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T 
he excitement of snow and bonus days off school 
certainly put pay to any post-Christmas gloom in our 
house! 

The slopes above Bitton saw people of all ages whizzing 
down on toboggans, trays and surf boards, and building 
snowmen. It was good fun while it lasted, but as the crocuses 
start to push up in my garden, let‟s hope for some milder 
weather now. 

So a new year and new beginnings. There‟s good news on the 
White Hart pub, which has been shut for more than a year now. 
As I write, there are plans to reopen it. The council is 
considering a planning application from the owners to create a 
bigger, more sociable space (see page 19). 

Meanwhile Steve Cox is hopeful that 2010 will be a turning 
point for Bitton Rec. Do read his article on page 14. 

The year also started well for Bitton‟s famous old boy Dick 
King-Smith. Inspired by his childhood home in Golden Valley 
Lane to write Babe and other children‟s classics, he has been 
awarded an OBE by the Queen. We send you our warmest 
wishes, Dick. 

On page 11 you‟ll find details of how to vote for your top 10 
favourite hymns. High on my list would be He Who Would 
Valiant Be, At the Name of Jesus and Jerusalem. Have fun 
coming up with your own favourites. 

See you in March. 

Becky 

Welcome 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/16300/16374/snowflake2_16374_lg.gif&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/16300/16374/snowflake2_16374.htm&usg=__gMAyR7A-fGCogMTukR32PFrgJ2w=&h=783&w=700&sz=34&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=DQCA2WA
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Rev Den’s February message 

A 
 belated Happy New Year to you from all your 
 Methodist friends. I don‟t know about you, but my work 
has been affected quite a lot by the amount of snow 

that descended upon us in January.   

Meetings were postponed or cancelled, and services faced 
the same fate in some churches. And I have looked at my 
diary, and at the amount of things that have a line struck 
through them and „cancelled‟ written beside them, and I have 
had the time to ponder what the priorities of the 
churches are, and which things are really important. 

What do we really need to hold onto in our lives?  
I am hoping that some meetings won‟t need to be 
rescheduled…and we can simply pick up the things 
we need to discuss at the next meeting we have 
planned. For some meetings, we will have to reschedule, as 
the business still needs dealing with, but then we have the 
challenge of finding time for all these things in our diaries. 

What has really been important, though? It has been great to 
have space to reflect and to slow down in my everyday life – 
not something that normally happens for a minister in January, 
when life becomes busy once more after Christmas. But more 
importantly, it has been right to think about other people living 
locally, or within the churches, who are more vulnerable when 
weather like the last few weeks strikes.   

I have seen really generous, loving acts of kindness from one 
stranger to another, or one neighbour to another. It has been 
heartening to experience. It reminded me of the community in 
which I spent 29 years – where people looked out for each 
other, pottered in and out of each others‟ homes, and had 
extended families which included all the neighbours in the 
street! 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/16300/16374/snowflake2_16374_lg.gif&imgrefurl=http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/16300/16374/snowflake2_16374.htm&usg=__gMAyR7A-fGCogMTukR32PFrgJ2w=&h=783&w=700&sz=34&hl=en&start=7&tbnid=DQCA2WA
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Tea Club 

St Mary’s February flower rosta 
February  6  Marlene Gallop 

February 13             Pam Heyes 

(Because of Lent there will then be no flowers 
in church until Easter time) 

At its best, church community can be like this.  Yes, I know 
that none of us is perfect, and church is no different in this 
sense. But when it works well, the church is a community 
where people look out for each other, show love and care, and 
show acts of generosity to others – strangers or not. And what 
is the most important thing that we all need? It is to know that 
we are valued and loved and worth something. And that comes 
from knowing who created us in love – God our heavenly 
Father, and in recognising that we all have equal value 
because we are all created with equal worth.  

May you know the value within you from you Creator, and 
may you find that value in others as you live in community and 
fellowship with one another. All we need is love (I think a 
well-known song begins with these words…) 

God bless you. 

