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Cover Picture 
Our resident photographer, Paul Wigmore, tells me that this was taken on the 
perilous North Face of Brockham End during a recent snap snow storm. I have 
my doubts, but it‟s a spectacular cover picture. Thanks Paul. 

Editorial 
The great thing about living in a Parish with a strong tradition of community 
involvement is that new projects are constantly being suggested and almost 
always successfully implemented. Our Churches and our BVRA (Bitton 
Residents Association) have a very „hands-on‟ approach to Village 
developments, and they also ensure that local problems are not simply passed 
on to the Parish or District Councils for solution. The reports in this edition of: 
the Bitton Christmas Tree enterprise; the success of our „Flicks in the Sticks‟ 
film evenings; the creation of the „Sunday~Funday‟ programme for very young 
children, are recent illustrations of a vibrant Parish~Community life. And 
where would we be without the many other people and groups that continue 
to provide valuable and exciting activities for young and old. We greatly 
appreciate their hard-work and their creativity.  Long may it be so. 
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Den‟s New Year Message for 2009 
 
Dear Friends, 
Happy New Year to you all!  Can we believe that it is the beginning of 2009 
already?  Time seems to pass by so quickly doesn‟t it? It certainly has for 
Bitton Methodist Church where, in March 2009, we shall be celebrating 150 
years since our church opened in 1859.  Members are busily hunting out 
newspaper articles, photographs and interesting pieces of the history of the 
church and the people for the month long celebrations.  
 
The centre-piece of the month will be a day of exhibitions on Saturday 14th 
March, where the people of Bitton can see what their village has experienced 
over the past 150 years – with food available. We hope that you will help us 
make the celebration more realistic by loaning any pictures and articles of old 
Bitton for the displays. I‟ll make sure they are returned to you afterwards.  
Also on Sunday 22nd of March at 6.15pm you are invited to join the Bitton and 
Unity Brass Band as we celebrate the life of the church and the community 
 
Why are we making such a big thing of the 150th anniversary?  The simple 
answer could just be that “it‟s our anniversary year”. The reality is that we 
recognise the amazing work of God through His people at Bitton Methodist 
Church, formerly Ebenezer Methodist Church, and originally United Free 
Methodist Church.  God takes ordinary people and enables them to live a life 
of witness to His love and grace, to reflect something of His character.  If the 
celebration that we‟ll share in simply reflects on the past, we as a church have 
failed.  God is always at work, through every generation, and longs for people 
to have a living, vibrant relationship with Him.  It is important to give thanks 
for all that the past has been, and to recognise how God has used different 
people in building up His kingdom.   
 
But we must always be aware of what God is doing in the present – and of 
what our role is in encouraging people towards Him. Otherwise we might as 
well just open a museum to the past.  We are sometimes so busy looking back 
into the past, or to what we want the future to be, that we forget to look to 
God for what He is doing NOW!  For God is here with us in the present. So  
can I hope that each of us try this new year not to plan too far ahead to what 
may be in the future, but to live in the present, where God IS, and is at work. 

 
May God use you in this New Year to reflect His love to everyone you meet , 
so that your legacy might be a part of God‟s story in the present. 

Your servant, 

Rev‟d Den Harding 
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AROUND OUR BITTON CHURCHES 

                                  
Upton Cheyney United Reformed Church 

Elder ï Muriel Williams 
0117 – 961 6843 

We shall be closed during the winter months. Services will recommence at the 
beginning of March 2009. In the meantime we send our best wishes for a 
Happy New Year to everyone in our local Bitton Community. 

 

Bitton Methodist Church 
Minister ï The Rev. Denise Harding 

20 Victoria Road, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3QH – 0117 961 5592 
Correspondence Secretary ï Mr Reg Pullin 

113 Parkwell Road, Cadbury Heath, Bristol BS30 8HA – 0117 967 1073  
Our 6.15pm Sunday Services for January 2009 

 Sunday 4 January Covenant Service Rev Den Harding 
 Sunday 11 January    Mrs C. Saunders 
 Sunday 18 January    Mr J. Holly 
 Sunday 25 January    Mrs J. Gilborson 

 

St Mary‟s Church Bitton 
Vicar:      The Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer  0117 967 3965 

