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A Happy New Year to you all! | hope you have had a wonderful
Christmas and a good break.

I am not one for New Year’s resolutions (I know the extent of
my willpower!) but | was inspired by Pam Heyes’ journal
(page 12).

The extract from the cold winter of 1981/82 brought childhood
memories flooding back; our school was closed and my
brother, sister and | spent hours tobogganing on the hills above
our village.

| like the idea of keeping a journal, recording significant events
and times, to revisit in years to come. I'll let you know how | get
on! Meanwhile, good luck with your own resolutions.

Also inside this month you will find the Christmas crossword
answers and a brand new quiz to get the whole family thinking.
Plus there’s the first report from our new W1 correspondent,
Elaine Skidmore, and a poem from one of Bitton’s oldest
scribes!

The post of editor has already brought me into contact with
many interesting people in the community. One of them told
me recently that she felt the magazine played a pivotal role,
enabling all the different groups in Bitton to join up and relate to
each other. | do hope you share that sentiment.

Becky
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Message from the curate

“‘Real January weather, inn’it?” one commuter remarked to
another as they settled their ample rear ends into none too
accommodating seats on the No 43 bus.

Peering at one another over the mountain of Christmas
shopping balanced on knees a few thighs short of a lap, they
continued: “I hate January.”

“Too long, if you ask me. Nothing to look forward to, that’s the
trouble with New Year.”

“Only another Christmas at the end of it, is all.”

“Ah, give over, will yah. This 'uns not started yet!”

Once the raucous laughter subsided, the two ladies
proceeded to denounce life after Christmas as flat, boring, debt
-ridden, cold and virtually everlasting in bleakness.

As they got off the bus one said to the other: “Better make the
most of it — nothin’ worth living for after New Year’s.”

| wonder how many of us would admit to hav-
ing entertained a similar thought. Perhaps
deep down we've forgotten how to ‘keep
Christmas’ all year. Maybe we’ve even
forgotten why we might do so!

When | was a child some small item of
Christmas frivolity would inevitably be forgotten and left to
grace wall, cornice or window for the remainder of the year. A
‘forgettie’ we called it — something that poked us into remem-
bering Christmas when we least expected it.

Phil and | have a small set of Peruvian crib figures and an
olive wood Holy Family which we leave out. To happen across
it on a dull January afternoon encourages us to remember the
reason for the season — Jesus — and brings joy flooding into
the grey bleakness.

To find the manger on a bookshelf during the fasting season
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of Lent recalls both the reality of His birth and the sacrifice He
made to bring us joy — life in ALL its fullness. And to see it at
Easter completes the story born in the darkest days and
reminds us of the Hope that is ours if we but have the courage
to keep Christmas alive and well in our hearts.

And God’s sense of humour invariably causes me to look at
the forgettie, just as Terry Wogan reminds us to put the
sprouts on... in June!

So. What about it? A challenge! Leave out a forgettie, and let
me know next Christmas if it helped you keep alive the Joy,
even in the darkest days.

Happy New Year.

Maria Shepherdson

Tea Glub

Meetings are held at Bitton Methodist
Church Hall in Mill Lane from 2.30-4pm.

On Tuesday, January 5 Helen Scarlett flies in from
Australia to talk about being a librarian around
the world.

On Tuesday, January 19 it’s Poetry Please! with
Pearl and John Evans.

St Mary’s January flower rosta

January 2 Karen Smith
January 9 Judith Butson
January 16 Ann Bush
January 23 Maureen Gay
January 30 Maureen Perrett
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UPTON CHEYNEY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Elder: Muriel Williams

@ 0117 961 6843

BITTON METHODIST CHURCH

Minister: The Rev Denise Harding

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH
@ 0117 961 5592

Correspondence secretary: Mr Reg Pullin

113 Parkwall Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA
@ 0117 967 1073

6.15pm Sunday services for January

3@  Rev Den Harding, Covenant Service
10" Rev Andrew Prout

17" Mr Martin Slocombe

24™  Mr Chris Sledge

31" Rev Den Harding
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ST MARY’S CHURCH

Vicar: The Rev Canon Paul Denyer
The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ

@ 0117 967 3965

Curate: The Rev Maria Shepherdson
25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX

@ 0117 960 8442

Lay ministers: Mr Ken Gibson, 8 Church Rd, Bitton,
BS30 6HH

@ 0117 932 2122

Dr David Bailey, Westover House, Bitton, BS30 6HT
@ 0117 932 8449

Churchwardens: Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage,
40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP

