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Paul‟s Message for May 2009  ~  Sliding or Deciding 

Dear Friends 
At the recent benefice marriage preparation course, run by the 
Bristol Community Family Trust, Harry Benson introduced a new 
unit. It was called „Sliding or Deciding‟. He told participants that 
recent research indicates that when it comes to setting up with a 
partner, many people, men in particular, „slide‟ into the 

relationship. It feels good when two people meet and find each other attractive, 
especially at first. Having a significant other who cares for you, looks after you, 
says they love you, is wonderful and it is fun! To a young person, setting out in 
life, it can seem a lot better than being single. But, beneath the facade, there is 
sometimes no commitment. No binding decision has been taken. This is where 
Harry becomes evangelical about marriage. Marriage is, or should be, an act of 
commitment. It is nailing your colours to the mast. It isn‟t just falling in love; it 
is about laying your life on the line for another person. It is about sacrifice. 
 
The notion of commitment, with consequences and cost, is weak in our society. 
Currently, the buzz word is „choice‟. We are encouraged to pursue a personal 
one-item agenda. „What is right for you?‟ But, without commitment, there is less 
chance for growth, development and fulfilment. Freedom is not about being 
fancy free. It is about sharing your vision with another. 
 
Exactly the same applies to Church. Some people attend Church out of habit. 
They have done it for as long as they can remember. The decision to commit, to 
invest, to get involved, to be „up for it‟, to take responsibility, is not strong. It is 
a hobby, not a passion. If it doesn‟t suit, walk away. But without that 
commitment, Church doesn‟t work. It quickly becomes boring and irrelevant. I 
am not talking about how much you give financially or how many hours you 
spend in the building, although these things may be indicators, but about active, 
sacrificial and joyful engagement with brothers and sisters in Christ „for better or 
for worse‟. I am talking about the corporate encouragement of one another, not 
a religious duty. All the re-ordering of buildings and fresh expressions of worship 
we are pursuing in all three churches of the benefice, are about reconnecting 
with our humanity and the humanity of other people. That way we begin to re-
connect with God-made-man, our Lord Jesus. 
 
Currently, Maria is preparing an imaginative confirmation course for those 
committing to the Body of Christ. As we pray for the candidates, let us pray for 
ourselves that we are not „sliders‟ but „deciders‟, for, as the Book of Revelation 
bluntly tells us, lukewarm Christians are worse than useless. 

With my Best Wishes ~ Paul 
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AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

                                  
Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 

 
Elder – Muriel Williams 

0117 – 961 6843 

Our 3pm Sunday Services for May 2009 

 
 Sunday  3  May    Margaret White 
 Sunday 10 May    Mr  Colin White

 Sunday 17 May    Mr John Creech
 Sunday 24 May       No Service 
 Sunday 31 May     Communion Service    Rev. Canon Paul Denyer

  

Bitton Methodist Church 

 
Minister – The Rev. Denise Harding 

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 
Correspondence Secretary – Mr Reg Pullin 

113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073  
 

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for May 2009 

    Sunday 3 May     Mr P Warrey 
  Sunday 10 May      Communion Service   Rev. Den Harding 
 Sunday 17 May    Mrs G. Dean 

 Sunday 24 May    Mr R. Lucas 
 Sunday 31 May    Rev. Den Harding
    

We would like to express our thanks to everyone who helped to make   
our Anniversary Celebrations such a success: all those who worked 
so cheerfully and willingly and all those who came perhaps for the first 

time. 

You will always find a welcome at our Bitton Chapel. 
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St Mary‟s Church Bitton 

Vicar:  The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer 0117 967 3965 
  The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate:  The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson 0117 960 8442 

  25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 
Lay    Mr Ken Gibson,   0117 932 2122 
Ministers: 8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 

  Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117932 8949 
  Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 
Church: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 

Wardens 40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
  Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive, 0117 9326 898 
  Willsbridge, BS30 6UP 
 

Baptism  Mrs Jean Gray    0117 967 2964 
Enquiries:     
Marriage & Funeral Enquiries:          To the Vicar 

 
 

Our May 2009 Services at St Mary‟s Church 
 
Sunday 3 May   10.30  Parish Communion 
Sunday 10 May   08.00   Holy Communion 
    10.30  Sunday~Funday in the  
      Church Hall 
    10.30  Morning Prayers 