   The Vicarage, Church Avenue, Warmley, BS30 5JJ 
Curate:   The Rev‟d Maria Shepherdson  0117 960 8442 
   25 Poplar Rd, Warmley, BS30 5JX 
Lay    Mr Ken Gibson,    0117 932 2122 
Ministers:  8 Church Rd, Bitton, BS30 6HH 
   Dr David Bailey, Westover House,  0117 932 8949 
   Bitton, BS30 BS30 6HT 
Church   Mrs Ann Willis, Yew Tree Cottage, 0117 932 3868 
Wardens:  40 Church Road, Bitton, BS30 6LP 
   Mrs Liz Midgley, 30 Kennilworth Drive,  0117 932 6898  
   Willsbridge, BS30 6UP 
Baptism Enquiries:   Mrs Jean Gray   0117 967 2964 
Marriage & Funeral Enquiries: To the Vicar 
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St Mary‟s  Services in January 2009  
 

Sunday     4 January  10 30  Parish Communion 
Thursday  9 January    9.30  Celtic Communion followed 
       by coffee and cake  
Sunday    11 January  Epiphany    
      8.00  Holy Communion 
    10.30  Journey of the Three  
      Wise Camels  and 
      Benefice  Communion 
      Service 

      Meet at the Church Hall 

Sunday 18 January   10.30  Family Christingle Service  
Sunday 25 January     8.00  Holy Communion 

10.30  Morning Prayer  
 

Explorers and Pathfinders 
Explorers and Pathfinders start in Church and after 15 minutes leave for their 
own sessions. New members are very welcome. For further details, contact :
  
  Explorers Jacqui Harris  937 4706 
  Pathfinders The Midgleys  932 6898  
 

TEA CLUB 
Tuesday    6 January   Bus departs from the 
White Hart         at 1.00 for the 
Theatre Royal,         Bath, to see „Jack 
and the Beanstalk‟     

           
Tuesday 20 January            2.30 at the Methodist Church Hall  
       Paul Denyer speaks on the theme of 
     „Growing Old‟  

 

St Mary‟s Flower Rosta ~ January 2009 
 Saturday  3 January  Judith Butson 
 Saturday 10 January  Ann Bush 
 Saturday 17 January  Maureen Perrett 
 Saturday 24 January  Maureen Gay 
 Saturday 31 January  Marlene Gallop 
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St Mary‟s Mid-Week Meetings 
A Celtic service of Holy Communion will be celebrated on Thursday 9 January 
followed by coffee and cake. 
The Wednesday Morning Group gets under way on 14 January at 10.30 at the 
home of Judith Butson in Golden Valley Lane.  
Praise and Prayer in the Lady Chapel will also be meeting on 14 January at 
7.30. The evening begins with a cup of tea or coffee and ends at 8.45.  
Wednesday Evening Groups begin again on Wednesday 21 January as we 
reach the  concluding chapters of Hebrews. Location details are on the cards 
to be found at the back of Church. 
The next session of the Benefice Book Club which meets at the Upton Inn is 
on Thursday 29 January at 7.30 when the book for discussion is „The Wild  
Gospel‟ by Alison Morgan. 

Ken Gibson 

 

      Holocaust Memorial Day 2009   
 Tuesday 27th  January 

 Vigil for Peace 

 St Mary's Church Bitton 7.30-9pm 
This year Holocaust Memorial Day will be marked by a Benefice Vigil and 
Service, beginning with a time of prayer and reflection from 7.30 pm, followed 
by a short service at 8.30pm. You are invited to stay for as short or as long a 
time as you wish, perhaps participating in the various prayer station activities 
on offer. 

All Welcome 

 

Famous Bitton Landmark Under Threat 
It might not have been everyone‟s idea of a traditional West Country village 
inn with a thatched roof and doves cooing in the gardens. However, The 
White Hart has been a village landmark for over a century, and has served the 
thirsty workers from the mines, the railway, the paper mills and the local 
farms as a vibrant community centre. It remains to be seen whether The 
White Hart will re-open in its current or a modernised form, or whether it will 
become yet another gloomy statistic illustrating the rapid demise of rural 
amenities that we have been witnessing in recent years.  
 
