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This Month"s Front Cover
Max Hunt, the bearded rider with the cowboy hat and leather chaps,
seated on his faithful horse, Trooper, used to be a familiar sight in and
around Bitton. Some of you might have wondered whether Trooper had
departed to the Great Stable in the Sky. Not so. Max and Trooper can
still be seen plodding sedately through the fields and lanes between
Upton and Brockham End, occasionally venturing onto the Cotswold Way
alongside Lansdown Golf Club. However, Trooper is now well over 20
years old, and he no longer appreciates the steep hill down into Bitton or
the traffic which still races through the High Street.

While he ambles along contentedly with Max and the two lovely border
collies, does Trooper have nostalgic recollections of the many occasions
when he took part in the Sealed Knot Civil War re-enactments. Perhaps
the canon and rifle fire, the shouts of the Roundheads as they charged
the Royalist forces, the applause of the crowds, have lost their appeal.
Quite right, Trooper. Leave it to the younger horses and enjoy your well-
earned retirement with Max and the dogs on the gentle slopes of Pipley
Valley.
Thanks to Bob Lynn for his excellent photograph

Editorial
The feed-back we receive from readers about the content, balance and
layout of Focal Point is generally very favourable. However, I am
conscious that perhaps we have little appeal for the younger generation.

Thi s wi || be partially addressed
account of .,happeni ngs"“ — a very twela®me |

innovation - but perhaps there are other ways for Focal Point to open its
pages to the hopes, aspirations, interests and complaints of our
youngsters.

Perhaps we have to accept that a local magazine will find it hard to
compete with the instant communication opportunities offered by the
internet, but | " rBuggestiors wakkcemes houl d

Incidentally, please look at our Poetry Corner on page 15 where we have
2 excellent poems from 12 year old Callum Smith.
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Paul *s Message for March ~ Th

Dear Friends,

A recent poll commissioned by the Church Times reveals that only 2% of
worshippers expect to give less to the church during the recession. 37%
planned to give more, whilst 56% anticipated that their giving would stay the
same. (What the remaining 5% thought was not disclosed!)

But talking about money has long been a problem for the Church of England.

Hi storically, the C of E is ,establish
nation®"s spiritual heal th servi cugrandSo,
contrary to founding principles as putting up prescription charges or making
people pay for hospital treatment. To add to the confusion, many still believe

that the church receives substanti al c a
whendowementi on the need for money@hrchask
Times. , 1t does not seem to be aChidreibNeedm t |
and the weekly appeal on Radio 4 to the little Pentecostal church down the

road". Canon Wi nt e the pgessersSt Baul put on apagticudar t c
Christian congregation when he asked,

your giving weren"t up to scratch?"” N

comparison and moral arm-twisting if he values his life!

Well, this sounds like whingeing, so let us look on the positive side. I believe
there is evidence that in a time of recession and insecurity, far from people
giving less to those things which matter, they give more. Where your heart is
there will your money be also. If we believe that the Gospel gives us something
that is life-giving and enduring beyond riches; if we believe in those communal
values that make the Body of Christ healthy and vigorous, then our generous
and open hearts expand to meet the challenge rather than contract into
meanness.

Jesus says, . Gi ve, and gifts wild.l be ¢
shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap; for whatever

measure you deal out to ot her sThewnoreyou b e
give in time, effort and | ove, the more

The recession could be, for some of us, a blessing and a wake-up call. I
remember a retiring priest at his farewell saying that, as he grew older, the
things that mattered became fewer but that the few things that did matter
became more and more important.



In a time of increasing pastoral need and missionary opportunities, I pray and
expect that the three churches of our benefice will turn up trumps and we shall
meet our obligations -and more- and do so in a cheerful spirit!