Rev Den Harding 

Meetings are at Bitton Methodist Church in Mill Lane 

from 2.30-4pm. 

On Tuesday, February 2, Pam Jeffries will talk 
about the Pipley Court alpacas. On February 16, 

Pete Midgley will talk about the trip to Israel. 
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Our churches and services 

UPTON CHEYNEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

Elder: Muriel Williams      

 0117 961 6843 

BITTON METHODIST CHURCH 

Minister: The Rev Denise Harding 

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH 

 0117 961 5592 

Correspondence secretary: Mr Reg Pullin  

113 Parkwall Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA  

 0117 967 1073 

 

6.15pm Sunday services for February 

7
th

 Mr B Saunders 
14

th  
Rev D Hardy (Communion service) 

21st  Rev Den Harding 
28

th
 Rev A Hoare 
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ST MARYôS CHURCH 
 
Vicar:  The Rev Canon Paul Denyer    
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 

 0117 967 3965 

Curate: The Rev Maria Shepherdson 
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 

 0117 960 8442 

  
Lay ministers: Mr Ken Gibson, 8 Church Rd, Bitton,  
BS30 6HH 

 0117 932 2122 

 
Dr David Bailey, Westover House, Bitton, BS30 6HT 

 0117 932 8449 

 
Churchwardens: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage,  
40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 

 0117 932 3868  

 
Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High Street, Bitton 

 0117 932 5376 

Baptism Inquiries: Mrs Jean Gray  0117 967 2964 

Marriage and funeral inquiries:  To the vicar 

Reg Pullin writes: I would like to express a word of thanks 
to all the members of St Mary's, St Barnabas and Siston 
churches who joined us on a very cold January night to 
share in our annual covenant service.  The warmth of the 
fellowship was much appreciated.                                                               
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St Maryôs services for February 

A warm welcome 

Thursday, February 4 
 

9.30am Celtic Communion  
Service followed by 
coffee and cake 

Sunday, February 7 10.30am Parish Communion  

Sunday, February 14 8am Holy Communion 

 10.30am Thailand special with 
the Wilsons 

  10.30am Sunday Funday in the 
church hall 

Sunday, February 21 10.30am Family and Parade 
Service 

Ash Wednesday, 
February 24 

7.30pm Service at St Barnabas,  
Warmley 

   

Sunday, February 28 8am Holy Communion 

 10.30am Morning Prayer 

    

Sorry that we had to cancel the January Sunday Funday 
due to the cold, but we look forward to seeing parents 

 and children under seven at the next event in the church 
hall from 10.30-11.30am on February 14 involving music  

(with instruments provided), crafts, stories and  

refreshments.  

Coffee and newspapers are provided so that parents can 

enjoy a relaxing hour. 
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Christian Aid thanks 

On the Christian Aid envelopes we were challenged to „Give 
hope at Christmas‟, and the focus was on the work of the 
YMCA in Bethlehem – just one area of the world much in need 
of hope at the present time.  

Christian Aid supports partners in over 50 countries in the 
world and, in doing so, they turn our gifts of money into 
practical help – and hope – for the world‟s poorest people, 
regardless of their race, creed or colour.  

As I write this, the people of Haiti are in desperate need after 
their terrible earthquake. Christian Aid partners are there 
supplying what emergency aid they can. And they will continue 
to give support long after the disaster is no longer in the news.  

The Christmas collections from the Methodists and St Mary‟s 
raised £505.60.  Thank you to all who gave so generously. 

Nicola Bennetts 

Deanery Uganda Link 

Daphne Hardwick, a nurse and lay minister, who lives in 
Swindon, spent four weeks in the autumn in Uganda at the 
invitation of Bishop Yona, reviewing health services in the 
Diocese of West Ankole, with which our Deanery is linked. 