Whatever the outcome, we pay tribute to Mrs Vonni Moss, the White Hart‟s 
landlady for the past 7 years, who has tried her best to provide a traditional 
friendly pub service under difficult circumstances. We wish her well in 
whatever enterprise the future holds for her. 
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St Mary‟s Matters January 2009 
As we look forward to 2009 we wish to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to all who help to make St Mary‟s a special place. 
 
The tone is set by the Rev‟d Canon Paul Denyer whose 
inspirational leadership uplifts the Church. He is ably 
supported by the Ministerial team. 
 

We applaud the continued efforts of our Sunday School Leaders to offer our 
young people the way of the Christian Life and we hope the new initiative, 
Sunday~Funday, continues its success into the coming year. And where would 
the Church be without its music! The Organist, coupled with the Music Group, 
give us a valued variety of music at our differing styles of service. The Choir, 
always sprucely turned out, aims to lift the standard of our singing. Their 

beautiful introit at the beginning of each service prepares us so well for the 
worship to come. Week by week we are called to Church  by the Bell ringers, 
who remind us that for centuries Bitton Folk have heard the Bells of St Mary‟s 
ring out over the village. So please, carry on ringing. 
 
A changing rota of Sidemen greet you when you enter church, but that is just 
half their task as they offer much support, behind the scenes, particularly in 
respect of our accountability to the Diocese. Another rota of Coffee Ladies, 
faithfully and cheerfully prepare the coffee in our social space following each 
service – a chance to chat and catch up on the village news. Yet another rota 
of talented ladies maintains St Mary‟s much admired high standard of Floral 
Decoration. For each Festival the Church is adorned with a stunning new 
design or colour combination. The unsung heroes of the Churchyard Working 
Party ensure that the Churchyard continues as a tranquil oasis at the heart of 
the village. 
 
The Church extends its soul into the Parish via our Parish Visitor who has been 
particularly busy this December with many of our members suffering a variety 
of winter ailments. This outreach work is supported by Focal Point, our 
Parish~Community magazine, which far outstrips many others in its range of 
articles and presentation. A whole army of local residents supports this 
endeavour.         
 

Liz and I wish you and your families a  
Peaceful and a Happy 2009. 

 

Ann Willis and Liz Midgley  

Churchwardens 
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The Bitton  Christmas Tree 
 
Sometimes, all you ever need to bring a new project to 
fruition is an idea, a few enthusiastic volunteers, and the 
support and generosity of the local community. The recent 
success of Bitton‟s Flicks in the Sticks, is a fine example of 
how this works.  Well, the Tree project was just such 
another. 
  

The Idea.  Initially it was to be a joint venture supported by the Parish Council 
and BVRA (Residents Association) but it was left to Bryan Garlick to master-
mind the details: finding a site and a tree, finding and installing the lights, 
finding the money, and finding that small band of enthusiastic volunteers. No 
small task! 

 
The Volunteers. Brian quickly called in a few outstanding 
favours and with the help of volunteers Geoff Frankcom 
and Charles Knight, was soon up and running with a chain-
saw, ladder, wire-cutters and a bucket. 
 
The Support and Generosity of the Local Community. This 
was magnificent. The tree was purchased from Holbrook 
Firs, Oldland, and was cut down and delivered free of 
charge by the owners, John James and his son. The insurance costs for the 
project were met by the Parish Council. Mrs Vonni Moss, the landlady of the 
White Hart, provided the site and electricity free of charge. The overall project 
costs of £230 were generously met by the following local business 
organisations: 
  

Mr Bryan Williams  Mr Barry Damsell 
 Unity Tire Co. Bitton.  Avon Valley Precision Engineering 
 Mr Steve George  Mr David Cole 
 BS Mowers, Bitton  Avon Valley Railway, Bitton. 
 Mrs Vonni Moss   Mr Simon Jones 
 The White Hart, Bitton  L & F Jones, Midsomer Norton. 