God bless you all! Paul Denyer
Sk 3k 3K 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k sk ok 3k ok Kook koK kok

AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES

lUpton Cheyney United Reformed Church|
Elder i Muriel Williams
0117 — 961 6843
Our 3pm Sunday Services for March 2009
Our Sunday afternoon services recommence this month following the winter

break.
1 March Communion Service Rev D Frost
8 March Mr R Pullin
15 March Mrs P Dix
22 March Mothering Sunday Mrs R Maclachlan
29 March No Service

Bitton Methodist Church
Minister 7 The Rev. Denise Harding
20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH — 0117 961 5592
Correspondence Secretary i Mr Reg Pullin
113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA — 0117 967 1073

Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for January 2009

1 March Communion Service Revd Den Harding

8 March Revd Ian Cramb

15 March Circuit Service Revd Ward Jones
(Chair of District)

22 March Colin&Norma Cradock
with Unity Brass

29 March Revd Den Harding

Please Support our 150" Anniversary Programme. Details page 9



Our March Services at StMarly * s

Sunday 1 March 10.30 Parish Communion
Thursday 5 March 9.30 Celtic Holy Communion
followed by coffee & cakes
Sunday 9 March 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Morning Prayer
10.30 Sunday ~ Funday in the
Church Hall
Sunday 16 March 10.30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 23 March Mothering Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Service for
Mot her " s Day
Sunday 30 March 8.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion

From The Parish Register

o
s

Funeral - 15th January

William Leighfield Along time Memberof StMar y* s Chuty
Baptisms 18th January
Thomas Beveridge Mother Harriet ~ Father Alastair
Grandson of John & Nicola Bennetts
Oscar Goodacre Mother Tory

Grandson of Penny & Martin Lindrea
formerly of Bitton.

Diane, John and families would like to thank everyone for the
kind messages, cards and prayers on the death of their
father, Bill Leighfield. Thanks also to everyone who helped,
sent flowers, gave donations and came to the celebration of
life service, and made it such a memorable occasion. It was lovely to
see so many people there.




StMary"*"s Matters ~ March

Bishop Mike of Bristol recently quoted from the Times
Newspaper: “You cannot | apse

consider what it means to be a member of the Church of
England, as we listened to Reg Pullin and the Rev. Den Harding, highlight the
differences between the C of E and Methodism. Reg gave us a delightful insight
into his childhood being brought up in the Methodist Faith, and recounted how,
on Sundays, the family attended chapel three times. His Grandfather was a local

f

. Jjust that many people have forgotten where they have put i t .
Shortly afterwards, the Morning

r

C

Preacher, Sunday School Teacher andn Cho
Family is worshipping at St Mary"s as

The structure between the two Faiths is shown in their roots. The C of E is the
established Church, governed by Archbishops and Bishops, with an Episcopal
line of succession through ordinations, the Laity having limited responsibilities.
The Methodist Church is a Free Church where the Ministers are appointed
through Conference and the Laity is fully involved in the Leadership. In the C of
E the Priest follows Canon Law which dictates the use of Liturgy, while in the
Methodist Church local preachers have the freedom to choose between
Authorised forms of liturgy and informal styles of Worship.

Methodism differs from the C of E in other ways:

a) There is a Covenant Service annually to renew your relationship with God.

b) The President and vice- President of Conference only serve one year and the
Conference consists of lay and ordained people

c) Staff work in teams called Circuits which are central to the Methodist
Mission.

People may not realise that the Methodists were never
intended to be a separate denomination. Their founders,
John and Charles Wesley, wrote many of our wonderful
Anglican hymns. John, preaching with passion and
conviction, held services outside the Parish Church. Later he
created meeting places where people of both denominations
could worship together, such as the New Room in Bristol.
Eventually John was formally excluded from the C of E, but
his brother Charles would remain an Anglican Priest until the
end of his days.

We all enjoyed the balance between the personal view given by Reg and the

t



background theology given by the Rev. Den, but we came to the conclusion that
Belief is more important than which Church you belong to!

Ann Willis Churchwarden
KK K KK Kk Kk Kk kK

From Our Meadows School Correspondent
Our Meadows School is a very important part of Bitton life, and I am so pleased
to have been invited to visit the school, twice a term, when I shall be reporting
for Focal Point on topics which illustrate some of the colourful and exciting
developments taking place there.

Welcoming atmosphere.As many of you will know, the school has a warm and
welcoming atmosphere with the office staff friendly and helpful. The buildings
are light and airy with most classrooms looking out on attractive views over the
playing field and countryside — a seductive distraction from lessons perhaps?