Sunday 17 May   10.30  Family Service for Christian Aid 
      Week, followed by a Christian  
      Aid Lunch at Springfield Villa by 
      kind invitation of Nicola and 
      John Bennetts. 
Sunday 24 May   08.00  Holy Communion 
    10.30  Morning Prayer 
Sunday 31 May   Pentecost 
    10.30  Pentecost United Benefice
      Communion Service at 

      St Barnabas‟ Church Warmley
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK AND THIRD WORLD LUNCH 
 
Keep Hope Alive – that‟s the challenge on this year‟s 
Christian Aid week posters, and the picture shows a girl 
at a sewing machine.  She is Nadia and her future was 
bleak until she received sewing training from Humanité 
Nouvelle, one of Christian Aid‟s partners in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  Nadia is now earning a 
small income and helping to teach other young women to 

sew.  „They gave me education for life,‟ she says, „and 
they gave me hope for the future.‟ 
 
Christian Aid Week this year runs from 10th to 16th May and challenges us to 
give hope through our gifts.   There will as usual be a house-to-house collection 
and a Third World lunch to which everyone is invited.  You are asked to give the 
price of your usual Sunday lunch in return for which you may have as much 
soup and bread and cheese as you want.   The lunch will be held on Sunday 
17th May from after Church till 2 o‟clock and will be at Springfield Villa, Upton 
Cheyney.   (Please ring me on 9324696 if you would like a lift.) 

 
Our gifts really do make a difference.   Please give generously. 

Nicola Bennetts 

 
 

Mid-Week Groups 
Morning and Evening Group Programmes plus Praise and Prayer continue on 
Wednesdays until the end of June. Programme cards with all details are 
available at the back of the Church. 

Ken Gibson 

 

 

From The Parish Register – April 2009 

 
Marriage 
4th April 

Paul Stoodley to Heather Smith  
We wish Paul and Heather Every Happiness in Their Life Together 
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St Mary‟s Matters ~ May 2009 
On April 21st the Annual General Meeting of the Parochial 

Church Council was held in St Mary's, a time when we review 
the past year in our Church. 

 
Innovation and Inspiration. The Rev'd Canon Paul Denyer continues to look 
for innovative ways to lead people to the Christian Faith. His many dramatic 
sketches and re-enactments of biblical events engage and inspire young and 
old alike. Paul is ably assisted by the Rev'd Maria Shepherdson who, with 
her lovely voice, adds a welcome dimension to our services. Maria has 
introduced a monthly Celtic Communion this year, which has been well 
attended. We are also grateful for the support of the Rev'd Catherine 
Coster and of our Lay Ministers, Ken Gibson and David Bailey;  
particularly for the hours Ken gives to organisation at St Mary's. 

 

A Friendly Welcoming Church. Many people help to make St Mary's a 
friendly and welcoming Church and we acknowledge the debt we owe to 
the Church Members as a whole. We extend our thanks to the Sidesmen 
for their hard work in carrying out their tasks week by week. We also thank 

the PCC, especially Helen Pugsley, Elaine Pool and Annette Vowles as they 
finish their term in office. 
 
Engaging Young People. Efforts to engage young people have had success 

this year; the Choir has grown in membership and this has also increased the 
Sunday School Group. For the very young, the Sunday Funday, held 
monthly in the Church Hall, is proving extremely popular, with some 
sixteen members. We are thankful for the organising team and especially 
for the expertise of the music teacher, Kate Weldon. 
 
Appeal Shows Tangible Results. The Living Stones Appeal has raised some 
£75,000 so far, grateful thanks to the Church Members, the local community 
and, most especially, to Jill Gibson for all her hard work appealing to grant 
makers. We appreciate the work of Jacqui Harris as Treasurer of the 

Appeal and for the extra work this has meant for John Bennetts, St Mary's 
Treasurer. The Kitchen is near to completion and we look forward shortly to 
the installation of the new Lighting Scheme and improved access to the 
West Door. Whilst continuing to seek fundraising, we are always looking 
for ways of engaging with the Community and will look forward shortly to 
a talk on „„Maintenance to Mission' by Andrew Evans 
 
Ongoing Success. It is pleasing to note the improvement in the overall 
appearance of the Churchyard, a tribute to the dedication of Gordon 
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Grimster and his hard-working team. The Church Hall is valued as a meeting 
place for various Community Groups and is used every morning and most 
evenings. We thank Janet Ivens for her work as Chairperson, David 
Harris as Treasurer and Jill Gibson for her continued managerial role. 
 

We look to the future with Faith and Optimism.  How can we fail when so many help to 
give our Church its wonderful outgoing Spirit! 