@ 0117 932 3868

Mr Jim Heavens, Eastover, High Street, Bitton
@ 0117 932 5376

Baptism Inquiries: Mrs Jean Gray @ 0117 967 2964
Marriage and funeral inquiries: To the vicar
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St Mary’s services for January

Sunday, January 3 10 30am Parish Communion

6.15pm  Covenant Service,
Bitton Methodist
Church

Thursday, January 7 9.30am  Celtic Communion
followed by coffee
and cake

Sunday, January 10 8am Holy Communion

10.30am Benefice Communion

10.30am Sunday Funday in the
church hall
Sunday, January 17 10.30am Family Christingle

Sunday, January 24 8am Holy Communion

10.30am Morning Prayer
Sunday, January 31 8am Holy Communion
10.30am Family Communion

Explorers and Pathfinders

Explorers and Pathfinders start in church and after
15 minutes leave for their own sessions.

New members are very welcome. For more details

contact Jacqui Harris (Explorers) on 0117 937 4706

and for Pathfinders the Midgleys on 0117 932 6898.
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Mid-week meetings

A Celtic service of Holy Communion will be celebrated on
Thursday, January 7 followed by coffee and cake.

The Wednesday Morning Group gets under way on January 13 at
10.30am at the home of Judith Walker.

Praise and prayer in the Lady Chapel will also be meeting on
January 13. The evening begins with a cup of tea or coffee at
7.30pm and ends at 8.45pm.

Wednesday Evening Groups begin again on Wednesday, January
21 at 7.30pm. Location details are on the cards to be found at the
back of church.

The next session of the Benefice Book Club which meets at the
Upton Inn is on Tuesday, February 16 at 7.30pm when the book for
discussion will be Light Force i The Only Hope For The Middle
East, by Brother Andrew.

You shall go to the hall!

St Mary's Church presents
Carnival in Venice 2010
A Grand Masked Ball in the Guildhall, Bath,
on February 5, 2010
Tickets are £45 (masks provided)
Dine in style with the Emperor!
For tickets see Ann Willis on 0117 932 3868
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n November 25" many of us from St Mary’s were
witness to an act which has been re-enacted over
the centuries since Whit Sunday 30 AD!

For in November 2009 six members of St Mary’s Church
were confirmed by Bishop Mike of Bristol, at Holy Trinity
Church, Bradley Stoke.

The six were Naomi Clapp, Beth Laverack, Olivia Harris,
Jenny and Tessa Deacon, and Shirley Day. All are members
of the choir at St Mary’s.

The service started with the hymn Oh For A Thousand
Tongues To Sing and this modern church was filled with
sound. Bishop Mike spoke inspirationally about the
importance of community (social cohesion in modern
parlance)!

He spoke of the Christian ideal of offering one another
Fellowship; he stated that it is a rather old-fashioned term,
but we need to stand together and help one another, and
certainly, within St Mary’s, | see members care for one
another in many differing ways.

In total 30 were being confirmed from four different
churches. All six candidates from Bitton stood and bore
witness to their individual reasons for being confirmed, so
leading to becoming full members of the Church.
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The central act of the service is the point when the Bishop
lays his hand on an individual's head, indeed Confirmation is
also called ‘the Laying on of Hands'. This is the most deeply
moving part, as each knelt before the Bishop and is called by
name.

That evening, the Rev Maria Shepherdson, our curate,
led the intercessions. The following Sunday, the first Sunday of
Advent, November 29, the candidates took their first
Communion in St Mary’s, withessed by godparents and
relations.

Maria, assisted by Richard Humphrey, led this special
service. Paul interviewed the candidates. They all said the
course was interesting and fun and, when asked if they would
recommend Confirmation to others, there was a resounding
‘Yes!’

At the end there was a presentation to each one from
St Mary’s and afterwards everyone had a chance to greet
them over coffee and biscuits. That brought to a close a very
wonderful week for St Mary’s. | would like to leave you with the
words spoken by Queen Elizabeth I.

Christ was the word and spake it,
He took the bread and brake it
And what His word doth make it,
That I beli eve and take

Ann Willis
Churchwarden

Holy Land pilgrimage

Richard Humphrey and Peter Midgley will talk about
the recent visit to Israel at the church hall, Bitton, on
January 30 at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5.
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The Brownies who meet at the Guide Hut in Bitton on
Monday nights have helped raise money for poor
communities overseas.

At their Christmas production of The Little
Fir Tree, there was a raffle, and teas and
coffees were sold to raise money.

More than £54 was raised, which is enough
to buy a brood of chickens for a family in
Angola, a goat for a family in Burundi and 80 nutritious
meals for children and babies in Bangladesh.