The New House System. On my first scheduled visit, Fran Harding, the relatively
new head teacher, showed me around every class, introducing me to staff and
children alike, and I spent much of my time talking to four children from Year 5:
Emily Harrison, Sam Roberts, Harry Short and Amelia Bunker. They wanted to
tell me about the new House System, four houses in all, which has been set up
this term. The children in each house democratically elect two vice captains and
two captains per house from year five and six respectively, and my guides were
all vice-captains.

So what are the Houses called? Well, the titles were chosen by the staff and all
are the names of British people who have succeeded in their chosen professions:
Colin Jackson [yellow], Marie Curie [blue], David Hockney [red] and Beatrix
Potter [green]. Quite an eclectic mix and the children were randomly selected to
one of the four houses. On a House Day, all normal timetabled activities are
suspended and the children have the day with their own house colleagues. At
their first meeting each House discovered as much as they could about their
named house celebrity. They then prepared a Power Point presentation about
their research which they showed in a school assembly at the end of the day.

So what takes place in the house system? Wel | , t here"s a goo
progress”". H o u lseen d&igriededndi madehby twe houses so far
and two have their house nemwdrkoWorks abda v i
Al waysMaViileé “Curie“s is, ,Brave Blues ar
has a charity to support and money is given every week to the team with the
most points awarded. This is saved and donated to each charity for the year.
These include Water Aid, The Living Stones Appeal, and The British Heart



Foundation, with the fourth still to be announced. Then more money is raised

by organisi ng sponsored events. So far the

arguably the most impressive of all, a sponsored silence — bliss or what?

Pupi | s “Befare aumfeur vice captains returned to their classes, I asked
them what they thought about having Houses. Responses
., great idea, " ., fun®, »having a whol e
our best friends". The | ast comment

New Deputy Head. Finally, I met Abi Lethbridge, the new Deputy Head, who
arrived from Cambridge on January 5% and now lives in Bristol with her recently
acquired husband. Her first impressions of the West Country are all positive.
"lt"s really friendly, the weather [
although she finds some local words confusing. For instance, what on earth

were ,daps” The children | ooked surpris

side of the country, Abi had -ar egaalys
baffling term to our West Country children. Oooh arr!

Gabriel Frankcom

Old Choristers Feel the Pinch
A quote from a Church Magazine not a hundred miles from Bitton.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones!

Tea Club Meetings ~ March 2009
@
Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays from 2.30 — 4.00pm
in the Methodist Hall.

Tuesday 3 March 2.30: Around the World in 40 minutes
With Stephanie Bailey.

Tuesday 17 March 2.30: Waterways with Mr Wheeler and
his slide show.

Everyone is welcome and we have room for more.

re
d ¢
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QD o 2
~% Bitton Methodist Church .=

s
150" Anniversary
Come and join us for these special events:

Saturday 14" March 10am ~ 4pm:
Exhibition and Light Refreshments

The exhibition will focus on
The whole of Bitton over the past 150 years
including a display by children from
The Meadows Primary School.

If you have items to display, please contact
Revd Den on 0117 961 5592

Sunday 22" March 6.15pm
Celebrating with Unity Brass Band
We look forward to seeing you!

If you would like to have a stand in the exhibition,
please get in touch.




@
Puzzle Corner I}@ March Quiz

Answers to the February ,Capi
Once again you came up with a good response to the February Quiz. We did
find some capital cities in rather strange places, but no-one was completely lost.
These are the answers we expected, but we accepted several alternatives.

1. Rome 2. Copenhagen

3. Brussels 4. Khartoum

5. Amsterdam 6. Caracas

7. Baghdad 8. Kingston

9. Havana 10. Manila

11. Seoul 12. London and Accra

13. Paris 14. Budapest

15. Dublin 16. Freetown (or Libreville)
17. Wellington 18. Vatican

19. Lima 20. Bucharest

Judith Butson 20; Margaret & Bruce Sutton 20: Clare Stone and Family 19: Jan
Wookey 19: Christiina Cullimore & Sheila McGrath 18: John & Pam Heyes 18:
Sheila Read & Family 18: Karen Smith 18. Thi s mo n twinfless aper i z e
Margaret and Bruce Sutton

March Quiz ~ Famous Characters
Name a novel or play in which the following characters appear:

