Focal Point

e ——

The Grange entrance, 1963

Bitton Parish Magazine February 2008 35p




Love Is All A round Us!

The abundance of lurid red and white, advertisements for
chocolates, champagne and luxury gifts for the Beloved in your life, not
to mention hugely inflated costs of floral bouquets signal that once again
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Christmas and Easter. Love, it seems is measured by the size of the card,
the weight of the flowers, the ambience of the (expensive) restaurant, and
for many women, the time and effort put into the evening by the poor
unfortunate chap!

St Valentine revolves at a fantastic rate in his grave and the
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As | child | was fascinated by the grisly bones and relics of the
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i U b Stiget Garmelite Church , Dublin. And by the steady procession of
young folk, couples and singles, who flocked to the church to pray for a
life partner and happiness in love year after year.

| was equally as fascinated to learn that these were the bones of a
possible THREE Saint Valentines: A roman priest, A Bishop and a Martyr
who died in Africa. And later in university made the link between the
ET U U mvishy tt) veplace the ancient pagan festival of Lupercalia with
something of a more spiritual nature. 1 am left wondering what
happened!

For Christians, the Love of Christ, of God, for the world speaks
not of material things given on one particular day of th e year but of a
love poured out for all humankind in sacrifice. A love that holds nothing
back, a practical love, a love that involves putting self aside, a love that
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much to bearto look fully and squarely at this type of love, its quality, its
strength of purpose is too much for us.

However, perhaps occasions like St5 E O1 O U b Odffer Usuawt E a
opportunity to recognise where we find this kind of love, the love of
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life can be followed with an unfettered heart.
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The small things of our past life that he has let go wholeheartedly
and without resent ment- a lie-in on the weekend with his wife, a Sunday
afternoon movie, a late Saturday night wining and dining with friends. |
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both the love of God for His Creation and the love we have for each
other. Perhaps we could tell someone we love and value, a family
member, a friend, a colleague, and God, just how much what they do
and who they are means to us. And thank them for their love and care of
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have the added benefit of helping card designers and vendors to earn
their crust!
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The Christian Aid envelopes from t he | Me
had already sent a cheque for £111 at the time of the Bangladesh floods so
overall we sent £873 this Christmas i and that total will be increased by the tax
reclaimed on the gift aid slips.

Whether the money has been used to help the flood victims in Bangladesh or the
earthquake victims in Peru, or the very poor people in other parts of the world, it

is a gift with real meaning f or those who have received it. Thank you all very
much indeed for your generosity.

Just one more thing . . . Everyone has views on climate change, nuclear
energy, solar power, wave power, windpower i i t 6s a | ong | i sjt.
the Climate Change Bill which is due to come before Parliament in the spring

does not go far enough, you may like to use one of the Christian Aid postcards

to send to your MP. The boundaries are changing so many of us will be moving
from Dan Norr i s 6 sntlycansidered margieah o that of Ragerr ¢
Berry, whods keen to make friends wit|h
whoever you choose to lobby, t hbe st&dinh to their constituents - a chance
to wield your power! The postcards are available at the back of the Church.

Nicola Bennetts




Edwin Alway 28" November 1913 23° December 2007

We would like to thank allthose friends and neighbours of our father
Eddie Away who constantly gave him thetiue friendship throughout his life.
We were unable to see and talk to each of you at his
funeral but we shall always be grateful to everyone of you
for yourkindness to him.

Leon, Paul, Karen and their families.

The Januaryrocal Point had already gone to print when

Eddie diedon 28Dece mber . He didnodot see the
appeared in the magazine, but he knew what | had written

(and he had made some emdments). He was happy to

be featured and, for my part, it was a great pleasure and a

real privilege to interview him.

He was, as Paul said at his funeral, a true gentleeven kind and thoughtful

and a man of deep faith. His passing leavesagreap at St Mary

village. We shall miss him very much and we send our sympathy to his family.
Nicola Bennetts

St Mary® Matters February 2008

As | write this t oday 6™ January 2008 it is the Sunday . &
called AEpiphanyo which is ]
Men coming to worship the baby Jesus, the new King of
the Jews. |l 6ve just |l ooked &
in the dictionary and as wef ¢ nin

Chri st to the &dMagi G Mani fad s £ a
superhuman beingo. That sums Jesus up Vv
believe can have superhuman effects on our own lives and on the life of
communities, countries and global situations.

There was a lot of looking forwardtoJesus d& arri val in our c

At the beginning of every service throughout December, a candle was lit. There
are five candles on the advent crown; the first represents the prophets . The
second the people in all nations. The third John the Baptist. The fourth Mary,
mother of Jesus and the fifth (lit on Christmas Day) Jesus himself, the light of
the world.