Brown Owl Ruth Chiddy said: “A big thank you to all
parents and friends who supported our raffle, and a very
big well done and thank you to the Brownies for putting
on another fantastic Christmas play.”

From Bangkok to Bitton

Our friends, Ross and Sonia Wilson, and their children, Becca,
Caity and Kesiah, will be joining us in February.

The Wilson family have spent the last six years working for
Christchurch, Bangkok, and have lots to share with us
about their time there and how their work as Christians with a
care for their community is relevant all over the world, be it
Bitton or Bangkok!

Please put the afternoon of Saturday 13th and Sunday
morning (14™) in your diaries as there will be the opportunity to
meet Ross and Sonia in workshops on the Saturday and in the
Sunday service with lunch afterwards.

Liz Midgley
St Mary’s
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The last Sunday morning service
The little chapel would close that’s that
But God said I'll send them home with a smile
So he mixed up the bowler hats

The preacher had the one too small
The steward’s came down on his nose
We just had to laugh tho tears were near
For we hadn’t wanted to close

Have you noticed when God answers prayer
There’s a clever twist to be seen
We would never have thought to have asked for that
But it comes with a God shaped gleam

Oh God | really love you
| enjoy your sense of fun
Never knowing what to expect
Hope rises like the sun

And when in heaven’s blessed peace
We’ve done the Holy Holy bit
I'll be really looking forward to
The laughter and the wit

Edna Nelmes, 86, of High Street, Bitton, kindly dug out
this poem that she penned in the 1960s to share with us.
It was written when Cley Hill Church, Bristol, closed, and

the announcement that Bitton Methodist Church is to shut
brought back memories. Thank you, Edna
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That was the winter
that was

Pam Heyes dips into her journal to
recall a cold winter in Bitton in the
early 1980s

February 22nd, 1982
begin my journal with thoughts in retrospect to the winter of
682 when the snow fell and st a:
The schools were unable to remain open, everywhere seized up
under the freezing conditions. Our thermometer by the workshop
door registered 27 degrees of frost; my father, at Squirrel Farm ,
said the reading went right off his thermometer. Shropshire was
said to be one of the coldest places in Britain, equal to the South
Pole.
The snow fell overnight and the whole village was silent
beneath its weight. Nor harrowing traffic, just freedom in the
village High Street. It looked like a winter resort with crowds of
people walking to and from the shops. The queue in the shop that
Saturday went right around and out through the main door. We
collected milk from David Selman at his dairy. He dipped into the
fresh vats and filled our containers.
Jon and | walked around the village and thought how
beautiful everywhere looked. Marcus finished school a day early,
both carol services were cancelled. All the children went
tobogganing and one day skated on the millpond.
We enjoyed our warm fireside, felt very little like stirring far,
and also seemed to feel like eating more. The birds were ever
watchful for food and water. The goldfish froze solid outside so we
brought them into the laundry. Alas Tyrone perished!

13
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scraps thrown or the birds. They scuttled among the busl

The highlight was the day | watched three rats eating %
and down the well by the tap. They had white chests and

looked very sweéta pity they are such wicked creatures. Next day
Pebble presented one to our neighbour Marlene for her breakfast!

One day Marlene and | went up to help dig out Bitton school
following a request on the local radio. Good team spirit!

Ali Baba And The Forty Thieves

A bare stage and a pile of old suitcases — that was the
setting for Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves.

But this was the Tobacco Factory and before you
could say sesame, the suitcases had become seats,
steps, galloping horses, the door of Ali Baba’s
house, the walls of the thieves’ cave and
finally cascades of gold, silver and precious jewels.
Wicker baskets grew ears and turned into donkeys.
By means of a few costume tweaks (and some cross-
dressing) the five actors presented a host of
characters. As for the thieves, they were black-coated
outlaws with ammunition strapped across their chests —
except on closer inspection it wasn’t ammo but
toy Action Men. They brought the numbers up to 40
and were given a new lease of life,
albeit brief, as one was dismembered, another
beheaded and the rest boiled in oil. (And we blame
video games for corrupting the young.)

The 30-strong Bitton party, disbelief suspended,
clapped and cheered. This was vintage Tobacco
Factory stuff — lively, inventive acting to fire
the imagination.

Nicola Bennetts
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or my Bristol Rugby season ticket, my Gloucestershire
County Cricket Club membership and even a bus pass,
being 60 justifies a concessionary rate of purchase.

Not so the state pension. The Government requires males to
be 65 years old to achieve this addition to their purse.

Happily, having celebrated my 65th birthday in December,
this month, | will receive my first payment.