She is coming to share her experiences at our next Link 
meeting on Monday, February 15 at 7.45pm at  

Coalpit Heath. I have spare seats in my car so if you would 
like to come, just let me know. 

Ken Gibson 
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A 
t a recent meeting of St Mary‟s Morning Group, Anna 
Watling gave an interesting talk from Rural Rides Of 
The Bristol Churchgoer, by Joseph Leech.  The book 

was based on articles from the back page of the Bristol Times 
called „The Churchgoer‟.  

The first series in the newspaper ended in June 1844 and 
shortly after that the „Churchgoer‟ began his Rural Rides. 
Soon every incumbent within a 20-mile radius of Bristol was 
in fear that the Churchgoer was amongst his congregation 
and ready to report on the shortcomings of the parish, church, 
congregation or sermon!  

The Churchgoer was, in fact, Joseph Leech, editor of the 
Bristol Times. On April 12, 1845, he visited Bitton. Here is an 
outline of his observations on his visit to St Mary‟s. 

“On entering the Church, seeing FREE SEATS painted on 
the wall on my left, I had just placed my hand on a pew door 
(there were box pews at St Mary‟s at that time) when I 
noticed the rest of the inscription - FOR WOMEN. Turning 
round I noted that men were intended to sit on the right hand 
side.” 

This is the first time he has seen segregation in an  
established church. He goes on to note that, a little further up, 
in seats that were not labelled free, there was no such 
 invidious distinctions. The next thing he remarks on is that 
“some malcontents” in the Kingdom have been creating a 
hubbub and opposition to chanting in church (what‟s new!) on 
the grounds that people cannot join in. 

St Mary’s Matters 

http://www.watton.org/clipart/doves/dove110.gif
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Joseph Leech was pleased to note that all the folk of St 
Mary‟s “cleverly got through it”. 

Leech states that, if he was vicar, he‟d “preach a terrible  
sermon against irregularity of attendance”, as the poorer 
members of the congregation apparently drifted in at any time, 
and that two or three appeared as late as Communion. 

He remarked “that there were two or three interesting 
incidents” in the service on his visit. Firstly, there was a solemn 
and beautiful liturgy for the Churching of women, the second 
was an announcement by the vicar that his son was to be a 
candidate for ordination, and calling on the congregation to 
speak if they knew of any cause why he should not take Holy 
Office.  

The third was the sermon which was preached from 
Ecclesiastes Chapter 5,verse 4, “When thou vowest a vow unto 
God defer not to pay it, for He hath no pleasure in fools, pay 
that which thou has vowed” , and Leech noted that 
this was treated in a plain, sensible manner.  

The vicar of Bitton, (pictured) he thought, read the 
lessons too rapidly, but added that the vicar was one 
of the most indefatigable men in the world. “He has 
restored the mother Church (St Mary‟s), rebuilt 
Oldland and built several more around his Parish.” 

Leech notes that the restoration and repairs at St Mary‟s have 
been “affected with good taste and architectural knowledge”. 
Most of the work was achieved through private subscriptions. 
He states that the front on the gallery “is positively brilliant, with 
emblazoned shields…. One would have imagined that a whole 
company of Knights Templar has come to Bitton”. (What a pity 
the gallery and the wonderful shields have disappeared) 

All in all St Mary‟s, and the vicar, Ellacombe, come out of his 
scrutiny well! 

Ann Willis 
Churchwarden 
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£5,000 gift for St Mary’s 

I 
n December we received the wonderful news that the 
 National Churches Trust will be giving £5,000 to our Living 
Stones Appeal. 

As the trust is dependent on gifts, now is a good time for  
anyone who is passionate about churches, chapels and  
meeting houses to join as a Friend or to donate to the National 
Churches Trust. 

It is the leading independent body concerned 
with the protection and welfare of Christian 
places of worship throughout the UK. In 2007 the 
Historic Churches Preservation Trust (founded 
1953) and the Incorporated Church Building 
Society (founded 1918) became the National 
Churches Trust. This new charity helps faith communities 
maintain and enhance the buildings in their care in practical 
and innovative ways. 

