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A Letter From The Curate

Dear All,
Making Marriage Success ful!

The season of weddings will soon be starting up again and we have 21 booked so
far for 2005 in the Benefice.

Our first one will be of Dan Russell and Julia Packer on Saturday 2" April at St
Barnabas’. Dan and Julia are the first of our couples to be married who have
completed the new Marriage Preparation Course with mentoring. So far in our
Benefice, the Midgleys, the Humphreys and Rocyn and | have been involved, and
we have all enjoyed the opportunity to get to know the young couples and spend
time together. We’'ve had a lot of laughs!

Julia writes: “We'd both recommend the course to other couples. At first, the
prospect of discussing our relationship with another couple was quite
daunting. However, once we got started we realised that there was actually
nothing to be afraid of, and it wasn't long b efore we found ou rselves enjoying
it. It highlighted certain issues that needed attention - and that was probably
more beneficial than anything! Overall, our mentoring sessions have
encouraged us to talk more openly about certain things - and to really listen to
each other during those conversations - and we now feel better equipped to
work through any areas of disagreement in the future.”

Our new Marriage Preparation Course is run in conjunction with the Bristol
Community Family Trust (BCFT), and Harry Benson has been taking the training
sessions. There is a full day’s training when skills are taught and practiced. Prior to
the day the couple fill in a research-based questionnaire, “FOCCUS”, covering all
sorts of issues that relate directly to marriage. This is the basis for the subjects
covered in the 3-6 mentor evenings that follow, and are arranged individually with
the chosen mentors. The mentors are ordinary married couples who share their
experiences of the ups and downs of marriage with a couple starting out together.

Mentors help couples work through differences and issues they may not have faced
or discussed before. Mentoring is not counselling or teaching, nor are mentors
expected to be experts.

By helping couples to strengthen their relationship the mentors impact not only their
lives but also their children’s. It also goes wider than that and impacts our whole
society for good. The course is not overtly Christian, but the Christian ethos
underpins all it stands for. This is a place that Christians can make a real impact in
our society, using and building on the links that we already have with our local
community. This is a marvellous opportunity of engaging with the couples who come
to us, and to help them make them feel a part of the community of faith.



BCFT provide mentors for our couples, but we need more local mentors. (Paul and
Joanne will be joining in as soon as possible.) If you've been married a few years
and want to contribute something to other couples starting out. You don't need any
other expertise. It's much easier than you might think. YOU could help make a
difference. Research has shown that whole communities are transformed by
applying these principles Please help our churches reach out into our communities.

Sarah Williams

From the Parish Reqisters

FUNERALS
24™ January Geoffrey Brewer

28" January William (Bill) Jones of 156, High Street, Bitton

Bill Jones

Joan, Annette and all the family wish to express their sincere thanks for the care,
concern, condolences and kind tributes received from friends and neighbours at this
time of their loss. It is very warming to know that Bill was held in such high regard.

We will always remember and be grateful for, the kindness and friendship shown to

us at this sad time. Thank you all.
Joan

Willi am (Bill) Jones

The Magazine Team

Many people will know that Bill was a long-serving member of the Choir at St
Mary’s, but few people know he was a stalwart of the collating team of the Parish
Magazine.

Bill was one of the first members who started “production” in the Muniment Room.
Bill was still helping to produce the Magazine (Focal Point) until a few years ago,
when he found it too much of a struggle to “get up the hill” to Trudie’s house where it
is now collated.

We well remember a cheery colleague and would like to give our condolences to
Joan and her family.



Services at St Mary's for March 2005

Sunday 7 March Mothering Sund ay
10.30Family Communion
NOTE: Later time for this Sunday only

Sunday 13 March 8.00 Holy Communion
9.30 Morning Prayer

Sunday 21 March Palm Sund ay
9.15 Procession of Witness led by a donkey
9.30 Family Service

Thursday 24 March  Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Communion of the Last Supper in
St Mary's Church Hall

Friday 25 March Good Friday
2.00 Service of meditation in Church
followed by Procession of Witness to the
Selmans' field

Sunday 27 March Easter Day
7.00 Sunrise Communion at the Selmans'
field
8.00 Holy Communion
9.30 Easter Communion

AUDIT WORKING PARTY

Stephanie Bailey

Stephanie Bailey 9328949 stephanieb48@hotmail.com

Jean Gray 9672964

Richard Humphrey 9673769 richard@hanhampo.freeserve.co.uk
Julia Kemp 9615812 johnkemp@msn.com

Tim Mayo 9613927

Pete Midgley 9326898 petermidgley@talk21.com



We met on Monday 7" February basing our discussion on The Healthy Churches
Handbook by Robert Warren and Bishop Mike’s challenge to us all in his talk on
22nd January. At the end of our time together we felt “energized” and eager to
proceed. Our discussion ranged over many issues:

Our own personal faith and commitment.