1. Mrs. Bennett 2. Venables

3. Heathcliff 4. Rudolf Rassendyll
5. Violet Beauregard 6. Dromio

7. Wackford Squeers 8. Lady Bracknell
9. Nancy Blackett 10. Estragon

11. Bigwig 12. Winston Smith
13. Ginger 14. Voldemort

15. Aslan 16. Cordelia

17. Jim Hawkins 18. Mellors

19. Bathsheba Everdene 20. Stephen Dedalus

Answers please to the Editor by 12 March 2009
John J Evans, The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY
Tel: 0117-9322164: email: john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Spotlight on Bitton People
David Hanney — The Welding Wizard

David and The Lions. How many of us could keep

calm and carry on working when confronted by a

lion? When David Hanney was asked to do a job

at Bristol Zoo he arrived to discover that he had

to make and fix a gangway and canopy to the

| i o n s = whiedhg Gons remained in the cage
watching and roaringath i m. ., It -was
raising," he admits.

The First Ten Years are the Hardest. David Hanney was born in Wotton-under-
Edge in 1938, the youngest of three brothers. As a schoolboy he preferred Art
and Sport to academic subjects and, when he left school at the age of 15, he
got a job at Whites Welding in Brislington. It was here he learned his trade and
he remembers the owner, Mr White, with great respect. Various jobs followed
and in 1964, aged only 26, David started his own metalwork business in a
rented workshop in Kingswood.  When he quit his job at Milk Master in
Swineford, where he was making fabricated milking parlours, his boss, Mr Lewis,
gave him some advice: », Remember that
you can get though thoseten years you“Il |l be all ri ghi

Doing Anything and Everything. Mr Lewis was right. At first it was hard going
and, at one point, a bad debt of £2,000-, a | ot of moneynaden t
for a particularly tough ti me. maridin, s
1962, David built up a successful busi
people and doing anything and everythi
been sent far afield: steelwork for a bridge in Jersey, a fire basket to France and

valves to Russi a. Nearer to home he"s work
repairing the stage turntable just in time for the evening performance of Les
Miserables. As wel |l as a range of jobs for in

for local schools and cinemas and most recently for the new cardiac wing of the
B.R.I. If you go to visit a patient when the building is completed, take a look at
the railings round the trees in the grounds. They were made in Bitton.

Building the Business. David has been in his current workshop at the rear of
Pear Tree Cottage in Golden Valley Lane since 1971. The building, originally the
site of Pat amidy, Eddas hogcar hWes ddconstr uc
thinking when he did so that eventually it would be his. When he moved there
he and Janet had two very young children, Martin and Joanne. Martin was born

11



in the winter of 1969 - the days when fathers-to-be were kept out of the
delivery room. David left Janet at hospital and went home to wait for news. He
awoke the next morning to six inches of snow and he had a difficult journey to
Southmead to meet his baby son.

Swimming to Success. Martin joined his father in the business in 1985. Over the
years they"ve employed many peopl e, am
fi 1 st boss, Mr Whit e, but it“"s essenti a
with Joanne and daughter-in-law, Fiona. Leisure activities, as well, are centred

on the family. In their schooldays Martin and Joanne swam for Soundwell
Swimming Club and the whole family travelled round the country as well as to
Germany and Belgium for gala meetings and national competitions where they

wer e of t en amongst t he me d a | winner s.
grandchildren are all keen swimmers and Janet still gives weekly swimming
lessons at Soundwell.

I Love My Job. When I asked if I could interview him for the Focal Point
Spotlight, David pointed out that he does not live in Bitton. But the firm of D.A.
Hanney, Welding Engineer, is a well-established part of the Bitton community.
David“s is a busy I|life but he is not ye
says, ,as | l ove my job.™"

We wish David, his family and the business continued success for many more
years.
Nicola Bennetts Focal Point Feature Writer

Important Notice

Focal Point Subscriptions for 2009 now Overdue
We would like to thank everyone who has already responded to our
notice regarding subscriptions for 2009. If you have not yet paid, we
would be grateful if you would forward your £6 either to your local
distributor or to Jenny Bailey, 150 Bath Road, Bitton, Bristol BS 30,
making sure that you write your name and address clearly. Cheques
made payable to Bitton Parish Magazine. Your prompt payment would
now be greatly appreciated.