It tries to ensure that churches, chapels and meeting houses 
survive and flourish at the heart of their communities. Rising 
costs and the practicalities of fundraising are only some of the 
challenges faced by the volunteers managing these special 
places.  

The trust strives to raise public awareness about the 
challenges local communities like ours are facing. In 2010 it will 
offer the opportunity to apply for grants towards urgent and 
essential structural repairs to churches and chapels. There are 
also some grants available for projects to install new facilities 
and improve access.  

For more information visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org, 
email infor@nationalchurchestrust.org or call 020 7600 6090. 

The trust receives no financial aid from government or church 
authorities. You can become a Friend from as little at £20 a 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/PHT/PHT501/WAA001000006.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/illustration/cheque.html&usg=__cui6Rw6T4a7b48X9Oh-_znJ2Yx0=&h=170&w=170&sz=7&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=na-oTwPt7bDavM:&tbn
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year. The Friends‟ Scheme is in development. The Volunteers‟ 
Programme is also being developed. Get in touch if you 

are interested. 

You can make a donation online at the website via your credit 
card using the „Give now „secure facilities provided by the 
Charities Aid Foundation, which enables you to increase the 
value of your gift, at no extra cost to you, if you are a UK  
taxpayer. 

And if you would like to consider remembering the trust in your 
will, contact the office to ask about legacies, or visit the 
website.  

What are your top 10 hymns ? 

Every two months six members of St Mary‟s meet to choose 
the hymns.  

Most of the hymns and tunes are selected because we believe 
they are ones people enjoy, but we do introduce new ones 
from time to time. 

We also leave a gap on fourth Sundays for The People‟s 
Choice, selected and introduced by a member of the 
congregation. If you have a hymn you would like to feature in 
this spot, please mention it to Pete Midgley. 

To help us further we are asking you to nominate during  
February your top 10 hymns. Forms and a box for the 
completed forms will be at the back of the church throughout 
the month. The results will be published in church in March and 
also in the April edition of Focal Point. 

 

Anne Carrington, Ken Gibson, 
Jacqui Harris, Barbara Merrett, Pete Midgley 

and Peter Moffitt  
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I 
s it just a question of age, or is something dramatically 
significant altering our understanding of the values, 
enjoyment and benefits of sport?  

First let‟s turn the spotlight on the Murdoch „Sky‟ Empire, 
which lays claim to the broadcasting rights to so many  
major sporting events. This near monopoly denies access to 
hordes of sports enthusiasts who cannot, or do not wish to 
subscribe to a range of sports channels which, for much of the 
time, are devoted to crude forms of all-in wrestling and endless 
repeats of soccer matches between unheard of teams. Sky‟s 
manipulation of kick-off times, which results in events starting 
at freakish hours, undermines the concept of families enjoying 
live matches from the terraces.  

Jenson Button‟s Grand Prix victory was overshadowed by 
reports that team managers, in search of podium points, were 
not averse to instructing drivers to collide with other 
competitors. And media fever over the transgressions of Tiger 
Woods highlights the dangers of rewarding sporting icons with 
ludicrously inflated salaries in the full knowledge that some will 
be incapable of adjusting to the artificial lifestyles these create. 

In my three favourite sports, cricket, rugby and tennis, the 
creation of „all-year-round‟ fixture lists and demand for greater 
and greater success are making insupportable demands on the 
physical and mental welfare of players, and their families. In 
rugby, there must be concern that serious injuries will become 
inevitable as fitness regimes produce fitter, faster, stronger 
players who have so little time to recuperate after injury. 