The critical importance of communication: letting each other know what
is happening within the churches.

The value of small groups for personal growth and Bible study, and the
potential they may provide for outreach.

The role of the clergy.

We decided that the next step should be to prepare a Parish profile, probably a
questionnaire, and we shall meet for this purpose on:

Monday 21%' March.

We request your ideas and comments, all of which will receive attention, and
so our phone numbers and email addresses are listed above.

We appreciate your interest and value your input and your prayers.

Easter at St Mary’s

Judith Butson

As usual we will decorate on Easter Saturday 26™
March, starting at 9.30am.There is always plenty to
do, so come along and help if you have a free

morning. iES

Hot Cross Buns and coffee will be provided!

Donations for Easter Lilies in memory of loved ones may be given to either myself
or Maureen Perrett.



St Mary’s Matters. March 2005

Ann Willis
(Churchwarden )

On Saturday 22" January the day started early with a very civilised breakfast in St
Barnabas Hall where we were joined by Bishop Mike. By nine o’clock we were
seated in the pews of St Barnabas listening to the Bishop as he spoke about the
marks of a growing Church. The Bishop is an excellent speaker and the time sped

by.

| would just like to note three points from the morning. Firstly, that growing Churches
are orthodox doctrinally and relevant to their own communities, so that groups or
individuals can come to Church and feel comfortable. Secondly, there is a need to
look for strategies to make people belong, before they believe, and thirdly,
excellence inspires, so we need to do as well as we can with the resources we
have, both physical and human.

Reading February’s Three Crowns there is already good news to note! The Bristol
Diocese is one where church attendance is increasing. It states the church
continues to be a valued part of everyday life; whilst the definition of a church goer
Is no longer one who is in the pews week in and week out, yet still attends regularly
enough to imply a good degree of commitment and allegiance. Also, for every fifty
people attending church on a Sunday another ten go during the week.

It was at just one of these weekly groups that | was fortunate enough to listen to a
riveting talk on All Saints by the Rev. Jan Knott at the Morning Group, at the home
of Judith Butson. The excellence of both coffee and biscuits | can certainly verify.

As | write it is the beginning of Lent, the period of repentance and preparation,
leading to the most important Christian Festival of the year, Easter. Purple is the
Liturgical colour used during this period and Sarah, our Curate, looked resplendent
in purple at the Benefice Eucharist Service for Ash Wednesday. It was conducted in
the round and proved to be most moving as people knelt to have the sign of the
Cross in Ash on their foreheads. It was a most salutary experience, both uplifting
and sobering as the act of ‘Ashing’ was accompanied by the words * from ash you
came, to ash you will return’.

On 6™ March it will be Mothering Sunday, please note this Service will be at 10.30
am. A group from the Meadows School will be invited to sing at this Service. On 24"
March the Maundy Thursday Service for the Benefice will be held at St Mary’s at
7.30 pm. Looking forward to April, on the 23™ of April, St George’s Day, there will be
a Spring Farmers’ Market at Knight's Folly Farm.



A Letter from Edwin ( Eddie ) Alway

Thank you to all my friends of St Mary’s Church for the lovely presentation made to
me at the morning service on 6" February.

Hazel asked me to be present at the service on 6™ February so | guessed
something was happening, but even so it was all a great surprise to me, and also to
some of my family who were present at the service.

My thanks to David and Ann (The Churchwardens) for arranging the wine and cake
after the service enabling everyone to wish me a restful retirement from the choir.
My thanks also to Janet and her helpers for the expert way in which they presented
the refreshments.

My thanks to the members of the choir for the support they gave me during the late
months of 2004. The weather became colder, so | added an extra garment to keep
me warm while in the choir stalls. It made it more difficult for me to robe, so the
ladies helped me to look (Ship Shape and Bristol Fashion) as the saying goes.

| say a big thank you to Andrew for preparing the books for me, according to the
order of service each Sunday. Lots of luck to him running the London Marathon for
Christian Aid, | know he will do well.