12



St David"s Day ~ Dydd Dew

On the 1% of March we shall be celebrating the life of Dewi Sant, the Patron
Saint of Wales, although, to be fair, not a great deal is known about him. Myth,
legend and truth make uncomfortable bedfellows for would-be historians. It is
claimed that he lived for over 100 years and probably died on 1% March around
590 A.D. Even the manner of his birth on a Pembrokeshire cliff-top in a violent
storm, probably owes more to legend than to historical accuracy. Also there is
considerable doubt regarding the authenticity of his major miracle — causing a
small hill in Llandewi Brefi to rise several feet so that his many followers could
see and hear him as he preached in the open air.

However, there are sufficient well authenticated landmarks for us to be
confident of his existence, his piety, his austere life-style, his contribution to the
advancement of Christianity throughout Wales, the British Isles and Western
Europe, and his love of daffodils. Much of our information on St David derives
from Rhigyfarch, his 11th century biographer, and from Giraldus Cambrensus, a

12th Century cleric and writer who travelled extensively in Wales; both well
respected Welsh scholars. We also know with certainty that of the count r y * s f
Patron Saints, Dewi Sant is the only one who was born in the land of his
patronage.

From Vatican records, we learn that he was
raised to the rank of Archbishop after
pilgrimages to Rome and Jerusalem. There is a
written record of his canonization in the Irish
Catalogue of Saints written in the 8™ century.
There is clear evidence that St David founded 9
monasteries, perhaps 10: one in Brittany, one in
Cornwall and, of course, one on the coast of
Pembrokeshire, now the site of Stisstilla v i
out on the vexed question of Glastonbury. Historians still argue over whether
Dewi Sant built or simply extended an existing monastery there.

What is not in dispute is that St David and his monks led frugal, austere lives.
Neither he nor his monks were permitted to eat meat or to drink anything other
than water. Their staple food was bread and watercress seasoned with herbs.
Legend has it that Dewi Sant would often stand in the middle of a lake reciting
passages from the scriptures. Indeed, his love of water led subsequent
generations to rename him Aquaticus. Patterns of work in the monasteries were
equally Spartan. As well as fulfilling their many religious duties, the monks did
all the manual labour, even to the extent of hauling the ploughs by hand.

13



I f you have never visited St David"s C
ruins of the former monastery in a grassy hollow above the glorious
Pembrokeshire coastline, give yourself a treat and spend a day there. You will

be well rewarded. But check the weather forecast first.

BI TTON"S OWN
FLICKS IN THE STICKS

Screens the witty and wonderful romantic comedy
Easy Virtue

based on the Noel Coward play of the same name
Starring
Colin Firth, Kristin Scott Thomas, Jessica Biel, Kimberley Nixon and Ben
Barnes
on
Friday 20" March
Doors open 7.30 for drinks, snacks and chat
Film starts 8pm and there will be an interval.

During the roaring twenties a young English man marries a glamorous
American. When he brings her home to meet his aristocratic parents, she
arrives like a blast from the future, blowing their entrenched British
stuffiness out of the window.

This recently released film is very funny and a joy to watch.
So Why Not Join The Party
Tickets can be bought in advance
from Bridget Tel 932 9939 or e-mail hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk
or just turn up on the night
Tickets £3.50
Bring a cushion if you like a cosy seat!
If you have problems travelling to the venue a lift can be arranged.

Focal Point Deadline for April Edition
12 March 2009
Contributions to the editor, please, handwritten, typed or preferably emailed in
Tahoma 10 or 11 font: The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY
Tel: 0117 932 2164
Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Poetry Corner
This month we are delighted to publish 2 excellent poems by 12 year old Callum
Smith whose grandparents, Karen and Geoff, live on Brewery Hill. The first
poem, SNOW, is as crisp as the frost itself and will strike a chord with every free
range hen farmer who has ever seen his flock decimated by a marauding fox.

Snow

Soft slushy snow

The frosty wind howls through the trees.
A fox cocks his head;

In a flash the fox is gone
In a cloud of feathers.

The snow turns red

And seeps into the ground.
The snow is silent

The forest is silent

The fox is silent.

The second poem, NO HOPE, evokes the pain and despair of homeless people
throughout the world, and there are many of them within walking distance of
our own community. Thank you, Callum, for reminding us of their plight.