Mr Nick Morgan 
Fonthill Nurseries, Bitton 

 

Our Thanks and Congratulations to Everyone Concerned 
 
Top Photo: John James jnr., Bryan Garlick and Steve Burbage 
Lower Photo: Geoff Frankcom, Bryan Garlick and Charles Knight 
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Puzzle    Corner 
 

 

 

 

Answers to our December „Naming and Numbering Carols‟ Quiz 
1. Joy to the world. 2. O Come all ye faithful. 3. In the bleak mid-winter 
4. It came upon a midnight clear. 5. Away in a manger. 6. We three kings of 
orient are. 7. God rest ye merry gentlemen. 8. Deck the halls. 9. Silent night 
10. Once in royal David‟s city. 11. The holly and the ivy. 12. O Christmas tree 
13. While Shepherds watched. 14. I saw three ships. 15. Hark the Herald 
Angels sing. 16. The twelve days of Christmas. 17. O Little Town of Bethlehem  
18. The first Nowell. 19. Good King Wenceslas. 20. We wish you a Merry 
Christmas. The answer to the numerical question was 20.  
  
We received all-correct Carol answers and the correct Number answer from: 
Rona Wagstaff, Robert Butson, Chrissie Culimore, Ken and Jill Gibson. Other 
contestants with all-correct Carols but with incorrect number answers were: 
Edith Cary, Jan Wookey,  Pamela Mann. First out of the Editor‟s hat, and 
winner of a spectacular bonus prize which will be fighting its way through the 
Christmas post, is Chrissie Cullimore. Congratulations Chrissie!!! 

 

January 2009 Quiz 
What do the following numbers refer to? 

1.  2468 WDWA    11.  8 P of    

2.  13 BD    12.  50 L in RN 

3.  52 C in a P (E J)   13.  1 M and HD 

4.  24 BB in a P   14.  1215  MC 

5.  7 W of the W   15.  9 CL   

6.  88 TFL    16.  64  S on a CB 

7.  18 H on a GC   17.  12  S of the Z 

8.  360 D in a C    18.  10 GBH on the W 

9.  64 WI    19.  7 DS 

10.  5 GL in NA   20.  22  C 

 
Answers please to the Editor by  post: The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, 
Bristol BS30 6LY, or by e.mail: john70gailes@btinternet.com by 12 January, 
2009 
 

 

 

mailto:john70gailes@btinternet.com
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Join us at 
BITTON‟S OWN FLICKS IN THE STICKS 

Friday 16thth January  

for the delightful musical  

„Mamma Mia‟ 
starring  

Meryl Streep, Pierce Brosnan, Colin Firth, Amanda Seyfried  
and Julie Walters 

~ 
Doors open 7.30 for drinks, snacks and chat. 
Film starts 8pm and there will be an interval.  

~ 
Set on a warm, inviting Greek island, with original Abba soundtracks 

supporting this hilarious love story,  

Mamma Mia is just what we need to jolly up January. 

~ 
So Join the Party and Join in the Singing 

Tickets can be bought in advance from Bridget Tel 932 9939 or e-mail 
hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk  

But be warned. Mamma Mia is almost certain to be a sell-out. 
Either book beforehand or turn up early on the night 

Bargain Price Tickets £3.50 
Bring a cushion if you like a cosy seat! 

 
 

   
 

Certificate PG 
 

The Queen‟s English 
Why Can‟t They All Write Proper Like What We Do? 

In 1947, when the British Government set up the loss-making ground-nut 
scheme in Africa, the following Order was passed: „In the Nuts (unground) 
(other than ground-nuts) Order, the expression nuts shall have reference to 
such nuts, other than ground-nuts, as would, but for this amending Order, not 
qualify, as nuts (unground) (other than ground-nuts) by reason of their being 
nuts (unground).‟ No wonder the colonies opted for independence. 

 
 

mailto:hetzel@tantraweb.co.uk
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News from Bitton W.I 
Pantomime Parody Production Provides Particular Pastiche at WI Party 

 
The Bitton W.I annual Christmas Party was held on 
December 8th (Oh yes it was!) and this year included a 
vibrant and hilarious pantomime production by 
committee members entitled, „Aladdin and his Amazing 
Magic Limp‟ , with unexpected cameo appearances by 
Peter Pan, Cinderella and Puss in Boots. Medical 

assistance for the „magic limp‟ was provided by Rose-Ma-Ree Con-Lee (she of 
oriental Hip and Thigh Diet fame!). The costumes demonstrated great 
ingenuity, and the occasional faltering delivery of dialogue or departure from 
the script (surely not?!) was concealed by the exceptional, and very 
humorous, „ad-libbing‟ aplomb and swift prompting by the narrator. (Oh no it 

wasn‟t!). Contestants for the next round of „Britain‟s Got Talent‟ will surely be 
quaking in their boots! 
 