 

Ann Willis        Liz Midgley 

Churchwardens 

 

 
40th Anniversary of the Bristol/Uganda Link May 2009  

 
Bristol became linked with Uganda in 1969 with the aim of sharing the Gospel 

and developing relationships.  
 
To celebrate this Special Anniversary Bishop Mike has encouraged each Area 
Dean to invite visitors from our linked Dioceses to join us in Kingswood and 
South Gloucestershire, where we will be welcoming Bishop Patrick Kyaligonza 
and his wife Rose from Rwenzori. 
 

At 7.30pm on Wednesday 6 May 
there will be a 

Celebration Service at 

All Saints, Longwell Green 
Speaker – Bishop Patrick Kyaligonza of Rwenzori, Uganda 

 
This will take the place of our Wednesday evening groups for that week. 

Everyone is invited for what is expected to be an interesting and lively evening. 
 

Further details are available from our Uganda Link representative  

Ken Gibson 
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Welcome News for Bitton Tennis Club 

                                                       
 

 
 
 

Bitton Tennis Club is pleased to announce the start of its 2009 season in 
a new location on 

Tuesday 28th April 2009 from 6.30 pm onwards 

The Tennis Centre is part of a spanking brand new sports complex at the 
Sir Bernard Lovell School, North Street, Oldland Common, 

Bristol 

and will include: 
6 Tennis Courts, 3 of which are Floodlit, 
4 Mini-Tennis Courts for Younger Players  

A New Sports Centre (soon to be built) along with a New Club House. 

 
Bitton Tennis Club will meet every Tuesday and Thursday from 6.30pm 

Adult Coaching is on Wednesday evening from 7.00 pm for both 
Beginners and Improvers 

ENJOY SPORT AND GET FIT ~ TAKE UP TENNIS 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT BITTON TENNIS CLUB 
Further details from Mike Thorne on 0117-9324748 

Phone Mike Now! 

 

 

Deadline for June Edition 
Could you please forward contributions for the June Edition of Focal 
Point by Wednesday 13 May, preferably in Tahoma Font 10, although 

typewritten, handwritten or telephoned articles/notices/letters will always 
be welcome. 

John J Evans, Editor Focal Point 

The Gailes, Brewery Hill, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, BS30 6LY 
Tel. 0117-9-322164. Email john70gailes@btinternet.com 

 
 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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„A Taste of Bitton‟ 
A Gourmet Presentation of Culinary Delights 

In Aid of the Living Stones Appeal and St Mary‟s Flower Fund 
Saturday 30 May 2009 

  10 am ~ 12 noon  
St Mary‟s Church Hall Church Hall 

 

Local Produce plus Home-Made Jams, Pickles, Cakes & Plants. 
 

Join us for Coffee! 
 

 

 Summer Fashion Show 
at 

St Mary‟s Church Thursday 14th May at 7.30 pm 

ELEGANZA FASHIONS 
by 

EILEEN FISHER & ELEGANZA 
Tickets £6.50 include: 

Fashion Show ~ Glass of Wine ~ Nibbles ~ Try On and Buy!  
Tickets from Ann Willis  

Tel: 9323868 ~ e.mail: bobwillis@talktalk.net 

 

 

 „Family Books‟ Keynsham 
„Family Books‟ is one of Focal Points longstanding advertisers, and the 
Proprietor, David Brassington, has given good and friendly service to many of us 
over the years. David has now announced his retirement at the end of 2009 and 
is seeking a new owner. 
 
Situated in a favourable location for easy parking, the shop has been trading for 
25 years and has a loyal customer base from a wide area. Would you, or 
anyone you know, be interested in taking over the business as a going concern? 
If so David will be delighted to receive a phone call on 0117 986 8747, or an 
email at david@familybooks.co.uk  

 

 

 

mailto:david@familybooks.co.uk
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Milestone Celebrations for Bitton WI 

 
The 70th anniversary birthday party of Bitton W.I was held on Monday 6th April 
and attended by 40 members, including present and past presidents and 
distinguished guests: Elizabeth Crew (WI Advisor for Avon Federation), Carol 
King (Chair of the National Federation of Women‟s Institutes) and Jean Hook 
(current President of Bitton W.I) 
 
The church hall was transformed with elegant drapes, bows, balloons and table 

decorations – all in the themed colour scheme of green and white, including the 
magnificent 70th birthday cake centre piece made by Janet Ballinger. Festivities 
included celebratory aperitifs followed by a scrumptious three course meal 
prepared and served by Ros and Charles Knight.  
 