No Hope
As cold as the grave, I lie here,
The deathly silence of the night
Makes time stand still.
Bruises burn on my bones
From the mattress of concrete
I call my bed.
The bitter wind stabs me,
The freezing frost gathers force
Getting ready to devour me.
Distant memories of home invade my mind.
Nothing for me,
Not today,
Not tomorrow,
Not ever.
Poems by Callum Smith (Age 12)
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Gardening in March with Rob Allen
~a I can say without fear of contradiction that we have had a
( ‘-\ winter to remember. As I write this, the forecasters are issuing
Y, snow, flood and storm warnings, and few parts of the country
fv are escaping unscathed. The River Avon has already flooded
acrossthefilds onto the A431 at Swi
snow is still visible on the hills.

I personally have been delighted to see the snow, perhaps not a view held by
everyone. Decent snowfalls are so infrequent that a whole generation of
children have been denied the fun and thrill of the winter-wonderland that I
enjoyed when I was younger. Furthermore, a good fall of snow can transform a
dull lacklustre garden into something quite wonderful. I wonder how many of
you have been out and about taking spectacular pictures of the countryside
which has taken on a new beauty. Snow also has a beneficial cleansing effect.
When I worked in the big greenhouses at Bitton, now sadly empty and derelict,
we used to hope for at least a couple of days of wet snow, because nothing

ne:

cleaned the outside of the glass better. This was mothernat ur e s whi t

wash, cleaning everything in preparation for the approaching growing season.

If there is one down-turn to having a proper winter it is the fact that March is
the time when so much work in the garden has to take place. I have an
allotment which I admit now, in mid-February, I have not touched since
November, so as winter gives way to spring I have a great deal of work ahead
of me. But even then, there is much to look forward to. The days will be getting
longer, the snowdrops, daffodils and primroses will be in bloom, and there is
always the prospect that a hard winter may be followed by a glorious summer.

Important Work for March

* Lawn cutting can commence but take care not to cut the grass too short.
* A busy time preparing the kitchen garden plot ready for sowing lettuce,
parsnips, early varieties of carrot, broad beans, radishes, spinach, onions and
shallots. An excellent time to plant strawberry, rhubarb and fruit trees.
* A good month to plant and divide perennial flowers and to plant pot-grown
shrubs and climbing roses.
* General weeding begins. Catching the weeds now, saves more work later on.
* It's the last month to remove deciduous trees and shrubs before they burst
into growth.
* Also this month don't forget Mothering Sunday.

Best wishes for now from Rob and all the staff at Chief Trading Post.
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The Meadows School Recycling Week
16™ March — 20" March

The Meadows School PTA is holding a Recycling Week to raise
vital funds for our village school whilst helping the
environment. We would be very grateful if you could help by
providing any of the following:

Mobile Phones (please remove the SIM card, but include the charger if you

have it).

Ink Cartridges.

CDs, computer games and DVDs (no videos thank you).

Jewellery (gold, silver and costume. Please enclose in an envelope or bag.)

There will be appropriately labeled boxes either outside the main doors to the
school or just inside the school for all the above items. Please drop them off
during school hours at anytime during this week.

We also need good quality clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, soft toys, curtains
and bedding. Please put donations in bin liners or carrier bags. Duvets and
pillows would also be welcomed, also in separate bin liners or carrier bags.

For health and safety reasons we cannot hold these items at the school so
please can these be brought to the main entrance of the school by 10.30am on
Tuesday 17" March ONLY.

Please ask all your family and friends to support our Recycling Week.
Every item will be gratefully received, so please do take this opportunity to
have a clear out! If you have any queries or want to join in with the recycling

but can®"t drop of f liykataWeldenlof 0117/922230p | eas e

Nicola Pillinger on 0117 9321052 or Kath Burbidge on 0117 9328222.
Many thanks for your anticipated support.
Nicola Pillinger
The Meadows School address is: Bath Road, Bitton, Bristol, BS30 6HS

Preliminary Announcement
Jaste of Bitton"
A Gourmet Presentation of Culinary Delights
I n Aid of the Living Stones Ap
Saturday 30 May 2009
10am ~ 12 noon