The in-house entertainment was preceded by a mulled wine reception and 
delicious meal served to members by the committee. Delia‟s mulled wine 
recipe was adapted and customised to suit the sophisticated palates of the 48 
members attending and soft drink alternatives were offered. St. Mary‟s Church 
hall was transformed into a red and green themed banqueting hall with tables 
beautifully laid - complete with napkins, crackers and poinsettia centrepieces. 
What a setting for the veritable feast that followed: ham, salmon, new 
potatoes, mustard, mayonnaise, Waldorf, green and beetroot salads, pavlova, 
fresh fruit salad, mince pies, coffee and mints. Naturally, these culinary 
delights were home-made by our accomplished Bitton W.I. cooks.  
 
The proceedings also included a raffle and „lucky dip‟ to win the beautiful 
poinsettia centrepieces displayed upon elegant red platters. 
 
As members departed, replete and still chuckling over the events of the 
evening, Cinderella re-appeared for an encore complete with hoover! 
Fortunately, she did have substantial assistance from 2 exceptional ladies who 
did ALL of the washing up! Where‟s the genie when you need him?! 

Cheryl Wright 
email :c.wright119@btinternet.com 

 

Farewell and Welcome 
Our thanks to Gabriel Frankcom who, for many years, has provided us with 
such sparkling WI articles, and our congratulations to Cheryl who clearly 
intends to carry on in the same vein. 
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Another New Year Resolution: Join Bitton Church Choir! 

 
Yes, it‟s that time of year again, when our thoughts turn to 
new horizons, fresh starts and new challenges. Well, this year, 
instead of learning Mandarin or trying to lose weight again 
(believe me, it‟s not going to work), why not try something 
simple, achievable and satisfying: Join our choir! At Bitton 

Church we are always on the lookout for new choir members, and we would 
love your company, whether young or old, male or female.  
 
We are a very undemanding bunch; you don‟t have to have an amazing voice, 
you don‟t have to read music, you simply need to enjoy singing. There is 
definitely no audition, and you don‟t have to commit to being there week in 

and week out; just come and sing with us whenever you‟re in church. We 
don‟t have a regular practice at the moment; we just get together when we‟re 
singing something for Christmas or another special occasion.  
 
So, what‟s stopping you?!!! Give me a ring,  or just come into the choir vestry 
any Sunday; you‟ll be sure of a warm welcome. We look forward to your 
company....and your voice. 
 

Anne Carrington.  
0117 935 3475 

 
 

Teenager ~  Bitton Style 
Walking to get the paper on a very grey morning recently, I saw a young  
teenage boy coming out of the village shop. Halfway down the steps he 
spotted me, still some way off. He went back, opened the door again, 
leaned back to hold it open and waited for me to climb the steps and 

enter....... 

And suddenly it seemed a warm, bright day. 

Paul W. 
 

Focal Point Deadline for February 2009 Edition 
Contributions to the editor, please, handwritten, typed or preferably emailed in 

Tahoma 10 or 11 font: at: 
The Gailes, Upton Cheyney, Bitton, Bristol BS30 6LY 

Tel: 0117 9 322164 
Email: john70gailes@btinternet.com 
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Gardening with Rob Allen 
Reflections on 2008 ~ Fingers Crossed for 2009 

 
Now is the time to reflect on the past year and to plan for the next. 
So what will be our abiding memory of our gardening in 2008?  
 
Without doubt the main issue was the demise of the summer which 
never arrived. The constant rain created winners and losers in the 
plant world. The winners were the lawns which thrived like never 

before. The biggest loser was the Busy Lizzie. These marvellous annuals which 
have adorned our gardens for many years in borders or planters, were 
severely hit by mildew. Plants that appeared to be fine suddenly collapsed and 
died. Many plant diseases that affect our gardens originate in other countries, 
and Holland seems to have been the main culprit for the Busy Lizzie disaster. 

Control of this disease is very difficult, so if you wish to grow Busy Lizzies in 
2009, avoid planting them in areas where there have been diseased 
plants...for 4 years.  As a result growers will not be producing so many BLs in 
2009, so other plants will have to replace them. It‟s a staggering fact that over 
£40 million worth of Busy Lizzies are sold in the UK each year, so there will be 
quite a gap to fill.  
 