Following the cutting of the cake by our two „youngest at heart‟ members, Edith 
Cary and Connie Williams, everyone enjoyed a delicious slice with their coffee 
and settled down to enjoy the In-House entertainment: a colourful, 

enlightening, humbling, uplifting and humorous 
„Background Story‟ of how Bitton W.I has evolved over 
the past 7 decades, scripted, and narrated by WI 
members representing each decade. The vibrant and 
nostalgic scrapbook compilations of Bitton W.I 
memorabilia took everyone on a further journey down 

memory lane to marvel at the achievements and fun generated.                    

Here‟s to the Next 70 years! 
Cheryl  Wright 

Advance Notice 
Don‟t Miss the Social Event of the Season 

  The St Mary‟s Bitton Summer Ball 
at Westover House 

    by kind permission of Dr & Mrs D. Bailey 

   Saturday June 27th 
Drinks on the Lawn from 7.30p.m. 

Tickets £30 from Ann Willis Tel. 9323868 

Further Information in the June Edition of Focal Point 
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Big Surprise at Mad Hatters‟ Tea Party 
Exotic Hats Please. In the beautiful setting of Priston Mill, on one of 

April‟s loveliest spring days, Friends and Family joined Angela Carlton-
Porter and Robin Dudley-Ward of Baron‟s Court, Bitton, at Angela‟s 50th 
Birthday Celebrations.  The Invitation suggested that guests should all 

wear unusual hats, as per Alice‟s strange friends at the original Mad 
Hatter‟s Tea Party. We duly arrived, doffing our exotic hats to one 
another, to be welcomed on the rolling lawns by Alice and The Mad 

Hatter, alias Angela and Robin, while elegant waiters served tea, 
champagne and miniscule cakes in what can best be described as an 
idyllic birthday setting.  

 
Surprise Entertainment. The Invitation also indicated that there would 
some surprise entertainment before dinner. Robin, who is blessed with 

an unusually loud voice, cut short the afternoon laughter, and ordered 
the guests to assemble in a splendid oak-beamed room at the top of the 
mill where seats were laid out and a harpist was already playing 

haunting melodies on her Irish Harp. Clearly this was the opening act of 
the „entertainment‟. But a few people, mostly ladies, were missing. 
Clearly getting ready to perform. Two official looking ladies appeared 

with clip boards and pens. Probably the second act. Suddenly, The Mad 
Hatter, who now appeared to be in desperate need of a stiff whisky, 
made a short announcement.  “After an eleven year courtship (?), 

Angela has decided that we should get married. To-day‟s the day, so 
would you please stand and welcome the beautiful bride and her six 
lovely bridesmaids.” Fade harp, bring up the wedding march from the 

entry of the Queen of Sheba. 
 
The Well Kept Secret.  Apparently, only two people knew that a wedding 

would be taking place; Angela‟s son, who would be giving her away, and 
Angela‟s friend, Phillipa, who had masterminded the secret 
arrangements. The best man, Robin‟s university friend Alistair, had only 
been informed of his duties an hour before the ceremony, and the 

bridesmaids, six of Angela‟s dearest friends, knew nothing until we 
moved into the Mill. We were all dumbfounded and delighted as we 
witnessed a totally charming civil wedding ceremony conducted by the 

two official looking ladies from the Bath Registry Office, followed by a 
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Blessing from friend and colleague, the Reverend Mike Wilkinson, 
Chaplain at Kingswood School.  

 
Yet another surprise. The rest of the day followed the traditional 
wedding pattern with much laughter, a few tears of joy, impromptu 

speeches, considerable heckling, a wonderfully presented wedding 
breakfast, a shell-shocked bridegroom, a 
bride whose constant smile was a joy to 

behold, and a live-band with Angela taking 
over from the drummer as she relived her 
days as a professional rock musician…yet 

another surprise for the shell-shocked 
guests.               Alice & The Mad Hatter. 
    Married at last. 

Definitely a Wedding to be Remembered! 

 
 

The Meadows School PTA Grand Auction of Promises 
In June the Meadows School PTA is holding an Auction of Promises. On the 
evening we will be auctioning items and skills that have been donated to us by 
friends of the school. Our last auction in 2005 achieved over £3,000 towards 
equipment for our children. 
 
This is a request for donations for items or skills that you think others will bid 
for. For example: 

 a day pass for a local attraction, 
 an acupuncture treatment, 

 the promise to do a basket of ironing, 
 jars of homemade preserves, 
 a beauty treatment, 
 tickets to a sporting event, 
 a bottle of spirits. 