St Mary®"s Church Hall

Details to Follow

17



NEWS FROM BITTON W.I
The very topical speaker booked for the meeting held on Monday February 9*"
was Mr Calum Allan of South Glos Council — Topic: Save your Energy!... (bills).
However, the recent inclement weather and treacherous road conditions
unfortunately, and understandably, prevented Mr Allan from attending. The 30
intrepid members who turned out in spite of the weather were therefore
rewarded by enjoying delicious refreshments (provided by our wonderful

hostesses) and one another®"s company wt
was concluded.
The Upton Cheyney W.I  Spring Group meeting (comprising Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Hanham AM, Hanham PM and Bitton) on Friday March 6™ at
Hanham Methodist Church hall, is being hosted and refreshments provided by
Bitton WI. The evening, which commences at 7.30pm, will include a humorous
talk by Helen Wall. Tickets £3.50 (members only) available from Janet Ballinger
tel.932 4728.
Preparations are well underway for the 70" birthday party of Bitton W.I on
Monday 6™ April. Part of the festivities will include a scrapbook compilation of
Bitton W.I over the years. The photograph
below, taken at the recent very successful
evening hosted by Mr Noel Edmonds in aid of
St . Mary"“s Church Living
undoubtedly occupy a prominent place in the
compilation of W.I memorabilia. The
photograph depicts (from left to right, Bitton
W.I President Mrs Jean Hook, Mr Noel
Edmonds and the Rev"“d Ca

Cheryll Wright

Church Notice Bloopers
The Vicar is on vacation. During his absence massages can be given to Mrs
Alma Burton, the Church Secretary.

Let us all remember in our prayers the many that are sick of our community.

There will be hymn singing in the park outside the Church at 7pm on Saturday
evening. Bring a blanket and be prepared to sin.
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A Concise but Irreverent Guide to Welsh History.

The Celts were the first people to rule over the British Isles,

and the English have never forgiven us for it. The Romans,
with superior armaments and more powerful opera singers,
pushed the Celts out of what is now called England into what is now called
Wales. The Vikings, Anglo-Saxons and the Normans invaded Wales but never
succeeded in subjugating it. They gave
Dyke, hurling scurrilous insults at their opponents whom they called the Welisc

— foreigners.

Golden Age. The Middle Ages heralded a golden age in Welsh history with the
appearance of Owain Glyndwr, the last Welsh person to hold the title of Prince
of Wales; Dafydd ap Gwylum, famous scholar and Poet; Hywel Dda, King of
large areas of Wales, who created a codified system of Law; Llewellyn the Great
and countless druids who recited complicated Welsh poetry on the dark
windswept slopes of Snowdonia.

Popular All-Season Sport. But war with their historic enemy continued as a
popular all-season sport. The English kings spent most of their time killing
Welsh Princes. This was a full-time job since in those days any Welshman
owning a wooden hut, four acres of land and a dozen sheep, was entitled to call
himself a prince, and we have all got the ancient charters to prove it. In 1536
the sneaky Tudors, the only Welsh monarchs to sit on the English throne, pulled
a political fast one when they finally succeeded in subjugating Wales by means
of an illegal Act of Parliament, without firing a shot.

Mounting Tension. The ancient antagonisms subsided for a few generations, but
resurfaced in the 18" and 19 centuries, when the English started stealing our
coal and emptying our reservoirs and when they thrashed us 82 points to nil in
the first Anglo-Welsh international rugby match at Blackheath on the 18"
February 1881.

Lloyd George to the Rescue. Once again, the Welsh regrouped and before long
we inflicted David Lloyd George upon the English Establishment. Lloyd George,
who knew everybody"s father, (or at | eas!
particularly famous for attacking the corruption and dishonesty of the English
Honours system, by creating a comprehensive sliding scale of charges for titles.
Plus ¢a change! There might have been a good deal more Welsh history if Neil
Kinnock hadn“t counted his chickens bef
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The Balance is Redressed. But wait, Wales now has its own Parliament, the
finest Rugby stadium in the world, and an Opera House that rivals Covent
Garden. There are no student fees and no prescription charges. Bryn Terfel,
Anthony Hopkins, Shirley Bassey, Sir Tom Jones, Kathryn Jenkins, Max Boyce,
Joe Calzaghi, and the Trecorchy Male Voice choir continue to provide us with all
the entertainment we want. And of course, whenever we feel particularly low,
we simply reflect on two recent Grand Slam Victories, Febr uar vy " s
England in the Millennium Stadium, without Shane Williams, and we whisper
softly, without a hint of triumphalism,,, Ah. | w&as there