A big welcome to John, becoming a member of the choir, his singing will be a great
help.

Roy unfortunately has not been too well of late, we wish him well. The duty which
he has preformed by being the Crucifer is indeed a very important one. Carrying the
Cross means so much to all of us. Jesus carried the Cross to save us all. Hurry up
Roy and get better soon, so that you can come back to church and take up your
duty again which you carry out so well.

My thanks to Dick for his lovely playing of the organ, and his and Hazel's help at the
choir practice every Thursday evening at 7.00pm teaching me the tunes of some of
the hymns | did not know. | think Dick has almost caught me up with the number of
years he has been playing the organ for us.

My thanks to Paul, Sarah, Ken and David for the interesting and encouraging talks
which they deliver so well.

Of course | feel sad not being in the choir anymore, but | look forward to enjoying
the services as a member of the congregation. But how | would love to see some
new faces in the choir.

May God bless you all. CR(H( GE&H



Upton Cheyney U.R. Church

Preachers for March at 3.00pm

6"  Mr B. Saunders
13" Mr M. Davey

20" Mr K. Gibson

27" Rev. A. Phippen (S)

We are resuming our services again this month after the winter break,
and would welcome any friends who would wish to join us.

SMILE, PLEASE!

We can find a better reason,
If we porder for a second,
To be happy, not despondent
When the toil of lifeisredkoned.
Every day that dawns is brightened
By some ray of joy or sun.
There are swed surprises hidden
In the world for everyone.
Even in the worst days
There are reasons to be glad —
Think how much more happiness
Than sorrow you have had.

Kathleen Partridge
A THOUGHT

The world is full of willing people -
some willing to work, and the rest
willing to let them.

S. E. Watts



urGRNTLY WANTED

SOS Jam Jars required for marmalade making for the Farmers’ Market.
Please leave in St Mary’s church or bring to me at home. Many thanks.
Hazel Richards

. Good price paid for a copy. Contact tel

|

|

‘- Copy of Rev'd Ellacombe's History of Bitton to aid research for a planned
| 0117 9610176 or email; bobwillis@bitton24.freeserve.co.uk

Bob Willis

Tea Club March Meeting 2.30 — 4.00

In the Methodist Church Hall - do come - everyone is welcome

Tuesday 1 March  More gems from Bill Leighfield's wonderful
collection of slides.

Tuesday 15 March Easter Lunch at The White Hart 12.30 for 12.45.

Bitton Methodist Church

Services for March 2005 at 6.15 pm

6" Rev. Robert Riddel

13" 146th Church Anniversary Rev. Dele Ashaye
20" Communion Rev. Dele Ashaye

27™ Church Fellowship

It was with sadness we learned of the death of Sydney Robert (Bob)
Summerill twin brother to Ron. Bob passd away on 24th January after a
long period of ill health. We offer our sympathy to al the family.

Bob who in latter years was involved in the United Church in Longwell
Green, will be remembered asan active member of our church, also living
and working in the vill age.

Reg Pullin
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CHURCHOFMARY, BITTON

7.30 pm Saturday 16 April 2005
with

&IBD

This local choir, conducted by Rosalyn Hodson, is giving a
varied programme including music by Bach, Mozart, Rutter
and others, to suit all tastes.

The choir is joined by well known soloists:

Mary Yates (Soprano)
Josephine Reece (Piano)

TICKETS including light refreshments

£5, £3 (concessions)
For tickets please contact
Jan Barnard (0117 960 0644) or
Jill Gibson (0117 9322122)8




Anonymous Income Survey

Paul Denyer

The time has come round again for the Anonymous Income Survey. On Sunday 6,
13 & 20 March, members of the congregation will be invited to tick a box on a piece
of paper indicating in round figures the amount of their annual income. You do not
append your name to the paper; it is entirely anonymous. When the figures are
collated and sent in, they form the basis for the quota assessment for the following
year. It is, therefore, important that everyone fills in a form so that an accurate
picture results. So, whether you are a top earner or on a fixed income or depend on
someone else for your income, your contribution is important. Thank you for your
help in this matter

News from Bitton WI

Jean Hook

Our darts team, lead by Janet Ballinger, won the game against Olveston. It was a
most enjoyable evening at the Bitton Rec. with refreshments supplied by Janet
lvens, so now we are through to the next round.

