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The National Curriculum in Less Structured Times :

- Following a series of art lessons at Upton Cheyney School during the -
1940s, the older children made and framed an Illluminated Text which

2 hung on the wall of the main classroom for several years. A few readers §
may well remember it. The text, which seems just as relevant today as

§ it did then, read:
: T he fruit of the Spirit is

: Love , joy, peace, long - sufferin g, _
| gentleness, goodness, Faith, meekness g
and temperance 3

Contributed by Muriel Williams  a Former Pupil



Dends May-DBihdagsa g e

May has a new beginning for each one of us i albeit it on different dates
each year. This year it will be on May 11™ i Pentecost Sunday.
Pentecost is traditionally seen as the birthday of the Church. On this day
we remember a truly awesome event i the coming of the Holy Spirit to
the first disciples as they waited to be equipped for the work that God
had called them to.

John Wesley Charles Wesley

Methodists also recall an event during o

the month of May i it is known as
Aldersgate Day and is celebrated by |
around 70 million Methodists across |
the world on 24™ May every year.
Why is this day in particular so
significant? Because it is the day on
which, in 1738, the founder of
Methodism, John Wesley, went to a meeting in Aldersgate in central
London. There he discovered for himself what faith in God really meant,
and he felt an assurance of his sins forgiven. He described it as his heart
being 6strangely war med®é6. Wi thin
similar experience. By 1738 both Charles and John were ordained
priests in the Church of England i John had been so for some 13 years.
What astounds me is that Charles and John had both been exercising
their respective ministries for well over a decade before they had what
most believe to be their conversion experiences!

Why is all of this significant to us today, you might ask - events that
happened some 2000 or 270 years ago? The significance for me is that
these events really are o6birthé day
Wesl ey brothers. My birthday is 1in
being born again, came some 17 years after my birth (and incid entally
some 13 years after sitting in church week by week!) Pentecost is not
simply a Bank Holiday to enjoy i it is the moment when God stepped

into history by giving every one of us the opportunity to live our lives
with our hearts 0 slébrae thg teub meaning ofrinesd 6 .
festival of Pentecost, by reminding yourselves of the gift that God gave

to us through his Holy Spirit, and by living as people full of that same
Spirit. And i f youbre not entirel



6strlayngeear medd through the gift of
brothers and the minister from Bitton, who were involved in Church life
for 13 years before that experience. Seek God, ask fellow Christians
around you, and expect God to surprise you with a gift of his Holy Spirit
on the birthday of the Church.
May the Holy Spirit of God Overflow in You
Revd Den Harding

Flowers and More Flowers

My thanks to everyone who turned out on a very
cold March morning to help decorate St Ma%r y
Church for Easter. Your enthusiasm never fails -

to amaze me. And an equally big Thank You to ¢
those who have given donationstothe St Mar y
Flower Fund. It is a relief to know that | can plan
future festivals this year without having to -
reduce the range of flowers required for a decent
display.

B ety

! Photo by Sandie Mackay

_ Flower Arranging Classes :
¢ Classes will recommenceat St Mar y6s Church o ri T
- continue on the first Tuesday of each month from 2pm to 4pm until
further notice. Judith Butson
0117-9-324986 $

St Marybés Fl ower Roster for M

3 May - Nicola Bennetts
10 May - Maureen Gay
; 17 May - Trudy Donovan :
5 24 May - Mrs Pomeroy & Mrs Roberts 5
: 31 May - Helen Pugsley '