To celebrate | have taken up bowils. | felt | was not getting
enough exercise just hunting for my spectacles, and bowls
looked so simple.

| was finally convinced by this quote from the1908 Bowling
Magazine: “Bowling is a sober game, the ruffianism of football,
the effeminacy of tennis, the manliness of cricket and the
buoyancy of baseball give way to a stateliness and
gracefulness not met in any other sport.”

Poets have also written about it:

“to cure the minds wrong bias spleen

some recommend the bowling green

Also of course Drake, my fellow Devonian, finished his game
of bowls before thrashing the Spanish Armada.

So | have purchased my woods and Monday afternoons find
me with Kingswood Short Mat Bowling Club enjoying this
game of remorse and unpredictability, skill and chance, of joy
and frustration, and dry throats and sweaty palms.

As | look forward to my bowls in 2010 | wish you a Happy
New Year in your sporting interest whether spectating or
participating. | suppose the highlight will be the Football World
Cup in South Africa.

Now the draw has been made Scots, Welsh and Irish have a
choice of three teams to support but the majority of my Bene-
fice readers hope the Jules Rimet Trophy is coming home.

Rovi Retsoc
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News from Bitton Wi

Bitton WI held their Christmas party on December 14.

The committee had been busy and when members arrived
they were greeted with a glass of mulled wine.

The church hall was transformed and tables decorated with a
silver and white theme.

Dinner was a traditional roast turkey with all the trimmings
followed by mince tart or fruit salad. It was delicious and
enjoyed by all.

During coffee Mother Christmas (Christine
Battle) arrived and small gifts (brought by
each member) were given out.

The festivities continued with entertainment
by Jean Hook, Cheryl Wright and Trish
Butcher.

Joyce Cooper then rounded the evening off
by handing out song sheets for everyone to ] k
sing along whilst she accompanied us on the Women’s
piano. [nstitute

| think the rendition of Santa’s Coming Down
From Lapland could probably be heard in Church Lane!

This was our first event held by our new
president Janet Ballinger and it was a huge success.

Our next meeting is on January 11 at 7.30pm in the church
hall.

A silent auction will be held (bring along unwanted
Christmas presents!) and cheese and wine.

Bitton W1 is always pleased to welcome new members.

We meet on the second Monday in the month. Just come
along!

Elaine Skidmore
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alking along the

fields above

Lansdown Lane
one bright October day, with
my dog maniacally chasing
leaves as they scampered
around in the wind, | met
Janet Ivens with two of her
friends.

They greeted me as the
“‘bee expert”. | explained |
was just a beekeeper, there
are no experts. To quote
Pooh Bear: “You never can
tell with bees.”

Janet’s friends mentioned
they had a bumble bee nest
beneath the garden
shed. One day during the
summer they saw an
enormous bumble bee
struggling in the grass
carrying a large yellow larva
-like creature in front of it.
Eventually, about 12 feet
from its nest, the bumble
bee dropped her burden.
Exhausted she rested to
regain her strength and
then, quite suddenly, flew
off.
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Together we decided the
bumble bee was taking some
pest out of her nest and
depositing it far enough away
that it could not return.

Returning home | looked up
my copy of Morse ‘Honey
Bee Pests, Predators And
Diseases’ and found
reference to the Bumble Bee
Wax Moth ‘Aphomia Sociella
L’. The mature larvae are
pale yellow; they spin silk tun-
nels where they feed on bum-
ble bee eggs, larvae and pu-
pae as well as eating any pol-
len and honey stored in the
nest.

Fortunately, this large bee
was strong enough to remove
the larvae but it would have
been too big and heavy for a
smaller bee.
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Wax moth invasion can
often cause adult bumble
bees to desert the colony.
Honey bees also regularly
clean out pests and sting
and kill invaders. Dead mice
have been found on the
bottom of the hive wrapped
in a shroud of propolis; a
brown sticky substance
collected from trees such as
horse chestnut. Lesser wax
moths, Achroia grisella
Fabricuis, attack bee hives,
laying up to 300 eggs in a
week. At 13 millimetres they
are under half the size of the
bumble bee wax moth. Like
their sisters, the caterpillars
live on the comb, consuming
honey, pollen and brood,
destroying wax comb so
painstakingly built by the
bees as they tunnel through.

They are a common
predator but a strong colony

of honey bees is well able to
defend itself.

Fortunately for the bee-
keeper, putting the comb in a
freezer for 24 hours Kills off
all stages of the lesser wax
moth brood as they cannot
survive low temperatures.

Having evolved alongside
the honey bees, the lesser
wax moth can also have a
positive role to play in their
life cycle: a swarm of bees
will often colonise a hollow
tree, building a nest of wax
comb and living there for
many years.