The Group evening is on Friday 4™ March at 7.30 pm and will be held at the
Methodist Hall, Hanham, The speaker is Richard Angwin, weatherman from the
BBC.

We are having an outing to Evesham on Wednesday 25th May when we arrive in
the market town we will be greeted with coffee. We can then take a look around
before having lunch (a picnic lunch would be nice) then the gardens and a boat trip
with optional cream tea, all for £16.50. But this is the best part: you don’t have to be
a member of the WI or even be a woman !!

We leave the White Hart Inn Bitton at 9am and arrive home at about 5.30pm.
Please contact Morag on 0117 9325335 if you are interested. Gwen Roach is
hosting a coffee morning in aid of the Meningitis Trust at 10.30am Sat. 19" March
with a bring and buy sale of cakes. Her new address is 2 Tayman Ridge.

David Fry will be telling us about the funny side of Town Crying, at our next meeting
on 14™ March.



Sir Bernard Lovell and The Rev'd Ellacombe -
to name but two!

Geoff Mackay

The very fascinating article by Nicola Bennetts about Sybil (S.E.Watts) in the
January edition has prompted me to contact Sir Bernard Lovell's Secretary at
Jodrell Bank for an update about the great man. Copied below is a letter | shall
personally treasure. It clearly displays his enduring love for his roots and a request
for some updated local information. | do apologise that the typeface is unavoidably
small.

| have no precise knowledge of the current state of the legendry Rev'd Ellacombe’s
Garden. Only given some educated opinions. | would therefore be most grateful for
precise information. Bob Willis advises me of a book written by the incredibly
versatile Vicar called “A Gloucestershire Garden.” A copy of which | am trying to get
hold of and send on to Sir Bernard.

As regards his wonderful childhood memory of a local Chained Bible, Ken Gibson
and Rex Allen have kindly helped with that. It is believed he may actually be
referring to a priceless Chained Bible once safe in St Anne’s, Syston but now
believed to be in the care of the British Museum. | have made enquiries and will
report the outcome, in due course, for those who may be interested.

Just like Sir Bernard, Sybil and Pam Hacker, some of the best people reared in”
these yer parts” attended our beloved, sadly no more, Kingswood Grammar School.
Even if it was made of wood, nicknamed “the cowsheds”and caused us rugby types
to be greeted with “mooing” from the opposition when arriving for an away fixture.
But they mostly soon found we were much more at home on the field than they were
and a lot less docile than cows!

This gives me the opportunity to mention that there is a very active Kingswood Old
Scholars Association run by a dedicated group under the leadership of Mr Mike
Bendrey. They issue a regular magazine called KOSA News. It always contains
some great articles from old KGS scholars and some not so old; plus priceless
archive pictures and documents made available to, and reproduced by, Mike. It also
advises of periodic events and re unions. If you want to know more contact him on
0117 9565689 E-Mail: kosa@mbendry.worldonline.co.uk. He would be pleased to
put you on the list thus joining well over a thousand current members spread across
the Planet. You would never believe what we've all got up to like sending highly
expensive failed probes to Mars.
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| am about to embark on an MA study of the origins
of the village of Bitton, to answer questions sich a

0 Wasthere a Saxon settlement enclosure near the
church over 1000years ago?

o Weknow the Romanstravelled through the
village c350 AD, did they stop and live here?

o Did they farm our land?

o Weknow there are several near-by Iron Ageforts
c700 BC, the most notable, just above North Stoke.

o Did they also have lowland farming and settlement
enclosuresin or near thevillage?

o Weknow thereisa Bronze Age round barr ow in the
village c1500 BC, were the Bronze Age peopleliving
and farming here, besides burying their dead?

Theanswer to al of these questionsliesin the soil of our
gardens and fields, and you can help. Have you found
anything interesting in your garden? Would you liketo
discover more?
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For Tickets please contact Sharon Robbins; Clerk to Bitton Parish Council; Tel:

01454 868102;
e-mail: bittonpc@blueyonder.co.uk
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COPY FOR THE APRIL EDITION
Is due NOT LATER than 11" MARCH Please
Any Queries / contributions, phone the Editorial Team :
Sandie or Geoff Mackay
Tel. 0117 9325157
or E-Mail: geejaymac@hotmail.com.
It would be helpful if Email attachments could be either in
Microsoft Word; Rich-Text; PDF format or within the text of
the E-Mall