But is it all that bad? What about Paulton Rovers, from 
Division 1 of the Zamaretto League, living the dream in front of 
2,070 spectators in their home FA Cup match against Norwich 
City? Although Norwich beat the local lads 7 goals to 0, there‟s 
not a member of the Paulton team, nor their supporters, who 
will ever forget the part they played. 

A grumpy old man’s question of sport 
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I 
 am engrossed in Alan Titchmarsh‟s new book, Knave Of 
Spades, about how he started out and worked his way up to 
become Britain‟s best-known gardener.  

I am an admirer simply because he started his career doing  
almost the same tasks I did. His very first job was taking 
geranium cuttings, exactly the same job as I did as a trainee 
gardener at Glenside almost 40 years ago.  

Like me he was based very much on the nursery, the 
difference being his was the parks department, whereas I was 
based in the hospital. He has done so much since then. What 
sticks out is he‟s never forgotten where it all started and admits 
being a gardener has helped him appreciate the success that 
has followed. As for me, I may not be well off in pocket but I am 
very rich in that I am still in gardening, have a wonderful family 
and three fantastic golden retrievers.  

A few jobs for February. If soil conditions allow, it‟s a good time 
to plant fruit trees and bushes. Mulch and feed established 
trees. Continue winter digging. Divide and plant snowdrops. It‟s 
an excellent time to prune summer shrubs that flower on new 
wood. And continue to supply the birds with food and water. 

 Best wishes, Rob and everyone at Chief Trading Post  

In the garden 

What about the superlative results gained by Britain‟s 
Paraplegic teams in recent World and Olympic Games, which 
hide the sacrifices of competitors and families in overcoming 
what so many of us would regard as insurmountable 
difficulties? These and many others will continue to compete 
for the sheer joy of achievement. 

If you want to see some of our aspiring sporting legends of the 
future, check in at Bath University, where many are in training 
for the 2012 and 2016 Olympics.  

JJE 
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B 
itton Recreation Ground (known locally as The Rec) 
has been in continuous use for over 100 years. It is 
held in trust for the benefit of the inhabitants of Bitton 

and looked after jointly by Bitton Recreation Trust (a registered 
charity) and by Bitton AFC, who hold a long-term lease from 
the trust to operate and manage the facility.  

The clubhouse is the headquarters for our successful local 
football, cricket, tennis and cribbage clubs.  

Situated at the gateway to the village on Bath Road, the 
clubhouse has seen service in the past as a library, YMCA and 
as a wartime food store and distribution centre. It has a friendly 
licensed bar, a superb skittle alley plus a large function room 
available for hire for parties and other events.  

But as Bittonians know, the clubhouse is very much past its 
best and is in urgent need of radical refurbishment or complete 
replacement. It's here we need your help.  

A joint group from Bitton Recreation Ground Trust, Bitton 
AFC and Bitton Sports and Social Club has been formed to 
raise funds to give the people of Bitton a clubhouse with 
improved facilities options for other activities. It's our wish to 
put the collective frustration that everyone connected with The 
Rec feels about the clubhouse to positive use and make a 
concerted effort to get this work done in 2010. 

Do you have skills and experience to offer in the areas of  
fund-raising, architecture, project management, structural 
engineering, building design, building, joinery, electrical 
engineering, plumbing, heating, conservation, interior and 
exterior design?  We‟d like to hear from you. Please contact 
the fund-raising team by email at steve@photoportunity.com or 
give me a call on 0117 932 7164. Or if you just want to keep 
up to date with events, check out the website at http://
sites.google.com/site/rebuildtherec 

Help us rebuild The Rec 

mailto:steve@photoportunity.com
http://sites.google.com/site/rebuildtherec
http://sites.google.com/site/rebuildtherec
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News from Bitton WI 

A very happy new year to all our members and to everyone in 
Bitton and nearby villages! 

The meeting on January 11 was a silent auction and our next 
meeting will be on Monday, February 8 at 7.30pm 
in the church hall, Church Lane. We will hear a 
talk on „Hemp: The Wonderplant‟. 