 
This list is in no way exhaustive – please use your imagination! 
All items or skills promised will be gratefully received. 

Tickets for the evening will be on sale closer to the event. 
 

If you would like to contribute please contact 
Celia Buckland 0117-9328351 
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Puzzle Corner     May 2009 

 

Codeword 
The object is to discover which letter of the alphabet each number in the grid 
represents. Put in the two starter letters wherever their numbers occur. This 
should give you enough clues to start guessing at likely words 
 

A 
4 18 24 2 12 14 2 5 26 8   7  1 

N 

B 
 2  4  26  20  15  1 2 19 20 

O 

C 
6 21 3 18  20 13 17 26 21   2  13 

P 

D 
 3  22  13  24  20 25 20 24 26 20 

Q 

E 
   26  16    16     10 

R 

F 
9 26 20 5 9 20 22  8 11 17 7 7 24 26 

S 

G 
26  9   18 20 5 11 8   2  3 

T 

H 
22 24 2 16   10  17   26 1 14 2 

U 

I 
3  10   9 26 20 19 8   20  21 

V 

J 
21 5 26 15 21 20 24  12 21 25 25 24 26 8 

W 

K 
13     23    9  17    

X 

L 
22 2 9 24 26 23  12  6  22  2  

Y 

M 
17  20   24 2 21 8 26  25 17 5 1 

Z 

 5 2 23 26  26  3  1  20  21   

 22  14   8 23 3 20 23 26 22 17 8 23  

 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

L 

25 

Z 

26 

 

April Quiz on Tree Anagrams 
We had a bumper response to last month‟s quiz with no fewer than 10 all correct 
answers. First out of the editor‟s hat, and winner of an indescribably valuable prize, was 
Ann Thorogood of Bath Road, Bitton.  Answers Sycamore, Horse Chestnut, Walnut, Field 
Maple, Hawthorn, Rowan, Monkey Puzzle, Alder, Weeping Willow, Eucalyptus, Silver 
Birch, Scots Pine, Douglas Fir, Poplar, Crab Apple, Flowering Cherry, Larch, Laburnum, 
Ginkgo, Magnolia.  
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Spotlight on Local People ~ Ron Elcock 
Many villagers of Upton Cheyney and Bitton will 
remember the man who used to walk through the village 
twice a day in a dairy coat with two cows, and then one 
cow. He was known affectionately by many as „the 
second largest dairy farmer in the village‟.   
 
Ron Elcock started life in Monmouth on Valentine‟s eve, 
1924.  He moved to Bath and went to school until 1938 
when he took up an apprenticeship under George Cooper 
at Bath Auto Services.  He worked with George for many 
years and became a talented mechanic.  During the war 

his reserved occupation job was to keep the buses repaired to facilitate the vital 
troop movements linking the underground ammo dump at Monkton Farleigh, 
with the railway line at Corsham.  He recalls the German bombers flying along 
the railway lines desperate to find the location of the dump, but luckily for us, 
consistently failing.  Ron tells me that buses had no front brakes in those days! 
 
He met and married Doreen who worked in the offices of Bath Auto Services in 

the early 1950s. Doreen‟s father was the landlord of the Rising Sun in Twerton 
and Ron worked hard behind the bar in the evenings.  They both saved up 
enough, working long hours, to be able to afford to buy Cheyney Cottage for a 
sum that might just buy you an old banger today.  Ron had sold a second-hand 
Fergie tractor to Arthur Drewett who mentioned he had an old cottage empty 
which might suit the growing family. Ron has been there ever since.  
 
Here they raised their four children.  The eldest is Richard who farms locally and 
comes over most weekends to mow and tidy the garden.  Pauline sadly 
contracted MS which Ron puts down to the children playing in the flooding. He 
could well be right; who knows what viruses are present in flood water? She 
lives in a home near Shepton Mallet. Christine lives nearby and comes over most 
days to clean and do the shopping and make sure Ron is coping. John 
emigrated to New Zealand where he farms and keeps in regular touch by 
telephone. Ron has several grandchildren (too many to remember, he says!) 
and three great grandchildren.  Ron lost Doreen about 7 years ago and lives on 
his own with Roly the dog. 
 
Until a couple of years ago Ron regularly walked out with Roly morning and 
evening dispensing wisdom and catching up on the local news. He was still 
cutting his own lawn and tending his extensive vegetable garden and his two 
greenhouses bursting with tomatoes and plants up to the age of 84.  His pride  
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and joy is his garden but in the last year he has become unable to work in it as 
he would like.  A few of us are going to help with the vegetable patch and share 
the produce with him which seems a splendid solution.  
 