Another plant that suffered in 2008 year was the Robinia, with its lovely 
foliage and lightly scented flowers. Even mature trees lost all their leaves by 
mid-Summer. The Royal Horticultural Society is quite baffled why this has 
happened but let‟s hope that Mother Nature will see that they recover in 2009.  
 
This is the challenge of gardening. Things happen completely out of the blue 
for no apparent reason and every year throws up new challenges, even for 
plants that have had no previous major problems. But let‟s hope that 2009 will 
produce more winners than losers. The return of a glorious summer would be 
an enormous help, enhancing our gardens and lifting our spirits. 

 
Rob‟s Gardening Tips for January 2009 

 Weather allowing get out and have a general tidy up of the garden. 
 Get the lawn mower serviced (you'll thank me in March if you did). 
 Time to study the seed catalogues and marvel at the new varieties of 

fruit and veg. 
 If you have ponds with fish, ensure air can get under the ice (floating 

some balls on the surface will help). 
 Remember to feed the birds. 

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy 2009 

Rob and the Staff at Chief Trading Post 
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         New Year- New Beginning? 
Originally observed on March 15 in the old Roman 
Calendar, New Year's Day in the western world  first came 
to be fixed in January 1, 153 BC, when the two Roman 
consuls, after whom - in the Roman calendar - years were 
named and numbered. Today, the beginning of a New Year 
is marked by the majority of cultures in the world, albeit on 

different days and at different times of the year. For some, New Year‟s Day is 
an opportunity to recover from an excess of partying; for others it is a time of 
gathering with family and friends, or participating in a traditional New Year‟s 
climb, swim (brrr!) or walk. At some stage the concept of making a resolution 
might feature. 
 
Perhaps your resolutions in the past have had the following flavour?  

    2003 I will read at least 20 good books a year. 
    2004: I will read at least 10 books a year. 
    2005: I will read 5 books a year. 
    2006: I will finish The Pelican Brief 
    2007: I will read some articles in the newspaper this year. 
    2008: I will read at least one article this year. 
    2009: I will try and finish the comics section at least one Sunday a month. 
 
Perhaps you have given up setting them? Perhaps you achieve all you ever set 
for yourself?  Well, whatever your view of New Year resolutions, a time of 
quiet reflection on the past while looking forward to the future, is helpful. 
 
While Christ withdrew periodically into the desert for such times of thinking 
and planning, some of us today make a Quiet Day or Retreat. Others find a 
space to be quiet over a coffee or go for a long walk. In the safety of a 
comfortable place it seems easier to review events, encounters and 
challenges, joys and woes. It brings God closer to you and allows you to invite 
Him to be a part of the times to come in a very particular way. To guide and 
support you as you try to keep to the changes you wish to make in your life. 
  
So why not mark the end to 2008 with God and invite the Holy Spirit to be 
your guide and support as you set yourselves Goals and Challenges for the 
year ahead. Whether it is 20 books or a monthly comic section, our wish to 
change something for the better is important. And God honours our wish to be 
all God has imagined for us.  

 
Happy New Year and Good Luck with your New Year Resolutions 

Maria Shepherdson 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_15
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/153_BC
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consul
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  Cracking Christmas Dramas  
      The Nativity Play ~ With Too Many Angels 

The big idea for the final family service of 2008 was to have a 
traditional nativity play – with a difference.  The youngest members of 

the parish were invited to choose whatever part they wanted to play in 
the Christmas story.  At a stroke, an end to stereotyping and, if we 
were a wise man short of an epiphany, the congregation could fill the 

gaps with their imagination.    
 

At Sunday~Funday, the previous weekend, there‟d been a throng of 

angels complete with halos and fur-trimmed wings.  But Christmas is a 
busy time for angels and only one, Gracie Sellars,, was able to make it 

to the service on the 14th.  In addition, Leon Chiddy arrived as a wise 
man, richly clad in gold, and little Louis Phillips-Brice came to make an 
early theatrical debut as Baby Jesus: but we had no Mary, Joseph, 

Innkeeper or Shepherds. 
 