New members are always welcome. We have a 
varied monthly programme. It‟s not all cakes and 
crafts! 

Bitton WI is part of the Avon Federation of 
Women‟s Institutes. There is the opportunity to join  
many other events during the year, including this month‟s 
federation walk on Thursday the 18th. 

The walk starts in Bitton and takes in Upton Cheyney and 
North Stoke via Pipley Bottom, then up on to Lansdown before 
descending back to Bitton.  

Members will meet in Church Lane, at the entrance to the 
churchyard, at 10am for a 10.15am start.  The cost is £1, to be 
paid on the day. 

Elaine Skidmore 

Deadline for March  edition 
Please get your copy and quiz answers for the next 

edition in to me by February 13. If copy is late, I  
cannot always guarantee that I can fit it in. 

Email rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk or call me on 
0117 932 5037.  Alternatively post or drop off your 

 articles to 18 Church Road, Bitton BS30 6HH.   

mailto:rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk
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Beekeeping with Brenda 

B 
ees are unpredictable; they live their 
own intelligence.   

It is not clear where in the colony this 
intelligence lies. Certainly not in the individual 
worker bee, the lazy drone nor the hard working queen, who 
can lay up to 2,000 eggs a day when the hedgerows are in 
blossom and chestnut candles glow on nearby trees. 

The colony of bees responds instinctively to such abundance, 
and in a good spring, the size of the colony can grow fast.    

It takes 21 days for new bees to hatch from the tiny white 
eggs laid by the queen, one to every six sided wax cell. Once 
born, the house bee starts work almost immediately, cleaning 
out cells, feeding young brood and packing and storing the 
pollen brought in by the foragers. Three weeks later these 
house bees graduate to become foragers themselves. 

Swarming is less predictable. I need to be on my toes and 
look through my hives regularly each week for queen cells as 
their presence is a sure sign that the bees are preparing to 
swarm. 

Last year one colony produced a veritable abundance of 
queen cells in early May. Despite my best efforts at swarm 
control, in my absence a small swarm was found clustering on 
the lower bough of an apple tree by my neighbour, David, who 
collected it for me. This tiny colony was already up and running 
when I tentatively looked through on my return; my heart leapt 
at the sight of glistening eggs standing upright in rows of cells.  

On a fine day the virgin queen flies to a drone congregation 
area. I understand there is one such at the top of Lansdown, 
and there, high in the sky, she will mate with a number of 
different drones, though none from her own colony.  She 
returns with sufficient spermatozoa to last for the next two or 
three years, though the unfortunate drones die in the act. 
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Author Dick King-Smith, who was born in Bitton, was 

made an OBE in the Queenôs New Year Honours. 

 Mr King-Smith, who has relatives buried in St Maryôs 
Church yard and whose family once owned the village 

paper mills, has penned over 100 books including 

The Sheep-Pig, which inspired the film Babe. 

His OBE is for services to childrenôs literature. 

Now 87, Mr King-Smith lives near Keynsham.  He has 

also worked as a farmer and a teacher. 

The queen immediately starts to lay on her return, fertilising 
each worker egg as she goes. This miracle I spied on my quick 
look through the brood box.  

I am fortunate to be able to spend time watching my bees as 
they come and go, tentatively emerging from the hive and 
flying abruptly up and away, knowing exactly where to find the 
best nectar and pollen.  

No one completely understands how and why bees decide to 
swarm; there are lots of indications, such as overcrowding and 
lack of storage space for nectar,  but neither the queen nor any 
individual bee makes the decision. Intelligence resides in 
the whole colony. It is as if the colony is one single organism 
but without the skin warm-blooded creatures have to protect 
them. Warmth is an essential ingredient to their life and they 
keep themselves at a temperature close to that of mammals by 
flexing their wing muscles so that even in deepest winter, the 
temperature at the centre of the cluster remains steady.  