Ron remembers the drains being put in to the village – some the wrong way 

round he says which is why there is a flood in North Stoke Lane after heavy rain 
and problems at the top of Brewery Hill.  He particularly remembers the 
beautiful water trough opposite the Bennetts‟ house which used to teem with 
frogs.  He remembers several winters when everyone was cut off from the 

outside world and all the neighbours helped each other out.  His wisdom and 
knowledge of plants, the weather and mechanics is still sought by some of us.  
If Ron says it will rain in half an hour you can be sure it will! 
 
The villagers know Ron for his habit of herding a cow back and forth each day 
for milking until a few years ago.  The calf was sold to him for £1.  He was 
affectionately known as Ron-one-cow then, but more recently Ron-one-dog as 
his faithful terrier Roly took the place of the cow.  Roly takes himself out these 
days and can be found all over the village but always finds his way home safely 
and bangs on the door with his nose to announce his return. 

 
Various relatives, neighbours, carers and villagers pop in most days and Ron is 
thus enabled to stay in his own home where he has happily lived for over 50 
years now.  He reads the Western Daily every day and is always up with the 
latest news and weather of course. Ron tends to hoard anything that might 
come in useful, so if you need to find out what was happening here 30 years 
ago, just ask Ron. His filing system may be a bit unusual, but he‟ll find you a 
Western Daily covering the issue.    
 
His cottage is still 1948 inside with a lean-to containing the sink and the loo.  

The bathroom is in the workshop around the corner!  Ron is, however, quite 
content without the modern conveniences most of us would regard as essential. 
Let‟s hope this wonderful village patriarch will be with us for many more years  

Roz Burmester 
  

St Mary‟s Flower Roster for May 
 2 May     Anne Boulton 
 9 May     Nicola Bennetts 
 16 May     Janet Ivens 

 23 May     Pam Hacker 
 30 May     Kathleen O‟Connor 
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Bitton Village Residents Association - Flicks in the Sticks 
As most of you will know Bitton‟s monthly film show Flicks in the Sticks is taking 
a break during the summer months. I think the general consensus was that a 
good time was had by all at each of the five film nights and I would like to say a 
big thank you to Wendy and Barry Smale, Julia and David Mace, Elaine and Bob 
Skidmore, Stephanie and David Bailey, Kate and Andrew Ward, Pearl and John 
Evans and Martin for all their help and support throughout the season. Hopefully 
no one worked too hard but together we got the show on the road.  
I would also like to thank Razzle, a local charity funded by the Arts Council and 
South Glos. Council, who helped us set up the film shows and lent us the 
equipment. We would never have got started without them. 
 
Dates for your diary.   So Flicks in the Sticks will be back in September and we 
plan to show a film each month on the 3rd Friday in the Month, so dates for 
your diary are: 

Friday 18 September 2009 
Friday 16 October  
Friday 20 November  
Friday 15 January 2010 

Friday 19 February  
Friday 19 March   

 
We are giving December a miss since we just know you will all be too busy 
partying or preparing for Christmas. 
 
BVRA Equipment.   One excellent bit of news is that the Bitton Village Resident‟s 
Association has now acquired a projector, DVD player, sound system and screen 
thanks to a most generous grant from the Quartet Community Foundation. This 
high quality equipment will be available at no charge for any open community 
event for the village and at a small charge for any private function. We will let 
you know more details about this next month. 
 
Mailing List.  Finally, if you want to be on the Flicks e-mailing list, to be 
reminded of up and coming films, please e-mail your e-mail address to 
hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk 

 

Bridget Hetzel 
 
(Congratulations to Bridget and her team of film buffs for their highly successful 
launch of Flicks in the Sticks ~ a really exciting new enterprise for our local 
community. Well done everyone!) 

 

mailto:hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk
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Gardening in May with Rob Allen 
 

One thing is for certain: I'd never be able to write for a national newspaper or 
broadcast on Radio or TV. For one thing, as many will have gathered, my 
grammar is not that special. More importantly, I would only publish good news, 
and good news doesn‟t sell newspapers or pay for TV advertising. So what is 
this good news?  Well, we‟re in the middle of a major recession, and like many 
of you I have a family member who is experiencing the hardship of redundancy. 
However, it is not all bad news, and oddly enough, in spite of an extremely hard 
winter, the gardening industry appears to be bucking the trend. A man in his 
late sixties, who‟s been in the industry all his life and whose judgement I 
admire, assured me last September that gardening would come through a 
recession stronger than ever. Things have been tough but since the February 
half-term, business has picked up and by Mothering Sunday major garden 
centre groups and other areas of the gardening industry have recovered 
amazingly well. 
 