The Sunday School Pathfinders and Explorers came to 
the rescue, acting out the familiar story with aplomb.  
They were rewarded by a stunning performance from 

Louis.  As he lay centre stage in the manger, first one, 
then another, and finally five cub scouts came forward 

as impromptu shepherds, eager to get close to the baby Jesus. 
So in the end we had our traditional nativity with a difference.   
 

Congratulations to all who took part. 
 

A Christmas Carol – Tobacco Factory Style. 

In the evening the Pathfinders and Explorers had their annual 
Christmas theatre outing to see A Christmas Carol.  The Tobacco 

Factory production was faithful to Dickens‟ story, with some innovative 
twists.  Just five actors, moving seamlessly from scene to scene as 
they changed hats and coats, presented the story with energy and 

verve, as well as song and dance.  Scrooge was duly reformed by his 
encounter with the Spirits of Christmas Past, Present and Future, the 

Cratchits were rescued from abject poverty and everyone lived happily 
ever after.  

Nicola Bennetts 
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New Year Resolutions 
Definition: A New Year‟s Resolution is one that goes in one year and out the 
other....and here are a few of them from local residents and others.  
 
Canon Paul Denyer,  
I think my resolution is to live more in the present and not to spend time 
regretting the past or day-dreaming about the future. Maybe old age helps 
you do that. Of course this comes second only to my giving up resisting offers 
of red wine! 
 
Retired Police Officer  
I intend to find out why the correspondence course on „Mail Fraud‟ that I 
purchased recently never showed up. 
 
Bob Willis (actor of this Parish) 
I will think of a password for my computer, other than password. 
 
Jamie Oliver (No relation to the famous international Chef) 
To go into MacDonald‟s and order a McSpreader 
 
Bridget Hetzel  (Our „Flicks in the Sticks‟ Impresario) 
My resolution is to make the most of every day, just in case it‟s my last on the 
planet. 
 
Rev Den Harding (Minister of Bitton and three other Methodist Churches) 
To try to escape to my caravan a day each week, and to find a wide variety of 
National Trust and English Heritage places to visit from it.   
 
Pearl Evans. (Focal Point Distribution Organiser) 
To stop my husband from buying any more books until he reads at least half 
of those he has purchased over the past 30 years. 
 
Angela Carlton-Porter 
(Director of Development & Public Relations, Kingswood School)   
To listen and obey when Robin (my husband) gives me advice or instruction! 
If I concentrate very hard my resolution might last a day...a week...a month? 
Who am I kidding? 
 
John Evans. Editor Focal Point. To de-rust my Welsh language skills, acquired 
in 1943 – 45, particularly now that we are at the dawn of a new golden age of 
Welsh Rugby. 
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Poetry Corner 
Over the past year we have included poems that represent the beauty, love, 
humour, joy, hope, fear, agony and despair that most of us will experience as 
we go through life. If we are not careful, the fear of growing old may assume 
too great a significance. Take heart! The concept of growing old disgracefully 
has much to recommend it.    

Warning 
 When I am an old woman, I shall wear purple 
 With a red hat that doesn‟t go, and doesn‟t suit me, 
 And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves 
 And satin sandals, and say we‟ve no money for butter. 
 I shall sit down on the pavement when I‟m tired 
 And gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells 
 And run my stick along the public railings 

 And make up for the sobriety of my youth. 
 I shall go out in my slippers in the rain 
 And pick flowers in other people‟s gardens and learn to spit. 
 You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat 
 And eat three pounds of sausages at a go 
 Or only bread and pickle for a week 
 And hoard pens and pencils and beer mats and things in boxes. 
 
 But now we must have clothes that keep us dry 
 And pay our rent and not swear in the street 
 And set a good example for the children. 
 We must have friends to dinner and read the papers. 
 
 But maybe I ought to practise a little now? 
 So people who know me are not too shocked and surprised 
 When suddenly I am old, and start to wear purple. 

Jenny Joseph      Written in 1932 

* * * * 
Indulge Me. We have used Blumbley before, but I think it‟s worth repeating. 

 
Blumbley the Blanket 

When Jack and Blumbley go to bed 
Jack wraps his Blumbley round his head. 

It keeps him warm the whole night through; 
I wish I had a Blumbley too. 

 

Best wishes to you all for 2009, from everyone who helps with the production 
and distribution of Focal Point ~ Too many to name! 