K 5K Kk KK Kk KKk k Kk >k

The Australian Bushfire.
An eye witness report from Hilary Hall in Perth
3 (Walter and Hilary Hall, who owned and ran the Upton Inn,
d emigrated from Upton Cheyney to Perth with their son,
Peter, some years ago. Hilary maintains contact with
several local families, and this is an extract from a recent
e.mail)

Let me put the speed that the fires raged through the countryside into
perspective. We in Rockingham would hear of a fire in Bunbury, 250 kms to the
south, and think nothing of it. That fire raged through all of the coastal towns
and was on us in Rockingham in 90 minutes! The combination of extreme
temperatures (40C) and strong winds with a cold weather system sitting in the
Tasman Sea, created a vortex and then, with the added terror of idiots lighting
fires, the maelstrom was upon them.

Appeals are being met with wonderful generosity, particularly from the
international community. One of our big supermarket chains donated all profits
from its sales yesterday to the Red Cross Bushfire Appeal. Peter & I went along
to our local Coles and did a major shop. It will be interesting to hear how much
they raised. No paid advertising was involved. The profits announcement was
advertised in every store and on Facebook (through the Internet). Immediately
people began texting everyone in their E.mail address book to pass the message
on. For once, the immediacy of modern communication systems was a
wonderful benefit.
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Circuit 16
«Choir of the Yegy

SEMI-CLb! [ L{ ¢{ Q

PRESENT THEIR

SPIng [Programme

SATURDAY 21 MARCH AT 7PM
ADULTS £5 ~ CHILDREN £3
TICKETS

Ann Chilcott 0117 932 3311

AnnWillis 0117 932 3868

How Plain is Plain English?

The following extract is taken from the draft legislation for the Minimum
Wage Act: The hours of Non-Hours work worked by a worker in a pay
reference period shall be the total of the number of hours spent by him
during the pay reference period in carrying out the duties under his
contract to do non-hours work.

HM Revenue and Cust oms querg ghapk yaudor a
your Tax Returns ending 5™ April 2006 & 2007 which we received on 20"
December. I will treat your Tax Return for all purposes as though you
sent it in response to a notice from us which required you to deliver it to
us by the date we received it.
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From the Co-operative Eco-town website: The flexibility of the eco-town enables
the densification of residential plots that occur at an individual level, with an
opportunity to create the value (rather than incur the cost) that this implies.

From Scottish Life in response toTha
growth of the policy is calculated through more than one area of the plan, the
annual reversionary bonus is only one area of this growth, the part of the
growth rate of this policy is the increased rates of the terminal bonus of a policy
with a term of 24 years is currently 24% of the basic sum assured and the total
bonuses attaching. The terminal bonus is only applied at the end of the plan
and is not known to ourselves until this is applied.

What was Happening 50 Years Ago?

1. In January, Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba. The former Cuban dictator,
General Batista, fled to the Dominican Republic. Although now ailing, Fidel
Castro is still the President of Cuba.

2. Buddy Holly, one of the most popular singers of the 1950s, died in a light
aircraft crash along with his two colleagues, Richie Valens and the Big Bopper.

3. During a prolonged fishing dispute, between Iceland and Great Britain over
fishing rights in the North Atlantic, known as the Cod War, matters reached
crisis point when a tussle between two fishing trawlers ended with the Icelandic
crew firing on a British ship. For the next 10 years or so British fishing trawlers
were frequently protected by gunboats of the Royal Navy.

4, Alaska and Hawaii became the 49" and 50" States of the U.S.A., even
though neither shares a boundary with the other States

5. In the 1959 UK General Election, 25 Women were elected to the House of
Common: 12 Cons, 13 Lab. This represented 4% of the seats. In the current
House of Commons, elected in 2005, there are 128 Women: 17 Cons, 98
Labour, 10 Lib. This represents 20% of the seats.

6. Nottingham Forest beat Luton Town in the F.A Cup. Yorkshire won the
County Cricket Championship. England lost the Ashes series in Australia 4-0, but
beat India in the 1959 home series 5-0. Parthia, ridden by Harry Carr and
trained by Captain Cecil Boyd—Rochfort, won the Derby in 2 minutes 36 seconds.
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