Focal Point

- - . bl L e 3 = -
I‘..’ - :p £ . " . i S -
- L W -& " -.I. - |
e T 0, g —~ - P q ks
|t 1 " 23 T P - 3 eagingiing, "
- o ‘A — *M AP
o e §

N

Spring in Bitton, 2008



FOCAL POINT
March 2008

Happy E Everyone

Paul 6s Easter Me3/8age

From The Editor 3

St Mar ted@s Mat 4/ 5
Tea Club 5
Around our Bitton Churches 6/7
Regular Bitton Activities 8
Spotlight on Bitton People 9/10
Bail eyds Bull et ild/ 12
Easter Flowers 12
Gardening in March 13/14
Every picture tells a story 14
Sharing the Care 15
Puzzle Corner 16 /17
News from Bitton W.I 18
Christingle Review 19

All Change at The Upton Inn 20

T e e - —-—-—-—-—-—

| A Great Big Thankou to Geoffand Sandie Mackay |
'F2NJ LINERAzOAY 3 £ &0 Y2 ¢ndkKwara suthihd | f
| ourselves on the golden sands of Ipanema a@bpacabanaand !

| what a great job they made of it. Geoff has also kindly agreed to Idok
Iafter the advertising side of Fod¢aPoint from now on, with PaulI

i Wigmore still respon5|ble for layouts.
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Paul 6s Easter Message

Celebrity
Have you ever been into an Eastern Orthodox Church? If you have, you
will have noticed a big wooden screen called
an iconostasis which separates the sanctuary
from the nave. On this screen are placed
those special paintings of the saints called
icons.

And thereds a modern equivalent on
where my e-mail messages are posted, | have to go through an
iconostasis supplied by my Orange provider. But this screen of images
is not made up of saints i far from it - but icons of celebrities. Beside a
thumb-n a i | picture of a pouting star,
glamour-girl Jordan slams exnanny s <c¢cl ai ms o, 6Che
weirdnewhar-dod, 6éShould Cheryl dump Ash

Gaza, Iraq, Afghanistan, the state of the Church of England, the price

of eggs 1 eat your heart out! What we really want to know is whether

Kyl ie has rekindled her romance wit
sl ept with Britneyds boyfriend.

With such trivia filling the media (and almost certainly half of the

stories mentioned above will be long-forgotten by the time you read

this) is it any wonder t hat we someti mes y
something more substantial, of more serious consequence, with more

power to uplift? Well, the answer may be right under our noses. | am

struck increasingly when | do pre-funeral visits, what amazing stories

of bravery, courage and triumph lie behind lives of apparent
6ordinari ness?®o. Surely, it i s thes:
Bitton and Syston, who are the real
of Eddie Alway, Marjorie Macdonald and Mary Gay,whose contribution

to the sum of human happiness has been considerable and more than

they will ever know. The common thread running through their lives is

that they turned their experiences and opportunities to good account.

God gave them gifts and they exercised them, often in difficult



circumstances. Yes, redemption is alive and well in Bitton, Syston and
Warmley.

This month we celebrate the greatest festival in the Christian Calendar
ithe festival of Easter. Jesusropgers, ¢
Mano, by which he meant he represer
triumphing over all that would destroy the human spirit. In him we see

the poor boy from Nazareth come good, not by means of cheap,
sensational thrills T he rejected all that when he reje cted the temptation

in the wilderness- but by doing what his heavenly Father required of

him. He was brave, steadfast and truthful. We can be those things as

well, if we choose.

No doubt at all Jordan, Brad, Cheryl, Kylie and Britney lead lives in
which they face real problems; we should not laugh at them. They are
trapped within the celebrity world as much as the public are captivated
by their often self-destructive antics. But the saints in the Eastern
Orthodox iconostasis point us not to themselves but to God. Jesus does
that pre-eminently. We can do that too.

Let us celebrate Easter with hearts full of joy. We do so with
confidence, knowing that we have been baptised into the life of Christ.
He will bring out the extra -ordinary in all of us!

| wish yo u all a happy Easter . Paul Denyer

§ From The Editor §
Good News: We are now receiving four more pages of copy per month

Z than we used to. Great - keep it coming! Bad news: | t 6 s mifige ¢ o§
~difficult to fit it all in, and we are having to hold back some piece s until

- next month To give us a bit more flexibility, we shall be rotating the §

S

printing of the O6Whoodés Who at St M
§ A c t i vin atternate dilitions. Also, while some special articles do
~ require additional space,, | would ask all our regular contributors to try
| to restrict themselves to approximately 300-350 words per article.
But whatever you do, dondt st



