebrating the day
when Jesus left his friends and family on earth to go to join his
heavenly father. He was seen by his disciples shining gloriously in
white. He had triumphed! He had finished the task given to him by his
Father. He had suffered and overcome a cruel death. He had come
back to life and was now going home. No wonder we were
celebrating! Paul Denyer reminded us that we should not be afraid to
celebrateandbeproudof Jesusd glory, his vict

When Jesus ascended into heaven and left his disciples, he told them

to wait; to wait for him to send a helper, a comforter. This helper and
comforter was the Holy Spirit and he came to the disciples on the first
day of Pentecost which we celebrated on May 11". Ken reminded us
about the coming of the Holy Spirit and the effect he had on the
disciples. In fact the crowd gathered round the disciples were so
amazed to hear, each in their own language, what a raggle - taggle
bunch of Galileans were saying , they accused them of being drunk!
We too can feel the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives; like the wind

we candt see it but we can see the

On April 15" the Church Annual General Meeting met to review the
previous year, to elect the churchwardens and sidespeople, and to
elect the PCC, the governing body of the Church. Many, many thanks
to all who have served last year and to those who will serve this year.
On 6™ May the new PCC took the bold stp to agree to launch a
restoration appeal for £125,000. (See Pages 5 and 10 for the further
information on the Launch).
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A highlight of one of our recent services was
Gl ynn Laverack©os choiC\eleg)\f?,,his f
hymn. We enjoyed his explanation of the A B -
background and controversy surrounding the -
hymn and we raised the roof with a rousing
rendition of Onward Christian Soldiers. If you
would like to choose your own favourite
hymn to be sung in one of the services,
please contact Pete.

We are really pleased that Maria has now had her operation and is
recovering well. Donot™ Jumer yve haveh e r
hired a coach for those who wish to attend the service at Bristol
Cathedral. You can sign up on the list at the back of Church. We pray
that Maria will be well enough to have the strength to enjoy her special
day.

Liz Midgley

Churchyard Lighting

Any of you walking through the Churchyard in the evening will have
noticed that it is now well lit. T he lights have been installed at the
expense of the Church Hall to help users of the Hall to park in Church
Road and to walk safely through the Churchyard to the Hall at night

The Committee thank all those who heed our request that
they do not park in Church Lane to avoid congestion and
out of consideration for the residents. We know that it
adds to your journey time but it is greatly appreciated by

-\
ﬁ the residents of the Lane.
()

St Maryds Church Halljl
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Too Good To Miss

Charity Coffee Morning
Saturday 14™ Junei 10am to 12noon
Bitton Methodist Church

Plants, Gifts, Cakes and Other Stalls
Proceeds b

St P eHospiceG&sFrenchay Neurology Unit

Barbeque Picnicin Aid of Local Scout Funds
Sunday 20 July at Noon

The Dower House Garden
by kind invitation of
Robin and Anne Hayman.
Burgers, Hot Dogs and Drinks on Sale
Swimming pool may be available for
children, under parental supervision.

Cream Teas in Aid of The Home Farm Trust
Sunday 22" Junei between 3pm & 5pm

8 Church Road, Bitton
Looking forward to seeing you,
and hopingfor| ast year 0s
glorious sunshine
Ken and Jill Gibsn
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