Honey bees are the only bees able to store honey and 
survive through winter as a colony. I trust mine will emerge in 
the spring strong and healthy from beneath the deep snow 
covering their hives this January. 

Dick King Smith OBE 
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Quiz corner 
There were three entries in our January quiz. You had to 
see how many words with a minimum of five letters that 
you could get from the word 'Resolution' .  

Liz Watkins got 89, Pam and Jon Heyes 90, but the 
winner with 165 was Jan Wookey, who with a friend spent 
many happy hours perusing a dictionary and thesaurus. 
Janôs the winner for the second month in a row! 

And so to Februaryôs brainteaser. There are 20 to do and 
we have kindly done the first one for you. Answers in by 
February 13 please (see page 15 for details). 

11             
500           
8           
1953    
747  
147 
100 
20          
6            
3            
5            
1001       
6             
66           
2              
12            
39            
10            
5               
4               

Answer:  11 Pipers Piping PP 
D in RN 
GF on the BS  
C of QE 
B 
MB in S 
YW 
FO in a P  
V of PB in S 
C in a F 
E on a P 
CC 
L on an I 
CC 
P in a Q 
A of J 
S 
V of Q in S 
P in a Q 
H of the A  
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Village news 
Here are the highlights from the Bitton Village Residentsô 
Association committee meeting held in January. 

The White Hart is set to get a new lease of life. A new 
tenant is lined up for the pub, which has been closed for 
more than a year, and plans have been lodged with South 
Gloucestershire Council by the owners Peninsula Inns to 
make the ground-floor space more flexible, which involves 
taking down part of a wall.  

Cllr Mike Thomas said the councilôs conservation officer 
had concerns about the loss of ñhistoric fabricò in the 
listed building, but it was hoped that a revised scheme 
would be acceptable, and that the pub would be back in 
business in a few monthsô time. Watch this space... 

Other highlights: 

Cllr Thomas said the appeal to build hundreds of 
homes at Barry Road, Oldland Common, had been 
dropped, but that planning officers expected another 
scheme to be lodged at some point in the future 

Bob Willis spoke about the success of St Maryôs 
Living Stones Appeal, which is nearing its £125,000 
total. 

Invited guest Dave Thomas, regional manager of LF 
Jones Convenience Stores, which runs the village 
shop, spoke of his desire to make it more customer 
friendly, and encouraged people to talk to him about 
ideas for improving the range of products on offer. 

This yearôs open gardens day in Bitton will be on  
Sunday, June 6 from noon to 5pm 

The association is planning a litter pick in the spring 

For more on the BVRA contact chairman Andrew 
Ward at andrew.ward1@btconnect.com 
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Bitton Gardening Club 

Flicks in the Sticks 

Bitton Village Residentsô Association 
invites you to Flicks in the Sticks  

in The Old School Room, Church Lane,  
on Friday, February 19 when we will be screening 

Finding Forrester, starring Sean Connery, Rob Brown 

and Anna Paquin. 

Set in New York, this is a thought-provoking film about  a 
bright, under-privileged kid from the Bronx, who by 

chance meets up with a famous but reclusive writer, who 
becomes his mentor. Their journey  

through a school year changes them both. 

Doors open at 7.30pm and the film starts at 8pm. 

Drinks will be available from the licensed bar and choc 
ices will be served in the interval. There will be time to 

chat with friends. Admission is free! 

You are invited to join us on a visit to 
the  Rococo Gardens at Painswick to see the snowdrops 

on Tuesday, February 23. 

Weôll start the day at 11am with coffee before setting off 
on a tour of this historic garden, led by Kay Ross and 

Wendy Smale, who both have a professional interest.   

Travel will be by car share. A light lunch will be available. 

For more information or to book contact Stephanie Bailey 

932 8949 or e-mail stephanieb48@hotmail.com. 

The price to members is £6 or £5 concession for 60+. 

Non- members pay an additional £4. 
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