So forget the G20 summit and the politicians and pundits who claim they have 
all the answers. Put your trust in the great British public which has decided that 
Britain is going to grow its way out of this mess. The gardening industry was 
optimistic that the „grow your own‟ campaign would be successful, but even the 
most optimistic could not have predicted just how successful! Major seed 
companies are already fast selling out of many vegetable varieties; sales of seed 
potatoes have been enormous and fruit tree and bush producers are unable to 
keep up with demand. 
 
Completing the good news, a lovely spring has followed a harsh winter, and the 
displays of daffodils, primroses, magnolias, camellias, flowering cherries and 
many more early blooms, have been unusually spectacular this 
year. It's as though the whole plant kingdom wants to cheer us 
up. So, as we move into one of the busiest months of the 
gardening year, here's a selection of jobs that will pay even 
greater dividends if attacked with enthusiasm over the next few 
weeks: 

 In the fruit garden, if the weather is hot, water soft fruit bushes to help 
berries swell. 

 On the vegetable plot many tender varieties, such as runner and French 
beans can be sown. 

 Perennials will need staking while spring-flowering bulbs will need 
further deadheading and feeding. 

 If not already done feed lawns and mow weekly. 
 Generally keep on top of weeding. 
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Enjoy your garden and look out for coverage of the best flower show in the 
world:  Chelsea. 

 
Regards from Rob and everyone at Chief Trading Post 

 
* * * * *  

 
Dear Editor 

 
Visit of Canon Andrew Evans ~ Saturday May 16, 10am 

 
I was brought up short a while ago by a church consultant who told us, “We 
have to give back to the community the church we have stolen from them”. I 
am committed to the idea that St Mary‟s Church Bitton should be a facility for 
the community as a whole and not confined exclusively to religious activity. It is 
to this end that we are currently in the middle of our ambitious programme to 
install a kitchen, improve the lighting and generally make the building more 
accessible. 

 
As a further development, on Saturday May 16, Canon 
Andrew Evans is coming to St Mary‟s to lead a seminar which 
will be designed to help us move from maintenance to 
mission. Andrew is a good speaker and motivator. He appeals 
to church-goers and people in the wider community alike. I 
know because I have experienced his ministry at first hand! 
 
This will be an open meeting. We are anxious to invite to the 

seminar all interested parties, but particularly key people who care about our 

village. The seminar will take place in the Church. It begins at 10am and will 
finish by 12.30pm. There will be an opportunity for you to express your views 
and to listen to the opinions of others. There is no preconceived agenda, apart 
from the desire to explore ways in which your Church can celebrate the life and 
aspirations of the village. 
 
If you are coming it would be helpful for catering purposes to let Paul know, but 
it will be quite acceptable to turn up on the day. 

 
Look forward to seeing you there! 

Paul Denyer 
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Bee-Keeping with Brenda 
It is early April and I take my puppy and walk down the garden to see 

the bees.   The plum tree is smothered in blossom and I spy a fat 
bumblebee flying, but it is still too early in the day for honey bees to fly. 
They need the sun to warm things up before they venture out. The hives 

sit there, silent.   Beneath each lies a large pile of white and yellow wax 
cappings; the bees have been uncapping their winter honey, a clear 
indication that there is abundant life emerging inside the hives. 

 
Looking through my hives on a warm day about a week later I find the 
queen, laying energetically; she can lay up to 1,000 eggs each day at 

this time of year.   Each egg needs three weeks to evolve into a newly 
born bee, and I could just see one poking its head out of its golden 
brown wax capped cell.  She emerges fully formed, soft and furry, and 

wanders around a bit dazed.   Soon another bee greets her and offers 
food.   Within just a few hours she will have learnt to feed herself and 
started her life as a worker bee; her first task is cleaning out cells and 

making them ready for the queen to lay in once more. 
 
As I work my way through the brood nest, starting at 

the end nearest to me, the first comb is full of last 
year‟s crystallised ivy honey.  Then I come across a 
frame of comb with a beautiful pattern of brood-eggs 

at the centre, each one a tiny white shiny object just like a comma, 
surrounded by larvae, also white and glistening curled up in their bowl of 
bee food.   A much larger patch of sealed brood surrounds the larvae.  