The wax moth performs an
essential role as it naturally
inhabits the cavity once
deserted by the bees,
consuming all the old combs,
destroying any bee disease
in the process, leaving it
fresh and clean for a new
swarm in the coming spring.

A thank you from Hannah Moore

Even though | left Bitton over 10 years ago, | still have
a connection through my parents, John and Jill Dugay.
| have been overwhelmed by the cards, sympathy and
kindness | have received following the death of my
husband. | wanted to say thank you to everyone.
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Christmas crossword answers

ACROSS

1. Named cooking utensil (5,3) (ANSWER: PETER PAN)

5. Former marine activity! (10) (WASSAILING)

6. Who said ‘Christmas won’t be Christmas without any

presents’? (2,5) (JO MARCH)

7. girl's no cares (anagram) (5,7) (CAROL SINGERS)

9. Catchy appeal? (6,5) (JINGLE BELLS)

11. Fireside jazz singer (10) (CINDERELLA)

13. The connection between Captain Cook and the festive season? (9,6)
(CHRISTMAS ISLAND)

14. ac soon tired (anagram) (11) (DECORATIONS)

16. See 22 Down

17. Laying in provisions? (8) (STOCKING)

18. The boy’s at home! (7) (ALADDIN)

19. What is the date of St Nicholas’ Day? (5,8)

(SIXTH DECEMBER)

24. The Latin, botanical name for Holly (4,10) (ISLEX AQUIFOILUM)
26. see tom lit (anagram) (9) (MISTLETOE)

27. See 23 Down

DOWN

1. Pet visits chemist! (4,2,5) (PUSS IN BOOTS)

2. See 12 Down

3. Chattering pulse and its owner (4,3,3,9) (JACK AND THE
BEANSTALK)

4. Eleven... (6,7) (LADIES DANCING)

8. Apart from Rudolph, another of Santa’s eight reindeer (7) (PRANCER)
10. Where are the ships heading in’ | saw three ships’? (9) (BETHLEHEM)
12 & 2 Down. Who wrote ‘Not a creature was stirring, not even a
mouse...”? (7,5) (MOORE CLEMENT)

15. What parents often hope for! (6,5) (SILENT NIGHT)

20. Who made the first Christmas crackers? (3,5)

(TOM SMITH)

21. Where was it ‘always winter but never Christmas’? (6) (NARNIA)

22 & 16 Across. Tenor’s bare bird (anagram) (5,9)

(ROBIN REDBREAST)

23 & 27 Across. Who received ‘a blooming awful tie from Aunty Elsie’?
(6,9) (FATHER CHRISTMAS)
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Decemberdéds crossword was a trick-
There were two entries but only one completely correct
one.
Well done Jan Wookey, who admitted she found it a
challenge but very enjoyable! A box of chocolates is on its
way to you, Jan.
And so to our January quiz, whic
Resolutions theme. See how many words you can get
from the word 'Resolution’.
As there are potentially hundreds, we are narrowing it
down to words containing a minimum of five letters, and
no plurals or proper names are allowed.
A prize to the person with the greatest number of words
over 50 (and no cheating by using the internet).
Our quizmaster reached 50 after half an hour, so it's
really not too difficult all the family can have a go!
Good luck.

Deadline for February edition

Please get your copy and quiz answers for the next
edition in to me by January 13. If copy is late, |
cannot always guarantee that | can fit it in.
Email rebecca.feather@ukonline.co.uk or call me on
0117 932 5037. Alternatively post or drop off your
articles to 18 Church Road, Bitton BS30 6HH.

If possible, use Arial font in 12 point.

Many thanks!

Becky
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Bitton Gardening Club

Bitton Village Residents’ Association
Invites you to the Bitton Gardening Club
on Tuesday, January 26.

This will be our first official meeting. Sign up for your
annual membership (£12) and discover our excellent
programme of speakers, demonstrations
and garden visits.

There will be a celebratory free glass of wine or cup of tea,
and a fun garden quiz.

Doors open 7.45pm and the meeting starts at 8pm
at The Old School Room, Church Lane, Bitton.

Flicks in the Sticks

Bitton Village Residents’ Association
invites you to Flicks in the Sticks
in The Old School Room, Church Lane, on
Friday, January 15
when we will be screening A Good Year, starring
Russell Crowe, Albert Finney and Marion Cotillard.
This is a romantic comedy set in beautiful Provence, and
provides a visual feast of sun-dappled chateaux and
vineyards that can only be complemented by a glass of
good wine from our bar.
Doors open at 7.30pm and the film starts 8pm.
Admission is free.
Choc ices will be served in the
interval and there will be time to chat with friends.
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