An arc of yellow and gold pollen surrounds the brood and the rest of the 
comb is taken up with newly collected nectar; food for the bees and their 
young charges.  

 
Thousands of bees cluster on the comb to keep the brood warm and I 
quickly put the hive back together, knowing the colony is healthy and 
growing fast.   In a couple of weeks, if the weather stays fine, I  will 

take out the crystallised ivy honey to leave more space for the queen to 
lay and for the fresh nectar coming in. The miracle of the bee hive is 
how the bees organize themselves, moving from task to task in an 

orderly fashion, progressing from being house bees to guard bees, to 
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flying bees who gather nectar, pollen, propolis and water, bringing it 
back to the hive in wave after wave of rhythmic flowing energy. 

 
At the centre of all this activity is the queen, quietly, industriously laying 
her eggs, using the sperm collected on her original mating flight to 

fertilize the worker bee eggs. 
 
This spring has been ideal for the bees.  Winter was cold, at times very 

cold, which killed off the bugs.   Early March saw the herald of spring 
with warm sunshine, flowering crocus much loved by the bees, and 
weather suitable for flying so that the bees could relieve themselves of 

the winter build up of faeces, which they store in their bodies. As I sit in 
the warm spring sunshine and watch my bees coming and going at the 
entrance to their hive, there is a sense of purpose amid all the activity.   

 
All day long, whilst the sun shines and provided the wind is not cold, the 
bees maintain constant organized flights between the blackthorn, the 

pussy willows, and the bee hive. If the warm weather continues and the 
activity in the hive increases, swarms can emerge.  Remember, swarms 
of bees are not dangerous: their one interest is finding a new home for 

themselves. Should you be lucky enough to find a swarm of bees just 
stand and watch in awe.   Then ring me on 932 3191 or Pat Pegrum, the 
Bath Beekeepers Swarm Liaison Officer, on 01225 767718 and we will 

come and collect it. 
See you next month. 

Brenda Claxton 

*********** 
 

„Foster Care Fortnight‟ Highlights Continuing Need 
Foster Care Fortnight falls in May, a month when being a foster carer and 
looking after children in care is highlighted more than it is during the rest of the 
year. Have you ever thought about foster caring? Or, if it is something you are 
not able to consider for yourself, do you know someone else who might? 
 
I apologise if I have asked you these questions before, but the need for more 
foster carers is ever present. We need more because children are always 
coming into care and people, who already „care‟ will, at some time, inevitably 
stop. We accept that and vow to keep trying to fill the pool with new people. It 
is my job to try and reach out to these new people. 
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The public perception of foster caring is that it is an onerous task, an 
unnecessary life-changing event and definitely something that only other people 
should get involved with. So, how can I address all these points and present 
reasons why people should seriously think about foster caring and, once 
completely convinced, then make that first step by contacting me? Here goes! 

 
Foster caring will always be regarded as an onerous task to those outside the 

process because it involves taking in a child or young 
person who needs care. It is, by its very nature, 

something extra that needs to be done. These children 
need to be looked after by people who can offer them a 
nurturing, positive environment. We are constantly 
looking for people with these qualities. Fostering a child 
or young person will change your life, as will 
introducing anyone, or anything different, into your 
lifestyle and household. This is why any carers, when 

being assessed, are as prepared as possible for the time when a child arrives. 
 
Yes, other people do get involved in foster caring and they are supported every 

step of the way by this Authority. As the ultimate welfare of the children is our 
responsibility it is in our best interest that the foster carers we attract, assess, 
approve and, very importantly retain, are people we can trust, call upon and 
know will provide the best care for the children. In exchange for this we offer 
generous fees and allowances, structured training, interaction with existing 
foster carers and continuous, ongoing support. I‟m not going to tell you it‟s 
easy, or that it isn‟t challenging; what I will say is that the opportunities are 
there to not only help the children and young people attain their goals but, at 
the same time,  to develop your own fresh aims and targets in life. 
 

If you, or someone you know, want to take that first step of just finding out 
more information about Caring, please contact me on 01454 866423 and I will 
answer any questions you might have, or you might prefer to read our very 
comprehensive information pack which can be viewed online at 
www.southglos.gov.uk/fostering. Here you will also find further information on 
fostering.  
 
Please note that special arrangements have to be made if you intend making 
arrangements for Private Fostering. For further information please contact 
01454 868008 or view www.southglos.gov.uk/privatefostering 
 

Tony Bray ~ Family Placement Team 
South Gloucestershire Council 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/fostering
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/privatefostering

